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STILL GOING STRONG & BUYING STRONG!

6

As many of you are aware, it has been my intention to wind down my
commitments and to retire from the business. I conducted my Farewell
Sale at the ANA convention in Baltimore in early August (pictured above)
and was looking forward to cutting back my work week in the autumn from
60 hours to 25-30 or so. And then the whirlwind struck. What I have been
warning about in these pages for 7 years is now underway!

Knowing that the Fannie Mae & Freddie Mac real estate insolvencies
could no longer be shielded from the public view, a handful of New York
banks and investment houses orchestrated a brutal take down of the
precious metals markets in August and early September to groom the
public for the chaos that was to follow. From $909 at the close of the ANA,
gold was heavily shorted for six weeks until reaching a low on 11
September 2008 of $735 per ounce. Like deer frozen in headlights from
an oncoming truck, traditional safe haven buyers stood motionless in fear
as a veritable caravan of crises roared past at blinding speed: Fannie &
Freddie, Lehman Brothers, AIG, Merrill Lynch, Wachovia, Washington
Mutual, the $700++ billion “bank bailout,” and with no end in sight!

PRE-EMPTIVE STRIKE

1

During this frightful period, many lifetime collectors have asked for my
assistance in skillfully, but quickly, liquidating their coin collections. The
volume of my business has been higher since the ANA than at any other
time in recent memory. After discussing the situation and its implications,
all of my employees have agreed to stay on and continue assisting me to
best handle the accelerated purchasing. That is, for a time.

If you would like to simplify your financial situation, to get liquid and take
some risk off the table by selling your appreciated coins, then please
consider my sincerity and readiness to best represent your interests.
Through a combination of retail customers, specialists in the trade and
auction houses, I know how to quickly get you the top dollar for your coins.
And I work close - often for just 10% on larger collections. You can choose
my company check or elect to convert some or all of the proceeds to gold
and silver bullion coins.

REDUCE RISK & PROTECT YOURSELF

Take advantage of my availability to help you in the turbulent weeks
ahead. Beat the crowd and get liquid now. You know of my long
standing reputation to treat you fairly. Please contact me today. I am
still going strong, and buying strong!1

See Ted Butler’s “Smoking Gun” article at www.butlerresearch.com
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  As Old Man 2008 staggers 
toward the end of the year, and 
Baby 2009 is starting to get its legs 
for the new year, it is customary to 
reflect on the past year and make 
resolutions for the new year. 
Being a numismatist (or coin nut, 
as the members of my family call 
me), I wish to suggest to the 
members of the RNA 10 
numismatic new year’s 
resolutions: 
  1. Start collecting a type set of a 
country new to you. I like to think 
of it as invading and conquering 
the culture and history of the 
country. As you acquire new 
coins, you pick up some new 
nugget of knowledge about the 
country. At the present time, I am 
conquering Finland and France.  
  2. On a similar theme, collect 
one coin from each country, past 
or present, in the world. Though 
you might not learn as much detail 
about the individual country, at 
least you will learn where in the 
world it is.  
  3. Collect coins featuring your 
favorite topic, such as ships, 
dragons, flowers, birds, fish, frogs 
or even dinosaurs. The nice thing 
about topical collecting is you 
make the rules of what you want 
to collect! 
  4. Put together a set of your 
favorite year, such as 1776, 1812, 
1860, 1877, 1933 (Oh, Bill Coe 
got that last one!) You might want 
to avoid a year that has an 
impossible coin to collect, such as 
the 1933 double eagle, the 1913 
nickel or the 1804 dollar, unless 
you happen to have one lying 
around. 
  5. Learn to identify varieties of 
coins in your area of interest. 

