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  March is here, and it’s finally 
feeling like spring, so what better 
way to spend a couple hours one 
weekend but at the Memorial Art 
Gallery?  Well, here’s your 
opportunity. On Saturday, March 
13th at 2:00 P.M.  you can join 
your fellow numismatists on a 
guided tour of the Augustus Saint 
Gaudens exhibit at the MAG.  
Cost is $7.00, $5.00 for seniors (62 
years or older), or free for MAG 
members.  I hope that everyone is 
able to make what will undoubtedly 
be an interesting tour.  Several 
people have already told me what a 
fantastic exhibit it is, and I am really 
looking forward to it.  If you would 
like to attend, please RSVP to me by 
Thursday, March 11th via email at 
dag@rochester.rr.com or by phone 
at 738-0908. 
   On another 
topic entirely, did 
anyone happen 
to catch the 
Buffalo News the 
other day?  Well, 
if you hadn’t, 
there was a story 
about the Buffalo 
branch of the 
Federal Reserve.  
Apparently, the 
Fed is in consolidation mode, and 
that includes the Buffalo branch.  As 
a result, later this year the building 
that currently houses the Fed will 
come up for sale.  According to the 
story, the building, “offers such 
amenities as an exterior gun turret, 
an indoor shooting range and 
cavernous underground vaults.”  Of 
course, we know all about the 
building, having had the opportunity 
to tour the facility last year.  Guess 
it’s a good thing we did while we had 
the chance! 

  The News reports, “The 
consolidation is expected to trim the 
local Federal Reserve work force by 
at least 60, from a current 125. The 
bank, which has seen its employee 
roster shrink from a peak of 300 
several years ago, was already dealing 
with excess space in its 130,000-
square-foot building.” 
   Not great news for the Buffalo 
economy, but it’s still good for 
Western New York to have a local 
office of the Federal Reserve.  They 
do provide some very valuable 
economic statistical reports on the 
area.  Not to mention, there’s simply 
the cachet of having a branch in 
Buffalo.  Of course, now this will 
offer the members of the RNA the 
opportunity to go BACK to Buffalo, 
as the Fed will relocate into another 
facility, albeit much smaller. Anyone 

up for Buffalo 
wings? 
   On another topic 
entirely, following 
some members 
recent exchanges 
with local purveyors 
of goods and 
services (you know, 
stores?) when trying 
to spend two-dollar 
bills, one-dollar 

coins, etc., I figured I might as well 
take another shot at it.  So, I went to 
the Twelve Corners branch of 
Charter one and got a $25 roll of 
Sacagawea dollars.  I was really 
hoping for bank rolls, but I’ll take 
someone else’s roll of miscellaneous 
Sackies with ugly brown toning and 
everything.  Of course, following 
past-president Jason Childers’ last 
experience with getting rolls there – 
he got 24 Sackies and 1 two-pence 
coin – I was sure to go through 
them before I left the bank.   

continued on page 6 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Buffalo Shuffles and Sacky Dollars 



THE MUHL FILES 

Counterfeiting: A Rochester Way to Wealth 
 

by Gerard Muhl 
  It once was said that money is the root of all evil. George 
Bernard Shaw, however, noted that, “the absence of money 
is the root of all evil.” To counter that absence, self-
enterprising men and women in the Rochester area decided 
to take the problem into their own hands and make their 
own cash. Rochester, it seemed, was a hotbed of 
counterfeiting. 
  The first encounters with counterfeiting happened back in 
the distant history of our area. The U.S. Mint first began 
producing coins for circulation in 1793, but it took more 
than 50 years for them to produce a sufficient number to 
keep business supplied and the economy running smoothly. 
Into this breach stepped the couanterfeiter to “do his civic 
duty.” 
  When Orringh 
Stone opened his 
inn on the road 
from Pittsford in 
1790, travelers to 
this area would 
have paid their fare 
in worn British 
halfpenny copper 
coins, one-cent 
pieces struck by 
any of four states 
(Connecticut was 
one), or in silver 
pieces of eight and 
their fractional 
parts stuck in 
Spain’s new world 
colonies. 
  It has been 
estimated that 
nearly three 
quarters of British-style money in America at that time 
consisted of light-weight counterfeits, while American and 
Spanish coins were also counterfeited, but to a lesser 
degree.  An 18th-century source for bogus coins was 
Machin’s Mill located near Newburgh, New York. 
  Better coins circulated in the major east-coast cities, but in 
pioneer areas like early Rochester, anything that even 
looked close to the real thing was accepted.  An early 
merchant would do business with some counterfeit money 
or he wouldn’t do business. In an archeological dig done by 
the Rochester Museum in the 1960s at the Stone-Tolan 
house, many bogus Connecticut cents and fake British 
halfpennies were uncovered.  

