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  If you have come to meetings the last 
few years, you must know me a little. I 
have been a regular attendee, and as 
secretary and vice president, I have 
taken an active role in the club’s 
activities. But I still count myself as a 
newcomer, and I am a little shaky on 
names of some of the quieter old-timers 
and some newcomers as. I intend to 
make an effort to learn names over the 
next year. Please help me. 
  I am a practicing physician. I worked 
for the University of Rochester for 30 
years teaching Ob/Gyn to family 
medicine and Ob/Gyn residents. For 
the last two years I have had the same 
duties as a half-time employee of 
Highland Hospital. I also have a half-
time private practice. I have done many 
things in my profession: teaching; 
surgery; research; foreign medical 
missions; but the “signature” activity of 
Ob/Gyn is delivering babies. I 
sometimes find myself climbing out of 
my warm bed in the wee hours, and 
driving to the hospital to do a cesarean 
section. It’s fun but stressful, and 
functioning the next day is tough. 
  A few of my other activities and 
hobbies are my family (wife, two grown 
kids, one precious grandchild, and 
various extended), hiking and mountain 
climbing, running, golf, travel, driving 
my fast little car at Watkins Glen 
Raceway, writing novels and plays, fine 
Rochester music, and politics. I am a 
Democrat, and I count Congressman 
Eric Massa as a personal friend. 
  I began collecting coins as a kid, and 
my fond memories are sitting on a 
bench outside a bank with my old 
childhood buddy going through rolls of 
coins. You could pull great silver coins 
right out of circulation, and I loved the 
Mercury dimes. 
  Unfortunately, I sold my collection for 
beer money in college. I went 35 years 
without actively participating in 
numismatics, but I kept thinking about 
it. I have the collecting urge. Finally I 
started again, and quickly became 
passionate – some might say addicted. 
  I am a generalist collector. I have 
American coins in albums, and I am 
working my way back in time. My best 
series at present are Morgan dollars, 

Mercury dimes and Indian head pennies, 
but many other denominations and 
series are not far behind. My collections 
are mostly “post-adolescent” in their 
development, by which I mean that they 
are good but by no means complete. 
Adding to them has become difficult or 
expensive now as I lack mainly rare key 
coins. As part of my compulsion, I keep 
a second and even a third collection of 
many series. It is quite a ritual now when 
I acquire a primary collection upgrade, 
moving coins down the ladder in the 
three collections. 
  I collect foreign coins as well, and 
again I go for breadth instead of depth. 
I want coins from every country of the 
19th and 20th centuries, and I am 
currently up in the range of 325 
countries. I especially favor countries I 
have visited – about 45 now – and 
countries that no longer exist. For each 
country’s collection I designate coins in 
these categories with colored stars or 
dots: oldest; newest; most valuable; 
biggest; smallest; most beautiful; 
weirdest; and silver . Maybe some day 
I’ll do gold. My addiction has recently 
spread to stamps. I display my foreign 
stamps in the same albums as the coins. 
Flatter me by asking to see my 
collection! 
  In a future column I will write about 
our club. Let me say now that I accept 
the position of president with honor, 
pleasure, humility, energy, a sense of 
history and tradition, and just a minor 
degree of both humor and fear. I 
promise to do the best job I can. If I can 
identify a focus for my one-year term, it 
would be nurturance of new members. I 
hope to meet and talk to every new 
member when he or she applies for 
membership or becomes a member. I 
remember how impressed I was when 
Edie Coe took several minutes to talk 
with me when I joined. 
  Please feel free to communicate.  
Praise is always welcome, as is a little 
friendly correction if I screw up. Let’s 
have a lot of fun with coins and our 
comradeship around them. See you at 
the meetings, and don’t forget the picnic 
on August 2nd. 
  