First, get the book that is 
considered the standard reference. 
If you are not sure which one it is, 
ask an RNA member that shares 
your interest. Once you learn how 
to use the book, collect all 
varieties for one coin and date.  
This is a good way to learn about 
the art of die sinking and the 
history of the coin. 
   6. Recruit one new member to 
the Rochester Numismatic 
Association. A shared experience 
is an enhanced one, especially with 
a friend. 
   7. Teach a youngster about the 
hobby. You may ignite the spark 
that will lead to a lifetime of 
enjoyment. 
   8. Write an article in the RNA 
News about your area of interest. 
You will get a medal for your 
effort, and usually you will learn 
something new while writing 
about the subject of your choice. 
Plus, you will make Scott a happy 
man. 
   9. Volunteer. Many hands make 
the work lighter for all of us. 
There are so many opportunities 
to participate in the RNA. Reach 
out and contribute. Remember, 
many hands make the work lighter 
for all of us. 
   10. Enjoy yourself.  However, 
watch that extra piece of 
temptation! 
   I offer these suggestions to give 
you food for thought as you 
contemplate your own personal 
resolutions for 2009. May you all 
have a happy and prosperous new 
year! 
  

 
John Stephens 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Numismatic new year’s resolutions 



THE MUHL FILES 

Were Kettle tokens some of the first pattern pieces? 
 

by Gerry Muhl 
  The U.S. Mint got off to a shaky beginning. Due to 
poor machinery, lack of skilled workers, scarcity of raw 
materials and precious metals, and even outbreaks of 
yellow fever, it was unable to make enough coins to 
have a real impact on the money supply. The first 
decades of the 1800s were its darkest days. Declaring the 
mint to be a failure, many in Congress wanted to abolish 
it. 
  In 1800, the Senate passed a resolution that called for 
abolishing the mint and placing a contract with a private 
producer to supply the nation’s coins. The bill did not 
pass the House of Representatives. 
  Elias Boudinot, the mint director at that time, had 
discussions with English coiner Matthew Boulton and 
the private bank of the 
United States to produce 
the nation’s legal tender. 
  On April 26, 1802, a bill 
to end the mint’s 
functions passed the 
House, but in a surprise 
move, this time the 
Senate disregarded it. 
Historians now speculate 
that a new player came 
into the picture looking 
for a lucrative minting 
contract with the 
fledgling U.S. 
government. 
  The new player was 
Henry Kettle and his 
sons, Thomas and 
William. In the 1780s, 
they opened a token 
producing firm in 
Birmingham, England. The firm’s major production was 
storecard advertising pieces, along with game counter 
tokens used predominantly in the game of whist. Their 
counters had similar designs to British gold guineas, half 
guineas and one-third guineas. It is also interesting to 
note that the Kettle firm produced tokens almost exactly 
identical in size and design to American gold quarter 
eagles and gold half eagles. These American gold types 
furthermore were gold plated to improve the illusion 
that they were real legal tender coin. It is possible that 
some of these pieces passed as genuine gold coins, as a 
few exist with cross-hatched chop marks, in order to 

designate them in a manner normally reserved for 
counterfeits. 
  Of the U.S. type gold tokens made by Kettle and 
Company, a few rarity-9 pieces exist with the date 1801 
or 1805. These pieces are unique. On the other hand, 
pieces dated 1803 are quite common, and were 
undoubtedly produced in large quantities. The question 
now to be asked is why the 1803 choice of date. 
  Between April 26, 1802 and March 3, 1803, Congress 
debated the fate of the U.S. Mint off and on. Then-
President Thomas Jefferson viewed the mint as a costly 
luxury perpetrated on the American people by the 
opposition Federalist political party. Mint Director 
Boudinot, in an attempt to salvage the beleaguered 
institution, kept the debate going. Were the Kettle half 

and quarter eagles an early 
attempt at creating pattern 
pieces for distribution to 
Congress in an attempt to get a 
minting contract: The date 
1803 seems to say they were. 
  Jefferson in 1803 had little 
affection for the U.S. Mint, but 
he had even less love for 
England. At that time, the 
British were interfering with 
U.S. foreign trade and were 
encouraging the North African 
pirates to keep U.S trade out of 
the Mediterranean Sea. 
  Although he earlier spoke out 
against keeping the mint, now 
in the face of using a British 
supplier for U.S. legal tender 
coin Jefferson was strangely 
silent. The debate over keeping 
the mint continued in the 

