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   As we enter the month of February, 
after a particularly harsh January, I’ve 
got to say, I’m ready to get back in the 
swing of things – numismatically 
speaking.   
  As you may have noticed, nasty 
weather forced us to cancel our only 
regularly scheduled January meeting.  
Unfortunately, we were not able to 
enjoy Ira Stein’s presentation, 
“Collecting Toilet Seat Encased Coins 
or, How To Enrage the Wife”.   
I’d like to thank Tom 
Kraus and Edie Coe 
for helping get the 
word out about the 
cancellation.  I must 
admit, however, I 
found it quite 
humorous listening 
to Bill Lowe on 
WHAM reading 
cancellations and pausing every time he 
had to say “Numismatic.” 
   In addition, it was nice to see so many 
senior members attend the meeting of 
the Rochester Junior Numismatic 
Association the day after our own 
cancelled meeting.  But now we need to 
get back on track.  In speaking to Jim 
Sanders the other day, he made it clear 
that he (and I’m sure most of the rest of 
us) needs a good shot in the arm of 
coins! 
  In this issue, please take notice that it’s 
time to start thinking about nominations 
for the next Board of Directors.  
  As immediate past-president, Jason 
Childers is Chair of the nominating 
committee, along with members Ursula 
Loose and Jim Sanders.  I hope that 
everyone takes a moment to read the 
piece on page 7 on how to submit 
nominations for next year’s board and 
officers. 
  In addition, Jason is also Chair of the 
Numismatist of the Year committee.  
This award honors one member who 
has gone above and beyond the task in 
promoting the hobby, promoting the 
club, and furthering numismatic 

education.  Nominations are currently 
being sought, and details are presented 
in this issue on how to submit 
nominations. 
  In case you missed it in the last issue, 
the club has also scheduled a tour of the 
upcoming exhibit on Augustus Saint 
Gaudens at the Memorial Art Gallery.  
Just to repeat, this tour is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 13th at 2:00 P.M.  
Cost is $7.00, $5.00 for seniors (62 
years or older), and free for MAG 

members.  I hope 
that everyone is able 
to make what will 
undoubtedly be an 
exciting guided tour.   
  If you would like 
to attend, please 
RSVP to me by 
Thursday, March 
11th via email at 

dag@rochester.rr.com or by phone at 
738-0908.  We will also be passing 
around a sign up sheet at both meetings 
in February. Hopefully by March we’ll 
have no more zero degree days with 
wind-chills in the negative 20s! 
  As I am preparing for the summer 
ANA convention in Pittsburgh, I could 
use the help of the membership.  Once 
again, we will be hosting a general 
membership meeting at the convention.  
However, all ANA Board of Governors 
members will be invited to attend well 
in advance.   
  Additionally, I am putting together 
more Rochester Goodie Bags to make 
good impressions on the ANA folks to 
hopefully gain their favor in hosting a 
convention in Rochester.  In that effort, 
I could use your help.  Know of any 
items that absolutely need to be in these 
bags and exemplify Rochester?  Well, 
send me your suggestions so that we can 
make the best possible impression!  
(And no, I don’t think I can pack Nick 
Tahou’s Garbage Plates in dry ice!) 

David A. Gottfried
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After this winter, 
we need a good 

shot in the 

arm...of coins! 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Scott Always Changes My Titles Anyway, So 
Insert Whatever You Want Here 



TALES OF NUMISMATIC RESEARCH 

The Story it Tells: 
Researching a 
Rochester National 
Bank Note 

 

by Karl Sanford Kabelac 
  One of the pleasures of collecting is researching the items 
in one’s collection. The purpose of this article is to discuss 
some of the places to check for information on the 
Rochester national bank notes presently in your collection 
or that you may acquire in the future. The discussion is 
limited it to materials available in Rochester; there would be 
other materials in the National Archives relating to a 
particular national bank and its notes. 
  The first place to check is the standard reference book on 
national bank notes, Don. C. Kelly, National Bank Notes, a 
Guide with Prices (3rd edition, 1997.)  There is a copy of this 

important volume in the RNA 
library.  (Kelly is also a dealer in 
US paper money, and maintains 
a website at donkelly.com.  This 
book is available from him for 
$75 postpaid.) 
  The first chapter in this book 
gives background information 
on national bank notes. One 
can learn about the evolution of 
national banks and national 
bank notes, the various charter 
periods for nationals and the 
dates on the notes, the serial 
numbers on the notes, the 
geographical letters, and the 
various signatures on the notes. 
The main part of the book 

gives information on the issuance of notes by individual 
banks. The book also contains pricing information, which 
by now is out-of-date. 

