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  Here it is, almost the end of my 
term as President of the RNA. I 
can’t believe it has gone by so 
fast! Since we have so much 
going on, the next month will fly 
by as well. I mentioned all of the 
year-end events in my last letter, 
but I will list June and July again. 
  June 2 is the Annual Meeting. 
We will be voting on the slate of 
officers and directors, Honorary 
Life Membership for Charlie 
Ricard, and on the revised by 
laws. June 16 is the Year End 
Auction. (Remember it will be 
held in the Mezzanine Classroom 
at the Rochester Museum & 
Science Center. Watch for signs!). 
  July 17 is the Summer Picnic at 
Powder Mills Park. Get your 
reservations in early to Tom 
Kraus! (Phone: 241-3807) 
  I am writing this before the 
Annual Banquet, but I’m sure it 
will be great as usual. I think it is 
a great way to honor the out-
going President. I’m sure David 
will be thoroughly impressed with 
his medal. I can’t wait until next 
May when it is MY turn.  
  I would like to thank all of the 
officers, directors, committee 
chairmen, and members for all of 
your help and support during my 
Presidency. I think it has been a 
great year! All of the meetings 
and board meetings have been 
well attended. Our speakers were 
superb, and all from our very 
own membership! 
  Speaking of “Speakers” last May 
nineteenth’s meeting was the 
Meinhart Speaking Competition. 
There were ten Junior Club 
members who participated. They 
were: Mark Caufield, Kaitlin 
Collins-Palmer, Taylor Comi, 
Ryan Conrad, Sam Kashtan, 

Ted Kraus, Eshan Mitra, 
Corina Neelin, David 
Rutledge, and Steven Rutledge. 
They were all excellent and the 
judges did not have an easy job of 
selecting one winner.  
  Eshan Mitra was chosen as the 
winner and was awarded the 
“Circulating Trophy” to hold 
until next year’s contest. He will 
also receive a plaque with his 
name engraved on it to keep as 
the winner for 2005. All of the 
participants will also receive a 
“participation” trophy.  
  Ten participants are the most we 
have ever had enter the contest. 
Thanks to the RJNA advisors and 
parents who encouraged them to 
give it a try. Many thanks to the 
judges: John Bixler, Pat 
Scheible, and Ted Kraus for 
taking on the task of picking a 
winner. 
  I’ll be seeing you at the Annual 
Meeting! 
 

Edie Coe 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Wrapping Up A Great Year 

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
MEETINGMEETINGMEETINGMEETING    

 
The Rochester Numismatic 

Association, Inc. will hold its 
annual meeting on Thursday, June Thursday, June Thursday, June Thursday, June 

2222 at 8:00 PM8:00 PM8:00 PM8:00 PM in the Eisenhart 
Auditorium of RMSC, 657 East 

Avenue, Rochester N.Y. 
 

The agenda includes a vote on 
revisions to the bylaws, for which 

the signatures of 10 members 
have been obtained. Copies of the 

proposed revisions have been 
mailed to all members. 

 
Steve Lanzafame, Secretary   

 



 
photo by David Gottfried 

 

Meinhart Speaking Contest draws record participation
   Anyone worried about the future of coin collecting can 
breathe a little easier after the RNA’s May 19 meeting, 
when the Rochester Junior Numismatic Association turned 
out ten members to participate in this year’s Meinhart 
Speaking Contest. 
   Shown above are (rear, left to right) Ted Kraus, Steven 
Rutledge, Ryan Conrad, David Rutledge, advisor 
Ursula Loose, Eshan Mitra, (front, left to right) Corina 
Neelin, Taylor Comi, Kaitlin Collins-Palmer, Sam 
Kashtan and Mark Caufield.  
   Speakers’ topics included large cents, Seated Liberty half-
dimes, Flying Eagle cents, “The First Coins Ever Minted,” 
“Minting Techniques” and the coins of India. That topic 
won Eshan Mitra his third Meinhart Award – but all the 
juniors won well-deserved applause for the research and 
effort they put into their talks.  
   (And thanks to Mike Luck for arranging the pizza  and 
refreshments, as well!) 
   The RNA thanks advisors Ursula Loose, Steve 
Lanzafame and Tom Kraus for their hard work assisting 
the juniors in learning about numismatics – and we can’t 
wait for an even bigger turnout in 2006! 
  We’ll present some of the 2005 Meinhart talks in 
upcoming issues of RNA News, and in the meantime, 
here’s one more from 2004 – David Rutledge on the 
history of the silver dollar: 

