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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Nominations, please

 You didn’t read the next 
sentence in this column last 
month. Remember to submit 
your nomination(s) for 
Numismatist of the Year at the 
first meeting in February, our 
next meeting. The nomination 
need not be elaborate, but it does 
need to be in writing and include 
your supporting reasons. 
  We have talked about the 
Numismatist of the Year award 
over the last few months because 
it is a wonderful tradition and a 
chance to honor one of our 
members. We have the 
Numismatist of the Year 
committee comprising five 
veteran members; now we need 
some nominations for the 
committee to evaluate. If an 
honoree is selected, it will be kept 
secret by the committee until our 
annual banquet in May, when the 
award will be announced and 
presented.   
  The Numismatist of the Year 
Award is not about assembling a 
registry set or collection of rare 
material, but honoring a member 
who shares time and talent to 
educate and enlighten RNA 
members and/or the numismatic 
community.  
  Considering our membership, I 
can think of several very strong 
candidates who meet the 
requirements for this prestigious 
award. Selection criteria require 
RNA membership in good 
standing and contributions to the 
RNA and/or numismatic 
community such as oral 
presentations, displays, written 
articles in the RNA News or 
outside publications.     
  Contributions to the club could 
be in the form of volunteering to 

help out on committees, such as 
our annual coin show, setting up 
a display at the show, giving a talk 
or writing an article, or in some 
other way helping the RNA.   
  Another topic on my mind is 
National Coin Week. The RJNA 
made some really nice posters last 
year. Maybe we could have a joint 
project with the RJNA to make 
posters, put together a small 
display or post general 
information about coin collecting 
in the Rochester Museum or in 
the Rundel Library, or in one or 
more library branches or local 
schools. Please let me know your 
thoughts about participation in 
National Coin Week in April. I’m 
hoping that our club can take part 
in some educational activity this 
year. 

Other Matters 
  We still need volunteers to serve 
on our nominating committee to 
prepare our slate of officers and 
directors for the next fiscal year 
(7/1/06-6/30/07). If the existing 
officers move up, we will need a 
candidate for Treasurer and at 
least two candidates for Director. 
If you are interested in serving as 
an officer, director or committee 
member, let me know. My home 
phone is 241-3807.  My email 
address is 
tkraus1@rochester.rr.com. We 
also need help planning our 
annual banquet in May and 
summer picnic. Many hands make 
light work, and these activities 
build teamwork and lasting 
friendships, which is really what 
our club is all about.  
 

Sincerely, 
Tom 
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THE COLORADO SPRINGS FILES 

A Summer Seminar Experience 
 

By Richard Jozefiak 
  I attended the American Numismatic Association’s 
(ANA) Summer Seminar in July 2005 on a Blue Ridge 
Numismatic Association (BRNA) scholarship. The 
BRNA scholarship allowed me to take a course in 19th- 
Century numismatics, an area of interest to me.   
  The ANA Summer Seminar is held in two one-week 
sessions. In 2005, the two one-week ANA Summer 
Seminar sessions were held 
June 26-July 1, and July 2-8.  
Each one-week session had 
about a dozen different 
courses to choose from, 
with a number of other 
activities during the week. I 
had a very busy week with 
the many different activities 
both on and off campus. 
  The ANA Summer 
Seminar is held on the 
beautiful campus of 
Colorado College, in 
Colorado Springs. Colorado 
Springs is at the base of the 
Rockies, near Pikes Peak.  
The ANA Headquarters 
building, which houses the 
ANA Museum, Library, 
Research Facility, Money 
Store and Administration, is 
located on the grounds of 
Colorado College on 
Cascade Street. During 
Summer Seminar, extended 
hours are scheduled by all 
ANA Departments to 
support the needs of the 
students. A total of 462 
students attended the ANA Summer Seminar in 2005, 
which included about 60 Young Numismatists (YNs). 
  Most students stay on campus in dormitories. The 
dormitories provide basic accommodations, which 
include shared rooms and bathrooms, but no TV nor air 
conditioning. I opted to upgrade my accommodations 
(for an additional fee) to a private room in the 
apartment section of campus.   

