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  While our illustrious president takes 
a (well-deserved) month off from 

her letter-writing chores, how about 
a few words about the ANA’s 
National Money Show, held in 
Kansas City April 8-10? 
  Your editor was one of three RNA 
members spotted out there, the 
others being Jane Hanken and 
Richard Nachbar. 
  I’d like to report that the Money 
Show was the most important event 
taking place in Kansas City that 
sunny weekend, but any such 
illusions 
were 
dashed as 
soon as I 
stepped off 
the plane 
at the 
airport. 
Sure, there 
was a 
“Welcome 
RNA” 
message 
on the 
signs there – but it was in smaller 
letters below a big “Welcome, Wheel 
of Fortune!” 
   Yes, Pat and Vanna were in town 
for a taping – and no, they didn’t 
show up at the convention.  
   But that (and the $13.50 to park at 
the Crown Center convention hall 
garage!) is a minor complaint about 
what was otherwise a very friendly 
and pleasant show. 
  In spite of the nice weather, bourse 
traffic seemed busy on Friday, with 
lines at registration and lots of 
business being conducted on the 
floor. 
  Exhibits – and the “Under $400” 
tables – were in a separate part of 
the hall, around a corner from the 
main bourse floor. Even so, the lure 
of a Brasher doubloon, two 1913 
Liberty nickels and other goodies 
was enough to draw visitors back 
there, and I’m pleased to report that 
the very neat exhibit on “Sales Tax 
Tokens” won the People’s Choice 
award – it had my vote! 

   It’s always nice to pop in on some 
Numismatic Theater presentations, 
too, and the Kansas City show didn’t 
disappoint. After an eye-opening talk 
on “Alaska Numismatics” (they need 
hobbies up there during their long 
winters!), I enjoyed hearing Arthur 
Fitts talk about “Hometown 
Numismatics,” focusing on the 
various paper and medallic issues of 
his hometown of Framingham, 
Massachusetts, where your editor 

began his 
radio career 
as a news 
intern at 
WKOX a 
while back. 
   But I 
digress (and 
I could 
keep 
digressing 
to talk 
about 
Kansas 

City’s nifty radio towers, and about 
the great food there – but I won’t!) 
  You’re probably wondering about 
the 2012 Question, and so was I. 
Here’s what I learned: the ANA 
board probably won’t award the 
2012 National Money Show until 
early 2007. And while Rochester’s 
convention center and hotels are 
easily the equal of Kansas City’s, at a 
lower cost, there were some 
misconceptions about Rochester’s 
spring weather that needed to be 
overcome to persuade the ANA to 
look at us for an April 2012 show 
weekend. 
   With the help of Dave Gottfried 
and the nice folks at the Greater 
Rochester Visitors Association, 
we’re working on that, and we hope 
to have some good news soon.  
  (Not only that, but we can pretty 
well guarantee Pat and Vanna won’t 
be in town to steal the spotlight that 
weekend!)    

Scott Fybush 

FROM THE EDITOR 

A Good Time in KC 

The bourse floor at Kansas City’s Crown Center convention hall 
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THE EDWARD F. MEINHART SPEAKING CONTEST  
The Class of 2004: A Look Back

  The longest-running tradition in the Rochester Junior 
Numismatic Association (save, perhaps, for the murky origins 
of “Stump the Advisor” somewhere in the distant past) is the 
annual Edward F. Meinhart Speaking Award, presented to the 
junior member who delivers the best numismatic talk. 
  On May 20, 2004, seven RJNA members spoke to the RNA, 
one of the best turnouts the contest has attracted in years. 
  RNA News is proud to inaugurate a new annual tradition of 
printing the Meinhart talks. 
  Here’s a selection of last year’s speeches: 

 

Mercury Dimes, by Ted Kraus 
  Hello, I’m Ted Kraus, I am the president of the RJNA and I 
love collecting coins.  
  Ever gotten an old dime in change and wonder what type it 
is and wonder about its heritage?  Well, if it is dated between 
1916-1945 it is a “Mercury” dime. 
  The dime’s original name was the Winged Liberty Head, 
although after being released, the public started calling it the 
Mercury dime because the pattern resembles the Roman god 
Mercury. 
  The Mercury dime ranges from 1916-1945. The mints that 
they were produced at were the Philadelphia Mint, San 
Francisco and Denver Mints. 
  There are several key coins in the collection – the 1916-D 
and the 1942 over 41 overdate.  The mintage of the 1916-D is 
approximately 264,000.  These two coins are the most 
expensive coins in the set.  Although there still is one more 
variety besides the 1942 over 41: the 1945 small S.  Some 
semi key dates include 1921 and 1921-D as well as the 31-D 
and S.  For these the mintage is just above a million.  Most of 
the Mercury dimes have a mintage above 10 million which 
allows them to be easily collected. 
  The 1942/41 over date has its own special story.  In 1942, a 
few dies used in the prior year to strike 1941 dimes were re-
punched with the date 1942.  However, the number 1 in the 

