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  First, I would like to thank the 
Officers and members who have 
kept me informed of their ideas and 
suggestions for keeping our Club 
active and educational to all.  The 
Board has discussed your 
suggestions and many have been 
implemented as of this writing. 
  The RNA News continues to 
educate, inform, and amuse us.  I am 
sure members who cannot attend 
the meetings enjoy reading of our 
activities. You are invited to write 
articles for the RNA News if you 
would like to see your thoughts on 
coin collecting published.  
  We would like to hear from anyone 
who does not regularly attend our 
twice-monthly meetings. Let us 
know how you are. It is always nice  

to hear from our members.  
  The 32nd Annual Coin Show and 
Sale Committee has been working 
hard preparing for the November 6 
and 7th Show.  
  Everything is in order, although a 
few more volunteers would be very 
much appreciated.  
  Members are encouraged to 
develop a display to enter in the 
Alphonse A. Kolb Best of Show 
Exhibit Contest. Bring your children 
and grandchildren to the show. This 
is a great way to introduce them to 
coin collecting. 
  HAPPY THANKSGIVING to 
everyone.  EAT HEARTY! 
 
 

Edie Coe 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Happy Turkey Day 



WHAT I DID ON MY SUMMER VACATION 

A Summer Seminar Adventure at ANA 
 

By Scott Fybush 
  For several years now, I’ve looked at the course listings 
for the ANA’s Summer Seminar in the Numismatist each 
spring and entertained thoughts of traveling to Colorado 
Springs to soak in 
the learning for 
myself. Something 
always seemed to 
come up, though – 
until this year, 
when I had the 
great good fortune 
to be the recipient 
of a scholarship 
from coin dealer 
(and RNA 
member) Richard 
Nachbar. 
   So it was that the 
end of June found 
me flying off to the 
ANA’s home city 
for a week of 
intense, hands-on 
numismatic education and fun. 
  The Summer Seminar experience starts right at the 
airport, where volunteers are waiting to bring attendees to 
the campus of Colorado College, 
a small liberal-arts school that’s 
also home to ANA 
headquarters. (They’re also 
waiting to press bottled water 
into the hands of every student 
and faculty member – at 7,000 
feet above sea level, it’s 
important to stay hydrated in the 
thin air of Colorado Springs!) 
   I picked “Detection of 
Counterfeit and Altered U.S. 
Coins as my main course for the 
feast of learning that is Summer 
Seminar, and I’m glad I did. For 
three and a half days, the 30 or 
so students in the class had the 
opportunity to listen to former 
ANACS top 
graders/authenticators Tom 
DeLorey (now with Harlan J. 
Berk in Chicago) and Mary 
Sauvain (now a coin dealer in 
Colorado Springs) share their decades of knowledge and 
experience in identifying fake and altered coins – and then 

to examine the questionable items ourselves. Each 
morning and afternoon, Tom would enter the classroom 
with a case full of dozens of coins – everything from 
Colonials through half cents and all the way up to $20 gold 

pieces (lots and lots 
of $20 gold pieces!) 
and commemoratives 
– and we’d then have 
several hours to work 
our way down the 
table, examining each 
one through loupes 
and scopes. 
   (The ANA has an 
exemption from 
federal law that 
allows it to legally 
possess counterfeit 
coins for educational 
purposes, and new 
donations of 
counterfeit – and real 
– material are always 
welcome to add to 

the collection and further enrich the experience of students 
in this annual class.) 
   I’m not a dealer or even a very high-powered collector, 

but that didn’t keep me from 
walking away from the class with a 
much deeper understanding of 
how many ways coins can be not 
only faked outright but also 
convincingly altered. For instance, 
most of us know that the keys to 
the Buffalo nickel series are the 
branch-mint coins of the mid-
twenties – but did you know that 
clever con artists have perfected a 
method of drilling into the edge of 
a Philadelphia-mint coin, right at 
the bottom, and using a little 
pincer-like device inserted into 
that hole to emboss a very 
convincing “D” or “S” into the 
(otherwise undisturbed) surface of 
the coin, under the “FIVE 
CENTS” legend? Remember, all 
coins have three sides, and 
sometimes the edge is the key! 
   It was also a huge thrill to be 

able to spend so much time closely examining the genuine 
coins that were mixed in among the fakes to keep us
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The author’s class on Detection of Counterfeit and Altered U.S. Coins 

