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Dear Mr. Nachbar,

S.F., North Carolina

My thanks to you for your
help in making the sale of

my coins a quick, fair,
and pleasant experience.

The trust and
recommendation of my
friend was surely well-

placed in you. Receiving
the check so quickly was

an added plus.

Distance was no deterrent
to our transaction, as your

excellent reputation
assured me that sending

the coins via registered
mail was a safe and

efficient way to get them
to you.

Thank you, also, for
researching the historical

price of the collection
(when I inherited it) so the

tax exposure on the sale
would be accurate and

fair.

Again, my sincerest
thanks.

“SENDING THE

C INS VIA

REGISTERED

MAIL WAS A

SAFE WAY T

GET THEM T

Y U.”

O

O

O

O
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 Well, we’re off and rolling – and I 
haven’t been impeached yet! 
 A quick update on some of the themes 
from my summer letter and the board 
meeting that was held in conjunction 
with the club picnic in August: 
 Fiscal Responsibility. The board 
passed a BALANCED BUDGET. The 
key decisions were to set the library 
budget at $0, eliminate one issue of the 
newsletter and cap expenditures on 
refreshments for meetings. That, 
coupled with increased electronic 
distribution of the newsletter, should go 
a long way to helping as we move 
forward. 
 The major income sources are  
Coin show - $2500 
Dues - $2500 
 The major expenses are 
Presidential Medal - $1900 
RNA News - $2400 
Meeting refreshments - $600 
Safe Deposit Boxes - $300 
Office Expenses - $200 
 The annual picnic and banquet will be 
priced to break even. 
 Chip Scoppa made the suggestion at 
the board meeting that we consider 
changing the RNA President’s term to 
two years. This would mean we would 
only have to strike a medal every two 
years, which would be a huge savings.  
We will continue to discuss this. 
 Stewardship. We learned at the board 
meeting that Gerry Muhl has been 
doing numismatic presentations in 
schools. This is in addition to all his 
other club activities: serving on the 
board, doing publicity for the club, 
writing articles and serving as assistant 
historian and curator. Gerry is one of a 
handful of members that can always be 
counted on to step up and help the club.  
Thanks so much, Gerry.   
 Education. Gerry Muhl has been 
going to schools. Chip Scoppa’s wife 
has been part of Coins in the 
Classroom. Maureen Kraus has made a 
huge effort to use coins in her 
classroom. These are key initiatives that 
we should celebrate as a club. They are, 
however, also individual efforts rather 

than club efforts. I continue to look for 
ways for the club to be more involved 
in the community. 
 Our 2000th meeting will be the first 
meeting in September 2007. This makes 
it possible for us actually to plan a 
special 2000th meeting banquet for 
August after the picnic, if there is 
sufficient interest. 
 We will hold the next board meeting 
at 7 p.m. on November 2 in the 
Eisenhart building, prior to the 
regular Thursday meeting. 

•  •  • 
 Since my last letter, the board has 
received a copy of the RNA Coin 
Collection inventory. It is 50 pages long, 
containing thousands of items. A quick 
perusal has reinforced in me the desire 
to streamline the collection. As it stands 
now, the collection is diverse yet 
incomplete, valuable but invisible. It 
would be hard to make a rationale for 
keeping many items that are in the 
collection other than out of respect for 
the donors of those items and their 
families. 
 I believe that any donor should be 
proud that we sold his or her donation 
and used the money to build a better 
collection, and a collection that better 
serves our educational mission. We are 
not selling items in the collection to 
throw a party for the board or the 
members. We are reallocating the club 
assets so that they can be maintained 
more efficiently and used more 
effectively. 
 Here’s a brief list of a few items that 
take up significant space in the 
collection, yet have modest value and no 
connection to the bulk of the collection: 
 Foreign proof/mint sets: 
1973 San Marino Mint set 
1972, 1977 Australia proof sets 
1975 Bahamas proof sets 
1973 British Virgin Islands 
1971 UK Decimal set 
1970 UK LSD set 
1982 UK proof set 
1976 (x2), 1982 Canada proof sets 
1967 Denmark proof set 

continued on page 7 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Evaluating the collection 



