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  Hazy, hot, and humid.  Record high 
temperatures and lots of sunshine.  
Definitely not our usual Rochester 
summer.  It’s the middle of August and 
the first few leaves are beginning to turn 
on an old dogwood tree in my back 
yard. It seems that summer is flying fast 
away that we’ll soon be returning to our 
regular routines and that the memory of 
happy times, family times, and the some 
sad times of our summer vacation will 
fade in the flourish of the reddening and 
yellowing leaves. 
  The RNA summer picnic kicked off 
my summer. It was a busy time getting 
ready for the day and a wonderful, hot, 
sunny day it was.  The food was terrific; 
the company even better. 45 members 
and guests signed in at our 1,956th  

meeting. I think in all the excitement a 
few members or guests might have 
forgotten to sign the book. Highlights of 
the day included meeting member #5, 
Mr. Ed Quagliana, one of our two life 
members.   
  At our first board meeting of the year, 
held just prior to the picnic we discussed 
a theme for the year “recruitment of 
new members.” I welcome your 
thoughts on how to go about attracting 
new members. And along with that 
theme, we talked about ways our club 
can help the RJNA. We agreed to 
encourage RNA members and speakers 
to attend RJNA meetings and to 
develop an educational speakers 
program for our junior numismatists.  
Look for posters made by RJNA 
members in your local library, and for an 
RJNA medal to be issued soon.  
  The White Elephant auction has 
become a tradition at the summer 
picnic. For the benefit of our newer 
members, the white elephant auction is 
an auction of mystery/surprise items 
auctioned for the benefit of our club. 
Most of the items are in some way 
related to our interest in coins, medals, 
tokens or paper money, but the item 
could be anything.  I wound up being 
the successful bidder on a dozen golf 
balls, some glassware decorated with 
coins, and an interesting replica of the 
Seal of King John of medieval England. 
John Zabel did a great job as auctioneer. 
It was fun for all, and the bidding was 
spirited. During the social portion of the 

picnic a few members talked about the 
possibility of going to the ANA summer 
convention in San Francisco. We’ll just 
have to look forward to our first 
meeting in September to find out if any 
of our members made that trip and 
about their summer adventures, 
numismatic finds and experiences.  
  I had a lot of fun at the picnic also 
because my son and his family came 
home from New Mexico for a visit 
which coincided with our picnic. We all 
had a happy family time together and 
they have a better understanding of how 
special the RNA is. My granddaughter 
fell in the nearby creek and got muddy 
and wet, but the day wasn’t ruined. Edie 
Coe came to the rescue with dry clothes.  
Edie must have been a girl scout in her 
day; she takes preparedness to a new 
level. She thought to bring serving 
utensils just in case they might be 
forgotten. The ladles and serving spoons 
were much better than making due with 
plasticware. Kudos Edie! 
  For me, our summer picnic qualified as 
not only a busy time and fun time but 
also as a family time and sad time. 
Looking back on the day, it was the last 
time many of us saw our friend and 
colleague John Nicastro. John passed 
away suddenly August 15th. John was a 
member of the RNA for more than 
forty years and a past club president.  
John enjoyed coming to meetings and 
sharing his vast numismatic knowledge 
and experience. The long line of friends 
at his wake speaks volumes about his 
good nature and zest for life.  
  John’s family requested our own Ira 
Stein to be one of three speakers to 
reflect on John’s life at the conclusion of 
the funeral Mass.  Thank you Ira for 
your sincere heartfelt words. Personally, 
I am very saddened by John’s sudden 
passing and extend our club’s deepest 
sympathy and condolences to his family. 
John’s presence will be missed.  
  So, it was definitely not our typical 
rainy summer. Have a relaxing Labor 
Day weekend and bring your stories and 
numismatic finds so that we all can 
share in our collective fun times.  I look 
forward to seeing everyone in 
September as we resume our regular 
meetings.  

Tom Kraus
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Autumn, Already? 



