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21,297 Pounds Of Coins!

SECRET COIN HOARD

One of my recent projects began
in May when I contracted to
purchase an estate coin hoard
that truly was
The collector had accumulated
his holdings over several
decades and they were secreted
throughout his home and several
other storage locations. Pictured
above is one of those hidden-
away places, and one of the 7
rooms I used to secure the hoard
and prepare it for resale.

A deal of this size requires
considerable logistical planning.
My first step was to hire strong,
reliable men to help with the
loading & unloading. All of my first

“too big to mail.”

choice men from prior projects
agreed to join me. A 9-ton truck
was rented and our small
caravan made the trip out of
town, accompanied by our plain
clothes, professional security.
The first load took all day, and two
days later we were back for the
rest. A great sense of satisfaction
was evident when the last cart
load was in place. However, the
serious work was yet ahead.

At 9 the very next morning,AM

began. Picture
10 tons of coins mixed up in
boxes of all shapes & sizes. It
was like a big treasure hunt. One
employee might be slugging

The Great Sort

through a few hundred pounds of
US90 silver coins when,
suddenly, a box of 45 gold coins
popped out. Eureka! This went on
for several weeks, simultaneous
with much shipping & selling.

Now, two full months and
several coin shows later, the
hoard is essentially gone,
dispersed all throughout North
America. The heirs are pleased
that their proceeds became over
double expectations (we
meticulously accounted to the
last little wheat cent) and I am
again looking for my next fun
“project.” So the question now is,

CAN I HELP YOU NEXT?
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  There are many ways to acquire 
coins. Each has advantages and 
disadvantages. 
  You may inherit or be given coins. 
Many collectors start this way. The 
collection may be valuable or not, but 
it is sure to contain some oddities and 
rarities, and has sentimental value if 
nothing more. I have encountered 
people who have coins from a parent 
or grandparent, and although they 
have no numismatic interest in them, 
they would never think of selling. 
  You can troll flea markets, garage 
sales, or antique stores. I haven’t done 
much of this. I imagine that it is low 
yield, with the occasional great find. 
How have you done with this method? 
  You can pick coins out of pocket 
change. There was a time when this 
was a favored strategy, but now there 
may only be the occasional mint error 
or stray silver coin. It is fun in foreign 
countries. 
  The bank or the mint can be a source 
of uncirculated or proof coins. The 
mint charges a premium, but banks 
“sell” at face value. You never know 
what might end up being valuable. I 
am collecting rolls of presidential 
dollars, and I have to travel out west 
to find the “D” rolls! 
  You can hunt for treasure. Most of 
us can’t make a go of this method, but 
if you take down old houses or dig for 
a living, especially in Greece or Italy, 
or if you are a marine salvager, you 
can make a big find. To me, that’s 
high adventure, but only in my 
dreams. 
  Friends and co-workers are a source. 
I offer to purchase by means of a sign 
on my office door. Nothing thrills me 
more than opening a cigar box full of 
old coins that no one has looked at for 
years. My biggest find so far: a 1909 S 
Indian Head penny in VF from a 
baggie full of pennies, given to me 
with the words, “I don’t think there is 
anything valuable here.” This is a great 
way to buy coins, but it takes a lot of 
work, and it’s hit or miss. Buying from 
naïve friends can strain one’s honesty.   