Steve Eisinger 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Salutations from our new president 



In Memoriam: Thomas J. KrausIn Memoriam: Thomas J. KrausIn Memoriam: Thomas J. KrausIn Memoriam: Thomas J. Kraus    
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by Lisa Fybush 
  

  I was expecting the phone to ring on May 31. Scott had 
gone to Cleveland with his dad to see a ball game and was 
going to let me know when the game was over. I was also 
waiting for an update on some bad news: My grandmother 
had fallen and broken her hip that morning. My father was 
at the hospital with her and was going to call me when he 
knew more. 
  When I saw Tom’s number on my caller ID, I figured he 
was probably calling about the annual 
banquet, held two days earlier. He 
wanted to see what photos we had 
taken or had a comment on the exhibit 
he had put together for the RJNA. 
  It wasn’t Tom. It was Maureen. Tom 
was being taken to the hospital, she 
said. He had been up early to walk their 
two golden retriever puppies, had 
come home and went upstairs to take a 
bath. She had dozed off on the couch, 
went upstairs about an hour later to see 
what he was doing, and found him 
lying on the bathroom floor. He had 
been unconscious up there for quite 
some time. 
  Maureen said she had been unable to 
reach any family in the area and was 
calling friends in the area so she could 
let someone know what was going on. I told her to please 
keep me posted. I also told Scott what happened when he 
called. 
  I prayed that this would be a minor injury, but I knew 
that the outlook was not good. When I called Maureen 
later that evening, she said Tom wasn’t going to make it, 
but that he was on life support until his family could get to 
his bedside. Tom had had a massive stroke. He was 65. 
  Tom had been a very good friend to the RNA, the RJNA 
and our family. When he and Maureen welcomed their 

puppies into the family, he invited us over to his house to 
see them. We had a great afternoon playing with dogs and 
drinking hot chocolate. 
  Another evening, when the RJNA was scheduled to meet, 
Tom called us and asked if we wanted him to take Ari to 
the meeting. We put her booster seat in the back of his car, 
she went off to the meeting, and Scott and I got to enjoy a 
little rare down time. 

  Even though he was not an official 
RJNA advisor, Tom was a devoted 
volunteer, even after his son Teddy 
was no longer a member. One of the 
highlights of the banquet on May 29 
was Tom’s exhibit on the Lincoln 
penny, featuring coins with each 
RJNA member’s birth year. 
  Tom had been a member of the 
RNA since 2000, along with Maureen. 
He served as the 94th president, in 
2005 and 2006. 
  Tom was also a member of the 
Rochester Philatelic Association. He 
was a retired super principal of the 
New York State Banking Department, 
a former town councilman in 
Canadice and a past member of the 
Town of Richmond Fire Department. 

He was a Eucharistic Minister at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace, where he was also involved in the Refugees 
Resettlement Project. 
  At his funeral on June 5, his daughter said in the eulogy 
that Tom gave flowers to Maureen every week. 
  Tom is survived by his wife; children Kathleen, Michael, 
Theodore, Mary Tara Wurmser, and Tien Luu; brothers 
Douglas and Edward; and 10 grandchildren. 
  Memorial donations may be made to Parents of Autistic 
Children, 1999 Route 88 East, Brick, New Jersey, 08724. 

 

IN MEMORIAM  
William Carr, RNA president, Member Number 4 
 

  William J. (Bill) (Pete) Carr, a longtime RNA member and 
past president, died June 2. 
  He joined the RNA in 1957. Bill was the 70th president of 
the club in 1982. He dropped his membership briefly, but 
returned. Mr. Carr was the only current member who paid 
all of his back dues to be re-instated to his original 
membership date. 
  Mr. Carr was very active in commemorating RNA 
activities. He arranged for a series of elongated coins 

celebrating the annual coin shows from 1983 through 
1993. He also produced numerous wooden nickels on 
RNA subjects. He specialized in RNA collectibles, 
especially presidential medals, and assembled at least four 
complete sets at one time. He also collected Rochester 
memorabilia. 
  Mr. Carr was predeceased by his wife, Marion. He is 
survived by his daughter, Karen.
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IN MEMORIAM 
Achille Forgione, designer of RNA medals 
 