In Memoriam: John Franklin Nicastro 
September 28, 1943 – August 15, 2005 

 

  John Franklin Nicastro joined the Rochester 
Numismatic Association, Inc., on October 22, 1963. 
John came to us from the Rochester Junior 
Numismatic Association. Among other contributions, 
he was the 66th RNA President (1977-1978) and has 
served many years as a Co-Chairman of the RNA 
Annual Coin Show. 
  John was RNA member number 15. 
  John is survived by his loving wife of 39 years, Terry; 
son, John (Marcie); daughter, Cathy (Jason) 
Poselovich; grandchildren, Alex 
& Mia; father and mother, John 
A. & Mafalda Nicastro; several 
aunts, uncles, & cousins. 
  Calling hours were held 
Wednesday, August 17 at the 
Richard H. Keenan Funeral 
Home in Fairport, followed by 
a funeral Mass on Thursday, 
August 18, 11:00 AM at St. 
John of Rochester Church, 
Fairport. Interment, White 
Haven. 
  For donations in his name, 
please consider the American 
Diabetes Association. 
 

•  •  • 
 

At the funeral Mass on August 18, 
John’s longtime friend and fellow club 
member Ira Stein delivered a eulogy, 
which he has kindly shared with 
RNA News: 
 
  I first met John Nicastro in the Fall of 1966 when he 
and I took a state mandated course in Real Estate 
Principles and Real Estate Law given at RBI. We both 
aced the course, by the way. John and I took different 
paths in our real state career. He took the commercial 
side and I stayed with residential.  Except for running 
into each other now and then at Real Estate Board 
functions, we had little contact until I started 
attending the twice monthly coin club meetings in the 
mid-1970’s. I never knew John collected coins! 
  But John practically cut his teeth on coins! He had 
little coin bazaars in his backyard at the age of 10 

where neighborhood kids could buy and sell coins. 
He, John Cooper and John Bauer worked together for 
a while on a joint venture stocking Sibley’s coin dept. 
with inventory. I started seeing John at Bauer’s coin 
shop in the lower level of the Lincoln Tower where I 
started buying for my collection. I still had a lot to 
learn but John already knew the ropes.  
  Years later, when I was bored with selling houses, it 
was John who encouraged me to buy inventory and 
start selling on eBay. I was dubious at first but it was 

John who gave me the boost 
I needed. He took me along 
to out of town coin shows 
and exposed me to a much 
larger source of material than 
I had ever seen before.  
  We spent many, many hours 
on car rides and in restaurants 
on these trips, and we 
laughed and talked about 
every topic you could 
imagine. John and I didn’t 
always agree on the best 
approach to selling coins. 
Finally, after he was 
sufficiently frustrated with 
our divergence of opinions, 
he would bellow “You do it 
your way and I’ll do it my 
way!”  
  Since John and I started 
traveling to shows I have 
career in the coin business 

that grew from a little spare bedroom hobby business 
to a full-time job. I am happier in my work than I’ve 
ever been, and I really owe my start to John. To some, 
John had a rough and gruff exterior, but I knew it was 
all a sham. John was kind and considerate and a 
devoted husband, son, grandfather and friend.  
  I’ll miss our lunches at the Liberty Diner and our 
after coin club meeting get togethers at Friendly’s on 
Monroe Ave. I’ll miss his laughter, big and open.  
I’ll miss his smile. 
  John was a big aspect of my life. He was my buddy, 
my confidant. I loved him. 
 
  Good-bye John.
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FROM THE ANA SUMMER SEMINAR 

A Look at Roman Republican Coinage 
 

By Ted Kraus 
  Beginning collectors of Roman coinage often go straight to 
Imperial coinage; the portraits of the emperors, the battles 
and personifications depicted on the reverses are extremely 
interesting. Often, Republican coinage is dismissed as being 
too complicated or boring or expensive. But the coinage of 
Republican Rome is extremely interesting, and should not be 
neglected in one’s Roman collection.  
The approximate 
start of Roman 
Republican Coins 
was in the third 
century BC. 
During this time 
period the Roman 
Republic 
introduced cast 
bronze ingots. 
These ingots 
usually had designs 
on both faces and 
were often broken 
to create fractional 
amounts of the 
total value for the 
ingot. Ingots were 
frequently 
designated as AES 
SIGNATUM. A 
typical ingot was 
approximately 
17x20 cm and 
weighted about 1.6 
kg, and these early 
ingots were used 
through 290-240 
BC. As time passed 
ingot use declined 
.The weight of 
ingots decreased as 
well as the use, although they continued to be used through 
213 BC.   
Before 211 BC, the silver coinage of the Roman Republic 
resembled that of the Greek states and included a didrachm 
and drachm denominations. The didrachm, weighing in at 
around 7.2 grams, was known as the quadrigatus due to the 
commonly used quadriga reverse design. The drachm (or 1/2 
quadrigatus) was approximately half the weight at 3.6 grams. 
(see illustrations) 
  After the second Punic war, the Denarius makes its first 
appearance. At its first appearance, it weighed about 4 and a 
half grams. Additional coins during this period of time were 

