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“Y UR ETHICS ARE

UTSTANDING AND I AM

PR UD T SAY THAT I

DEALT WITH Y U, NE

F THE TRULY H NEST

AND FAIR PE PLE IN THE

BUSINESS C MMUNITY.”

Dear Richard:

W.H.B., California

Thank you for the fantastic, conscientious and
professional job that you did on liquidating the

trust assets on behalf of my client.

I was skeptical of liquidating the coins and
bullion and it was only after great trepidation
that I chose your firm. I could have utilized the

efforts of local coin shops and dealers, the
same ones from whom many of the coins and

collectibles were purchased by my client.
However, I felt after meeting you just one time

at the Baltimore ANA last summer that you
were trustworthy, honest and dependable.

My instincts proved correct.

The 7 figure total that I obtained was
outstanding. In a tough market, you were there

and fought to get the highest prices possible
and your efforts certainly paid off on the

bottom line. The cherry on the sundae was
when I received a package today from you

including two valuable rings, one with a 4.5
carat diamond center stone and the other a

platinum sapphire ring worth well into 5
figures, which were inadvertently included in

the cartons of coins that you were given. If you
had not returned those rings, I would never

have known what had happened to them. You
are a true renaissance man.

I cannot overemphasize my pleasure in having
you handle the liquidation of this collection

built over five decades. You are one of a rare
breed of honest, dependable, conscientious

and right thinking coin dealers. I would gladly
recommend you to anyone interested in buying

or selling coins. Your ethics are outstanding
and I am proud to say that I dealt with you,

one of the truly honest and fair people in the
business community. If there were more people

with your ethics, this country would not be in
the financial mess that it is now in.

Sincerely,
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  The Latin phrase “time flies” 
holds as true today as it did during 
the Roman times. There are only 
two more months left in the RNA 
fiscal year, and so much to do. 
  Last month several RNA 
members met to plan the 2012 
celebration, the centennial 
anniversary of the RNA. There 
were a lot of good ideas and 
suggestions, and we established six 
committees to facilitate the 
preparation of the yearlong 
celebration. This will be a big 
project, and we encourage every 
member to participate. See 2012 
Chairman David Gottfried and tell 
him you are interested. Also, 
donations to the 2012 RNA fund 
would be greatly appreciated. Keep 
in mind, the more money we raise, 
the more we can celebrate. To 
donate, see the RNA treasurer, as 
he will watch over any money 
donated for 2012.  
  Steve Eisinger is busy making 
plans for the annual RNA banquet 
on May 29 at the Green Lantern 
Inn. For those who have never 
attended a banquet, the purpose is 
to honor the immediate past 
president (Ted Vaccarella) and 
unveil the latest presidential medal. 
Every member gets a medal, and 
many also get a door prize. This is 
one of the highlights of the year. 
  There are several proposals to 
consider for the annual business 
meeting in June. 
  First, there is a proposal to 
streamline the membership process 
and assimilate newer members 
more quickly. There will be no 
more waiting period such as the 
three-meeting rule, nor the 
announcement of membership 
applications in the newsletter. The 
disadvantage of this proposal is the 
unquestioned acceptance of 

everyone as a member, including 
those with less-than-honest 
intentions. It will become the 
responsibility and duty of all 
members to report any unethical or 
unbecoming conduct to the RNA 
officers. This does not mean there 
has to be a witch hunt, but all it 
takes for evil to triumph is for good 
people to do nothing. 
  Second, there is a proposal to 
increase the dues to $25 per year.  
The RNA membership dues have 
been a bargain for so long, but the 
time has come to raise them. The 
annual dues for the Early American 
Coppers Society (EACS), the John 
Reich Collectors Society (JRCS) and 
the Token and Medals Society 
(TAMS) are all currently $25. The 
annual dues for the International 
Society of Antique Scale Collectors 
(ISASC) are $65. The annual dues 
for the American Numismatic 
Association are $28, or $46 to 
receive The Numismatist magazine.  
Personally, I get more out of the 
RNA than all the other society 
clubs I belong to. The RNA is the 
only club routinely to give each 
member a medal every year. The 
current RNA dues are a steal, and at 
$25, the proposed dues are still a 
bargain. 
  Third is the election of the RNA 
officers and board members. The 
nomination committee, headed by 
Ted Vaccarella, put together an 
impressive slate of nominees, and I 
wholeheartedly recommend their 
acceptance by the membership.  
With the election, I will pass the 
presidential baton to Steve Eisinger 
and take my place in the long line 
of people who have served as 
president of the RNA. It has been a 
pleasure working with all of you, 
and time really did fly by. 
  

