
  

RNA        News 
The official journal of the Rochester Numismatic Association 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remembering Jim Sanders 
PLUS: Gerry Muhl on Peruvian history and the club’s 

collection • A date for the picnic 
 

February 2005 
 
 

 



 

 



RNA News 
 The official journal of the 

Rochester Numismatic Association 
Established January 1912 

 

One of America’s oldest local coin 
clubs 

 

ANA Branch #2 
Life Club #8 

    

Member:Member:Member:Member:    American Numismatic 
Society, Empire State Numismatic 
Association, Canadian Numismatic 

Association, Token and Medal Society, 
Rochester Museum & Science Center 

 

Newsletter Editor: Scott Fybush 
rnanews@fybush.com 

 

2004-2005 Officers: 
 

President: Edith Coe 
585-865-7992 

billcoe@juno.com 
 

Vice President: Tom Kraus 
585-241-3807 

tkraus1@rochester.rr.com 
 

Secretary: Steve Lanzafame 
585-288-1932 
unpub@aol.com 

 

Treasurer: Ted Vaccarella 
585-538-6945 

 tedvacc37@rochester.rr.com 
 

Curator: John Zabel 
Librarian: Jason Childers 

Historian: Robert Doty 
 

Board of Directors: 
Gerard Muhl 
(2004-2007) 

Darlene Corio, Douglas Musinger 
(2003-2006) 

William D. Coe, Scott Fybush  
(2002-2005) 

 

Visit the RNA Web site: 
www.the-rna.com 

 

P.O. Box 10056P.O. Box 10056P.O. Box 10056P.O. Box 10056    
Rochester NY 14610Rochester NY 14610Rochester NY 14610Rochester NY 14610----0056005600560056    

Material published in RNA News is copyright by its 
authors or by the Rochester Numismatic Association, 
and may not be reproduced without permission of the 

author or the RNA. All rights reserved. 

  As you know, our 2005 Year is 
here but it has been saddened by 
the death of our member and 
board member Jim Sanders on 
December 26. Jim attended our 
dinner at the “Thyme In The 
Garden Restaurant” and the 
meeting on December 16. He 
donated his collection of fruit 
stickers to the Club’s Library at 
that time. We will all miss him 
very much. Our prayers go out to 
Jim’s family.  
  It has been suggested that the 
Club make some type of 
memorial to Jim. This will be 
discussed at a Special Board 
Meeting on February 3, 2005, at 
7:15 P.M. before our regular 
meeting at 8:00 P.M. Board 
Meetings are open to all members 
and we hope that having it before 
a regular meeting will make it 
more convenient for more 
members to attend. Please attend 
and give your thoughts on what 
you would like to see happen.  
  If you can’t attend but would 
like to make a suggestion, you 
may E-mail me at billcoe@juno.com. 
Also, I will be appointing a 
member to fill Jim’s place on the 
Board. I would like to see some 
of our newer members become 
more involved. If you would like 
to be considered for the position, 
please let me know as soon as 
possible. 
  I am looking forward to the last 
half of my year as President. I 
have enjoyed the meetings and 
hope that you have as well. 
Everyone has been extremely 
helpful and I appreciate all of 
your suggestions. I try to take 
action on all of them, but if I 
miss yours, please take the time 
to remind me. An E-mail or note 
would be helpful. I may forget 

something, but if I have it written 
down I’m sure to come across it 
eventually!  
  Many thanks to all members 
who have volunteered to give a 
talk during the 2004-2005 season. 
Remember-- If you don’t let us 
know you would like to give a 
talk, we won’t know you have a 
subject. Don’t wait for us to beg--
Volunteer now! This is YOUR 
CLUB, please help make it 
SUCCESSFUL! 
  Vice President Tom Kraus 
checked his list of things to do in 
January and has set our picnic 
date for Sunday, July 17, 2005. 
Wadhams Lodge, Powder Mills 
Park (time to be announced). 
Please put it on your calendar 
now! 
  Joe Lanzafame has let the board 
know that he is unable to act as 
secretary for the rest of 2005. 
Mike Luck has volunteered to 
record the meetings and Joe will 
continue to type them up and get 
them to me to be posted at the 
meetings. Thanks Mike for 
volunteering! 
  Here’s to a Healthy, Happy, and 
Prosperous New Year to all! 