The word dollar comes from the word Thaler in Germany. 
It was first used by America on July 6, 1875, even though 
the history of the silver dollar in America starts in 1794.      
  There were nine main types of silver dollars during the 
next 210 years, and each one was very different. 
  The first silver dollar was just called the “Silver Dollar” 
because it was, literally, a dollar made out of silver. The 
first type was the flowing hair type that was minted in 1794 
and 1795. There were a few varieties in the 1795 version. 
One variety had only two leaves beneath the eagle’s wings 
on the reverse and another had three leaves. 
  The draped bust version of the original silver dollar also 
began to be minted in 1795 and ended in 1798. These 
coins had many varieties, including different numbers of 
stars and different sized dates. It makes you wonder if 
Robert Scot, the coin’s designer, was having trouble 
deciding what the coin should look like. 
  The next version of the original silver dollar was the 
Heraldic Eagle reverse with the draped bust obverse. This 
coin was minted between 1798 and 1804. Again, there were 
many varieties during the six-year mintage period. The 
1804 dollar was a special specimen. The mint record says 
that 19,570 dollars were minted in 1804, but it doesn’t say 
they were dated 1804, so the 1803 dollars may be included 
in the count for 1804 dollars. The logic for this is that  
people wanted to use dies until they were not useable. So, 
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1803 dies could have been used in 1804.  The minting of 
silver dollars was suspended until 1836, when the second 
silver dollar appeared: the Gobrecht Dollar. They were 
minted from 1836 until 1839. They may be called Gobrecht 
Dollars, but they were not designed by Christian Gobrecht. 
In fact, Christian Gobrecht was ordered by R.M. Patterson to 
prepare dies for Thomas Sully and Titian Peale. After all, 
Gobrecht was an engraver, not a designer. The obverse of the 
dollar says C. Gobrecht F. F stands for Fecit, which, in Latin, 
means “made it”. So who made the Gobrecht Dollar? 
Christian Gobrecht made it! The eagle in flight on the reverse 
was made flying upwards in 1836 and 1837 and was aligned 
flying right in 1838 and 1839. 
  The third type of silver dollar was the Liberty Seated type 
minted from 1840 to 1873. This time it was designed by 
Gobrecht. The design originally would have had the flying 
eagle as in the Gobrecht Dollar, but it was rejected and 
replaced with the standard eagle with arrows and the olive 
branch. In 1866 however, the motto “In God We Trust” was 
added to the reverse but some 1866’s slipped by without the 
motto and now two 1866 silver dollars are known to exist 
without the motto. 
  The fourth type of silver dollar was the trade dollar, 
designed by William Barber, also the designer of the Barber 
quarters, dimes, and half dollars. Many of the Trade dollars 
were melted, and after 1878, most trade dollars were only 
proofs. 
  The fifth type of silver dollar, and perhaps the most favored 
by collectors because of its beautiful design, is the Morgan 
Dollar, designed by George T. Morgan. They were minted 
from 1878 to 1921. The coinage was suspended in 1904 
because of an exhausted bullion supply and resumed in 1921 
by the Pittman Act of 1918. The Morgan Dollar was 
produced in 1921 until the Peace design was developed and 
began to be minted the same year. 

  The sixth type was the Peace Dollar. It was minted from 
1921 to 1935 and was designed by Anthony De Fransisci. 
About 1,000,000 peace dollars were struck in December of 
1921 and began official mintage in 1922. Many 1921 coins 
were melted and a few were preserved for proofs. In 1964, 
about 300,000 peace dollars were scheduled to be minted, but 
the idea was dumped and all specimens were melted. 
  The seventh type to be minted was the Eisenhower dollar. 
For the first time, only proof coins were silver, and circulated 
coins were copper-nickel clad. They were minted from 1971 
to 1978. In 1976, the bicentennial design was produced and 
the normal design was resumed in 1977. 
  The eighth type of silver dollar was the Anthony Dollar, in 
commemoration of Susan B. Anthony. It was designed by 
Frank Gasparo and minted from 1979 to 1999. This was the 
first coin in American history to have a non-fictional woman 
on a coin. However, the coin was confused with half dollars 
and quarters and was not minted from 1981 to 1998. 
Interestingly enough, the coin was minted in 1999 for 
vending machines. 
  Finally, the ninth type of silver dollar is not even close to 
being silver. Started in 2000, the Sacagawea dollar was 
designed by Glenna Goodacre on the obverse and Thomas 
D. Rogers Sr. on the reverse. It consists of a copper core with 
a layer of manganese-brass on the outside to give it a gold 
look. They were collected more than they were used as legal 
tender. This was the second coin to have a non-fictional 
woman on it. 
  Overall, nine types of silver dollars were designed and 
minted in 210 years. Sometimes the minting of a silver dollar 
was suspended, but eventually a new design was started every 
time. The silver dollar is the original American coin and it is a 
great coin. 
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In Memoriam 