John Stephens 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Tempus fugit 



2012 is only three years away… are you ready? 
 

by George Irwin 
  While we’re still in the first half of 2009, the 100th 
anniversary of the RNA is fast approaching, and it will be 
here sooner than you think. 
  The 2012 Committee held an organizational meeting on 
March 21 and discussed the planning structure for the entire 
celebration year. That’s right – the year, as there’s a general 
consensus that the club can have special events during all of 
2011 and 2012. What kind of events? That’s up to us –it’s 
our party! 
  There have not been any decisions 
yet, but there were a number of ideas 
circulated at the meeting: 
  •A club dinner on or near the precise 
anniversary of the first RNA meeting, 
which took place on January 4, 1912.  
We checked: The regular meetings for 
January 2012 take place on January 5 
and January 19. 
  •An expanded RNA show in 
November 2011, including guest 
speakers from organizations such as the ANA and ANS, and 
a dinner on the Saturday night of the show. Speakers could 
range from the introductory to the scholarly and could be 
scheduled either during or after show hours. Other area 
clubs and national organizations could participate in an 
expanded exhibit area. A joint show with the Rochester 
Philatelic Association is another possibility.   
  •Medals and other memorabilia –this is the RNA! 
The development of a historical publication, perhaps tied to 
an expanded Web site with more information than could 
reasonably be published in book form. 
  •Telling our story in Coin World, Numismatic News and other 
publications. 

  •A “major event” developed jointly with other Rochester-
area organizations, such as the Landmark Society, to bring a 
national figure to town in conjunction with our anniversary. 
  One of the key enablers of any activity will be fundraising. 
There will be a special “2012 Fund” subledger set up under 
the treasurer to help keep track of money raised to 
underwrite our celebrations. The club could solicit more 
advertising for the newsletter, make space available on the 
Web site, look for corporate sponsorship, sell special medals 
and memorabilia, and of course, hold our own benefits – 

how does a cookie auction sound, besides 
tasty? 
  A goal of the 2012 committee is to give 
everyone in the RNA a chance to 
participate in what will be a true “once in a 
lifetime” celebration. To that end, there 
have been several subcommittees 
designated: publicity, Web site and 
publications; fundraising and advertising; 
medals and memorabilia; coin shows; and 
Venues. Of those, the “Venues” work is 

actually the most time-sensitive. If we decide we need a 
larger facility for any 2012 event, we need to hurry, as many 
in the area are already being booked for that year. 
  The RNA members present at the March 21 meeting have 
already volunteered for these committees. More members 
signed up at the April 2 RNA meeting. There will continue 
to be signup sheets at RNA meetings and events.   
  David Gottfried chairs the 2012 committee, and Charles 
Ricard (RNA Member #1) is the honorary chairman. 
  RNA President John Stephens noted that there is no 
shortage of great ideas for our 100th birthday party.  With the 
right amount of planning and effort, there can be something 
for everyone during our anniversary year. 
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Eat, drink, be merry, honor Ted on May 29th       

  April showers (actually, snow; it’s Rochester) bring May flowers, and May flowers bring the annual RNA Spring Banquet, 
set for Friday, May 29 at the Green Lantern Inn at 1 East Church Street in Fairport. This year’s banquet honors immediate 
past president Ted Vaccarella.  
  The banquet starts at 6:30 p.m. with a cocktail hour featuring a cash bar, with dinner at 7:30 p.m. 
  Members at a recent meeting approved a menu that includes prime rib rubbed with fresh herbs and garlic,  
chicken piccata, New England clam chowder, artichokes French, fresh asparagus, roasted potatoes with chives, penne with 
alfredo sauce and strawberry shortcake. 
  Advance tickets are $35 for adult members and guests and $17.50 for children ages 10 and under. Children 5 and under 
are free. Tickets at the door are $40 for adults and $20 for children. Treasurer George Irwin will accept cash or check 
payments at the next two RNA meetings, or by mail to the club, PO Box 10056, Rochester 14610-0056. To ensure the 
advance price, payments must be received by May 26. Tickets purchased by mail will be available for pickup at the Green 
Lantern Inn the night of the banquet. 
  The RNA is looking for door prize donations. They can be either numismatic or non-numismatic. In addition to the door 
prizes, there will be a 50/50 drawing at the banquet. 