  You can buy from coin stores. The 
advantages are that they have lots of 
stock, and you can establish a 
relationship with the staff, who can 
act as your advisers. It’s a bit pricey, 
though there is usually some 
discount. 
  Coin shows are another option. 
Here you can browse to your heart’s 
content. You are shopping many 
dealers’ inventories and can compare 
coins for price and grade. There’s a 
pleasant social aspect to it as well, 
missing from an online experience. 
The RNA show is just about the 
right size: not too big, not too small, 
and busy enough to see a lot of 
people but not so busy that you can’t 
see the coins or talk with the dealers. 
Expect a modest discount from full 
retail. 
  You can buy from mail-order firms 
or magazines. The ads are enticing; 
the catalogs, even more so. Honesty 
and return policies seem good in my 
experience, although I have received 
three lots of bad coins. Full price; 
occasional bargains. 
  Local club auctions such as the 
RNA and the Finger Lakes Coin 
Club are a strong option. Prices and 
quality seem to me uneven, but 
overall pretty good. Offers are 
spotty; you may have to wait a long 
time for any particular coin. The 
local auctions seem to feature low- 
and middle-end material, but when 
higher-end stuff appears, it rarely 
sells. An alert buyer could do well 
bidding on higher-end coins. The 
key is to be the only bidder. You can 
sell at the same auction if you wish.   
  There are also regional professional 
auctions. I attended Hessney’s in 
Geneva. The auctioneer had the 
fastest delivery I have ever heard, 
and there were some really nice 
coins. There was no reserve, and 
selling prices varied from quite low 
to high. If you are disciplined you 
can get some nice bargains, but if 
you are too disciplined you might 
come home empty-handed. 

(continued on page 7) 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Collecting: the good, bad and ugly 



Coin Glass Plates of the Imperial Glass Corporation 
by Richard Jozefiak 
  

  People are experienced 
with using and seeing coins 
made of metal, but what of 
coins made of glass? Coin 
glass plates have been 
produced in the U.S. for 
over a century. These items 
have coin designs in glass, 
and many in high detail. 
  Coin glass plates are part 
of the exonumia area of 
numismatics. The major 
design feature is coin 
designs represented in glass. 
Some of the glass pieces 
were designed and meant 
for everyday use, while 
other glass pieces were 
meant for collectors. 
  The Imperial Glass 
Corporation was located in 
Bellaire, Ohio (near 
Wheeling, West Virginia). 
The Imperial Glass 
Corporation was founded 
in 1901, and closed in 1984. 
They were a producer of 
high-quality collector glass 
products. 
  Over their years of 
production, the Imperial 
Glass Corporation 
produced three different 
coin glass plates for 
collectors. These were not a 
series of glass pieces, but 
produced over a number of 
years to commemorate 
different numismatic 
events. The coin glass plates 
were produced in 1964 
(Photo 1), 1971 (Photo 2) 
and 1976 (Photo 3), with 
coin designs of their 
respective years. Table 1 
provides summary details 
for each coin glass plate. 
  The coin glass plates are 
nine inches in diameter, and 

each came with a storage box and 
an information sheet. The plates 
were made of high-quality crystal, 
with the coin designs frosted. The 
coin designs were made larger 
than actual size on the coin plates 
for better design. These beautiful 
coin glass plates were sold to 
collectors. It is unknown how 
many were produced. 
  The first coin glass plate was 
released in 1964, to coincide with 
the release of the new 1964 
Kennedy half dollar. The obverse 
of the Kennedy half dollar design 
was located in the center of the 
plate. The 1964 coin glass plate 
also included the obverse and 
reverse designs of the cent, nickel, 
dime and quarter. The coin 
designs on the plate were about 
twice the actual size of the coins. 
  The next coin glass plate was 
released in 1971, to coincide with 
the release of the new 1971 
Eisenhower dollar. The obverse 
of the Eisenhower dollar design 
was located in the center of the 
plate. The 1971 coin glass plate 
also included the obverse and 
reverse designs of the cent, nickel, 
dime, quarter and half dollar. The 
coin designs on the plate were 
about twice the actual size of the 
coins. 
  The final coin glass plate was 
released in 1976, to coincide with 
the release of the U.S. 
bicentennial coins. The center of 
the coin glass plate has “1776-
1976,” surrounded by 13 stars, 
one for each of the 13 original 
states. A border of 50 stars 
surrounds the plate, one for each 
state.  
  The 1976 coin glass plate also 
includes the obverse and reverse 
designs of the bicentennial dollar,. 
half dollar and quarter.  
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1964 coin glass plate 

 
1971 coin glass plate 

 
1976 coin glass plate 
(photos by Joan Cimini, National Imperial Glass Museum 
Archives) 