  
A volume similar to Kelly, but now out-of-print and  
difficult to acquire, is John Hickman and Dean Oakes, 
Standard Catalog of National Bank Notes (2nd ed. 1990.; 
shown above courtesy Krause Publications.) It too provides 
historical background material, and entries for individual 
banks.  

  Some of the background on national bank notes can 
become rather complicated to follow, thus it sometimes 
helps to read about the same topic in two different books. 
  Both the Rochester Public Library and the University of 
Rochester Library have information that would be helpful 
in researching the local bank and the local signers on an 
individual note. The Public Library has a number of 
biographical volumes and microfilm runs of major 
Rochester newspapers.  
Some of this material 
is also available at the 
University library.  
  One helpful item at 
the latter library is the 
annual reports of the 
Comptroller of the 
Currency, either as 
separates, or as part of 
the Congressional 
Serial Set. Both 
libraries have complete 
sets of the Rochester 
city directories, which 
for most of the 
national bank note issuing period gave death dates of heads 
of households. This date is especially important to find, for 
with it one can then go to the local newspapers for an 
obituary. The directories also have informative 
advertisements for the banks. 
  Several helpful index volumes, available at both libraries 
are: Index to Biographical Sketches of Rochesterians and Monroe 
Countians, which indexes over 12,000 entries that appear in 
about 70 titles, Index to Pictures of Rochesterians and Monroe 
Countians, which indexes about 7,500 pictures in over 50 
titles, and Rochester Businesses at the End of the Nineteenth 
Century, which serves as a master index for 11 volumes. The 
Public Library also has a card index to local materials that 
sometimes locates additional information to what is listed 
in the above indexes. 
   The Public Library also has an index to 19th century 
Rochester newspapers, and since the beginning of the Local 
History Division in the 1930s, it has clipped Rochester 
newspapers and thus has large holdings of newspaper 
clippings relating to people and organizations. But one has 
to keep in mind that there is no indexing or major clipping 
files for the period ca 1900 to 1935. 
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The entry for the bank in 
Kelly  (courtesy Don C. Kelly) 

The city directory entry giving the 
death date of Henry F. Marks 



  With this background, let’s take a note and see where to 
look to find out about it. 
  The note we have is a Series 1902 issued by the Traders 
National Bank of Rochester (charter number 1104).  It 
bears the cashier’s signature of someone whose last name 
appears to be Smith and the president’s signature of H. F. 
Marks. 
  From Kelly, we can gain an understanding about a lot of 
general information on this note, such as what the numbers 
in the lower right corner and at the upper left corner are, 
who the people are whose reproduced signatures appear in 
the top part of the note, what the purpose of the letter E 
was and when it appeared on notes, what the date on the 
note means, etc. The entry for this specific bank gives us a 
wealth of specific information on this bank and its issuance 
of national bank notes. The meaning of the information 
succinctly presented for each bank is described in the 
introductory section of Kelly. 
 

 
The entry for the bank in an 1888 book on Rochester businesses 

 

   Now let us find information on the bank itself and its 
history. The newspaper index has a number of informative 
articles.  And one would want to realize that for the latter 
part of the nineteenth century, this index indexes only one 
Rochester newspaper, the Union and Advertiser, while there 
were several other papers, such as the Democrat and Chronicle.  
So one might want to take the dates for key events, and 
search for other articles in the unindexed papers. 
   The aforementioned index to 19th century Rochester 
businesses is helpful in locating several writeups of the 
bank. (see illustration above.) 
 