House of Representatives until the spring of 1803, when 
a bill passed renewing the mint’s operations for a period 
of five years. Extensions to this law were made through 
1828, when the mint was granted a permanent lease on 
life. 
  The Kettle tokens, struck more than 200 years ago, 
remain from this colorful period in U.S. history. I 
purchased the half eagle token pictured more than 20 
years ago from RNA Past President Len Babin. At that 
time he was operating a wonder-filled coin store near 
West Ridge and Stone roads.  
continued on page 6
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At top, Gerry Muhl’s half-eagle Kettle token; above, 
the quarter-eagle sized Kettle token found by 
Richard Imburgia in a junk box.   

  



COIN SHOW WRAP-UP 

36th RNA coin show again proves successful 
 

by Bill Coe 
Coin Show Committee Treasurer 
 

  The RNA held its 36th Annual Coin Show and Sale on 
November 1 and 2 at the Rochester Museum & Science 
Center – Eisenhart Auditorium.  
  The show was a sell-out. Not a space was left for an 
additional table. Only words of satisfaction were 
received from the dealers. 
  With guidance and support from Gerry Muhl and John 
Zabel, the numismatic exhibit and educational displays 
were well supported again this year. Thanks to all who 
participated. An exhibit of the entire 10-year proof and 
uncirculated issues of the state quarters program was 
judged the best 
by our in-house, 
official ANA-
qualified judge 
John Zabel. The 
highly desirable 
Alphonse Kolb 
Memorial Best-
of-Show award 
plaque will be 
presented to 
Doug Borden. 
Doug has been a 
member since 
October 2, 1956, 
is a past 
president of the 
RNA and a 
frequent 
exhibitor at our 
coin shows. 
Congratulations 
and thank you, Doug. Visitors to the stage saw some 
excellent exhibits not to be found elsewhere. 
  With advertising in Coin World, Numismatic News, the 
Numismatist, the Stamp Insider, and the Democrat and 
Chronicle, approximately 450 people came to see what 
they could find for their collections. 
  Several club members helped with the various activities 
needed to put on the show. You can read a specific list 
on page 6, and we thank every one of you. But the 
project again most praised by the dealers was the 
delicious, affordable lunches prepared by Tim and 
Darlene Corio, Richard Imburgia and Peter Blaisdell. 
We know that their efforts put a very good face on the 

RNA. Thanks to all who helped them make the 
deliveries. Another feature on which the dealers 
comment favorably is the fact that the RNA is the only 
group to help them carry their coins into the auditorium. 
Thanks to all who helped with this part of the setup. 
  Rick Kase, who is a member of both the RNA and the 
Rochester Philatelic Association, proposed, designed 
and executed a special show envelope cancellation cover 
in honor of the 36th Annual RNA Coin Show. Rick 
presented some of his special philatelic examples at the 
hospitality table during the show, and sold the special 
covers for two dollars. They may still be obtained by 
addressing Rick at the RNA box number on this 

newsletter. 
  Once again, we 
thank the former 
McLeod Stamp 
and Coin Co., 
Richard Nachbar 
Rare Coins and 
Douglas 
Musinger’s 
Brighton Tokens 
and Coins for 
providing the 
door prizes, and 
Wayne Scheible 
for underwriting 
the cost of the 
program 
booklets. 
  Even though 
several members 
participated in 
the show 

presentation, every member should consider the show an 
opportunity to visit more than 30 dealers all at one time, 
at one place, as both a convenience and as a benefit of club 
membership. Members can obtain the maximum efficiency 
of collecting when they can see the coins before 
purchase. They can also get more than one opinion on 
the value of coins they might have for sale 
  Thanks for another successful coin show. Be sure to 
mark your calendars now for the RNA 37th Annual Coin 
Show and Sale, to be held November 7 and 8, 2009. It is 
not too early to begin to plan an exhibit for that show. 
 