Frank J. Fantanza 
(RNA member #3, joined September 4, 1951, died May 16, 2005, age 89) 

 

Predeceased by his wife, Adeline, son-in-law, Charles Hain, sister, Frances Lanni, and brother, Anthony. He is 
survived by his loving family: daughter, Judy Hain; son, Richard (Jennifer) Fantanza; grandchildren, Kimberly 
(Richard) Matina, Charles Hain, David (Sandra) Fantanza, and Michelle Fantanza (fiancé, Aldo Arbore); great-
grandchildren, Derek Matina and Brenan Hain; brother, Charles (Frances) Fantanza; sisters, Vera Gengo, Rose 
Braun, Jenny Janowski, and Mary Megalo of CA; brothers-in-law, Albert (Marie) Perrotta, Joseph Perotta of Florida,
and Albert Gallicchio; sister-in-law, Esther Farell, Marion Pellegrino, and Theresa Perotta; many nieces & nephews; 
and many special friends. 
  
Frank was a retiree of the U.S. Postal Service and worked at Coca-Cola. He was a WWII Veteran and was very active 
with the Disabled American Veterans, Monroe County Commander, Chapter 15, NYS Commander from 1975 - 1976, 
served on National Committees for the DAV and active at Canandaigua Veterans Hospital. He was also a member of 
the American Legion, Italian American War Veterans, and a member of The Orients. 
 



UNSOLVED MYSTERIES DEPT. 
Before the RNA, there was John C. Lighthouse 
 

by Charles J. Ricard 
RNA Member #1 

  Unsolved mysteries in numismatics often appear from 
the past and may never be solved. 
  In 1906, Farran Zerbe viewed the entire John C. 
Lighthouse collection, which was started in 1860. J. C. 
often said it weighed 400 pounds. (What an odd way to 
describe a collection.) Mr. Zerbe was awed by the extent 
and diversity of the collection, which contained many 
odd and curious items used as money throughout the 
world. 
  J. C. Lighthouse was very 
kind to loan material to other 
collectors for exhibit 
purposes so that viewers 
could see the items and read 
the “history cards” he had 
prepared describing each item 
and how it was actually used 
as money. 
  J. C. Lighthouse also 
conducted monthly meetings 
in Rochester, NY, and in San Francisco, CA, to discuss 
numismatic subjects and to help educate those attending 
by displaying items from his own collection along with 
their history cards. Mr. Zerbe was included. 
  In 1907, a year after viewing the collection, Mr. Zerbe 
went to Norfolk, VA, and displayed many odd and 
curious items at the Jamestown Tercentennial 
Exposition. 
  On September 9, 1909, J. C. Lighthouse died at the 
young age of 65. 
 In 1919, the Lighthouse collection was inventoried for 
the first time by Mr. George J. Bauer, ANA LM 4 and a 
past president of the RNA.  
  He said what he was given could not have weighed 400 
pounds. He knew the odd and curious pieces were not 
there. He saw only 117 pieces of Siamese bullet money 
and none of the “primitive money” pieces. 
  Mr. Bauer later learned that in 1915, Mr. Zerbe had 
exhibited a large number of odd and curious pieces at 
the Pan-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco, CA, and 
that he took his “Money of the World Show”, as he 
called it, on the road renting it to banks and other 
facilities. 
  As the Zerbe collection continued to grow, the public 
was awed by the 40,000 pieces it contained. All of a 
sudden the numismatic collectors found out the Zerbe 
collection was up for sale. Mr. Zerbe was only 58 years 

old. The buyer, in 1929, was The Chase Manhattan Bank 
in New York. Oddly, the bank appointed Mr. Zerbe 
curator of their new collection for 10 years. Little 
research was required on his part as surprisingly all items 
had a card describing their use as money. The Chase 
collection of money of the world ended up with 75,000 
items to display. In 1975, the bank transferred the entire 
collection to the Smithsonian Institute. 
  Mr. Bauer stated he never did see or inventory the 
Lighthouse “odd and curious” portion of the collection, 

even 20 years after J. C. 
Lighthouse died. 
  When the Lighthouse 
Collection was auctioned on 
February 18th and 19th, 1936, as 
Sale No. 360 by J. C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc., in 
New York, by order of the 
Catalogers Wayte Raymond & J. 
G. Macallister, the only odd and 
curious items were in lot 920 
with only 18 pieces. 