NUMISMATIC SUMMER STORIES (I) 

The RNA Goes Mile High in Denver 
 

 
Photos by Kevin Strong (cover and above); Scott Fybush (below and right) 

 

 When the ANA brought its annual World’s Fair of Money to 
Denver, plenty of RNA’ers made the trip west for the occasion.  
  Shown above is just part of the contingent – Wayne Scheible, 
Charlie Ricard, Pat Scheible, Scott Fybush (and Ariel), Richard 
Nachbar, Lisa Fybush and Richard Jozefiak. 
  Richard delivered a “Numismatic Theater” presentation on the 
British sovereign and half-sovereign, which was well received – and 
Charlie was honored by the Token and Medal Society with an 
honorary life membership. 
  Also on the bourse floor in Denver were Ira Stein, John Bailey 
and Mitch Sanders, who chaired a Citizens’ Coinage Advisory 
Committee meeting that featured a surprise appearance by one of 
the “Little Rock Nine,” who showed up to see the proposed 
designs for the commemoratives that will honor them. 
  Yes, Bill Coe, that’s a 1933 St. Gaudens $20 gold piece in the 
picture at left – and as the photo on the opposite page 
demonstrates, it wasn’t even the only one on display. As you’ve 
probably read in the numismatic press, all ten of the 1933 $20 
pieces that were seized by the federal government were on display 
in Denver, prompting plenty of discussion among those in line to 
see the coins. 
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  And as you may have read in the Post or the D&C, 
the summer also brought a 50th anniversary to Bill 
and Edie Coe – as well as to several of their Greece 
neighbors!  
  Many RNA’ers were on hand in August for the big 
picnic celebration of the Coes’ big day (we even 
heard someone call it “this year’s Gottfried picnic!”), 
at which Bill unveiled his latest medallic creation – a 
massive, 2” gold-plated bronze medal 
commemorating the wedding anniversary and the 
Coes’ long record of involvement in the RNA. 
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NUMISMATIC SUMMER STORIES (II) 

A Day at the CNA Convention 
 

By Thalia Irwin (Age 6) 
(As told to George Irwin) 
 Hi, I'm Thalia Elizabeth and I am six years old and a 
member of the RJNA. I collect coins from 2000, since that is 
when I was born, coins from 1900, since they are 100 years 
older than I am, and coins with Queen Elizabeth on them, 
since Elizabeth is my middle name.  
 My dad took me to Niagara Falls in July to a coin 
convention. We left Mom and my brother Kieran at the 
Lego Brick City and walked a while in the rain to get there, 
but it was OK. I got a new umbrella to use!  
 The first thing I saw when I got there was a giant Canada 
dollar coin [probably foam core board-Dad] that I could put my 
head in and have my picture taken. There was a giant Queen 
Elizabeth coin too, the two-dollar coin.  
 I went over to the Kids’ Table, and a man gave me a 
Treasure Hunt form to fill out. Dad helped with the address. 
The man gave me a list of coins to find and a coupon book 
to use. We needed 
to find the dealers 
that had stickers 
somewhere on 
their tables. Then 
Daddy registered at 
the grownups 
table, and we 
started looking for 
treasure.  
 It wasn't easy! 
Some of the 
dealers were really 
tricky. The first 
one hid his sticker 
on his lamp! But 
then one of the 
other dealers who 
had a sticker gave 
us some hints, and 
we found some of 
the other tables 
with stickers right away. Each time I found a sticker, the 
dealer took one of the coupons and gave me a coin or 
something else. There were 14 stickers to find. I got some 
new Canada coins, some very old Canada cents with King 
George V and King George VI on them. One of them I 
needed for my book at home. I even got some Canadian Tire 
Money -- good thing there was a story with each thing I got. 
I got a pen from the Royal Canadian Mint so I could check 
off the items I got.  
 I looked at the exhibits too. There were lots of Queen 
Elizabeth coins and gold coins. Dad liked the coins with St. 
George and the Dragon. The dealers even had the Canada 
money with the Princess Elizabeth on it [the 1935 issue of 