 
Instructors Tom DeLorey and Mary Sauvain lay out the 

day’s inventory of subject matter 



on our toes. Most of us don’t get to spend an entire 
afternoon looking at gold dollars and $3 pieces – at least, I 
sure don’t! (And it was a huge thrill to pass the “final 
exam” by correctly identifying every one of the last 21 
coins we were shown as either real or fake, too!) 
   More such eye-opening moments were to be found 
down the street at ANA headquarters, where the Bass 
Collection of U.S. gold and patterns is on permanent 
display. Especially in 
light of the closure of 
the Smithsonian’s 
numismatic exhibit, 
this is truly one of 
the treasures of the 
museum world.  
  But the daytime 
classes are just one 
part of the Summer 
Seminar experience. 
  There are a variety 
of evening activities, 
including mini-
courses that run 
anywhere from one 
to three nights, “Bull 
Sessions” featuring 
numismatic 
luminaries talking about their favorite topics for an hour or 
two, late-night conversations out under the stars, and the 
unparalleled fun of being able to sit down for lunch (the 
food is plentiful and excellent, by the way) with big names 
like Ken Bressett and Bill Fivaz. 
   There’s also lots to do that’s just plain fun. A variety of 
afternoon and evening tours 
explore the scenic Front 
Range region of Colorado, 
including a train ride up 
Pikes Peak and a trip up to 
Denver for a Colorado 
Rockies game. 
   For a mini-course one 
evening, I picked “Creative 
Mint Errors,” a hands-on 
session led by Ron Landis 
and Mike Ellis from the 
Gallery Mint Museum in 
Arkansas. 
   Ron and Mike brought 
their antique minting 
equipment with them to 
Colorado, and that night 
they poured out molten pewter into molds and let the 
“students” roll out strips of metal, punch out planchets, 
strike our own Summer Seminar medals and edge-letter 
them. And since it was an “Errors” class, the real goal was 
to show us how things like brockages, struck-through-

debris pieces, clipped planchets and so on are made. A 
little learning, a little fun – what more could you ask for? 
   For me at least, one of the real highlights of the week 
was seeing all the YNs (Young Numismatists) who came to 
Colorado for the Summer Seminar. Several local clubs, 
most notably the Ozarks Coin Club in Arkansas and 
Missouri, sent large contingents of junior members for the 
week (some even stayed for both weeks of the seminar), 

and the juniors 
were everywhere all 
the time – not only 
attending classes 
but also running a 
used-book sale and 
a huge auction to 
raise money for 
future YN 
scholarships. 
   It’s fitting, then, 
that next year’s 
RNA scholarship 
from Richard 
Nachbar will go to 
a member of our 
own Rochester 
Junior Numismatic 
Association. 

   Richard announced at the club’s October 21 meeting that 
he’ll award a full scholarship (seminar tuition and airfare) 
to the winner of an essay competition he’s sponsoring for 
the junior club. 
   RJNA members have until January 1, 2005 to submit a 
one-page essay explaining why they should be chosen to 

attend the Summer Seminar 
next year. Essays can be 
submitted to RJNA advisor 
Steve Lanzafame, and 
Richard will conduct the 
judging and announce a 
winner in early 2005. 
   (Juniors can learn more 
about the Summer Seminar 
by visiting the ANA website 
at www.money.org.) 
   Even if you’re not 
traveling on scholarship, I 
highly recommend the 
Summer Seminar to anyone 
with more than the slightest 
passing interest in 
numismatics. If you’re an 

expert numismatist, it’s a chance to renew old 
acquaintances and learn even more from some of the top 
names in the hobby. If you’re not quite so expert, there is 
simply no better place to learn from the experts. I know I’ll 
be going back some summer very soon.
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Mike Ellis and Ron Landis show off the Gallery Mint Museum’s traveling workshop 

The author strikes up a medal on the Gallery’s presses 



The RNA’s 32nd Annual Coin Show and Sale 
Saturday, November 6 – 10AM to 5 PM - Sunday, November 7 – 10 AM to 4 PM 

RMSC Eisenhart Auditorium, 657 East Avenue 
 

by William D. Coe 
Coin Show Committee Chairman 

   You don’t have to travel all the way to Kansas City or San 
Jose to find out what a big coin show is like. In just a few 
weeks, you’ll get to experience a bourse floor and exhibits 
right here in town, just one floor above our usual meeting 
room, as the RNA presents its 32st annual Coin Show and 
Sale, one of the largest annual shows in our region. 
   The Coin Show Committee hopes that every RNA member 
will take advantage of this opportunity to visit several coin 
and stamp dealers at one location.  
  It is a very efficient way to find just that right item you are 
looking for. You can actually hold and see each item to 
evaluate it without the need to send it back and forth in the 
mails. Likewise, if you have items to dispose of, the 
transaction can take place right there without complications. 
 

Help Your Club 
 

  Since the show is a club project, it is expected that as many 
members as possible will participate in its presentation. 
Actually, you will find that it is a very rewarding experience. 
You will have the opportunity to rub elbows with the dealers 
and expand your knowledge in many numismatic areas. Also, 
it will give you a chance to work with and get to know the 
other members better. Several types of activity and many time 

frames are available. Over the years, the RNA has thrived 
because of this type of fellowship.  
 

