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  This is my last letter as President of 
the RNA. I think we’ve had one 
heck of a successful year. As I write 
this, we are in the process of having 
new cabinets delivered and installed 
for our Library. We just hosted our 
annual banquet at the Green Lantern 
Inn, honoring past-president Jason 
Childers. We had TWO picnics this 
year (sorry about that one!)  And our 
members have stepped up to the 
plate in terms of volunteer and 
financial support.   
  I have had a wonderful time the 
last several years serving as 
Membership Chair, Treasurer, Vice 
President and President of the RNA. 
I look forward to serving next year 
as Chair of the Nominating 
Committee and Numismatist of the 
Year Committee. I will also continue 
working with other members in the 
club to try and secure an ANA 
Convention for Rochester in 2012.  
However, I am really looking 
forward to taking a break!  
  I also plan to spend some much 
needed time on our website – 
www.the-rna.com, as there’s all sorts 
of interesting club news that should 
be up there. 
  I would like to thank the following 
people who donated materials for 
door prizes at the banquet:  Ursula 
Loose, Richard Nachbar, and Ralph 
and Jane Dintruff.   
  I would also like to congratulate 
Scott Fybush for his award of this 
year’s Numismatist of the Year 
Award, and his receipt from Richard 
Nachbar of a scholarship to attend 
the ANA’s Summer Seminar in 
Colorado Springs this summer, 
where he will be studying the 
identification of counterfeit coins.  
  Scott is definitely an asset to our 

organization and fully deserves these 
honors.   
  As last year’s recipient, I must 
reiterate what a wonderful 
educational experience this is. It’s 
also an extremely good way to meet 
other collectors and dealers from 
around the country, as well as many 
of the members of the ANA Board 
of Governors. Scott’s one hell of a 
booster for this area, and for our 
club, and I can imagine the ANA 
Board members won’t leave 
Colorado Springs this year without 
knowing Scott! 
  I would also like to thank everyone 
who has contributed both financially 
and with time for the Rochester 
Junior Numismatic Association.  
Ursula has been fantastic as the 
club’s main supporter from the 
senior club. Also, as many of you 
may know, Richard Nachbar made a 
donation of $500.00 to the junior 
club this year!  I hope that this leads 
to further strengthening of the oldest 
junior club in the nation.  Ted Kraus 
(son of our new VP Tom Kraus) has 
served well as president of the RJNA 
this year, and there is a strong base 
of members to keep the club going 
strong. 
 As I wrap things up, everyone 
should be sure to attend the last two 
regular meetings of the year.  We 
have an excellent speaker in Wayne 
Scheible on June 3rd, our annual 
meeting, and then there’s the annual 
auction on June 17th.  Following 
that, our club picnic (only one of 
em’) will be held on a date that I will 
not mention, for fear of getting it 
wrong!  (Editor’s note: Sunday, August 
8. Really!) I hope everyone has an 
excellent summer!   

David Gottfried
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Some Final Words from (soon-to-be-
former) President Dave 



THE RNA’S PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL SERIES: #91 

The Jason Childers Medal is Here 
 

  At the Rochester Numismatic Association’s annual 
banquet on Friday, May 28, the Jason Childers presidential 
medal was officially launched on an unsuspecting public. 

91st in an ongoing series 
   At Jason’s request, club curator John Zabel brought the 
complete set of presidential medals out of the vaults for 
display. While the RNA’s long-touted status as the oldest 
continuously-operating 
local coin club in America 
has come under some 
question (there are 
contenders in Pittsburgh, 
Boston and New York 
City with valid claims that 
predate our club’s 1912 
founding), there’s 
absolutely no disputing 
the history behind the 
RNA’s series of 
presidential medals. 
Every president, from 
founder George French 
(1913) to number 90, 
Scott Fybush (2002), was 
represented in bronze (or 
occasionally copper) on 
the table at the Green 
Lantern Inn. 
And now there’s Jason 

  Medals Committee chair 
Bill Coe added the latest 
addition to the set when 
he presented Jason with 
the first of the Childers medals, just picked up that very 
afternoon from the North American Mint in Rochester, 
where work continued right down to the wire to get the 
medals ready for presentation. 
   Like all medals since 1992 (John G. Cooper), the Jason 
Childers medal was modeled and engraved by Bryan 
Timmons from a photograph and from designs created by 
Bill Durand. 
  The Childers medal continues the rimless design motif, 
reminiscent of the classic Alphonse Kolb-designed RNA 
medals, that was restored with last year’s Fybush medal. 
   But it also introduces some new design features: legends 
in the “Tolkien” font, a special request by Jason, and below 
the date, an “R” mintmark, the first time a mintmark has 
been used on an RNA medal. 
   And Jason becomes the first president since Darlene 
Corio (2000) to be depicted without a necktie, though one 
could argue that Darlene had a much better excuse. 
   The reverse of the medal continues the traditional RNA 
shield design originally created by Alphonse Kolb, with the 

legend “ROCHESTER NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION/BRANCH 2 OF A.N.A.” surrounding 
the shield. 
   The finish on the medal is matte, with an antiqued lacquer 
treatment to the surface of the medal. 