Show credits appear on page 6 of this month’s RNA News!
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Crowds fill the hall on the first morning of the show, as seen from the 

exhibit area on the stage. (Photos by Darlene Corio) 



Thank you to everyone who helped with the 2008 Coin Show! 
 

The 36th Annual RNA Coin Show and Sale could not 
have happened without the dedicated volunteering 
efforts of many coin club members. Here’s who made 
the show happen: 
DealersDealersDealersDealers: Randy Jones, Richard Leenhouts, Arthur D. 
Cohen, Joe Lanzafame, Tom Kwasnik, Andrew Harkness, 
Dan White, Tim Oldenburg, Grant Hobika, Joe Mantione, 
Doug Musinger 
Hospitality:Hospitality:Hospitality:Hospitality: Darlene Corio, Jason Childers, John Zabel, 
David Gottfried, Gerry Muhl, Tim Corio, Tom Kraus, Ralph 
Dintruff, Edie Coe, John Stephens, 
Alec Ollies, Tom Adams, Earl Gurell, 
Scott Fybush, Lisa Fybush, Sheryl 
Zabel, Chip Scoppa, George Irwin, 
John Cali, Rick Kase 
Table SetTable SetTable SetTable Set----Up Crew:Up Crew:Up Crew:Up Crew: Dave Phillips, 
Gerry Muhl, John Bixler, Doug 
Musinger, John Kellas, Bill Coe, Tim 
Corio, Darlene Corio 
Dealer CarryDealer CarryDealer CarryDealer Carry----In Crew:In Crew:In Crew:In Crew: Tim Corio, Tom 
Adams, John Stephens, John Bixler, 
Peter Blaisdell, Steve Eisinger, Chip 
Scoppa, Tom Kraus, Lysle Young, 
John Bailey, Keith Bock, Ken Traub, 
Jim Ford, John Lighthouse 
Dealer CarryDealer CarryDealer CarryDealer Carry----Out and Table KnockOut and Table KnockOut and Table KnockOut and Table Knock----Down Crew:Down Crew:Down Crew:Down Crew: Tim Corio, 
John Stephens, John Bixler, Tom Adams, Chip Scoppa, 
Steve Eisinger, Tim Looney, Scott Fybush, Jason Childers, 
John Cali, Lysle Young 
Exhibits:Exhibits:Exhibits:Exhibits: Gerry Muhl, Chip Scoppa, Sue Scoppa, Doug 
Borden, Peter Blaisdell, John Zabel, Ted Vaccarella 
Ads in Program:Ads in Program:Ads in Program:Ads in Program: Ursula Loose, Doug Musinger, John 
Cooper, Bill Coe, Joe Lanzafame, Wayne Scheible, Tom 
Kwasnik, Joe Mantione 
Program Ad Sales:Program Ad Sales:Program Ad Sales:Program Ad Sales: Ursula Loose 
Special Show Cachet and Cancel: Special Show Cachet and Cancel: Special Show Cachet and Cancel: Special Show Cachet and Cancel: Rick Kase, John Cali 
Program Setup and Printing:Program Setup and Printing:Program Setup and Printing:Program Setup and Printing: Wayne Scheible, Bill Coe 

Posters, Post Cards and Dealers List:Posters, Post Cards and Dealers List:Posters, Post Cards and Dealers List:Posters, Post Cards and Dealers List: John Cooper, Bill 
Coe 
Show CoShow CoShow CoShow Co----Chairpersons, Including Museum Liaison:Chairpersons, Including Museum Liaison:Chairpersons, Including Museum Liaison:Chairpersons, Including Museum Liaison: Ursula 
Loose, Bill Coe 
Table Sales:Table Sales:Table Sales:Table Sales: Ursula Loose, Bill Coe 
Post Card Addressing, Name Badges, Table Assignments Post Card Addressing, Name Badges, Table Assignments Post Card Addressing, Name Badges, Table Assignments Post Card Addressing, Name Badges, Table Assignments 
and Signs:and Signs:and Signs:and Signs: Tim Corio, Art Cohen, Bill Coe, John Bixler, 
Gerry Muhl, John Kellas 
Door Prize DonDoor Prize DonDoor Prize DonDoor Prize Donations:ations:ations:ations: Doug Musinger, Ursula Loose, 
Richard Nachbar 