ROPEX 2009 comes to ESL Sports Centre 

  The Rochester Philatelic Association will present the 
ROPEX 2009 Rochester National Stamp Exhibition from 
Friday, May 15 to Sunday, May 17 at the ESL Sports Centre, 
2700 Brighton-Henrietta Townline Road. 
  Show hours are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday. Admission and 
parking are free. 
  The show will feature more than 25 dealers, plus three 
cachetmakers.  
  The Empire State Postal History Society will give a 
presentation about Buffalo postal history on Saturday. 
  Sunday will feature drawings for two raffles, one with 
various prizes, including gift cards for Wegmans, Jay’s Diner, 

Blackfriars Theater and Delmonico’s Italian Steakhouse. The 
other raffle has a single prize, a stamp quilt created by Diane 
Bombard.  
  Tickets for both raffles are $1 each, and ticket holders do 
not need to be present to win. 
  The show will include 37 exhibits, which will be judged for 
awards, including one in memory of Andy Hale. Exhibits 
range from regional philatelic history to stamps from other 
countries. 
  For more information and a specific show schedule, please 
visit rpastamps.org/ropex.html. 

 
    

Annual Meeting to consiAnnual Meeting to consiAnnual Meeting to consiAnnual Meeting to consider changes in membership rules, duesder changes in membership rules, duesder changes in membership rules, duesder changes in membership rules, dues    
    

  At the April 2 RNA board meeting, the board approved two resolutions to put before the annual meeting June 4. The first 
resolution would increase membership dues to $25, effective in the 2009-2010 membership year. The second resolution would 
alter the bylaws as follows: 
  Current Text, Article II, Section 1: Any person over the age of 18 years, whose membership has been recommended by the 
Membership Committee as provided in Article VI Section 2, may become a member. 
  Proposed Text: Any person over the age of 18 years, whose membership application and fee have been received by the Membership 
Committee as provided in Article VI Section 2, may become a member. 
  Current Text, Article VI, Section 2: The Membership Committee shall consist of three members. The committee shall review each 
application. The committee will publish the name of the applicant in the RNA newsletter and request that any member who has pertinent 
information about an applicant contact the Membership Committee for private discussion. Members shall have 45 days from the date of 
publication to come forward with any pertinent information. If no objection to the applicant is made to the Membership Committee, the 
applicant will become a member 60 days after publishing of his name in the RNA newsletter. If any objection to the applicant is made to 
the Membership Committee, the committee will report to the Board of Directors that an objection has been made and, concurrently, will 
ask the applicant to respond to the objection. 
  The Membership Committee is charged with investigating any objections and will meet within 60 days of the original filing of the 
complaint. The Membership Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, shall then recommend approval or denial of the application to the 
Board of Directors who will make a final disposition of the application within 120 days of the filing of the original complaint at a meeting 
of the Board of Directors; acceptance of the contested application will require ¾ vote of Board Members in attendance. 
  The applicant shall be informed of his acceptance or rejection, in writing, by an Officer. Upon acceptance, he will receive his membership 
card/number as soon as possible.  
  Proposed Text: The Membership Committee shall consist of three members. Upon receipt of a membership application and fee at any 
regular meeting, the Committee shall introduce the applicant and provide him with an RNA information packet. The Committee shall 
determine the next member number, complete a membership card, and present the card accordingly. Membership cards shall be mailed to 
those who submit their membership application by mail. 
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THE MUHL FILES  
On the Empire State Numismatic Association 
 Did you know … 

• The Empire State Numismatic Association had two officers who were RNA members. 

• ESNA was founded in 1950 with RNA members George Bauer and Charlie Foster as vice president and secretary, 
respectively. 

• ESNA presidents included RNA members John Pittman, 1956-59, Ed Quagliana, 1969-70, Robert Quagliana, 
1981-83, and John Nicastro, 1986-88. 

• ESNA held four major shows in downtown Rochester, in 1957, 1960, 1965 and 1970. Each show had a major out-
of-town auction. 

• All ESNA medals and badges were made and executed in Rochester by RNA life member Alphonse Kolb. 

• The RNA has been a member of ESNA for 59 years! 



A Guide to Collecting Foreign Coins, Part II 
 

  by William D. Coe  
The Search 

  There are at least two methods of attacking the objective 
of actually putting the coins you want into your collection. 
You can “be where the coins are,” for example, attending a 
coin show, and look through them until you find a coin 
that “catches your eye.” Or you can do some research and 
know some of these statistics beforehand: (1) What the 
coin you want looks like, (2) its history, (3) its mintage, and 
(4) its probable cost 
range. Using the latter 
method will probably get 
you the exact coins you 
want at a lower price 
without duplication and 
with more satisfaction. 