Medals in metals 
   As is traditional, the medal was made available to RNA 

members both in bronze 
(provided as part of the 
membership dues of 
each paid member 
during the 2002-2003 
presidential year) and in 
silver (for a $35 charge, 
up from last year’s $30 
because of the rising 
price of silver.) 
   A unique die trial piece 
was struck in lead and 
provided to Jason for his 
collection, which will 
also include the die used 
to strike the medal. 
  And a unique pewter 
piece was struck and 
offered in a raffle, which 
was conveniently won by 
presidential spouse 
Melanie Childers. 

Another distinctive 
medal on display 

   Also available for view 
at the banquet was a 

unique example of the 48th presidential medal, Charlie 
Ricard’s 1960 specimen. After the medal was struck, 
sculptor Alphonse Kolb took one bronze example and 
massively retooled it, turning Ricard’s suited bust into a 
cropped Roman-style bust, complete with a laurel wreath 
painstakingly crafted from individual pieces of gold worked 
onto the medal.  
   As for Jason’s medal, he reports that 150 examples were 
struck in bronze, with xx in silver plus unique pewter and 
lead specimens. 

Next! 
At next year’s banquet, a medal will be presented to the 
2003-2004 president, David A. Gottfried. No word yet on 
what he has in store for his medal, though he’s strongly 
denying rumors that the reverse will feature images of two 
separate summer picnics. And after that will be Edie Coe, 
half of the third husband-wife presidential pair to be 
featured in the RNA’s medal series. (She’ll join the 
Ostermans and the Zabels.) 
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The 2004 Meinhart Speaking Contest 

    
From left to right: David Rutledge, Steven Rutledge, Eshan Mitra, Mark Caufield, Ted Kraus, 

Ursula Loose, Sam Kashtan, Steven Soler 

 
The Rochester Junior Numismatic Association turned 
out seven talented and well-researched speakers for the 
2004 Meinhart Speaking Contest, and what a 
challenge the RNA judges had in awarding a winner!  
  Speakers this year ranged in age from 9 to 14, and 
what a list of topics: 
 

• Mark Caufield  Mark Caufield  Mark Caufield  Mark Caufield  “Why Change the Nickel 
Now?” 

• Sam KashtonSam KashtonSam KashtonSam Kashton “Liberty Head Nickels” 

• Teddy KrausTeddy KrausTeddy KrausTeddy Kraus “Winged Liberty Dime” 

• Eshan MitraEshan MitraEshan MitraEshan Mitra “Minting Errors on Buffalo 
Nickels” 

• David RutledgeDavid RutledgeDavid RutledgeDavid Rutledge “Versions of Silver Dollars” 

• Steven RutledgeSteven RutledgeSteven RutledgeSteven Rutledge “History of the Penny:  How 
and Why it Changed Over the Years” 

• Steven SolerSteven SolerSteven SolerSteven Soler “How I began Coin Collecting” 
 
After much deliberation, the judges picked David 
Rutledge as this year’s winner for his presentation on 
the histor y of the dollar coin, all the way from 1794 to 
Sacagawea. Congratulations to David, and to all who 
shared their numismatic research with the senior club! 
 

 
 

Judge Bill Coe presents the plaque to David Rutledge
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Odds and Ends: 
Year-End Auction Preview 

 
Here are just some of the many lots that will be up for 
bid on June 17 at the RNA’s Year-End Auction. Bring 
your cash, and bid early, often and (please!) in full-dollar 
increments... 
 

• Gibraltar 2002 BU Set 5.00 

• Eisenhower Proof Silver $1 1972D  $5.00 

• Bicentennial Key Chain $3.00 
 

•   •   • 

 

New Officers, Board Elected at 
Annual Meeting 

 
   The RNA’s membership unanimously approved the 
Nominating Committee’s slate of officers and board 
members for the 2004-2005 year at the club’s Annual 
Meeting on June 3.  
  The 2004-2005 officers will be: 
 

• President Edie Coe 

• Vice President Tom Kraus 

• Secretary Steve Lanzafame 

• Treasurer Ted Vaccarella 
 

• Curator John Zabel 

• Librarian Jason Childers  
 

   The club also elected Jim Sanders and Gerry Muhl 
to the Board of Directors for terms running 2004-2007. 
Jim and Gerry join Bill Coe and Scott Fybush (terms 
expiring 2005) and Darlene Corio and Doug Musinger 
(terms expiring 2006) on the board. 
 