the 20-dollar note from the Bank of Canada]. We saw four 
different Princess Elizabeth bills! Wow! One of them cost 
four thousand dollars!  
 At one table [The Canadian Numismatic Dealers 
Association] someone gave me two books, one of which was 
about paper money and the other one about Canadian coins. 
They were great! Dad said he was really impressed with that. 
[They were previous-year Charlton guides... I was really impressed! -
Dad]  
 Even with Dad's help, there were three stickers we could 
not find, and even some of the other people at the show and 
the security guard couldn't remember where they were.  
 So we went downstairs, where there was a kids’ meeting. 
Except the meeting was over, and instead they were having 
an auction! We thought that you had to finish the Treasure 
Hunt but we didn't; they let me play anyway. I got fifty Kids’ 
Auction Dollars when I gave the man at the table my form. 
Oh, and he was wearing one of the stickers I was missing! 

No wonder I couldn't find it!  
 I bid on a few things, but 
other kids bid more at first. 
Then I won two things: a 
1912 Canada dime, which is 
silver, and a group of other 
dimes from Canada, which 
included three silver ones. I 
kept two of the auction 
dollars for a souvenir.  
 Daddy felt a little bad 
because he said that if I 
finished the Treasure Hunt I 
would have gotten a prize plus 
five whole dollars to spend at 
any dealer I wanted. Not 
enough to get a gold coin 
though. But he did buy me a 
few coins with guess who on 
them – Queen Elizabeth. One 
of them [UK pattern 20-cent 
Euro, 2003] had Queen 

Elizabeth on her horse and another one [Cook Islands two 
cents] had pineapples on the back! That one is a proof coin 
that Daddy said I would really like.  
 On the way out, Dad took a picture of me with my head 
sticking out of the Canada dollar and with some of the other 
coins. He said that you don't see a loon that big every day!  
 We had to get back to Mommy and my brother, who went 
from the Legos to the Niagara Falls Aviary to see the birds, 
but I can't wait until next year to try the Treasure Hunt 
again! Maybe it won't be raining, either. My dad said he is 
going to park a little closer to the hotel next time!  
 I give the show two thumbs up!  
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The author at the CNA convention in Niagara Falls 



A word from Dad:  The “CoinKids” activities at the CNA 
Convention were, in a word, spectacular. I've heard of the concept of a 
Treasure Hunt being used before, but this was quite the amazing 
version of it. The kids could search for 14 different dealers, and each 
one had something for the kids. It's not only an investment in the 
coins (which were quite nice, by the way – among them a tombac 
nickel, "smokestack" nickel and two BU quarters, the RCMP and 
the Breast Cancer coin), but in the time it took to put something like 
this on. The dealers who participated in the hunt were, to a person, 
incredibly nice, often taking time out from a “real deal” to ensure that 
the children got their treasures. One of them even awarded the kids 
something extra in the form of a UK half-penny. The Royal 
Canadian Mint gave pens out to each child as well. Each of the items 
– 12 coins, one paper money item, and one Canadian Tire item – 

came with an explanation. Some of the items came in plastic paper 
money folders – a major touch of class.  
 We didn't get to listen in on the CoinKids meeting, since we were 
trying to get those last three items in the hunt, but Thalia did get to 
play in the auction. The kids' and parents' reactions to the fevered 
bidding on these items was priceless. “Sold, to the little girl in the 
green shirt!” gave a certain six-year-old I know a smile from ear to 
ear – and one to the auctioneers as well.  
 The only regret I have – well, besides Thalia not being able to get the 
last items she needed – was that we had a limited time window in 
which to enjoy the show. The general feeling of kinship and enjoyment 
of the hobby was apparent everywhere. The 2007 CNA Convention 
is back in Niagara Falls, and there's no question that we will be 
back, and we will park a little closer!  