  Achille Forgione Jr., 81, died May 16, one week after he 
was injured in a car accident. At the time of his death, his 
close friend, Hy Kreitzman; brother, Francis Forgione; 
niece, Judy Nanni; and nephew, Tom Nanni; were with 
him. 
  Mr. Forgione designed several RNA presidential medals, 
including those of John NiCastro, Gerard Muhl, Bea 
Weaver, Robert Doty, William Carr, Keith Fader, John 
Zabel, Kenneth Traub and Jane Hanken. 
  Mr. Forgione studied art at Rochester Institute of 
Technology. Displays of his sculptures include installations 
at Strong Memorial and Rochester General hospitals and 

Temple B’rith Kodesh. He also created a sculpture entitled 
Mythopoetic as a gift for Rochester’s sister city of 
Caltanissetta, Italy, in 1995. 
  Besides those who were with him at the time of his death, 
survivors include nephews Carl (Susan) Nanni, great-
nephews David and Kevin Nanni, and brother-in-law Carl 
A. Nanni. 
  Memorial donations may be made to JCC of Rochester, 
1200 Edgewood Avenue, Rochester, New York 14618; or 
Geva Theatre Center, 75 Woodbury Blvd., Rochester, New 
York, 14607. 

 

William LaMere, North American Mint founder 
 

  William J. LaMere, Sr., 67, died on June 1. 
  Mr. LaMere was the founder and owner of the North 
American Mint in Rochester. His company has been 
responsible for producing most of the RNA presidential 
medals and special event commemorative medal issues 
since 1978. 
  He is survived by his wife of 43 years, Judy (Lamica) 
LaMere; their children, William J. (Tammy) LaMere, Jr., 
Michael A. (Amy Oakden) LaMere, Brad E. (Alicia) 

 LaMere; grandchildren Danny Oakden; Chelsea, 
Brandon, Zachary, Nicholas, Blake and Alexander 
LaMere; brothers Donald, Floyd and Anthony LaMere; 
sisters Shirley Augusta and Jane Burgess; and niece and 
sole caregiver Carolyn Santos. 
  Memorial donations may be directed to the American 
Lung Association, www.lungusa.org, or Lifetime Care: 
Hospice of Rochester, 3111 Winton Road South, 
Rochester, New York 14623-2905.

  

 Vaccarella, Harkness honored at banquet 
 
 RNA members and guests enjoyed the club’s annual banquet May 29 at the Green Lantern Inn in Fairport. The banquet 
honored past president Ted Vaccarella, who received his presidential medal (details, page 7). 

  Longtime RNA member and past president Andy Harkness (left) was honored with the 
club’s Numismatist of the Year award. Harkness was recognized for numismatic 
achievements including his research and writing on agricultural medals, as well as for his 
long service to the club. 
  The banquet also recognized 
three RNA members for 40 years 
of membership. Edie and Bill Coe 
and Gerry Muhl (right) all joined 
the club during the 1968-69 year. 
  Banquet attendees also admired 
a display created by Tom Kraus 
showcasing numismatic items 
related to the life and legacy of 
Abraham Lincoln, including a 
collection of Lincoln cents 

representing the birth years of Rochester Junior Numismatic 
Association members.   
  The club gratefully accepted donations from Richard Nachbar for both the RNA and the RJNA, directed toward our 
upcoming centennial celebration in 2012. And member number 1, Charles Ricard, was on hand to present the writers’ awards 
issued in his honor. Members who presented talks during the 2008-09 year were honored with the Alphonse Kolb medal. 
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Take another look at the RNA’s half cents 
 

  by John Bailey  
   

  The Rochester Numismatic Association has a very 
interesting collection of United States half cents. This 
group of early American copper was first minted in 
1793. The last coin came off the press in 1857. 
  Unlike its big sister the Large Cent, half cents were 
not produced in every year, 1815 being the lone 
exception. The series has gaps of many years in some 
cases between dates of issue.  
  There are 33 different 
dates in the series and 
99 die varieties. The 
RNA’s set has 27 coins 
in all. The grades range 
from almost good to 
mint state. The 
planchet quality varies 
widely from scudzy to 
very choice.  
  A few words about 
mintage numbers are 
in order at this point. 
First, record-keeping at 
the first U.S. Mint was 
not all that accurate for 
copper coins, as it was 
for gold and silver. For 
some dates in the 
series, the mint records 
are very clear. For 
some years we only get 
a vague idea. The mint 
might have recorded 
the number of 
planchets delivered, but this does not tell us how 
many might have been spoiled, poorly struck and 
junked, saved till next year or were not of the proper 
weight and therefore could not be used. 
  Second, not all coins minted in a given year were 
dated that year. Dies were used until they failed. In 
some cases, they were put into storage and reused 
years later. 
  These practices have caused many half cent 
collectors to wonder just how many were made in 
each year, and what the total mintage for the series is.    
  When I look at the Guide book of United States Coins, 
commonly called the “red book,” mintage numbers 
are stated as a matter of fact next to each date. The 
red book is a great tool and a great compilation of 