Master of Ceremonies and Drawing Master of Ceremonies and Drawing Master of Ceremonies and Drawing Master of Ceremonies and Drawing 
Ticket Sales:Ticket Sales:Ticket Sales:Ticket Sales: Darlene Corio 
Drawing Ticket Coordinator and Drawing Ticket Coordinator and Drawing Ticket Coordinator and Drawing Ticket Coordinator and 
Sales:Sales:Sales:Sales: Darlene Corio plus Hospitality 
Crew 
Coffee Supplies, Donuts, Bagels and Coffee Supplies, Donuts, Bagels and Coffee Supplies, Donuts, Bagels and Coffee Supplies, Donuts, Bagels and 
CleanupCleanupCleanupCleanup: Doug Musinger, Bill Coe, 
Edie Coe, Richard Imburgia    
Dealer Lunches Dealer Lunches Dealer Lunches Dealer Lunches –––– Purchase and  Purchase and  Purchase and  Purchase and 
Presentation:Presentation:Presentation:Presentation: Richard Imburgia, Tim 
Corio, Peter Blaisdell, Darlene Corio, 
Edie Coe, Ted Vaccarella, John Cali 
Arrangement for Advertising in Arrangement for Advertising in Arrangement for Advertising in Arrangement for Advertising in 
Papers, Radio, TV, etc.:Papers, Radio, TV, etc.:Papers, Radio, TV, etc.:Papers, Radio, TV, etc.: John Cooper, 

Gerry Muhl 
SpeciaSpeciaSpeciaSpecial Ship Room Security:l Ship Room Security:l Ship Room Security:l Ship Room Security: Keith Bock 
Videos and Educational Forum: Videos and Educational Forum: Videos and Educational Forum: Videos and Educational Forum: Ursula Loose, John Zabel, 
Bill Coe 
Show Banners Development and Placement:Show Banners Development and Placement:Show Banners Development and Placement:Show Banners Development and Placement: Gerry Muhl 
Exhibits Coordinator, Cases and Kolb Best of Show Award Exhibits Coordinator, Cases and Kolb Best of Show Award Exhibits Coordinator, Cases and Kolb Best of Show Award Exhibits Coordinator, Cases and Kolb Best of Show Award 
Plaque:Plaque:Plaque:Plaque: Gerry Muhl, John Zabel, John Bixler, Mike Luck, 
Peter Blaisdell 
Waste Baskets and Paper Bags:Waste Baskets and Paper Bags:Waste Baskets and Paper Bags:Waste Baskets and Paper Bags: Dave Phillips, Doug 
Musinger, Mike Luck 
Spark Plug (Program Advertising):Spark Plug (Program Advertising):Spark Plug (Program Advertising):Spark Plug (Program Advertising): Ursula Loose 
Treasurer and Correspondent (Including Prize Treasurer and Correspondent (Including Prize Treasurer and Correspondent (Including Prize Treasurer and Correspondent (Including Prize 
Disbursement):Disbursement):Disbursement):Disbursement): Bill Coe            

  

Kettle tokens show U.S. Mint’s rough beginning in 1800s 
 

continued from page 4 
He said it was Henry Kettle’s attempt to get a job from 
the U.S. Mint. 
  The very worn 19½ mm quarter eagle token piece was 
found recently in a coin dealer’s “junque box” by RNA 
member Richard Imburgia. It is interesting to note that 
in L.B. Fauver’s book Exonumia Symbolism (borrowed 
from the ANA library) that values stated for these pieces 

in fine condition range from $15 to $50, depending on 
which of the 22 varieties they represent. 
  The Kettle firm continued supplying tokens to the U.S. 
through at least the 1850s. One 1823 token of interest 
they produced was for the New York state Grand Canal 
– the 81-mile canal connecting the Hudson River to 
Lake Champlain. But that’s another story. 
  The fun of our hobby is finding the stories, or should I 
say history, told by these small pieces of metal. 
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Thalia Irwin welcomes Coin Show guests. 