Rochester’s pioneer counterfeiter 
  The first suspected counterfeiter from Rochester was its 

first white settler, Ebenezer Allan.  In 1811, he was living 
across the border in Canada where he was arrested and 
charged with being a bit too self-enterprising.  It was 
believed that he struck Spanish-American silver pieces of 
eight containing about 20 percent silver instead of the 90 
percent in government-issued coins.  He circulated these 
coins in western New York where the American 
government gave Spanish silver legal-tender status until 
1857.  On the eve of the War in 1812, he was acquitted by 
the British Canadian court. Perhaps hurting the American 
economy was not considered a crime by the English at that 
time. 
  Until the 1860s, any bank in New York State could print 
and issue its own paper currency, and issue they did. The 

federal 
government didn’t 
declare its 
monopoly in the 
currency business 
until the Civil 
War.  In 
Rochester, sixteen 
banks issued $1, 
$5, $10 and $20 
bills, making 
possible 64 
different versions 
of bank notes 
from our city 
banks alone.  The 
notes of 
neighboring 
villages and 
nearby cities also 
circulated here. It 
was a situation 
made for the 

counterfeiter.   
  Our first bank, the Bank of Rochester, opened in 1824.  
By that time our village of under 10,000 citizens had already 
recorded seven arrests for passing bogus bills.  Numerous 
warning notices to be on the lookout for bad bank notes 
appears in the newspaper. 
  Rochester banks were noted for fiscal conservatism and 
soundness. Until the Civil War, only one Rochester bank 
failed, and that occurred only after an employee illegally 
signed and passed tens of thousands of dollars in bank 
notes backed by the credit of that bank, the Bank of 
Western New York. Generally, Rochester bank notes were 
exchanged at par for gold and silver, even in distant cities. 
  By 1836, counterfeit Bank of Rochester bills were 
discovered in Ohio and Michigan as well as in Rochester 
itself. In 1843, John Wickoff was arrested in New York City 
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Counterfeit coins circulated and copper examples were accepted by merchants as 
long as they were about the size and weight of official coins. At top, a phony silver 
plated brass Spanish 2 real piece, possibly made in Penn Yan. At bottom left and 

right, counterfeit British halfpennies struck in Kingston, N.Y. 



for counterfeiting $5 Bank of Rochester notes. If they were  
his notes in Ohio in 1836, it meant that he was in business 
for at least seven years.  He may also have been responsible 
for the Canal Bank of Rochester notes dated 1840 passing 
throughout the northeast at that time. Rochester never had 
a Canal Bank. 

Rochester: Made for Counterfeiting? 
  Rochester seems to have been a center for manufacturing 
and passing counterfeit money. Between 1821 and 1862, 
local newspapers reported 107 area arrests for passing 
bogus coin and paper money. This, of course, was only the 
number apprehended; many more rogues and rascals must 
have gotten away with their crimes. 
  Rochester citizens turned to making their own money 
especially when financial times were bad. Nearly 25 percent 
of the 107 arrests were made between 1857 and 1859, a 
period of economic recession. Of that number, only six 
were women, and one was a black man. All the rest were 
white males. 
   Many counterfeiters or 
“passers” were visitors to 
Rochester. Daniel G. 
Barber, an Erie Canal boat 
captain, was arrested in 
1861 for passing bad half 
dollars. A half dollar was a 
common day’s wage at the 
time. It seems that Barber 
buried a stash of counterfeit 
money behind the Spring 
House in Pittsford and only 
spent one or two pieces on 
trips to the city. 
Unfortunately for him, a 
team of Irish workmen 
repairing the banks of the 
canal fonud his illegal cache of over 200 “silver” half dollars 
and other coins.  When he returned for his money, the 
sheriff was waiting for him. 