The Coins 
  Once you know which 
coins you want, it remains 
then to find them and the 
search begins. Perhaps 
the most important 
keyword at this point is 
“Patience.” Of course, 
over the years your coins 
will come from many 
sources. But here are a 
few for you to check out. 
Scan the dealer 
advertisements in the 
numismatic periodicals 
and search the classified 
ads. Attend as many coin 
shows as your time permits. Join a coin club and get to 
know other numismatists; they may steer you to some 
unusual source or at least share their experiences with you.  
  If you do any traveling to other countries, you surely will 
find an opportunity to acquire an interesting piece or 
keepsake; it may even send you off on another collecting 
tangent. Or perhaps if close personal acquaintances know 
of your hobby, they may volunteer to contribute some 
“foreign” coins to your collection, or at least “pick 
something up for you” in their travels if you request it. 

Records and Identification 
  A very helpful instrument in your set of collecting tools is 
a record book. Many types are available, already printed, 
for all U.S. coins. No matter what your chosen category of 
foreign coins, it is very likely that you will need to prepare 
your own record-keeping book. Some computer programs 
are now available to help with this. Once you have decided 
what coins you want, this is most easily done before you 
buy your coins. It can be used as a “want-list.” Other 
information, such as denomination, Catalog Number, 
metal content, and probable cost range, can be included. 
As the coins are obtained, they can be checked off and the 

grade and actual price recorded. Also, it is wise to record 
somewhere the name of the person from whom you 
bought the coin and the date of purchase. 
  A good habit that applies to all coin collecting is that of 
being able to identify your coins. In some manner you can 
label your coins with your name or other identifying code. 
Such things as color-coded 2x2 mounts or special 
arrangements and/or types of staples or fasteners have 
been used.  

Storage and Display 
  Of course, by now, 
you know that coins 
must be protected from 
the “elements,” 
wayward fingers, 
scratching collisions 
and bruising falls. 
Several hard and soft 
plastic holders have 
been designed and are 
usually available at 
most numismatic 
supply stores. Perhaps 
the most common type 
is the 2x2 cardboard 
holder, with cutouts for 
the various size 
denominations. These 
are protective measures 
for your coins, 
considering that all who 
come in contact wish 
you well. 

  Another aspect requires that you give thought to 
protecting your collection from others who may covet it. 
Such action may include the renting of a safe deposit box 
at a bank or the purchase of a reliable home safe. Hiding 
them “in an old sock” may fool an intruder, but it is no 
good against fire. Insurance protection is available from 
the American Numismatic Association (for members) and 
other insurers. It is expensive, but may fill your needs. 
Only you will be able to decide which you feel the need for 
the most: maximum security or having your coins where 
you can instantly “put your hands on them.” 
  As your interest develops, you may wish to display your 
coins or enter them in the various contests held at many 
coin shows. Only your own imagination and ingenuity will 
limit you in the style and manner in which you can exhibit 
your own collection. I wish you happy hunting. 

Conclusion 
  I chose to collect world coins minted in the years that my 
children were born, 1964 and 1969, in addition to my 1933 
series. It has been a most interesting and educational 
pursuit. 

 

6 RNA News 

GROUP Examples 

Country Great Britain, Italy, Greece, Russia, Spain, Egypt, Israel, etc. 

Denomination The same or similar denominations from several countries, or a 
year series of a given denomination from one country. 

Size Tiny coins, odd-shaped and curious money to super-crown size. 

Metal Content Brass, bronze, copper, nickel, silver, gold or mixture, Or maybe 
ivory, porcelain, glass, clay, or carved nutshells. 

Year All coins dated same certain year, such as a birth year, an 
anniversary or “the year of the flood,” etc. 

Subject  
Animals  
 
Ships 
 
Plant Life 
 
 
Kings & Queens 
Beards & Hair 
Styles 
 
Commemoratives 

 
Ireland’s set of different animals on each denomination. 
 
Canada’s 1949 Commemorative Dollar. 
 
Bahamas 1966 five cents with pineapple or The Gambia’s 1966 
six pence with peanuts. 
 
These can be found for many countries and periods. 
 
 
 
Specialization can open many areas of interest here. 

Proof Sets Many countries issue special sets of their “coin-of-the-realm.” 
Others are providing special coins of what are still considered 
controversial issues, but nevertheless are very beautiful “coins.” 