  During the weekend between the two sessions, the 
Colorado Springs coin clubs hold a coin show at a hotel 
in the downtown area. This is a large show, and there 
were shuttle vans to take students to and from the coin 
show.   
  I selected the July 2-8 session to take the course 
“Numismatics of the 19th Century.” The instructors for 
the course were well-known professional numismatist 

John Kraljevich of 
American Numismatic 
Rarities, and Charlie Davis, 
numismatic bookseller.  My 
class had fourteen students, 
which included two YNs.  
We came from a wide range 
of numismatic experiences 
and backgrounds, with both 
new collectors and some 
serious collectors of many 
years. We were all able to 
learn from our experience.  
The class was interactive, 
with the two instructors 
providing much 
information on the 
collectors, dealers, literature 
and times of the 19th 
Century. The students in 
class also researched a 
selected topic, then gave a 
ten-minute presentation on 
the last day of class. 
  The second Summer 
Seminar session began on 
Saturday, July 2, at 4 pm 
with a welcome and 
introductions from Ms. 
Gail Baker, ANA Outreach 

Director. Afterwards, we had our first meal in the 
Colorado College cafeteria. As part of the Summer 
Seminar fee, meals are included at the Colorado College 
cafeteria. Students have a variety of food to select for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 
  Class began on Sunday, July 3, from 1 to 4 pm, 
meeting in a classroom. Class was held Monday through 
Thursday from 9 am to 4 pm, with lunch from 11:45 am 
to 1:15 pm.   

 
ANA Money Museum exhibit on errors 

View of Pikes Peak from Colorado College 
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In class, the instructors brought rare coins, medals, and 
books during the week for us to see. One of the 
highlights of the week was when the class went to the 
ANA Research Department to see the ANA’s Class I 
and Class III 1804 Dollars. These are impressive coins 
to view up close. Many of us 
took photos of the two coins.  
The class also visited the 
ANA Library and viewed a 
number of rare and important 
numismatic books. 
  As a student in class, I 
learned as much from my 
fellow students as I did from 
my instructors. Unlike a 
typical school class, students 
in my class at Summer 
Seminar were not shy about 
giving their opinions and 
research they had done on 
topics of discussion. 
  Besides the course, I also 
signed up for an optional 
mini-course (for an additional 
fee) on “The Early Minting 
Process and Creative Errors.”  
This mini-course was held on 
Saturday and Sunday from 
6:30 to 9:30 pm The 
instructors for this were Mike 
Ellis and Timothy Grat of the 
Gallery Mint.   
  This mini-course allowed 
for its students to have 
hands-on experience with 
minting equipment. We were 
allowed to do hammered 
minting (using pewter 
planchets) and screw press 
minting. We created a 
number of error pieces to see 
what errors the U.S. Mint 
could create in its operations, 
and how it could create these 
errors. I created sixteen 
different pieces for my 
collection. It was great fun 
working with real minting 
equipment. 
  During the week, there were also a number of non-
numismatic fun activities to do for an additional cost. I 
selected the tour to go see a Rockies vs. Dodgers 
baseball game in Denver on July 4 with a group of about 

30 students from Summer Seminar. We left the campus 
at 3:30 pm on a chartered bus, and got back at 1 am.  
The baseball game lasted 11 innings, with a great 
fireworks display after the game. Other tours offered 
during the week were a trip to Pikes Peak and the U.S. 

Mint in Denver. The YNs 
also had a number of tours 
arranged just for them. 
  One of the events during 
the week that is well attended 
by the students is the YN 
auction. The YNs hold an 
auction during each session.  
The YNs collect, catalogue, 
and hold the auction. The 
auction proceeds go to fund 
YN scholarships for the next 
year. Students are asked to 
donate items for the YN 
auction, and many of them 
do. A number of the 
numismatic companies also 
donate lots. 
   The YN auction I attended 
on Wednesday evening had 
over 200 lots, with a wide 
variety of items. The auction 
realized almost $25,000. The 
auction is lively, with unique 
features. Unlike a standard 
auction, people are allowed to 
raise their own bids, put an 
item back up for auction after 
winning it, and donate lots 
they won to a YN. 
  During the week, a number 
of free one-hour discussion 
seminars are held. Fellow 
students speak on a 
numismatic topic they 
specialize in or research they 
have done. I attended a very 
interesting discussion session 
on “Numismatic Ethics.”  
This was a panel discussion 
with four coin dealers and a 
lawyer on the panel. The 
moderator was ANA 

