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    Our regular meeting schedule 
began on September 6, with the 
celebration of the 2000th meeting 
of the Rochester Numismatic 
Association. As reported 
elsewhere in this issue, almost 80 
members and guests attended the 
meeting. 
  Additional reporting on this 
historic meeting is 
contained in two 
articles in the 
Numismatic News 
issues dated 
August 28 and 
October 9, and in 
the October issue 
of the 
Numismatist.  
  Thank you, Bill 
Coe, for issuing 
the press releases 
that form the 
basis of reporting 
by those two publications.  
  Thanks also to Peter Blaisdell 
for developing the press release 
about RNA 2000, on which the 
September 24 article in Coin World 
is based. 
  I especially want to thank Gerry 
Muhl for chairing the committee 
that planned the 2000th meeting, 
for his creativity in designing the 
commemorative medal obverse 
and coordinating medal 
production, and for producing 
the souvenir 2000th meeting 
program. The program included a 
past presidents autograph page, 
and many of us passed our 
programs around for the 
signatures of the 21 presidents 
who attended.  
  Thanks also, Gerry, for 
developing two versions of our 
souvenir lapel pins, with their 
clustered oak leaf design. The 
medal reverse was created by the 

Rochester Junior Numismatic 
Association (RJNA), which marks 
its 60th anniversary this year. In 
addition to the souvenir program, 
meeting attendees received a 
special wooden nickel developed 
by Bill Coe and featuring the 
same obverse as the medal. 
Thank you, Bill.  

  Thanks also 
to Edie and 
Bill Coe for 
assistance in 
typing the 
program, and 
to fellow 
committee 
members Peter 
Blaisdell (co-
chair) and 
Scott Fybush.  
  I want to 
thank member 
Michael Luck, 

who distributed a 
commemorative 2001D New 
York State quarter preserved in a 
numbered NGC slab to 
attendees.  
  I also want to thank our 
featured speaker, Scott Fybush, 
who gave a Power Point 
presentation on the “History of 
the RNA,” and Bob Doty, our 
historian, whose dedicated efforts 
in preserving our meeting 
minutes and other written 
documentation makes such a 
review of our history possible.  
  Displays at the meeting included 
Chinese coinage from the RNA 
Collection, prepared by Peter 
Blaisdell, and medals of RNA 
presidents, prepared by Gerry 
Muhl. 

Ted Vaccarella 
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2000 Thanks for the 2000th 
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Coins of Kwanzaa
By Gerard Muhl 
 More than 15 million Americans of African descent 
celebrate part or all of Kwanzaa in December. Since 
the re-creation of this African first-fruits holiday in 
1966, the dates December 26 through January 1 have 
become synonymous with a recommitment to cultural 
ideals and celebration of the good. 
  But did youi know there is a set of coins dedicated to 
the principles of Kwanzaa? First, however, more 
about the 
celebration. 
  The word 
“kwanzaa” derives 
from the East 
African Swahili 
language. “Matunda 
ya Kawanza” 
translates as “first 
fruits” and refers to 
the harvest. 
Kwanzaa founder 
Maulana Karenga 
designed the 
holiday to be a 
“celebration of 
heritage, 
achievements and 
reverence for the 
Creator and 
creation.” It is a 
commemoration of 
the past, a 
celebration of the 
good. 
  Kwanzaa 
emphasizes the 
good and projects a 
sense of optimism. 
The celebration was 
founded in the 1960s, when the civil rights movement 
began to see real accomplishments, but still at a time 
when summer in the cities also too often meant 
violent unrest. 
  The African American was challenged to ask, “Who 
am I, am I really all I ought to be?” These were 
questions especially of moral significance. Kwanzaa 
became a rededication to social excellence. 
  Coinciding with the founding of Kwanzaa, the 
British South American colony of Guyana became a 

sovereign nation. In 1976, Guyana authorized the 
redesign of its coinage in commemoration of its tenth 
year of independence. Six of the eight commemorative 
coins portrayed exotic animals native to Guyana. The 
two other coins honored heroes in that nation’s march to 
independence. 
  Each day of Kwanzaa is dedicated to a different human 
activity. Each one of the 1976 set of coins of Guyana 
bears as its motto one word to represent that activity. 