the fractional quinarius at half the weight of the denarius and 
the silver sestertius at one-quarter the weight. 
  The coiners had very few restrictions of what they were 
allowed and not allowed to put on coins, although one of the 
few restrictions was portraying someone living. This was a 
mistake that Julius Caesar learned the hard way.  
  The most common design and one that is most readily 
identifiable with the Roman Republic would be the head of 

Roma obverse 
paired with a biga 
(2 horses), triga (3 
horses) or quadriga 
(4 horse) reverse. 
The design details 
may vary - Roma 
head left, right, 
different 
inscriptions, etc - 
but the basics had 
little variations.  
  Many coiners 
chose to portray 
famous art, 
architecture, 
important people 
(if they were dead), 
famous battles, and 
events. It was a 
form of 
propaganda or 
advertising that the 
coiners frequently 
used to further 
their careers. 
Republic coins 
contain extremely 
large variety, more 
than of most 
Roman coins, 
mainly because of 

the lack of restrictions placed on coiners during this period of 
time.  
 
  Editor’s Note: Ted Kraus, president of the 
Rochester Junior Numismatic Association, was the 
winner of an American Numismatic Association 
scholarship to attend the ANA’s Summer Seminar 
program in Colorado Springs over the summer. Ted 
studied Roman coinage, and this paper was his 
presentation at the seminar. 
  Congratulations, Ted! 
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AR Didrachm. 269-266 BC. Pre-denarius. This Didrachm features Hercules, wolf, and twins. 

 

 
Quadrigatus-Didrachm 217-214 BC. Standard Reverse Quadrigatus. 



The Odd Page 
News and Notes from All Over 

 

Fun in the sun at the picnic 
   As you read in Tom’s presidential letter (page 3), and as 
you know if you were there, a 
good time was had by all at 
the annual RNA picnic July 
17 at Powder Mill Park.  
  45 members and guests 
turned out to enjoy the 
barbeque (catered by 
Wegmans) and to enjoy a 
particularly nice-looking cake 
(which graded CU-60, 
according to the paper money 
experts in the crowd.) 
   It was especially nice to see 
Ed Quagliana, RNA life 
member and member #5, visiting from his home in 
Pennsylvania. 
  We look forward to seeing some of the same faces at 
meetings this year, too... (hint, hint) 
 

 
    

•      •      • 

A week later, on the other coast 
  No, California probably wasn’t the most convenient spot 
for RNA members to get to for this year’s ANA World’s Fair 
of Money, but that didn’t stop at least a few familiar RNA 
names from turning up in San Jose – er, in San Francisco - 
for the the big show. 
   John Zabel was out at the Moscone West convention 
center, helping to judge some really nifty exhibits (including a 
show-stopper on Russian platinum money of the early 19th 
century), and we’re told – though we didn’t see them – that 
Doug Musinger and Ira Stein were on the floor as well, 
where Richard Nachbar was behind his table for the 34th 
year. (Sorry if we missed anyone else!) 
   Your editor took advantage of the opportunity to sit in on 
a meeting of the Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee, at 

which the members discussed the proposed designs for the 
next three years of commemorative platinum coinage (to 
feature themes honoring the executive, judicial and legislative 
branches...yawn), and who was chairing the session but 
fellow RNA’er Mitch 
Sanders? 
   And you’ll forgive 
your editor, we hope, 
for throwing in a 
gratuitous photo of 
one of the youngest 
YNs on the bourse 
floor. 
   That’s Ariel Fybush showing off her latest words (“coin, 
pleese”) as she examines the “touch table” at the ANA 
Money Museum display. (Young Ms. Fybush also got to meet 
Q. David Bowers and Ken Bressett, for whatever that’s 
worth.) 
 