Club News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and Notes    
 Check those calendars! Please note that the meetings in 
January will be held on January 8th and 22nd instead of 
instead of January 8th and 15th, due to New Year’s Day being 
the first Thursday of the year. Come join us! 
 

•   •   • 
The RNA News is sorry to report the death of Philip Kates, 
RNA Member Number 37. Kates, of Brighton, passed away 
on November 24. He is predeceased by his wife, Marion; 
son, Robert; and his grandson, Andrew. He is survived by 
sons David (Mary Jane) and Alan Kates, and nieces and 
nephews.  
 

•   •   • 
 Our condolences go to John and Sheryl Zabel on the 
death of John’s father, Robert P. Zabel, on November 16, 
2008. Other survivors include Robert Zabel’s wife of 65 
years, Doris Lee Zabel; daughters, Carol Lee (Ralph) White 
of Florida, and Suzie (Frank) Markos of Massachusetts; four 
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, and many cousins. 
Mr. Zabel, like his son, was also a Mason. 
 

•   •   • 
  Our well wishes go to Arthur D. Cohen, who is scheduled 
to undergo surgery later this month. 
 

•   •   • 
  Speaking of Art, a typographical garble in our July-August 
2008 issue made several of the values in his listing of RNA 
presidential medals incomplete. 
  Here are the correct listings for the 1942 and 1943 medals: 
 

30. 1942 Floyd B. Newell 
 Fiber Composition  $25-30 
 Bronze    $35-40 
31. 1943 Edward F. Meinhart 
 Fiber Composition  $30-35 
 Bronze    $40-45 
 

  (And for the benefit of newer RNA members, we note that 
the “fiber composition” medals were the gold-colored 
lightweight ones actually issued during the wartime years, 
when bronze was in short supply; the bronze specimens 
were restrikes made after the war had ended.) 
  The RNA News regrets the initial garbled version, and 
notes that a corrected full version is now available on our 
website, www.the-rna.com. 
 

•   •   • 
  Many RNA members got to know Heather, the beloved 
(and very large) Bernese mountain dog who went almost 
everywhere with Tom, Maureen and Ted Kraus, including 
club picnics, the coin shop and even the occasional meeting. 
Her silhouette even appeared as a tiny bit of punctuation on 
the obverse of Tom’s presidential medal. 
  Sadly, Heather fell ill over the winter, and had to be put to 
sleep – but there’s new canine excitement in the Kraus 
household, where two new golden retriever puppies are now 
keeping them all busy – and will no doubt be appearing 
soon at club events! 
 

 

Applications Corner 
 

The following people have applied for membership in the RNA since the last issue of the RNA News. RNA members with pertinent information 
about applicants are requested to contact the Membership Committee, in care of Bill Coe. If no objections are received within 45 days after 
publication, these applicants will become members of the RNA: 
 

Roberta O. Childers, Penfield, NY  
Edwin J. Paszkiewicz, Fairport, NY 
Gerald H. Gamm, Rochester, NY 

John P. Vicaretti, Rochester, NY  
Robert W. Adams, Brockport, NY 
Eshan D. Mitra, Rochester, NY 

Thomas R. Shanahan, Fairport, NY (as a 
family membership with Judith A. 
Shanahan)

 

The following people will be accepted as members in the RNA by the end of 2008: 
 

Elizabeth T. Mantione (as a family 
membership with Joe Mantione) 

James F. Schmitt 
Michael J. Yurgosky 

Willis A. Heise Sr. 
Alfred Bergeron
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ESTATE LIQUIDATIONS – CONSULTATION
585-342-8206 – 2064 East Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14622

MICHAEL OMELUCH, Professional Numismatist

 



The Calendar January-February 

 

• Thursday, January 8 (note 2nd Thursday) – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Gerry Muhl will talk about “Coins on Stamps.” 