  The first and second 
day of Kwanzaa is 
dedicated to a re-
examination of 
collective work and 
collective 
responsibility. In 
Swahili, one word, 
Ujima, covers both 
activities. Participants 
in Kwanzaa commit 
themselves to 
building and 
maintaining 
community and 
making their 
brothers’ and sisters’ 
problems their own 
to be solved together. 
  The Guyana large 
10-dollar coin bears 
the Kwanzaa legend 
“Collective 
Responsibility.” It is 
struck in sterling 
silver and has a 
dramatic profile of 
Cuffy, who led a 
revolt of enslaved 
persons in 1763 

against the colonial masters. Guyana celebrates this revolt 
as the first step taken in the colony toward independence. 
  The 5-dollar coin, struck in .500 fine silver, carries the 
Kwanzaa legend “Collective Work” and has a face-on 
portrait of H.N. Critchlow, an early labor leader who 
organized a dock strike in 1919 and had his union 
recognized by the government in 1921. Critchlow 
labored for improved working conditions and served as a 
catalyst for groups seeking independence from the 
British. 
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The third day of Kwanzaa commemorates 
“Endurance and Unity (Umoja).” Participants in 
Kwanzaa rededicate themselves to work to keep 
family, community and nation together. 
  The 1-dollar coin of Guyana bears the legend 
“Endurance” and features the caiman (an alligator-like 
animal that can reach 15 ½ feet in length). 
  The Guyanan commemorative 50-cent coin bears 
the legend “Creativity” (Kuumba) and shows the canji 
pheasant, which is regarded as one of the missing 
links in the evolution of birds from reptiles. These 
birds have temporary claws on their wings and can 
climb trees. 
  The 25-cent coin in the series portrays the happy 
eagle and bears the legend “Self-Determination” 
(Kujichagulia). The fifth day of Kwanzaa urges 
participants to define, create and speak for 
themselves. Each person needs to define his or her 
own role in the culture. 
  The sakiwinki monkey, native of Guyana, appears on 
the 10-cent coin with the legend “Cooperative 
Economics.” Ujamaa, the legend in Swahili, refers to 
the building of businesses and their use to help the 
whole community. That is the final theme of the six-
day Kwanzaa celebration. 
  The golden brass 5-cent coin shows the sleek jaguar 
– the most ferocious cat in the Western Hemisphere. 
Its legend, “Purpose” (Nia) reminds day-seven 

Kwanzaa celebrants to build and develop the community 
together for the pride and respect of all. 
  The last coin for the final day of Kwanzaa is the brass 
1-cent piece portraying the huge but gentle manatee, or 
sea cow. “Faith” (Imani) is the one-word legend, which 
reminds all to believe in the people, parents, teachers and 
leaders, and that the struggle for greatness can be 
accomplished. With the last day of Kwanzaa, a large feast 
is prepared, and all celebrants are to move into the new 
year with a rededicated spirit to improve self, community 
and nation. 
  The Guyanan coins, struck by the Franklin Mint as a 
tenth-anniversary commemorative, proved so popular 
that the design was continued each year through 1980. 
  The obverse of each coin displays the nation’s coat-of-
arms with the motto “One People, One Nation, One 
Destiny,” which reflects the self-confidence and 
determination of the people of this nation. To re-
emphasize the national motto, the legend over the coat-
of-arms states, “Our People – Our Most Precious Asset.” 
  It is interesting to see how Guyana’s struggle as a new 
nation mirrors the struggle of the African-American 
community as expressed in the celebration of Kwanzaa. 
The “Kwanzaa Coins” reflect upon a rich cultural 
heritage of people of African descent as products of 
many nations, and pay tribute to a culture strong with 
creativity, faith and endurance. 

 
 

 

2000th Meeting Medals! 
Miss out on your chance to add the RNA’s newest medal to your collection? 
Additional 2000th Meeting medals may be available, depending on demand. 
Silver-clad medals will cost $10, .999 silver medals will cost $30 – but only if 
there’s sufficient interest in making more. Interested? Contact president Ted 

Vaccarella or treasurer George Irwin before December 31! 
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The RNA’s 35th Annual Coin Show and Sale – November 3 & 4 
  35 years and still going strong – the RNA’s Annual Coin Show and Sale returns to the Eisenhart Auditorium, 657 East Avenue, on 
November 3, 10 AM-5 PM, and November 4, 10 AM-4 PM. 
  It is a very efficient way to find just the right item you are looking for. You can actually hold and see each item to evaluate it without 
the need to send it back and forth in the mails. Likewise, if you have items to dispose of, the transaction can take place right there 
without complications. 
  Since the show is a club project, it is expected that as many members as possible will participate in its presentation. Actually, you will 
find that it is a very rewarding experience. You will have the opportunity to rub elbows with the dealers and expand your knowledge in 
many numismatic areas. Also, it will give you a chance to work with and get to know the other members better. Several types of 
activities and many time frames are available. Over the years, the RNA has thrived because of this type of fellowship.  
  You are encouraged to develop a display to enter in the Exhibit Contest. At stake is the prestigious Alphonse Kolb “Best of Show” 
award. It is a beautiful plaque that you can be proud to display.  
   Please see Gerry Muhl or John Zabel to arrange for the cases you will need. Also, check with them if you want some pointers on how 
to present your exhibit. 
   And be sure to visit the exhibit area on the stage to see what John is displaying from the club’s own collection! 
   The Coin Show and Sale is a great way to get new collectors involved in the hobby, so be sure to invite anyone who might be 
interested in coins and stamps to come, meet our dealers and members and see what numismatics is all about! 