Table 3: Collecting by Groups (continued from March-April 2009 issue) 



Club News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and Notes    
  The RNA News is sorry to report the death of Henry 
R. Dutcher, Jr., RNA Member Number 2. Mr. 
Dutcher passed away in Port Charlotte, Florida at the 
age of 85 on April 16. 
  He is survived by his wife, Luciana; his children 
Deidre (Dan) Howard, James and Daniel Dutcher; his 
grandchildren Thomas Coleman, Kevin (Elsbeth) 
Coleman, Lindsay and Kate Dutcher; his mother-in-
law, Mira P. Lasmono; and his sister-in-law, Heidi 
Kuehn.  
  Mr. Dutcher was the Rochester city manager in 1962. 
He was a past president of Park Ridge Hospital, and 
the past president and one of the founders of the 
Seneca Park Zoo Society. In his lifetime, he also served 
as presidents of the Landmark Society and the Humane 
Society and the Legal Aid Society. He was the RNA’s 
54th president. 

•   •   • 
  The RNA Web site now features written works by 
some RNA members, to accompany their presentations 
at meetings. The articles can be downloaded for free 
from the “RNA Authors” page at the-rna.com. 
  Chip Scoppa’s “Listing Of RNA Medals” provides a 
comprehensive listing and numbering system of medals 
produced by the club. Jason Childers’ “Medals of the 
Rochester Numismatic Association 1912-2006” 
provides photos of each medal, mintage statistics and 

some commentary. Tim Corio’s “Essays On The 
Medals Of The Rochester Numismatic Association” 
recounts some of the stories relayed to members over 
the years.  
  All three authors seek help with their works. Their 
email addresses are published on the authors’ page on 
the RNA Web site. This is an opportunity to share your 
experiences and knowledge with the world. 

•   •   • 
  The RNA’s Nominating Committee presented a slate 
of officers and board members to be voted on at the 
annual meeting, June 4. 
  The slate is Steve Eisinger, president; Peter 
Blaisdell, vice president; George Fekete, secretary; 
Chip Scoppa, treasurer; John Zabel, curator; John 
Bailey, librarian. John Lighthouse and Sharon Miller 
were nominated for the two board of director seats for 
the 2009-2012 term. 

•   •   • 
   Noted in the May issue of Smithsonian magazine –  
“70 years ago: the USDA rolls out the United States’ 
first food stamp program May 16, 1939 in Rochester, 
New York.” 
  Anybody (Gerry? Donovan?) know more about why 
Rochester was picked for the first food stamps? Are 
there any distinctly Rochester collectibles that resulted 
from our city’s pioneering role in the program?

 

Applications Corner 
 

The following people have applied for membership in the RNA since the last issue of the RNA News. RNA members with pertinent information 
about applicants are requested to contact the Membership Committee, in care of Bill Coe. If no objections are received within 45 days after 
publication, these applicants will become members of the RNA: 
 

Michael J. Taylor, Attica, NY 
Brian P. Watkins, Rochester, NY 
Gilbert D.L. Comito, Avon, NY   

The following people have been accepted as members in the RNA as of May 1: 
 

Mitchel Markus 
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RIDGE COIN & STAMP

LIFE MEMBER ANA – RNA – FUN
ridgecns@aol.com

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIP SPECIALIZING IN
RARE COINS – BANK APPRAISALS – GOLD/SILVER

ESTATE LIQUIDATIONS – CONSULTATION
585-342-8206 – 2064 East Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14622

MICHAEL OMELUCH, Professional Numismatist

 



The Calendar May-June 

 

• Thursday, May 7 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Scott Fybush will recount “30 Years of Coin Collecting.” 

• Friday, May 15 – 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting Who’s up for a round of “Stump the Advisor?” 

• Friday, May 15-Sunday, May 17 – ROPEX 2009: Rochester’s National Stamp Show, ESL Sports Centre For more 
information, visit rpastamps.org/ropex.html, or see page 5. 

• Thursday, May 21 – 7:30 PM – RNA Meeting The RJNA will present their speeches for the Meinhart awards. Note the 
earlier start time for this special meeting.  

• Sunday, May 24 – Rochester Area Coin Expo, Doubletree Hotel, Henrietta For more information, call (585) 329-3598. 

• Friday, May 29 – 6:30 PM – RNA Annual Banquet, Green Lantern Inn, Fairport  Honoring past president Ted Vaccarella. 
Buy your tickets today – details on page 5!  

• Thursday, June 4 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting John Zabel will speak – and it’s our annual meeting. There will be a board 
meeting at 7 PM, preceding the regular meeting. All are welcome to attend! 

• Thursday, June 18 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Come to the annual year-end auction! 
• Sunday, August 2 – RNA Picnic Save the date! (Full details in the July-August RNA News) 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