 

 

President’s Message 
continued from page 3 
 

1976 France FDC set  
1975 New Zealand mint set 
1972 Panama proof set 
1975 Panama 20 Balboa 
1975 Papua New Guinea set 
1964 Sierra Leone Set 
1957 Spain coin set 
1975 Switzerland proof set 
1976 Vatican City mint set 
 
 Would anyone miss these coin sets if they were turned into a 
really nice U.S. large cent? 
 Among U.S. material, we have the following proof sets: 
1968-1973, 1976, 1977, 1979-1982 
 We have the following U.S. mint sets (I have not inspected 
these for originality): 
1947, 1947 (partial), 1948 (x4), 1949 (x2), 1951, 1952, 1953 
(x3), 1955, 1956 (x2), 1957 (x4), 1959, 1960, 1961 (x2), 1962 
(x2), 1965, 1975-78, 1980, 1981 
 We could sell these sets to buy a nice, genuine 1793 ½-cent 
to replace the electrotype in the collection. 
 We have some very nice Chinese material. Does this fit into 
the collection? We have some wonderful tokens. Do these fit 
into the collection? 
 I am urging the board to draft a mission statement for the 
collection spelling out what the collection will hold and for 
what purpose. Everything else, I believe, should be sold – no 
matter how nice it is. 
 My starting point for these discussions would be the 
following: “The RNA Coin Collection strives to maintain a 
premiere pre-1950 U.S. Type Set, the preservation of RNA 
medallic history and Rochester, NY medals and tokens.  
These items are held for the purpose of educating the 
community about the history of coinage in America and the 
history of trade and commerce in Rochester.” 
 I would maintain very special club-related items like the 
wonderful Castorland medal that our Life Member #1, 
Charlie Ricard, generously donated.  I would go so far as to 

spell out legacy items such as this that must be held or 
returned to the family. Future donations to the club would be 
given either as legacy pieces or discretionary items, and this 
would also be spelled out. 
 Of course, my concise mission statement (so unlike me, 
don’t you think?) could be expanded to include colonial 
material, Canadian material, ancient material or whatever. But 
I would suggest we stay as narrow as possible. To put 
together a truly educational set of copper requires some 
completeness. Partial collections of everything are of limited 
use. By focusing narrowly, we can do a world-class job in our 
chosen area rather than a roughshod job in our shotgun 
approach. 
 Once a mission statement is crafted, I would suggest 
contacting major auction houses and asking if they would be 
interested in having a named RNA auction with a 
corresponding catalog.  This would allow the collection and 
the club to be publicized and provide a historic catalog for 
the club. It would also allow any club members who desired 
to buy a piece of the club collection with an RNA pedigree. 
 The money raised would be used exclusively for the 
improvement of the collection within the parameters of its 
new mission. 
 The smaller, catalogued collection would be properly insured 
(it is not now insured at all), archivally stored (it is not up to 
21st-century standards) and used frequently for the education 
of the community. 
 The board has the power to do this, but I hope for 
consensus of the membership on all steps in this process.  
That is why I am communicating as openly as I am about all 
initiatives. 

Steve Lanzafame 
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M. Curtis Eddy, RNA Member #31 

The RNA sends its condolences to the family of 
Curt Eddy, longtime RNA member, who died Aug. 

15 at age 61. Curt joined the RNA in 1971. He is 
survived by his wife and fellow member Alice Eddy, 

daughter of past president Burdette Nash.  



The Calendar October-November 

• Thursday October 5 –  8 PM – RNA Meeting: Peter Blaisdell talks about ancient Roman economics: “What Would It 
Buy?”  

• Thursday October 19 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: John Cali gives a pictorial presentation on “Cancels & Postmarks” 

• Friday October 20 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association meeting 
• Thursday November 2 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Gerry Muhl speaks about “US-made Mexican Coins.” A board meeting 

will precede the regular meeting; all members are welcome! 

• Saturday/Sunday November 4 & 5 – The RNA’s 34th Annual Coin Show and Sale Details in the next RNA News! 

• Thursday November 16 –  8 PM – RNA Meeting: Scott Fybush presents “Radio & TV on Coins” 

• Thursday December 7–  8 PM – RNA Meeting: Steve Eisinger talks about “The Great Silver Caper of 1979-1980” 

• Thursday December 21– 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Holiday Auction 

• Additional 2006-2007 RNA Meetings: Jan. 4, Jan. 18, Feb. 1, Feb. 15, Mar. 1, Mar. 15, Apr. 5, Apr. 19, May 3, May 17, 
Jun. 7, Jun. 21 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 
the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
 

 The RNA Coin Show – November 4 & 5!  
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