facts, but its editors do not do very much original 
research. 
  The publishers of the red book depend upon authors 
such as Roger Cohen, Walter Breen and Ronald 
Manley for detailed information. This is where the fun 
begins, as none of the three authors agree on all the 
mintages, either by date or in total.  
  The red book has used mintages stated in Cohen’s 
books for some dates, and Breen and Manley for 
others. This gives us three different estimates and one 

composite estimate. I 
will never know for 
sure, but I believe the 
total mintage for the 
entire half-cent series 
is 7,758,318 coins. 
  The two coins with 
the highest mintages 
are 1804 and 1809, 
which have a 
combined 2.2 million 
coins. If we subtract 
these from the whole, 
the remainder is 5.5 
million coins minted 
over 31 dates. 
  The number of coins 
that survive today 
cannot be known for 
sure, but many people 
estimate that it is about 
2 or 3 percent of the 
original mintage. That 
would be a total of 

about 230,000 coins. 
  Seven million coins might sound like a lot, but let us 
look at some mintage numbers of a few other coins. 
There were 17,450,000 1857 Flying Eagle Cents. In 
1853, 13,210,000 Half Dimes were minted. Although 
1877 saw only 7,700,000 CC Seated Liberty Dimes, in 
1876 there were 8,596,000 S Seated Liberty Quarters, 
and there were 8,304,000 Seated Liberty Half Dollars 
in 1877. We can quickly see that as a group, half cents 
have a very low overall population. 
 The chart above is a summary of the club’s 
collection.  
 

Selected bibliography: 
Roger S. Cohen Jr., American Half Cents, “The Little Half Sisters”  
Walter Breen, Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents 
Ronald P. Manley, PHD, The Half Cent Die State Book 1793-1857  
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DATE MINTAGE VARIETY RARITY GRADE COLOR SURFACE 

1793 35,334 COPY   Dark Black Average 
1794 81,600 B R- AG-3 Black Scudzy 
1795 25,600 B 2-C R-3 G-4 Brown Choice 
1796 1,390      
1797 119,218 B 1-A R-4 VG-8 Dark Black Scudzy 
1800 202,908 B 1-A R-1 G-4 Dark Brown Scudzy 
1802 20,266 B 1-B R-3 G-4 Black Scudzy 
1803 92,000      
1804 1,055,312 B 1A-C R-5 F-12 Brown Average Plus 
1805 814,464 B 1-A R-1 G-4 Dark Black Scudzy 
1806 356,000 B 3-C R-1 F-12 Dark Brown Average 
1807 476,000 B 1-A R-2 G-4 Dark Brown Average 
1808 400,000 B 2-B R-1 G-4 Dark Average 
1809 1,154,572 B 4-D R-1 VG-8 Dark Scudzy 
1810 215,000 B 1-A R-2 G-4 Dark Scudzy 
1811 62,140      
1825 63,000 B 2-A R-1 VF-20 Light Brown Average Plus 
1826 234,000      
1828 606,000 B 2-B R-1 VF-20 Light Brown Average Plus 
1829 487,000 B 1-A R-1 VF-20 Light Brown Average 
1831 2,200      
1832 51,000 B 1-C R-1 MS-60 Brown Choice 
1833 120,000 B 1-A R-1 EF-40 Light Brown Average 
1834 141,000      
1835 398,000 B 1-B R-1 VF-30 Brown Average 
1849 39,864 B 2-D R-2 F-12 Dark Brown Scudzy 
1850 39,812 B 1-A R-2 EF-40 Light Brown Average Plus 
1851 147,672 B 1-A R-1 EF-40 Golden Brown Choice 
1853 129,694 B 1-A R-1 AU-50 Light Brown Average Plus 
1854 55,358 B 1-A R-1 AU-50 Light Brown Choice 
1855 56,500 B 1-A R-1 AU-50 Light Brown Average Plus 
1856 40,230 B 1-B R-1 VF-20 Dark Brown Average 
1857 35,180 B 1-A R-2 EF-40 Light Brown Nearly Choice 