Edie Coe  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Remembering Jim 

Special Board Meeting! 
 

Thursday, February 3 
 

7:15 PM (immediately 
prior to the regular RNA 

meeting) 
 

Eisenhart Auditorium, 
Lower Level, 657 East 

Avenue 



IN MEMORIAM 

Jim Sanders, 1946-2004 
 
  The RNA lost board member and good friend James 
W. Sanders on December 26, 2004, when he 
succumbed to chronic lymphocytic leukemia, a 
condition brought on by exposure to Agent Orange 
during his service in Vietnam. 
   Jim was RNA member 78, having joined the club 
January 27, 1998. He was elected to the Board of 
Directors in 2001 and re-elected in 2004. 
   In his six years with the club, Jim brought the club 
his expertise on legal matters, his unusual collecting 
preferences, and a sense of 
good humor that will long 
be missed. 
   Jim introduced us to 
“bottom-feeding,” teaching 
us all about the collecting 
fun that could be had 
without spending more 
than a dollar or two (and 
sometimes far less) on each 
item.  
   Jim habitually entered 
contests, and won a fair 
number of them. Many of 
us in the club were 
especially jealous of the trip 
to Australia that he won in 
a Foster’s beer contest a 
few years back (a trip which 
resulted in many interesting 
Australian coins showing 
up at club talks and in 
auctions later on.) 
   And who other than Jim 
could even think of creating 
a collection of fruit labels? Only Jim would have 
organized them numerically, filling two albums full, 
accepting donations of exotic labels from fellow club 
members, poaching the occasional example from the 
Wegmans produce department, and enjoying them all 
just as much as another collector might have prized a 
collection of St. Gaudens gold coins.  
   When Jim showed up at the club’s December 16 
meeting to donate the binders to the RNA library, it 
was a sign that his battle with cancer was drawing to a 
close. Still, it came as a shock a few days later when 
we read the news of his death. 

   Our deepest condolences go out to his wife Barbara, 
his sons John II and Bob, his daughter Susan and his 
son-in-law Sean Levy. 
   Donations in Jim’s memory can be made to Faith 
Lutheran Church, The Gilda's Club of Rochester, or 
The Lipson Cancer Center at Rochester General 
Hospital. 
 
Bill Coe attended the memorial service for Jim on January 15 
at Faith Lutheran Church: 

  For a service to grieve the 
loss of someone special, it 
was a very uplifting 
experience. And, I think Jim 
would have wanted it that 
way. Each of his children 
shared with us their memories 
of their father. 
  As usual, there were 
readings from the Bible, 
songs from the hymnal, and 
prayers. The minister 
explained that Jim was a very 
special gift to him, personally, 
and to all of us. Jim had given 
him some Martin Luther 
Commemorative U.S. postage 
stamps. In addition, he 
showed some blank 
envelopes that were nearly 
covered with stamps for the 
minister to use to 
communicate with his flock. 
It seems that Jim was 
involved in many 

extracurricular activities; coins, stamps, trivia, baseball 
cards, and baseball in general. Once he knew an 
individual’s collecting interests, he would find 
opportunities to give them appropriate gifts.  
  No matter how much one thinks they know 
someone, there are other stories to be told. The 
humor, kindness, and knowledge that Jim displayed 
and shared at the coin club meetings did not stop with 
us. He was that way throughout his life, in pleasure 
and business situations. When attempting to convince 
Barbara to marry him, he assured her that she would 
never be bored. His children spoke of his love, 
humor, and dedication to family – each one had 
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special individual memories. 
  A particularly impressive and wrenching part of the 
ceremony was the “Presentation of the National 
Colors.” As most of you know, Jim was a member of 
the armed forces in the Vietnam conflict. He was 
entitled to and, in fact, much deserved the flag 
ceremony. 
  Two soldiers, a sergeant and a private, strode the 
church aisle to the front, one carrying a folded U.S. 
flag. At the front, they proceeded in a very, very 
precise military manner to unfold the Flag, fold by 
fold. The audience was hushed; it was a bright sunny 
day, but the atmosphere in the church was pitch black 
quiet – during the entire flag ceremony! With 
pointedly direct, precise, dedicated movements, one 
soldier held one end of the flag and the other 
unfolded it until it was full length. Then the flag was 
unfurled and held aloft, at which time “Taps” were 
played. It made one proud to think of all that flag 
stood for at that very moment! 
  And then, with the same precise movements, the flag 
was refolded – fold by fold. You had to be there to 
experience the chills and emotions to realize how 
much gratitude was being expressed by the ceremony. 
Each fold is designated as some form of duty, glory, 
justice, patriotism, nationalism, and honor. There 
were twelve folds. Then after the flag was made very 
neat by several ceremonial motions, three spent brass 
cartridge casings were inserted into the folds of the 
flag. In its turn, each shell designated Duty, Honor, 
and Love. 
 After being sure that the flag was perfect, each soldier 
saluted it. Appearing on the scene then was a Master 
Sergeant, who saluted the flag and took it from the 