•      •      • 

Gerry Muhl’s Numismatic Almanac 
September 3, 1964 President Johnson authorizes a “date 
freeze” of coinage. Collectors fight back and 1965 dated 
coins are struck the next year. September 11, 1974 Silver 
slips to $3.89 per oz.  Where will silver prices go as its biggest 
user (Kodak) cuts the amount of film it makes? September 
16, 1959 Robert Goddard medal authorized by Congress. He 
invented the liquid fueled rocket, making space travel 
possible. September 16, 1981 Lew Lehrman of N.Y. testifies 
before U.S. Gold Commission favoring return to gold 
standard. September 19, 1984 Canada issues Jacques Cartier 
$100 gold coin on the 450th  anniversary of his discovery of 
Canada. Canada’s native people object, saying they 
discovered it first. September 21, 1973 U.S. legalizes private 
ownership of gold. Gold price officially at $42.22 per oz. 
September 23, 1986 Congress authorizes Aaron Copland 
medal. Where would that beef commercial be without him? 
September 24, 1869 Black Friday. Jay Gould tries to corner 
gold market. Gold rises $163.50 oz.  The Secretary of 
Treasury orders sale of $4 million in gold thus lowering gold 
price to $133. This bankrupts Mark Twain forcing him to 
continue to write! September 26, 1890 Law passed  
rohibiting coinage design change more often than 25 years. 
How often was this law broken since 1890? September 26, 
1974 President signs bill sending proceeds of sale of 40% 
silver proof Ike dollars to Eisenhower College in Seneca 
Falls. Where is that college now? September 29, 1979 
American Arts Gold Medallion program signed by President 
Carter. Bring one to an R.N.A. meeting if you have one!
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YOU WILL WANT THIS

BOOK AS PART OF YOUR

NUMISMATIC LIBRARY

A compilation of articles written by the author over the

years

Information on cleaning coins

How to keep your coins from toning, tarnishing or

experiencing chemical wear

Photos of coins before and after cleaning

What causes the diverse colors on coins

Can thick toning hide physical wear?

The refining of silver at the Carson City Mint

What can cause antique uncirculated coins to be dull that

are not toned

Intentional vs. Accidental toning

How to keep your prooflike coins in pristine condition

And many other subjects on coin chemistry are included

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Call to Order:

1-800-932-4557

“This is a milestone book that
should stand forever as the standard

reference on this subject.”
– Kenneth Bressett, Editor of Red Book

ONLY $16.95 plus $1.95 Postage and Handling:

Name________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City_________________________State_________ Zip_________

Phone (      )________ - ______________

Please make payment by check, money order or credit card to:
American Sports Media, 3495 Winton Place, Bldg. E, Ste. 2, Rochester, NY 14623

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ AMEX ❑ Discover ❑ Check/Money Order

Charge to Acct. No._________________________________________

Expiration date _____________

Print Name _______________________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________

No. of Books Each Total

$16.95

P&H                 $1.95        

Subtotal

NY State Res. only
add 8.25% sales  tax

Total

Makes a
great

GIFT!

RNA

6x9 Hardcover Book

 
 



The Calendar  September - October 

• Thursday September 2  – 8 PM – What I Did On My Summer Vacation One big “Show and Tell” session to recap an entire 
summer of numismatic fun. Bring along anything you might have picked up during your summer travels – or just 
share some stories about what you were up to while the club was on its summer hiatus. And note – this meeting 
comes before Labor Day weekend! 

• Thursday September 16  – 8 PM – Wayne Scheible speaks on “Nero – Why Not ‘The Great’?” 

• Friday September 17  – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association Know someone 17 or younger who’s 
interested in numismatics? Why not bring them to the first RJNA meeting of the year? Or just show up and join in 
the “Stump the Advisor” fun. 

• Thursday October 6  – 8 PM – Doug Borden speaks on “U.S. Space Stamps.” This is Doug’s 27th talk to the RNA since 
he joined in 1963, and it’s also a demonstration on the use of PowerPoint to create an interesting visual talk. More 
details in October’s RNA News! 

• Saturday-Sunday, November 5-6 – 33rd Annual RNA Coin and Stamp Show and Sale All the details in next month’s issue 
– but in the meantime, chairman Bill Coe reminds you that now’s the time to think about presenting an exhibit at the 
show. Contact Bill for additional details! 

• Additional fall 2005 meetings: October 20, November 3, November 17, December 1, December 15 
 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month except July and August at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 
Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 

downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 
 
 

RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 
the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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