Governor Don Kagin.   
  A number of scenarios were given to students in their 
class to read ahead of time. The choices you were asked 
to make was whether you as a dealer or collector would 
keep the money in a situation or give it back. The  

 
Colorado Springs Coin Show bourse 

“Numismatics of the 19th Century” Class 

In the ANA Library: librarian Nancy Green (standing) wearing 
white gloves, holding numismatic book 
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Summer Seminar 
continued from previous page 
dealers on the panel played different people on what  
they would do or not do, and then the lawyer gave the 
legal interpretation. The right ethical action was not 
always the right legal action. There were a number of 
heated discussions on the scenarios during the seminar 
and afterwards. 
  The Summer Seminar ended 
on Thursday, July 7, with a 
catered banquet in the evening.  
It began at 6 pm with a 
socialization hour, and then the 
dinner was at 7 pm. The dinner 
was excellent. At the end of 
dinner, a number of awards 
were presented to instructors 
and students. The dinner ended 
about 9 pm, and there was 
entertainment afterwards. 
  On Friday, July 8, I went on 
the ANA-arranged U.S. Mint 
tour. This was an optional tour 
scheduled for the day after the 
end of Summer Seminar. There 
were about 35 of us that left on 
a charted bus at 7:30 am for 
Denver. We arrived at the U.S. 
Mint about 9 am and were 
processed in by Mint Security. We were not allowed to 
bring in any coins, cameras, or cell phones. 
  After a brief overview of the Denver Mint, we were 
broken into groups of 5 to 6 people. After being issued 
safety glasses and earplugs, we started on the tour. My 
group first went to the original mint building to see the 
beautiful architecture. We then went to the production 
floor to see the coining process from planchets being 
made to stamping machines. We got to hold newly 
minted pieces from the presses that were still hot. The 

2005 D Oregon state quarter was in production, as was 
the 2005 D nickel with the Pacific Coast reverse. 
  The production area was noisy. The tour lasted about 
an hour and gave me a better appreciation of the 
minting process and the work that goes into producing 
coins. The last stop of the tour was the security station. 

No “souvenirs” are allowed to leave 
the Mint, and the metal detectors are 
much more sensitive than at airports.  
All metal on you had to be removed 
and put in a basket for examination. 
After passing the security station, we 
were allowed to buy 2001 D dollars at 
an exchange machine as a souvenir. 
  After leaving the Mint Building, 
many of us went to the Mint gift 
store. The gift store is a separate 
building that is open to the public. 
Sales were very brisk with the gift 
store full of people. 
  The next stop was the Brown Palace 
Hotel to have a catered lunch. The 
Brown Hotel is rich in history, and 
very beautiful. I had time to go to the 
Wells Fargo Bank building and visit 
the large money and history museum 
at the rear of the bank. The tour 

group returned to Colorado College about 4:30 pm. I 
left the next day to fly back home. 
  My week at Summer Seminar was a great learning 
experience, with many activities that were interesting 
and fun to do. If you would like information on next 
year’s Summer Seminar, please go to www.money.org , 
or call the ANA at 800-367-9723.  

•  •  • 
Richard Jozefiak is a Life Member of the American Numismatic 

Association and a new member of the Rochester Numismatic 
Association 

The author making hammered coinage 

 
 

How can you reach Rochester area coin collectors each month??? 
Have your ad published in a full year of the RNA News. 

Rates: 
Full page — $220/year  •  Half-page — $110/year  •  Quarter page — $55/year  

* * Business Card Ads * * — Just $25/year – your best bargain 
(And remember – noncommercial “Wanted” notices are always free to club members in good standing!  