date is still visible on the coins struck from these dies.  The 
1942 2-over-1 die dime variety is in great demand by 
collectors and has a relatively high numismatic value.   
  There is a variety called the small S or micro S. It is visible 
on the 1945-S winged liberty dime. It is called micro S 
because the mint mark is smaller than the standard mintmark 
on other 1945-S coins. 
  The Mercury dime was designed by A.A. Weinman, whose 
initials appear above right of the date.  The dime’s obverse 
main points include Winged Liberty, the date, and Weinman’s 
initials.  The high point on the obverse is liberty’s wings.  The 
reverse side of the coin depicts a fasces and an olive branch. 
The high point of the reverse is the fasces and if you have full 
split bands, where you can see the separate bands that the 
fasces is constructed of, then you wil have a higher grade 
coin. 
  The coins composition is nine tenths silver and one tenth 
copper, the coin weighs 2.5 grams, and is approximately 7 
hundredths of a ounce of silver.  The mercury dime has a 
reeded edge, and the diameter is 17.9 millimeters.  There are 
two dates that have mostly been counterfeited other than the 
1916-D.  These dates are 1923-D and 1930-D.  Whoever 
counterfeited those coins was not very smart because there 
was never a 1923-D or a 1930-D. 
 The value of these coins in VG condition is between $3-
$700.  The 1916-D is the most expensive.  Most are under 
$20 dollars except the 1921 and 1921-D which will cost 
around $50 dollars. 
  After 1945 the mint ceased production of the Mercury dime 
because another coin was needed to honor the deceased 
president Franklin Roosevelt.  As a historical note, the dime 
could be found in the pocket of a soldier in World War I and 
World War II.  By many, the Mercury dime is considered one 
of the most beautiful mass-produced coins.  The wing about 
her cap represents freedom of thought.  I hope you enjoyed 
my talk.  Thank you for listening.

 

 

The 2004 
speakers: 
(back) Steven 
Rutledge, 
Eshan Mitra, 
Ted Kraus, 
advisor Ursula 
Loose; (front) 
winner David 
Rutledge, Mark 
Caufield,  Sam 
Kashtan, 

Steven Soler 
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Minting Errors, by Eshan Mitra 
 My name is Eshan Mitra.  I am 13 years old and I have 
been collecting coins for over five years.  One thing that I 
like to collect is coins with minting errors.  One such coin 
that I have recently found is a two-feathered Buffalo 
nickel.  This means that the Indian has only 2 feathers 
instead of three.  After reading about this variety, I looked 
for one in a Buffalo nickel book at a coin store, and 
surprisingly, I found one on my very first attempt.  I was 
therefore able to buy it for the price of a normal Buffalo 
nickel, which is less than half of its actual value. 
  This variety was caused by over-polishing of the obverse 
die, which removes the small feather on the Indian that is 
near the neck below the two large feathers leaving only two 
feathers.  This is the same process that created the famous 
1937-D 3-legged buffalo on the reverse. 
  The two-feathered Buffalo nickel is easily identified with 
no magnification in any grade.  This is because the third 
feather is a low point on the coin so it is not likely to have 
been worn away.  The date is a higher point, so if the date 
is visible on the coin, the feather should be visible unless 
the coin is the two-feather error.  Also, the third feather is 
large enough for someone to easily tell whether it is there. 
  The two-feathered buffalo nickel occurred many different 
years besides the 1918 Philadelphia that I have, and 
occurred in al three mints.  It also occurred at the 
Philadelphia mint in 1915, 1917, 1919, and 1921.  It 
occurred at the Denver mint in 1913, 1917, and 1925, and 
at the San Francisco mint in 1917, 1918, 1920, 1925, and 
1930.  This makes a total of 14 different date mintmark 
combinations for two-feathered varieties known.  It is 
possible that there are others that have not been 
discovered yet. 
 Even though this variety can’t be found in circulation, it is 
easy to look for by going through books of buffalo nickels 
at coin stores.  Therefore, I plan to continue looking for 
this error and I hope to soon find other dates to add to my 
collection. 

 

Why Change the Nickel Now, by Mark Caufield 
 Mr. President, RNA Members and Guests, WHY 
CHANGE THE NICKEL NOW? 
 Because it’s the 200th Anniversary of two very important 

events. 
  When Thomas Jefferson was President, 
he bought a piece of land from France 
called Louisiana Territory.  It was so large 
that it doubled the size of the United 
States.  And it 1804, he sent a group, led 
by Lewis and Clark to explore the land 
and find a way to the Pacific Ocean. 