  You may ask why the executrix did not seek to have 
the items returned? The executrix, a daughter of J. C. 
Lighthouse, was a recluse and spinster who knew 
nothing of coins and lived alone in a back room of the 
Lighthouse mansion. 
  The Odd and Curious Mystery has never been solved. 
  John C. Lighthouse, ANA 479, served as a trustee of 
the American Numismatic Association 1904-1907, and 
because he shunned publicity and the limelight, unlike 
Farran Zerbe, his 49 years of collecting and 
contributions to numismatic education did not lead him 
into the ANA Numismatic Hall of Fame. 
  Who was John C. Lighthouse? The last line of his 
obituary tells us “He had a large acquaintance with 
collectors and was a favorite with many who will 
sincerely regret his demise.” 
   Editor’s Note: In addition to being 
RNA member #1, author Charles J. 
Ricard is the great-grandson of John C. 
Lighthouse and, this year, a nominee for 
honorary life membership in the RNA, the 
vote to be taken at the annual meeting June 
2. 
   At its convention in Baltimore in 2003, 
the American Numismatic Association honored J.C. Lighthouse, his 
grandson Charles N. Ricard and Charles J. Ricard with the Farran 
Zerbe Mrmorial Award, the highest honor the ANA bestows.  
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Farran Zerbe 

 
J. C. Lighthouse 



YOU WILL WANT THIS

BOOK AS PART OF YOUR

NUMISMATIC LIBRARY

A compilation of articles written by the author over the

years

Information on cleaning coins

How to keep your coins from toning, tarnishing or

experiencing chemical wear

Photos of coins before and after cleaning

What causes the diverse colors on coins

Can thick toning hide physical wear?

The refining of silver at the Carson City Mint

What can cause antique uncirculated coins to be dull that

are not toned

Intentional vs. Accidental toning

How to keep your prooflike coins in pristine condition

And many other subjects on coin chemistry are included

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Call to Order:

1-800-932-4557

“This is a milestone book that
should stand forever as the standard

reference on this subject.”
– Kenneth Bressett, Editor of Red Book

ONLY $16.95 plus $1.95 Postage and Handling:

Name________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City_________________________State_________ Zip_________

Phone (      )________ - ______________

Please make payment by check, money order or credit card to:
American Sports Media, 3495 Winton Place, Bldg. E, Ste. 2, Rochester, NY 14623

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ AMEX ❑ Discover ❑ Check/Money Order

Charge to Acct. No._________________________________________

Expiration date _____________

Print Name _______________________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________

No. of Books Each Total

$16.95

P&H                 $1.95        

Subtotal

NY State Res. only
add 8.25% sales  tax

Total

Makes a
great

GIFT!

RNA

6x9 Hardcover Book

 
 



The Calendar  June-July-August 

• Thursday June 2 – 8 PM –Annual Meeting / Election of Officers / Steve Lanzafame speaks on “Money In All Its Forms” 

• Thursday June 16  – 8 PM – Year-End Auction Come ready to bid! NOTE: This meeting will be held in the main 

Rochester Museum & Science Center building, on the second floor. 

• Sunday July 17 – 11 AM – 5 PM – RNA Summer Picnic at Powder Mills Park in Perinton. More details in the July-August 

issue of RNA News! 

• July 27-31 – ANA World’s Fair of Money, San Francisco, California No need to know the way to San Jose – just be sure 

to wear some flowers in your hair, or something... 

• Thursday September 2  – 8 PM – What I Did On My Summer Vacation One big “Show and Tell” session to recap an entire 

summer of numismatic fun. 

• Thursday September 16  – 8 PM – Wayne Scheible speaks on “Nero – Why Not ‘The Great’?” 

• Additional fall 2005 meetings: October 6, October 20, November 3, November 17, December 1, December 15 
 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month except July and August at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 
 

RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 
the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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