• Thursday, January 22 (note 4th Thursday) – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Tim Looney will discuss “The Rochester Subway.” 

• Friday, January 16 – 7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association 

• Thursday, February 5 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Zane Dick will talk about “Hyperinflation.” 

• Thursday, February 19 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting George Irwin will discuss the “Numismatic Zoo.” 

• Friday, February 20 –7:30 PM – Rochester Junior Numismatic Association 

• Friday, May 15-Sunday, May 17 – ROPEX 2009: Rochester’s National Stamp Show, ESL Sports Centre For more 
information, visit rpastamps.org/ropex.html 

• Additional 2009 meetings: March 5, March 19, April 2, April 16 
 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 
Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 

 

Dates in RNA History 
 

Compiled by Gerry Muhl 
January 2, 1940: Honorary RNA member Congressman Ashbrook dies. 
January 6, 1940: RNA banquet at Hotel Seneca costs $1.25. Festivities started at 3 p.m., with dinner at 6:30 p.m. followed by slides 
and an auction. It ended at 11 p.m. 
January 16, 1940: Mr. Peake sells Scottish coins to the RNA. 
January 4, 1946: ANA President Lewis Reagan speaks at the RNA banquet. 
January 15, 1946: RNA votes to add current-year U.S. coins to its collection each year. 
January 4, 1947: The 35th Anniversary RNA medal is struck. 
January 21, 1947: Forty-eight youth from ages 12 to 17 organize the RJNA. Ed Meinhart is chairman; Charles Ricard is program 
chairman. 
January 3, 1948: RJNA has more than 50 members. C.E. Moore is made an RNA Life Member. 
January 25, 1949: Mr. Place is made an honorary member of the RNA. 
January 7, 1950: Ed Gilroy speaks on the danger of communism at the RNA banquet. 
January 2, 1954: Charles Cop gives a half-hour magic show at the RNA banquet. 
January 1, 1955: Arthur Parker, RNA President in 1928, dies. 
January 7, 1956: Annual banquet has piano and violin program. Norman Prince leads singing. A. Kolb presents a two-scene play. 
Attendance numbers 116. Brandy and cigars follow. 
February 4, 1940: George Bauer holds first sale of RNA member George Gillette’s 20,000-item coin collection. 
February 4, 1941: Gustave Lindboe made “fellow of the Rochester Museum” in numismatics. 
February 18, 1941: Caledonia and Buffalo coin clubs meet with the RNA in Batavia. 
February 17, 1942: RNA secretary orders seven proof sets from mint for members at $13.30 each. RNA orders 10 copies of R.S. 
Yeoman’s first-edition Whitman Handbook of U.S. Coins. Charles Ricard applies for junior membership in RNA. 
February 4, 1947: RNA purchases complete set of American Journal of Numismatics for $175. It is noted that Booker T. Washington 
half-dollars are sitting in a local bank. Iowa commemoratives are still available. John Pittman appointed to Federal Assay 
Commission. 
February 7, 1949: Alphonse Kolb asks to destroy past RNA dies so restrikes will not be made. Club votes down motion. 
February 6, 1950: RJNA works on a radio show script. They design new logo. Anyone leaving for military allowed to keep RNA 
membership. Charles Ricard leaves for military service. 
February 2 1954: George Bauer leaves for Rome to buy coins. John J. Pittman heads for King Farouk coin sale in Egypt.  
February 1, 1955: RNA donates $25 to museum to buy land where planetarium now sits. 