  Since Thomas Jefferson is on the nickel, it’s the perfect 
coin to use to celebrate the bicentennial of these great 
events.  Thomas Jefferson will remain on the obverse of 
the nickel and only the reverse will change. 

  The first nickel, which is in circulation now, has the 
design from the original peace medal, sent by President 
Jefferson as gifts to the Native American chiefs as a sign of 
peace. 
  The design shows the hand of a Native American and the 
hand of a European-American clasped in a friendly 
handshake.  The words “Louisiana Purchase” mark the 
event, and the date 1803, marks the year of the purchase. 
 The nickel that will come out later this year will show the 
Lewis and Clark expedition sailing on a keelboat, on their 
famous trip to explore the West. 
 In closing, for all you Monticello lovers, never fear, that 
design will return next year.  And for you all tonight I have 
brought the new nickel for you to add to your collections.  
Thank you. 
 

Starting Coin Collecting, by Steven Soler 
 Hello, my name is Steven Soler.  Today I will be talking 

about how I began coin collecting and I will 
tell you about my favorite coin.  The first 
coin I ever got was a common Buffalo nickel 
at a hobby store for $3.00.  I later learned 
that this was a bad price.  Shortly after that I 

found out that my uncle collected coins but they had been 
stolen a while ago.  He had a couple of old coins left so I 
bought them from him.  I had always loved money and 
coins so once I found out about Andy Hale Stamp and 
Coin I kept going there.  I now look forward to getting 
yearly proof and uncirculated mint sets and adding special 
coins to my collection. 
  I really enjoy collecting Lincoln cents.  There are lots of 
different varieties and they have been made for so long, 
over 85 years, that there is always something fun to learn 
about them.  My favorite coin is the 1909-S VDB Lincoln 
cent.  I got it off eBay when I was 10 years old.  I had to 
take out a loan from my father against my allowance and I 
am stil paying him back today.  All I need to complete my 
Lincoln cent collection are 2 coins, the 1924-D and 1960 
small date.  The 1909-S VDB is in VF-30 condition.  The 
VDB initials on the reverse are from the designers name 
which is Victor D. Brenner.  The mint mark is S for San 
Francisco.  When it was first minted many people did not 
like the designers initials on the reverse because they 
thought that he was already getting paid for the design and 
that he should not advertise his name too.  People also did 
not like the wheat stalks or Lincoln’s face.  They did not 
like the wheat stalks because they did not look like real 
wheat and the southerners did not like Lincoln’s face 
because they just didn’t like Lincoln.  There were 484,000 
1909-S VDBs minted and after 1909 the mint took away 
VDB. 
 As late as the 1950s, you could find a 1909 VDB in pocket 
change but the 1909-S VDB has always been sought after.  
For years, people would look at their change hoping to 
find one. Today, that is nearly impossible, but I still check, 
just in case. 

More 2004 talks will appear in the June 2005 issue! 
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The Odd Page 
News and Notes from All Over 

 

It’s Banquet Time 
   The RNA will honor past president Dave Gottfried 
at our annual banquet Friday, May 27, at the Green 
Lantern Inn, at the corner of South Main Street (Rt. 
250) and Church Street (Rt. 31F) in the village of 
Fairport.  
  It’s a great chance to catch up with members you 
haven’t seen in a while (including member #1, 
Charlie Ricard, who makes an annual visit from 
Chicago to see us) and to honor Dave for his service 
to the club. 
  Members will also be presented with awards for 
presenting speeches during the year and for long 
service to the club. If all goes well, members who 
were in good standing during the 2003-2004 year will 
also receive their Dave Gottfried medals that night. 
 Dinner, including prime rib, will again cost $20 this 
year; there will be a cash bar as well.  
 Cocktail hour will begin at 6, with dinner at 7, and 
reservations are a must. Sign up at the May 5 meeting 
with vice president Ted Kraus, or contact Ted at 241-
3807 to let him know you’ll be there. 
  As always, Bill Coe is selling tickets for the drawings 
for a free dinner and for the unique pewter Gottfried 
medal; see him at a meeting or at the banquet to get 
yours! 
  (And don’t forget to save the date for the picnic, on 
July 17 at Powder Mills Park. More in the June issue!) 

•      •      • 

Speaking of Charlie Ricard... 
  Our longest-serving member has been nominated 
for honorary life membership in the RNA. Charlie 
Ricard has been an RNA member ever since March 2, 

1948 – and before that, he was 
one of the founding officers of 
the Rochester Junior 
Numismatic Association. 
  In 2003, Charlie and his family 
were honored with the ANA’s 
Farran Zerbe Award, the 
highest honor bestowed by the 
national club.  