 
An early (1869) entry on the bank from the Comptroller annual reports 

 The presidents and cashiers can be located either through 
the Comptroller of the Currency annual reports or the city 
directories. For this particular bank, in spot-checking either, 
we find that it had only three presidents in its 60 year 
history, Simon L. Brewster, Henry C. Brewster and Henry 
F. Marks. All three of these men have entries in the Index to 
Biographical Sketches. 
  In searching either the comptroller’s annual reports or the 
city directories, we find that Henry F. Marks first appears as 
president in 1917 and Chester J. Smith as cashier in 1920. 
 

  
The 1920 entry for the bank from the Comptroller of the Currency annual 

reports. This is the first year that has both the officers who signed our note. 
 

  We can then trace them through the city directories in the 
hopes of finding a death date, which will lead us to 
obituaries in the Rochester newspapers. When we do, we 
find that Henry F. Marks died on January 24, 1926 and that 
Chester J. Smith drops out of the directory in the mid-
1950s. (As mentioned previously, directories from the 
1870s to the 1960s often give the death date of a person 
previously listed in the directory.) 
  When one goes to the four English language Rochester 
newspapers for January 25, 
1926, one finds an article in 
each on Mr. Marks (see 
illustration at right.)  Three of 
the articles also have a picture 
of him. But one has to be 
careful of all the facts. One 
article says he became bank 
president upon the death of 
Henry C. Brewster in 1917.  
Actually Mr. Brewster 
became Chairman of the 
Board then; he did not die 
until 1928, two years after 
Mr. Marks. 
  Unfortunately, the 
directories do not give the 
death date for Chester Smith. 
But with an idea of when he 
died, one can go to the 
newspaper clippings for that 
period at the Public Library, 
and quickly find articles on his death which appeared in the 
Rochester papers on August 29, 1956. 

continued on page 6 
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Headline of the article on 
Mr. Marks’ death from the 
Rochester Evening Journal 



 

The Story it Tells 
continued from page 5 

   We find that both men had long careers in banking in 
Rochester with each beginning as messengers at the Traders 
National Bank when they were in their mid-teens. 
  Where was the bank located? The entries and/or 
advertisements in the city directories readily answer this 
 question. For most of its history the bank was in the 
Powers Building or the Ellwanger and Barry Building.   To 
see pictures of these buildings, one can go to the Rochester 
Images database (rochester.lib.ny.us and then click on 
Rochester Images). This project, centered at the Rochester 
Public Library, has put thousands of local images, with 
descriptive text, on the Internet. 
  Now to find what 
happened to the bank 
itself. For that 
information we are 
indebted, in the case 
of this bank, to the 
scrapbooks of 
clippings and related 
materials on 
Rochester banking 
that William T. A. 
Durand compiled 
during the first half 
of the last century 
and which are at the 
Rochester Public 
Library.  
  From them we learn 
that the then two 
existing national 
banks in Rochester, 
the Traders National Bank, founded in 1865, and the 
National Bank of Commerce, founded in 1906, 
consolidated in May 1924 to form a new national bank, the 
National Bank of Rochester.  This bank, the only national 
bank in Rochester during its rather short existence, was 
subsequently absorbed by the Union Trust Company in 

1928. When we go to the Rochester newspapers for May 
1924, we find that the bank consolidation was covered in 
some detail in all four newspapers. 
  Our search has yielded us quite a bit about the bank, its 
issuance, its history, and its officers. In general, these 
resources: the Comptroller of the Currency annual reports; 
the volumes by Kelly, and Oakes and Hickman; the 
Rochester city directories; the microfilm runs of Rochester 
newspapers; and the various volumes of biographical 
sketches will yield us informative information about any of 
the Rochester national banks we wish to research. All we 
need is the time and patience to track it down. 
 