Send them to rnanews@fybush.com) 
For more information, contact David Gottfried at 738-0908 or at dag@rochester.rr.com. 
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THE 2005 MEINHART AWARD SPEECHES 

The First Coin 
 

By Steven Rutledge 
  Throughout history, money has taken the form of 
many different materials. Three thousand years ago, 
feathers, cattle, ivory, salt, shells, beads and many more 
items were used as money. However, the first coin ever 
to be minted out of a metal and stamped by a die was 
the Lydian Lion, first made around 600 or 630 BC. 
Others had been minted, 
but not on a large scale. 
The Lydian Lion was 
considered to be the first 
mass-minted coin. 
  Lydia, now present-day 
Turkey, minted many 
different denominations 
of coins. The coins were 
called staters and common 
denominations were the 1 
stater, the 1/3 stater, the 
1/6 stater, the 1/12 stater, 
the 1/24 stater, the 1/48 
stater and the 1/96 stater. 
The 1 stater was the largest 
and weighed around 4.5 
grams. The 1/96 stater was 
the smallest and weighed 
only about one tenth of a 
gram. The smaller the coin 
was, the smaller the 
denomination was. The 1/3 
stater, also known as the 
trite, was the most common 
denomination. 
  The staters were minted in 
an alloy of gold and silver 
called electrum. Electrum was 
known as “white gold” in 
ancient times. Overall, the 
staters always had a picture of p
obverse of the 1/3, 1/6 and 1/
head baring its fangs and roarin
stater staters normally featured 
a lion’s head. The reverse of all
interesting pattern of two punc
and only one square on smaller
there from when the hammer s
it into the die on an anvil. This 
struck face down. Unlike coins 
have a reverse picture, just strik

  Although the Lydians were the first to mass mint coins, 
other nearby states also minted coins, but to a much lesser 
extent. States such as Miletos, Ephesos and Phokaia in Ionia 
also were minting coins, but not as prominently as the 
Lydians. There are many reasons why Lydia was the main 
coin-minting state. It was a very prosperous nation set right 
next to the Paktolos River, rich in electrum deposits.  

  Greek mythology explains 
that the river gained its 
art of a lion on the coin. The 
12 stater all present a lion’s 
g. The 1/24, 1/48 and 1/96 
a lion’s paw, and occasionally 
 the coins contains an 
hed-in squares on larger coins, 
 coins. These marks were left 
truck the planchet and pressed 
means that the coins were 
today, the Lydian Lion did not 
e marks. 

electrum when King Midas 
from the nearby state of 
Phrygia washed in the river 
to rid himself of his “golden 
touch.” 
  But in reality, the electrum 
came from deposits in 
Mount Tmolos, known 
today as Mount Bozdag. 
And since the coins were 
made of electrum that was 
50-60% gold and the 
electrum deposits were 70-
90% gold, they must have 
had the technology to refine 
pure gold and silver. This 
also showed their 
technological superiority. 
Also, Lydia was set on the 
trade routes between Asia 
and Europe, and obtained 
goods from both 
continents. 
  As a collector’s item, the 
Lydian coins are scarce, but 
not rare. The price range is 
usually between $500 and 
$2000. There are many 
runners-up for the first coin, 
but the Lydian Lion is still 

considered to be the first because of its mass production 
during its time. 

•  •  • 
  The Meinhart Speaking Contest, named for past RNA president and 
Rochester Junior Numismatic Association founder Edward F. 
Meinhart, brings RJNA members before the RNA each May to present 
talks on topics of numismatic interest. 
  The 2005 Meinhart contest, held at the May 19, 2005, RNA 
meeting, featured talks from ten RJNA members. 
  Throughout 2005-2006, RNA News will feature talks presented 
during the 2005 Meinhart competition. 
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The Calendar  February - March 
• Thursday February 2 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Dave Gottfried speaks on “I Just Got Married And I’m Too Busy To Give 

Scott and Joe-Steve A Speech Topic” 
• Thursday February 16 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Chip Scoppa speaks on “Mintmarks, Present and Yesteryear.” (We’re 

partial to “D” ourselves, but just the Dahlonega version...) 
• Friday February 17 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association Know someone 17 or younger who is 

interested in numismatics? Why not bring them to an RJNA meeting? Or just show up and join in the “Stump the 
Advisor” fun. 

• Thursday March 2 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Richard Jozefiak speaks on “Alaska Numismatics” 
• Thursday March 16 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Doug Musinger speaks on “A Topic to be Announced” 
• Additional Spring 2006 meetings: April 6, 20; May 4, 18; June 1, 15 
• Friday May 26 - Edie Coe Presidential Banquet Details in upcoming issues of RNA News! 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 
 

RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 
the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
 

 National Coin Week is coming – 
April 16-22!   
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