  At the RNA’s annual meeting June 2, members will 
have the opportunity to vote on life membership for 
Charlie. It takes a 90% “yes” vote to become a life 

member, and right now the club has only one, Ed 
Quagliana. 

And speaking of the Annual Meeting... 

   There are a few other important agenda items for 
this year’s annual meeting, including a revision to the 
club’s bylaws that’s taken some hard work by 
President Edie Coe’s bylaws-revision committee. 
(You’ll be receiving a copy of the proposed revisions 
either at an upcoming club meeting or in the mail.) 
  And it’ll be your chance to vote on the 2005-2006 
slate of officers and board members, too. 

•      •      • 

Which brings us to... 
  ...the ongoing question of finding members willing 
to serve as officers and board members. Nominating 
committee chair Dave Gottfried reminds us that he’s 
still looking for someone willing to serve as secretary 
next year. It’s not onerous work, Dave says, and it’s 
not just a matter of finding a willing secretary, either – 
since the secretary (and treasurer, and vice president) 
eventually move up to the office of president, the lack 
of a secretary now presents a crisis for us down the 
road, so it’s important for you to step up and 
volunteer! Contact Dave at 738-0908 or 
dag@rochester.rr.com - before he finds you. 

•      •      • 

In Memoriam 
   We’re saddened to report the passing of David 
Bates, who died March 25 in Meadville, Pennsyvania, 
where he’d been living recently. 
   Bates was the “Bates” in the old “Bates-McLeod,” 
which we know today as McLeod Stamp and Coin. 
He had been active in the collecting community in 
western Pennsylvania, we’re told. 

•      •      • 

Congratulations! 
   Two Rochesterians will be attending this year’s 
ANA Summer Seminar in Colorado Springs. Dan 
White is the recipient of Richard Nachbar’s 
scholarship this year, and will be studying 
“Counterfeit Detection,” while RJNA president Ted 
Kraus won a scholarship from the ANA itself and 
will be studying “Roman Coins.” We can’t wait to 
hear from both of them when they return... 



   And best wishes to Jeanne Borden for a speedy 
recovery (as well as congratulations on a 61st 

anniversary for Jeanne and Doug, which they 
celebrated April 11!) 
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YOU WILL WANT THIS

BOOK AS PART OF YOUR

NUMISMATIC LIBRARY

A compilation of articles written by the author over the

years

Information on cleaning coins

How to keep your coins from toning, tarnishing or

experiencing chemical wear

Photos of coins before and after cleaning

What causes the diverse colors on coins

Can thick toning hide physical wear?

The refining of silver at the Carson City Mint

What can cause antique uncirculated coins to be dull that

are not toned

Intentional vs. Accidental toning

How to keep your prooflike coins in pristine condition

And many other subjects on coin chemistry are included
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Call to Order:

1-800-932-4557

“This is a milestone book that
should stand forever as the standard

reference on this subject.”
– Kenneth Bressett, Editor of Red Book

ONLY $16.95 plus $1.95 Postage and Handling:

Name________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City_________________________State_________ Zip_________

Phone (      )________ - ______________

Please make payment by check, money order or credit card to:
American Sports Media, 3495 Winton Place, Bldg. E, Ste. 2, Rochester, NY 14623

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ AMEX ❑ Discover ❑ Check/Money Order

Charge to Acct. No._________________________________________

Expiration date _____________
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No. of Books Each Total

$16.95

P&H                 $1.95        

Subtotal

NY State Res. only
add 8.25% sales  tax

Total

Makes a
great
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6x9 Hardcover Book

 
 



The Calendar  May-June 

• Thursday May 5 – 8 PM – John Zabel speaks on “The Knights of the Maccabees.” 

• Thursday May 19 – 7:30 PM – Meinhart Speaking Competition Check out the May RNA News for a reprise of last year’s 
award-winning talks by RJNA members. And did we mention that there will be pizza? 

• Friday May 20 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association Open to anyone 17 or younger – adult members 
welcome, too! Contact Junior Club advisor Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 or unpub@aol.com for information. 

• Friday May 27 – Annual Banquet honoring past president David Gottfried, at the Green Lantern Inn in Fairport. More 
details on page 6 of this month’s RNA News! 

• Thursday June 2 – 8 PM –Annual Meeting / Election of Officers / Steve Lanzafame speaks on “Money In All Its Forms” 

• Thursday June 16  – 8 PM – Year-End Auction Get your lot lists to the RNA News  by May 20 to be included in the June 
issue – and come ready to bid! 

• Sunday July 17 – 11 AM – 5 PM – RNA Summer Picnic at Powder Mills Park in Perinton. More details next month! 
 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month except July and August at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 
 

RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 
the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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