 
 

Last advertisement for the bank in the Rochester city directory, 1923 

Help needed with RNA medals, other exonumia 
 
   Jason Childers is seeking assistance for a catalog he’s preparing, listing the complete medallic issues of the RNA 
over its 91-year history.  
   Wanted: Scans or digital images of non-presidential medals (obverse and reverse), RNA exonumia and varieties of 
presidential medals (silver, pewter, gold, lead, etc.) 
   Wanted: Short biographies of past presidents (1-3 paragraphs); please include any RNA positions held and awards 
received, significant positions and awards with the ANA and other clubs, occupation and any other information that 
you feel is pertinent. For deceased presidents, I am seeking birth and death years and other information. 
    Jason is also seeking non-presidential RNA medals for his own collection. 
   You can contact Jason by e-mail at paploo@frontiernet.net or by phone at 585-727-1825. 
   He hopes to have the catalog ready for publication, possibly in the TAMS Journal or as a private RNA publication, 
sometime in 2005. 
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Story about the banks’ merger from The 
Rochester Herald, May 18, 1924 



It’s Your Chance: Nominations needed for RNA 
officers, board, Numismatist of the Year 

 
  It’s that time again...as the Rochester Numismatic Association figures out who’ll be leading us through our 2004-
2005 program year – and the nominating committee needs your help! 
  While it’s customary for the vice president (this year, Edie Coe) to be nominated for president and for the secretary 
or treasurer to be nominated for vice president after serving two years in office (this year, that would be Tom Kraus, 
who’s been treasurer since 2002-2003) or to be renominated for a second year after their first (this year, that’s Steve 
Lanzafame, completing his first year as secretary), nominations are accepted for allofficer positions. 
   In particular, though, this year’s nominating committee will be looking for someone to take over from Tom as 
treasurer and to be responsible for the club’s finances for the next few years.  
  The nominating committee also seeks nominations for two seats on the Board of Directors, where Jim Sanders and 
Arthur D. Cohen are coming to the end of their three-year terms and are each eligible for a second three-year term. 
   Who can you nominate? Any member in good standing in the club – including yourself. If you’re interested in 
serving your club, or know someone who is, don’t be shy. Nominations are due to chairman Jason Childers 
(paploo@frontiernet.net or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610) by the March 4 meeting, after which they’ll be 
reviewed by the nominating committee, which will present a slate of candidates to the club at the first April meeting. 
Members in good standing will vote on the slate at the annual meeting in June. 
    Nominations for Numismatist of the Year (NOTY) are also due on March 4.  The award is given to a member 
who has demonstrated excellence in numismatic endeavors, either within the club or in the larger numismatic 
community. The award is not necessarily made every year; the last winner of NOTY was Ursula Loose in 1999. If you 
have a nomination to offer, please contact Jason Childers (see address above), Arthur D. Cohen or Gerry Muhl – and 
please include a short note about the qualifications you believe the nominee has to be the next NOTY.   
  
 

How can you reach Rochester area 
coin collectors each month??? 

 

Have your ad published in a full year of the RNA News. 
 

Rates: 
Full page — $220/year  
Half-page — $110/year  

Quarter page — $55/year  
* NEW * Business Card Ads * NEW * 

Just $25/year – your best bargain 
(And remember – noncommercial “Wanted” notices are always free to club members in good standing! Send 

them to rnanews@fybush.com) 
 

For more information, contact RNA News editor 
Scott Fybush at 442-5411 or at rnanews@fybush.com. 
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The Calendar  February-March 

 

• Thursday February 5 – 8 PM – John Tokoli speaks on “Julian.” That’s all. Just “Julian.” 

• Thursday February 19 – 8 PM – Doug Musinger talks about “The Buffalo Nickel and the Grading Service 
Game.” 

• Friday February 20 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association Have you invited your favorite 
Young Numismatist to a meeting yet? Why not this one? 

• Thursday March 4 – 8 PM – Gerry Muhl offers something insightful  

• Saturday March 13 – 2 PM – St. Gaudens Exhibit Tour, Memorial Art Gallery, 500 University Ave. Details on 
page 3 and in the March newsletter 

• Thursday March 18 – 8 PM – The Honorable Clark King, Mayor of Fairport and longtime RNA Member, 
presents “It’s Your Move,” a speech on the history of board games 

• Friday March 19 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association 

• March 26-28 – ANA National Money Show, Portland, Oregon Visit www.money.org for details 
 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month except July and August at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 
Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 

downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 
 

RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 
the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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