 



Club News and Notes
  The RNA’s 2000th meeting went off on schedule September 
6, 2007, beginning with a social dinner at Cipriani’s Italian 
Seafood Grille in Irondequoit and continuing with the regular 
meeting at the Rochester Museum and Science Center. 
  There’s probably an entire article to be written just on the 
collectibles generated at the meeting (hint, hint!), but the list 
would include, at the very least, the commemorative program 
produced for the evening (complete with autographs from 
the 21 former presidents in attendance); the wooden nickels 
arranged by Bill Coe; the commemorative medals and pins 
produced by Gerry Muhl; and the slabbed and numbered 
New York state quarters that Mike Luck procured from 
NGC as gifts for the attendees. 

•  •  • 
 Congratulations to 
Arthur D. Cohen, 
who celebrated his 
50th anniversary as 
an RNA member 
on October 1, 2007. 
  Art was a member 
of the Rochester 

Junior Numismatic Association for several years prior to 
joining the RNA, serving as president of the junior club (and 
subsequently as the 78th president of the RNA in 1989-1990). 
  At the RNA’s October 4 meeting, Art provided pizza and 
drinks in celebration of the anniversary and was honored with 
a certificate presented by president Ted Vaccarella. 
  This is also Art’s 50th anniversary year as a member of the 
American Numismatic Association, an honor for which he 
received a gold medal and lapel pin. 
  Bill Coe notes that Art’s anniversary now gives the RNA 
four fifty-year members and one in his sixtieth year. 

•  •  • 
  Congratulations, too, to RNA member Mitch Sanders, 
who was recently named to another year as chair of the 
Citizens Coinage Advisory Commission. Mitch’s term now 
extends through October 1, 2008. He was first appointed to 
the commission as a representative of the general public in 
2003, and has served as chair since 2005. 
  In addition to his work on the commission, Mitch writes a 
regular column for beginning collectors in the ANA’s 
Numismatist magazine. 

•  •  • 
  Speaking of Numismatist (which we hear is about to get its 
missing “The” back, not a moment too soon), our own ex-
president, Joe Lanzafame, had his turn in the spotlight last 
month as the guest columnist in the back-page spot long held 
by Donn Pearlman. 
  Joe’s entry in the magazine’s humor contest was a 
rumination on the U.S. Mint’s eventual “Obscure 
Numismatists” commemorative coin series, which he says 
will include a Joe Lanzafame dollar to be issued sometime in 
2136. Joe says he’s surprised that nobody’s yet taken him up 

on his offer of an autographed 
plastic holder for his eventual 
coin, at the low price of just 
$9.99 each. 
  (And he notes that the ANA is 
taking votes to determine who’ll 
get a full year to write the humor 
column; you can “vote Joe” with 
an e-mail to humor@money.org.) 

•  •  • 
  Another publishing note: we’re 
actively looking for 

contributions for the next few issues of RNA News. The 
deadline for the January-February issue is Dec. 21, and for 
the March-April issue it’s Feb. 20. And if you’ve sent in 
contributions in the past that haven’t appeared here, please 
drop us a line (and another copy, if you’ve got one) – the 
recent renovations here at the “home office” still have things 
more disorganized than we’d like! 

•  •  • 

  Several RNA members were among the western New York 
numismatists who attended a joint convention held Sept. 23 
at DiPacific’s restaurant in Farmington. In addition to a small 
bourse floor, the club members who attended the gathering 
heard from the RNA’s own Gerry Muhl, who gave a talk on 
the club’s colonial coins. 
  (And thanks to George Irwin for the photo, in which we 
see Gerry and Dave Phillips manning the RNA table at the 
show, with Tim and Darlene Corio and Lysle Young 
chatting with them.) 