Civic leaders, counterfeiters 
  Some counterfeiters and bill passers were long-time 
members of the community and were often leaders. Orson 
Doty and his wife, Jennie Eunice, were arrested for passing 
bad bills in 1845. She was arrested for the same charge in 
1865 along with an additional charge of prostitution.  
Cornelius Backus, son of a Gates minister, was arrested in 
1855 for bill passing. His father, who was arrested for 
counterfeiting in 1842, appeared to have learned his lesson, 
but not his son. A medical doctor, Dr. Salisbury, was 
caught passing notes in 1848. Counterfeiters often had 
plenty of genuine currency and therefore could make bail 
when charged. Once out of jail, they would head for 
greener pastures. More than once, the newspapers of the 
time reported that a counterfeiter had escaped and was 
believed heading west to the gold fields. 
  One source for the counterfeit bills passing in Rochester 
was G.H. Knapp. He advertised in the Rochester Daily Union 
of December 18, 1856, that from his rooms in the National 

Hotel he would offer classes in detecting counterfeit bills.  
He accepted no fee for his services. He gave merchants 
showing up at his rooms extensive free lists of the most 
frequently circulated bogus currency. He even offered a $25 
prize to the patron who after his lesson could pick, in a 
five-minute time limit, the most counterfeit bills from a 
table of hundreds of bills. 
  Knapp seems quite altruistic until we point out that a 
Professor Joseph Woods was also touring the country at 
about the same time, giving free counterfeit detection 
classes.  Woods and Knapp turned out to be the same 
person, and Woods was a counterfeiter, as was his father 
before him.  After teaching what bad bills to look for, 
Woods would send assistants to the town a few days later 
to pass his notes.  These notes would be accepted as 
genuine, since the trusting residents did not find them listed 
in Professor Wood’s handouts. 

Just passing through... 
  One group of counterfeiters and bill passers that is harder 

to document is made up of 
these who were operating 
in Rochester but who were 
never arrested in this area. 
Prior to 1848, when he 
moved to Cincinnati, 
Edward R. Graham was 
printing counterfeit bank 
notes with four different 
bank names from a print 
shop in downtown 
Rochester. Many years 
later, he told his story after 
the evidence to arrest him 
had disappeared.   
  In the early 1850s, 
Archibald McGregor, 

Clinton Barnes, and Thomas Janes moved their bogus note-
passing operation from Monroe County to Elkhart, 
Indiana. They had been buying their notes from a printer in 
New York City’s Bowery. They passed them throughout 
western New York. 
  It was typical for “shovers,” as bill passers were often 
called, to buy their merchandise from wholesalers who 
established state-wide networks. Money wholesaler James 
Garfield, of Troy, New York gave evidence in federal court 
in 1866 that one of his customers was the postmaster of 
Canandaigua. He noted that this particular man had over 
$10,000 of good money in the bank and was able to buy a 
hotel from his involvement in the money scams.  Another 
Garfield customer in Rochester was passing between $5,000 
and $10,000 a year in bogus cash. John Simms of Amboy 
near Syracuse testified that as a money wholesaler he sold 
his product to an attorney, a doctor, and a hotel owner.  
Merchants were also known to purchase and pass 
counterfeit notes to help their bottom lines. 
 

To Be Continued in April’s RNA News 
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Canal Bank of Rochester 
notes dated 1840 passing 

throughout the Northeast at 
the time. Rochester never 

had a Canal Bank. 



 

Gottfried 
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   Well, they were all Sackies, so I put several in my 
pocket and was off!  My first purchase was at Monty’s 
Krown, formerly the Rose and Crown for those who 
keep track of such things.  I was there for the Great 
Guinness Toast.  I ordered a Guinness from the 
bartender and gave her four Sackies. Uh-oh, here it 
comes… “So, get these at the post office, eh?” was the 
question.  Well, I was out with friends so I didn’t want to 
seem like a total dork and say “No, I actually went to the 
bank and requested the damn things,” so instead I said, 
“Why yes!”  While I knew I’d get some sort of reaction, 
I’m happy that they at least took them. After paying, a 
friend I was with suggested that if he got any in change, 
he’d give them back to the bartender. This brought me 
to the conclusion that bartenders should only give 
Sackies out as change – especially to those patrons who 
are particularly inebriated. They’ll probably just throw 
them back at the bar as tips! 
  On to my next experience. This one was even stranger. 
I went to the Fairport Village Inn for beers and fish fry 
with my family and some friends. While standing at the 
bar waiting for a table I ordered a beer (see a trend 
here?). I decided to pay with Sackies, so I pulled four out 
of my pocket and gave them to the bartender.  No 
problems whatsoever!  Not even a second glance!  But 
then something really strange happened.  As I was 

standing there drinking my beer, I noticed a couple at the 
bar were talking about dollar coins.  I kind of 
eavesdropped on their conversation and as it turned out, 
the guy was actually a fan of the coins. So much so that a 
moment later he pulled a roll out of his pocket to pay for 
his drink!  The rest of my Sackies ended up at other 
various shops with no problems.  Also no interesting 
stories, so I won’t go into it further. 
   Well, that about wraps it up for this month. Again, I 
look forward to seeing everybody on March 13th for the 
Augustus Saint Gaudens exhibit at the MAG – and 
please note the item below about the change in location 
for our March 18th meeting.   