Club News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and Notes    
    

  RNA’s annual summer picnic will take place at 1 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 2. A board meeting will precede the picnic 
at noon. This year’s picnic will be at the Stewart Lodge in 
Mendon Ponds Park.   
  To get to Stewart Lodge, take Route 65, (Clover Street) 
south from Rochester. Mendon Ponds Park is on the left 
after crossing the Thruway. 
  Turn left at the first entrance to Mendon Ponds Park, 
which is Canfield Road. At the intersection, turn right on 
Douglas Road. There will be an RNA sign. Turn right at the 
driveway to Stewart Lodge, where there will be another 
RNA sign. To view a map, please go to 
www.monroecounty.gov/File/MendonPark.pdf 
  The menu will include hot sandwich fillings, salad, pasta, 
soft drinks and beer. Please bring a side dish or dessert to 
pass and a white elephant for the auction. 

•   •   • 
 The RNA’s annual 
series of presidential 
medals is one of the 
longest-running series 
issued anywhere.  
 The 96th medal in the 
series, honoring past 
president Ted 
Vaccarella, debuted at 
the annual banquet May 
29.  
  The medal, designed 

by Luigi Badia, features Ted’s full name, Theodore L. 
Vaccarella, with “Ted” in smaller letters, and a U.S. Navy 
lieutenant shoulder board. 

•   •   • 
  President Steven Eisinger would like to acknowledge those 
who brought refreshments to RNA meetings during the past 
year, some more than once. 
  Thank you, in alphabetical order, to Peter Blaisdell, Jason 
Childers, Bill Coe, Steve Eisinger, Dave Gottfried, Grant 
Hobika, Lew Hyde, John Lighthouse, Mike Luck, Sharon 
Miller, Gerry Muhl, Alec Ollies and Dan White. 
  If you would like to bring food and drink to a 2009-10 
meeting, please talk to RNA Vice President Peter Blaisdell. 
 Thank you also to Brighton Token and Coins for the very 
generous donation to the door prize table at the annual 
banquet in May. Brighton Token and Coins donated a large 
box full of numismatic 
treasures. The store’s 
contribution made the door 
prize selection the biggest in 
recent memory.  

•   •   • 
  Congratulations to Luke 
Nicosia, this year’s Meinhart 
Speaking Contest winner. 
Luke, right, gave a talk on 
“The Peace Dollar” at the 
June 4 meeting. The contest 
is open every year to 
interested RJNA members. 

 

New Members Corner 
 

The following people have been accepted as members in the RNA: 
 

Michael J. Taylor 
Brian P. Watkins 

Paul W. Lewis  
Gilbert D.L. Comito  
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RIDGE COIN & STAMP

LIFE MEMBER ANA – RNA – FUN
ridgecns@aol.com

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIP SPECIALIZING IN
RARE COINS – BANK APPRAISALS – GOLD/SILVER

ESTATE LIQUIDATIONS – CONSULTATION
585-342-8206 – 2064 East Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14622

MICHAEL OMELUCH, Professional Numismatist

 



The Calendar July-August 
 
• Sunday, August 2 – RNA Picnic, Mendon Ponds Park (see details  
• Wednesday, August 5–Sunday, August 9 – American Numismatic Association’s World’s Fair of Money, Los Angeles, CA 
• RNA meeting schedule for 2009-2010: September 3, 17; October 1, 15; November 5, 19; December 3, 17; January 7, 21; 
February 4, 18; March 4, 18; April 1, 15; May 6, 20; June 3, 17 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 

 

See you at the picnic on August 2nd!    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