soldier who had folded it. The Master Sergeant then 
presented it to Barbara, telling her that the U.S. 
Government appreciated the service that Jim had 
performed for his country. He then saluted Barbara. 
Upon which, the military attachment retired in a 
formal manner from the church hall. Jim certainly 
deserved the presentation and his family has every 
right to be so very proud of him. 
  The members of the Rochester Numismatic 
Association will miss the humor and the just plain fun 
of being with Jim. He was a member of the Board of 
Directors. The numismatic world is all the better for 
Jim having been a part of it. 
  At the invitation of the family at the time of the 
wake, I wrote a memory note where I said:  
  My best memory and impression was that Jim was able to 
make us laugh. Serious collectors should laugh once in awhile. 
He was so easy to like. His presentation of his speech on 
“Produce Stickers,” and the value of “Bottomfeeder” items, was 
not only informative, but hilarious. It was a most appreciated 
talk. Every audience member was very much impressed. The 
Club is very fortunate that he donated his Sticker collection to 
the Club at his last meeting. His other contributions to the 
Club are appreciated as well. 
  Also, Jim was able to make small items seem large and 
important. He was able to see the value of common, mundane 
things. We should all view the world and our surroundings the 
way Jim did, and appreciate all that we have. 
  Jim will be missed by all of his friends and associates. I know 
I will miss him. It hurts to lose someone with so much vitality. 
Thank you, Jim, for the pleasure of having known you. 
  Our sympathies go out to his family. 
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Upcoming Speakers 
 

  Mark those calendars! In addition to the meetings for the next two months listed on the back cover of every 
issue of RNA News, secretary Tom Kraus already has most of the rest of 2005 scheduled. Here’s what’s in store 
for our meetings later in the year: 
  April 7: Jason Childers speaks on “Chuck E. Cheese Tokens.” April 21: Ted Vaccarella speaks on “Canadian 
Cents.” 
   May 5: John Zabel, T.B.A. May 19: Meinhart Speaking Competition 
   June 2: Annual Meeting; Steve Lanzafame speaks on “Money In All Its Forms.” June 16: Annual Auction 
   July 17: RNA Picnic, Powder Mill Park 
   July 27-31: ANA World’s Fair of Money, San Francisco – tentative RNA meeting 
   August: no scheduled meetings 
   September 1: “What I Did This Summer”  September 15: Wayne Scheibel speaks on “Nero, Why Not The 
Great.” 



THE MUHL FILES 

Tales of South American Money 
 

by Gerard Muhl 
RNA Assistant Curator 

  Coins bear witness to history; sometimes glorious 
records of the triumph of the soul, but too often to 
the vain glories of dictators struggling for wealth and 
power. 
  While looking through the South American 
collection of the Rochester Numismatic Association, 
two silver dollar-
size coins came to 
my attention. 
Both had a story 
to tell; of lives 
lost, of a fight for 
liberation, and of 
petty dictators 
vying for control. 
  The first coin is 
an eight reales 
piece of 1838 
issued by the 
Republic of South 
Peru. The second 
eight reales coin, 
also from Peru, was issued in 1845 by Ramon Castilla. 
  The story actually begins in 1824 with Simon Bolivar 
and his Columbian troops defeating the Spanish in 
Peru and forcing 
them to withdraw. 
The Spanish were 
gone, but jealous 
nationalists in Peru 
resented Bolivar as 
an outsider. In 
1826, Bolivar 
withdrew his troops 
to Columbia leaving 
a power vacuum in 
Peru, a nation that 
never knew 
democracy. Four 
presidents later, and 
after an aborted 
attack on Bolivia, the people of southern Peru 
revolted in 1833 and set up their own republic. 
  To complete the confusion, Andres Santa Cruz, 
dictator of Bolivia, marched into Peru in 1835 and 