•  •  • 
   Oh, and about those 2000th meeting medals: in response to 
demand for additional medals beyond those available at the 
meeting, the RNA board has voted to explore interest in 
additional examples of both the silver-clad version ($10) and 
the .999 silver version ($30). If there’s enough interest 
expressed, additional quantities will be made available. Want 
one? Contact president Ted Vaccarella and let him 
know...once he’s recuperated from his back surgery. (Best 
wishes on a speedy recovery, Ted!) 
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Applications Corner 
The following people have applied for membership in the RNA since September 6. RNA members with pertinent information about applicants are 
requested to contact the Membership Committee, in care of Bill Coe. If no objections are received within 45 days after publication, these applicants will 
become members of the RNA: 
  

Zane A. Dick, Webster, NY 
Patricia A. Finner, Iola, WI 
Roland W. Finner, Iola WI 

Howard J. Greenwald, Rochester, NY 
Timothy M. Looney, Pittsford, NY 
Justin P. Tracy, Farmington, NY 

 

 

Dates in RNA History 
 

Compiled by Gerard Muhl 
 

November 3, 1942: RNA passes resolution urging US that electrotypes be banned. 
November 17, 1942: New “silver” nickel first shown at club. 
November 2, 1943: J. Pittman and G. Lindboe work on a series of lessons on numismatics. They want to make numismatists 
rather than just collectors. 
November 2, 1943: Mr. Elston shows Invasion Dollar Bill from North Africa. 
November 21, 1944: Pittman gives members a list of all the books in the RNA library. 
November 15, 1949: Henry Dutcher applies for membership. The club holds a donation auction to buy a slide projector, and 
raises $66. 
November 4 and November 5, 1950: Numismatic Advancement Council holds its first convention in Syracuse. George Bauer 
of the RNA is vice president of the group, later called ESNA. 
November 7, 1950: RNA hears a proposal to have only one business meeting a month. That does not happen until 1979. 
November 20, 1951: J. Pittman and Val Judson are named “cohorts” in RNA banquet punch committee. The position is 
renewed each year. 
November 18, 1952: William Hutchinson becomes an RNA life member. 
November 1, 1955: RNA invites area coin club presidents to its annual banquet. They come from Albany, Albion, Buffalo, 
Caledonia, Syracuse and Toronto. 
November 6, 1955: The RNA holds a get-together with the Albion Coin Club. 
December 17, 1940: Dr. Edith Voget donates a set of silver Czech coins to the RNA. Interest was high on European coins 
with World War II raging in Europe. 
December 1, 1942: RNA members discuss a government proposal to strike a new 3-cent piece, a half dime and a copperless 
penny. 
December 15, 1942: The club buys a Series F $100 war bond. 
December 21, 1948: Ed Meinhart, assistant secretary of Union Trust, is appointed chairman of the Junior Numismatic 
Association of America. He will help organize junior clubs in New England, New Jersey and New York. In 1948, the RJNA 
has 78 boys, ages 12 to 17. 
December 2, 1952: J. Pittman speaks about coin grading, pointing out that today’s coins are generally graded higher than in 
early days. 
December 16, 1952: A. Kolb reveals a new reverse design for the RNA presidential medal. 
December 21, 1954: A. Kolb arranges for a variety show at the club’s annual banquet. J. Pittman notes local banks are flooded 
with “CC” silver dollars. 
December 20, 1955: At RNA meeting, J. Pittman shows a complete collection of Canadian bronze, silver and gold coins from 
1870 to 1955. 
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MICHAEL OMELUCH, Professional Numismatist

 



The Calendar November-December 
• Thursday November 1 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting David Gottfried speaks on his favorite subject, “To Be Determined” 
• Saturday-Sunday November 3-4 – The RNA’s 35th Annual Coin Show and Sale, Eisenhart Auditorium, Rochester Museum & 

Science Center, 657 East Ave. Come buy, sell, or just browse! 

• Thursday November 15 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting John Stephens talks about “Identifying Overton Varieties on Bust 
Half-Dollars” 

• Thursday December 6 – 7 PM RNA Board Meeting; 8 PM – RNA Meeting Ted Vaccarella will discuss “RNA Topical 
Issues (visions for the future)” 

• Thursday December 20 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting and Holiday Auction 

• Thursday January 3, 2008 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Gerry Muhl talks about “World War II Counterfeit Notes” 

• Thursday January 17 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Jason Childers speaks about “Olympic Coins” 

• Thursday February 7 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Alec Ollies discusses “Benedito Pistrucci” 

• Thursday February 21 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Steve Eisinger talks about “Pirate Gold” 
 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 
Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 
the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
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