Present a Display 
 

You are encouraged to develop a display to enter in the 
Exhibit Contest. At stake is the prestigious Alphonse Kolb 
“Best of Show” award. It is a beautiful plaque that you can be 
proud to display.  
   Please see Gerry Muhl or John Zabel to arrange for the 
cases you will need. Also, check with them if you want some 
pointers on how to present your exhibit. 
   And be sure to visit the exhibit area on the stage to see what 
John’s displaying from the club’s own collection! 
 

RNA Goodies 
 

    And be sure to check at the front table for RNA items you 
might still need for your collection. We’ll also have extra 
copies of the RNA News and information about the club – as 
well as a table for our friends from the Rochester Philatelic 
Association – to help newcomers to numismatics learn how to 
become more involved with “the Hobby of Kings.” 
   The Coin Show and Sale is a great way to get new collectors 
involved in the hobby, so be sure to invite anyone who might 
be interested in coins and stamps to come, meet our dealers 
and members, and see what numismatics (and philatelics) is all 
about! 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Frank VanZandt 
 

   The RNA’s 87th president, Frank VanZandt, member 
#62, died October 30th at age 55, after a long illness. 
  Frank’s day job was as a farmer, out there on VanZandt 
Road in Livonia, but he was best known among RNA 
members and the 
national 
numismatic 
community for his 
passion for 
numismatic 
literature.  
  Frank served as 
secretary/treasurer 
of the Numismatic 
Bibliomania 
Society. He also 
served as assistant historian for the Town of Livonia and as a 
master of the Livonia F&AM. 

  He joined the RNA in 1993 and served as president in 
1998-1999. 
  Our deepest condolences go out to Frank’s wife, Barbara, 
his father, William I. VanZandt, his son, William H. 
VanZandt, and his grandchildren. 
   Memorial contributions can be made to the Geneseo 
Dialysis Center, c/o Noyes Hospital, Dansville NY 14437. 

••••   ••••   •••• 

Steven Sorochty 
 

  RNA member number 9, Steven Sorochty, died October 
14.  
  Steve joined the RNA on February 2, 1961. He served in 
the U.S. Navy in World War II, fighting on Okinawa. He 
later worked as a Rochester firefighter and at General 
Motors.  
   Steve was predeceased by his wife,Olga and his son, Philip. 
Our condolences go out to his daughter, Mary Ann Cranmer, 
his daughter-in-law, Judy, and by four grandchildren and a 
great-granddaughter. 
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YOU WILL WANT THIS

BOOK AS PART OF YOUR

NUMISMATIC LIBRARY

A compilation of articles written by the author over the

years

Information on cleaning coins

How to keep your coins from toning, tarnishing or

experiencing chemical wear

Photos of coins before and after cleaning

What causes the diverse colors on coins

Can thick toning hide physical wear?

The refining of silver at the Carson City Mint

What can cause antique uncirculated coins to be dull that

are not toned

Intentional vs. Accidental toning

How to keep your prooflike coins in pristine condition

And many other subjects on coin chemistry are included

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Call to Order:

1-800-932-4557

“This is a milestone book that
should stand forever as the standard

reference on this subject.”
– Kenneth Bressett, Editor of Red Book

ONLY $16.95 plus $1.95 Postage and Handling:

Name________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City_________________________State_________ Zip_________

Phone (      )________ - ______________

Please make payment by check, money order or credit card to:
American Sports Media, 3495 Winton Place, Bldg. E, Ste. 2, Rochester, NY 14623

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ AMEX ❑ Discover ❑ Check/Money Order

Charge to Acct. No._________________________________________

Expiration date _____________

Print Name _______________________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________

No. of Books Each Total

$16.95

P&H                 $1.95        

Subtotal

NY State Res. only
add 8.25% sales  tax

Total

Makes a
great

GIFT!

RNA

6x9 Hardcover Book

 



 

The Calendar  November-December 

 

• Thursday November 4 – 8 PM – John Bailey speaks on the RNA’s half-cent collection, after spending the 
summer studying and cataloging our holdings. Don’t miss this one!  

• Saturday November 6 – Sunday November 7 – RNA’s 32nd Annual Coin Show & Sale See page 6!  

• Thursday November 18 – 8 PM – Dave Gottfried speaks on RNA founder Dr. George French and the Illinois 
Hard Times Tokens 

• Friday November 19 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association Open to any collector 17 or 
younger. Contact Junior Club advisor Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 or unpub@aol.com for information. 

• Thursday December 2 – 8 PM – Richard Imburgia speaks on “Error Coins,” something he sees a lot of as he 
searches all those rolls of cents. 

• Thursday December 16 – 8 PM – Holiday Auction! Still looking for that perfect gift for the special numismatist 
in your life? Absolutely convinced that your significant other really needs a glass ashtray embossed with the 
Buffalo nickel design? You need to attend the RNA’s holiday auction. (And note that auction lots must be 
submitted to the editor by November 19 to be included in the December issue’s listings!) 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month except July and August at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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