David A. Gottfried 

 

March 18 meeting location changed 
Vice President Edie Coe sends along word that 

the March 18 RNA meeting won’t be in our 
usual downstairs meeting room. Because of a 

scheduling conflict at the RMSC (those darned 
Depression glass collectors...), the March 18 
meeting will take place in Room 20 of the 

Gannett School, just upstairs from the Gannett 
School entrance (by the elevator). 

We’ll have signs posted at the door – and don’t 
miss out on this meeting’s special presentation, 
as RNA member/Fairport mayor Clark King 

presents his talk on the history of board games!
 

From the Archives 
 

Gerry Muhl sends along this clipping from the March 23, 1935 Rochester 
Times Union, sent to him by club member and renowned local historian 

Donovan Shilling. 
 

Gerry writes: “Don thought club members might get a laugh from it if you 
used it in the newsletter. It seems that as early as 1935, people were 

aware of the scarcity of the 1922 cent. 
 

“Strangely, if a person in 1922 had taken an MS-63 1922 ‘plain’ cent and 
saved it, he could now buy that car with the $19,000 price it lists for in the 

Red Book.” 
 

Thanks to Gerry and Don for sharing this bit of history with us! 
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St. Gaudens exhibit tour March 13 
 
  It’s not too late to sign up for the RNA’s special visit to the 
Memorial Art Gallery on Saturday, March 13. 
  The MAG is presenting “American Glory: Augustus St. 
Gaudens, American Sculptor of the Gilded Age,” a traveling 
exhibition of 68 of the famed artist’s works in bronze, plaster 
and marble, including examples of St. Gaudens’ numismatic 
work. 
   While the exhibit runs through April 11th, we’ve arranged a 
special guided tour for RNA members, with special attention 
paid to St. Gaudens’ numismatic legacy. 
   Our tour will begin at 3 PM on March 13, but please show 
up at the museum a little early so we can gather everyone 
together in the main entrance area. 
   The museum is located at 500 University Avenue. Parking is 
available in lots behind the museum off Goodman Avenue and 
Prince Street. 
   The cost for this special tour will be $7.00, $5.00 for seniors 
62 and over – and if you’re a MAG member, you get in for 
free. 
   Don’t miss out on this rare opportunity for a close-up look at 
some of St. Gaudens’ masterpieces. Please RSVP no later than 
March 11 to president David Gottfried at 585-738-0908 or 
dag@rochester.rr.com. (Check with Dave if you need a ride, 
too!) 

 

 
  

 

How can you reach Rochester area 
coin collectors each month??? 

 

Have your ad published in a full year of the RNA News. 
 

Rates: 
Full page — $220/year  
Half-page — $110/year  

Quarter page — $55/year  
* NEW * Business Card Ads * NEW * 

Just $25/year – your best bargain 
(And remember – noncommercial “Wanted” notices are always free to club members in good standing! Send 

them to rnanews@fybush.com) 
 

For more information, contact RNA News editor 
Scott Fybush at 442-5411 or at rnanews@fybush.com. 

\ 
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The Calendar  March-April 

 

• Thursday March 4 – 8 PM – Arthur D. Cohen recalls “55 Years of Coin Collecting, or, Something Funny 
Happened On The Way To Parsky’s”  

• Saturday March 13 – 2 PM – St. Gaudens Exhibit Tour, Memorial Art Gallery, 500 University Ave. Details on 
page 7 – don’t miss it! 

• Thursday March 18 – 8 PM – The Honorable Clark King, Mayor of Fairport and longtime RNA Member, 
presents “It’s Your Move,” a speech on the history of board games. NOTE: This meeting will take place in 
Room 20 of the Gannett School instead of our usual meeting room! 

• Friday March 19 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association “Stump the Advisor,” anyone? 

• March 26-28 – ANA National Money Show, Portland, Oregon Visit www.money.org for details 

• Thursday April 1 – 8 PM – Gerry Muhl presents “A Lively Numismatic Quiz – With Prizes!” 

• Thursday April 15 – 8 PM – Ira Stein speaks on “Registry Sets and How They Affect Collectors.” (If you’re 
Jim Sanders, the answer’s probably, “not at all”!) 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month except July and August at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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