•   •   • 

Bob Doty Update...and our 
condolences to Ed Quagliana 

 
   Good news from Florida – or actually from New 
Mexico, where the Dotys were last heard from as they 
received word from Bob’s doctors that “you are now 
free to move about the country.” 

   They’re on their annual summertime motorhome tour 
of America, with stops already made in White Sands and 
Santa Fe, New Mexico and upcoming visits to Colorado 
Springs (bet they’ll stop at the ANA Museum) and 
Denver. Eventually, they’ll turn east and we’ll see them 
here in Rochester for the RNA’s picnic. 
   And we send our condolences to RNA life member 
Ed Quagliana, on the recent death of his wife, Ann. 
 

•   •   • 

 

Oh yeah, the picnic... 
 

...is on Sunday, August 8. Not August 15, as the last 
issue of RNA News erroneously reported. We’ll get the 
picnic date right someday. Really, we will. 
 

 

•   •   • 
 
 

From the Curator: Donations 
Needed 

 
  Gerry Muhl writes:  
 
  Here are some coin donations the curator would love 
to have to finish the RNA’s half-cent collection: 
 

• 1796 

• 1803 

• 1804 plain 4 

• 1805 large 5 

• 1806 small 6 

• 1808 over 7 

• 1809 over 6 

• 1811 

• 1826 

• 1828 13-stars 

• 1834 
 
  (needed in Very Good or better) 
 
  What a wonderful tax-deduction opportunity for next 
year! 
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Stelllllllaaaaaaaa!!!!! 
 

Gerry Muhl, the RNA’s historian who can really cut the 
mustard, sends along a clipping from the Democrat and 
Chronicle from way back on June 29, 1897: 
 
“Who ever saw a four-dollar United States gold coin? A coin of 
that denomination, bearing date 1879, was offered in Cincinnati 
a few days ago. Tested by weight it was found to be worth 20 cents 
more than $4. There is no record of any coinage of that 
denomination, and experts were puzzled to account for its 
appearance.” 
 
Says Gerry: The coin mentioned was probably one of 
the originals, since many restrikes were lightweight. 
Stellas were mentioned in W. Elliott Woodward’s 
various 1880s auctions and in H.P. Smith’s sale of 1906. 
Obviously, however, most people never heard of them. 
They were not sold to collectors by the mint, but at least 
400 restrikes were ordered by Congressmen. 
  It was said that looped specimens commondly adorned 
the bosoms of Washington’s most famous madams, 
who owned houses of ill repute favored by 
Congressmen. Many come today showing signs that 
loops were removed. 
 

 
 
 
  And we’d add, to answer the D&C’s long-ago 
question, that anyone who attended the RNA’s Annual 
Banquet last month got to see a gorgeous Flowing Hair 
Stella, at least if they asked Richard Nachbar what he 
had in his pocket that night...   
 

How can you reach Rochester area 
coin collectors each month??? 

 

Have your ad published in a full year of the RNA News. 
 

Rates: 
Full page — $220/year  
Half-page — $110/year  

Quarter page — $55/year  
* NEW * Business Card Ads * NEW * 

Just $25/year – your best bargain 
(And remember – noncommercial “Wanted” notices are always free to club members in good standing! Send 

them to rnanews@fybush.com) 
 

For more information, contact RNA News editor 
Scott Fybush at 442-5411 or at rnanews@fybush.com. 

\ 
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The Calendar  June-July-August 

 

• Thursday June 3 – 8 PM – Annual Meeting. Wayne Scheible speaks tonight as well, on “What About Irene?” 

• Thursday June 17 – 8 PM – Year-End Auction Look for auction lot listings inside 

• June 18-20 – ROPEX Rochester’s biggest stamp show, at the Webster Field House 

• Sunday August 8 – Summer Picnic Powder Mill Park, Perinton. More details in the July-August newsletter – 
but yes, August 8 is the correct date. 

• August 18-22 – ANA World’s Fair of Money, Pittsburgh  It’s never too soon to plan for Pittsburgh this 
summer! Visit www.money.org for details 

• Thursday September 2 – 8 PM - Welcome Back Meeting In which we talk about “what we did on our summer 
vacations,” notwithstanding that it won’t even be Labor Day yet! 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month except July and August at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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