with his army imposed his rule over a united 
Confederation of Peru and Bolivia. Two presidents of 
Peru served under Santa Cruz, one in Lima, the other 
in the South. Thus the R.N.A. eight reales of Southern 
Peru commemorates this puppet regime in Cuzco 
City. 
  In 1839, Chile sent its army into Peru and Santa 
Cruz fled to Europe. The government of Peru 

collapsed. Unpaid 
soldiers turned 
brigands and 
ravaged the 
countryside. 
Anarchy reigned 
until 1845. In that 
year, Ramon 
Castilla seized the 
presidency and 
held power until 
1862. 
  To mark his 
new presidency, 
Castilla issued the 
beautiful eight 

reales coin in the R.N.A. collection. He proved a 
skillful ruler. He abolished slavery, ended forced 
tribute from the Indians, and built a few schools. The 

true economic 
liberators of Peru 
at this critical 
period turned 
out, however, not 
to be men – but 
birds. 
  Foreign firms 
were brought in 
to exploit the 
nitrogen rich bird 
guano deposits 
used for fertilizer 
and in the making 
of explosives. 
Soon this would 

lead to war with Spain, but that is another story. 
  As you can see, coins tell a tale if you only look.
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1838 Peru 8 reales piece 

       
 

1845 Peru 8 reales piece 



 

YOU WILL WANT THIS

BOOK AS PART OF YOUR

NUMISMATIC LIBRARY

A compilation of articles written by the author over the

years

Information on cleaning coins

How to keep your coins from toning, tarnishing or

experiencing chemical wear

Photos of coins before and after cleaning

What causes the diverse colors on coins

Can thick toning hide physical wear?

The refining of silver at the Carson City Mint

What can cause antique uncirculated coins to be dull that

are not toned

Intentional vs. Accidental toning

How to keep your prooflike coins in pristine condition

And many other subjects on coin chemistry are included

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Call to Order:

1-800-932-4557

“This is a milestone book that
should stand forever as the standard

reference on this subject.”
– Kenneth Bressett, Editor of Red Book

ONLY $16.95 plus $1.95 Postage and Handling:

Name________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City_________________________State_________ Zip_________

Phone (      )________ - ______________

Please make payment by check, money order or credit card to:
American Sports Media, 3495 Winton Place, Bldg. E, Ste. 2, Rochester, NY 14623

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ AMEX ❑ Discover ❑ Check/Money Order

Charge to Acct. No._________________________________________

Expiration date _____________

Print Name _______________________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________

No. of Books Each Total

$16.95

P&H                 $1.95        

Subtotal

NY State Res. only
add 8.25% sales  tax

Total

Makes a
great

GIFT!

RNA

6x9 Hardcover Book

 



 

The Calendar  February-March 

 

• Thursday February 3 – 8 PM – Doug Musinger speaks on “A Very Special Surprise Topic,” and you won’t find 
out what it is unless you show up for the meeting. (Or perhaps he just didn’t let us know in advance...) A 
special board meeting will precede this meeting, at 7:15. All are welcome! 

• Thursday February 17 – 8 PM – Dan White speaks on “The History of the Great Seal of the United States.” 
Ever wonder what “Novus Ordo Seclorum” means, or what that creepy eye’s doing above that pyramid? 
Now you can find out! 

• Friday February 18 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association Open to any collector 17 or 
younger. Contact Junior Club advisor Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 or unpub@aol.com for information. 

• Thursday March 3 – 8 PM – Alec Ollies speaks on “Heavy Duty Coin Collecting – A Rock-Solid Investment.” 

• Thursday March 17 – 8 PM – Grant Hobika speaks. Find out his topic in the next exciting issue of RNA News! 

• April 8-10 – ANA National Money Show, Kansas City, Missouri Everything’s up to date in Kansas 
City...including the nearest ANA show to the East Coast for 2005... 

 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month except July and August at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 
Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 

downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 
 

RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 
the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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