Coin Glass Plates 
Continued from page 4 
 

 The coin designs on the plate are about the same size 
as actual coins. These plates are readily available on 
the secondary market, and are not expensive (between 
$10 and $35 each). These coin glass plates are 
beautiful and capture the beauty of the coins depicted 
on them. They are an interesting part of exonumia, 

and they make an interesting addition to a numismatic 
collection.   
   I wish to thank Ms Joan Cimini of the National 
Imperial Glass Museum Archives for her support, 
research and photos provided on the National Glass 
Corporation and its products. For more information 
on the Imperial Glass Museum, visit 
www.imperialglass.org/museum or call 740-671-3971.

  

   

PlatePlatePlatePlate    
IssuedIssuedIssuedIssued    

DiameterDiameterDiameterDiameter    
CoinsCoinsCoinsCoins    
DateDateDateDate    

CoCoCoCoin Designs on Platein Designs on Platein Designs on Platein Designs on Plate    Numismatic InformationNumismatic InformationNumismatic InformationNumismatic Information    

1964196419641964    9 inch 

 
 

1964 

Kennedy Half Dollar (obverse only, center) 
Lincoln Cent (obverse & reverse) 
Jefferson Nickel (obverse & reverse) 
Roosevelt Dime (obverse & reverse) 
Washington Quarter (obverse & reverse) 

First year of issue of Kennedy Half 
Dollar, and last year of issue of 90% 
silver coins for circulation. 
Clad coinage began in 1965. 

1971197119711971    9 inch 

 
 

1971 

Eisenhower Dollar (obverse only, center) 
Lincoln Cent (obverse & reverse) 
Jefferson Nickel (obverse & reverse) 
Roosevelt Dime (obverse & reverse) 
Washington Quarter (obverse & reverse) 
Kennedy Half Dollar (obverse & reverse) 

First year of issue of Eisenhower 
Dollar 

1976197619761976    9 inch 
 

1776-
1976 

Washington Quarter (obverse & reverse) 
Kennedy Half Dollar (obverse & reverse) 
Eisenhower Dollar (obverse & reverse) 

Bicentennial coinage issued  
1975-76 for U.S. 200th Anniversary 

 

RNA members head west for “golden” ANA showRNA members head west for “golden” ANA showRNA members head west for “golden” ANA showRNA members head west for “golden” ANA show    
    

 The ANA’s World’s Fair of Money headed west this year for a stop at the 
Los Angeles Convention Center August 5 to 9. While the downtown L.A. 
location, California tax laws and the economy combined to keep attendance 
low – at just over 7,000, this year’s ANA convention brought in barely a 
quarter of last year’s turnout in Baltimore – a few hardy RNA members 
made the trek out to the coast. 
 At left, we see John Zabel in his role as exhibit judge, along with fellow 
judge Larry Warner. There was plenty of interesting material on display at 
the show, including 
several pieces of Yap 
stone money. (But 
not, your editor 

notes, any 2x2 cardboard holders for them like the one Alec 
Ollie brought to an RNA meeting a few years back.  
  At right, it’s Pat and Wayne Scheible spending some 
quality time on the bourse. What did they come home with? 
Perhaps they’ll bring some show-and-tell to the Sept. 3 RNA 
meeting. And mark your calendars – next year, the ANA 
brings the World’s Fair of Money back east, with a stop in 
Boston. 
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No leads in major Canandaigua numismatic theft 
  
by Lisa Fybush   
  Nearly $30,000 worth of coins and other numismatic 
collectibles were taken from the home of a 
Manchester collector on July 20. 
  Ontario County Sheriff’s Department Investigator 
Eric Woehr says there are currently no suspects in the 
case, although he says this type of theft is usually 
committed by someone who knows about the 
collection and has seen it. 
  Stolen items include more than 114 silver coins, 
silver rounds, American Eagle silver coins and silver 
bars, and approximately 750 sets containing proof 
coins, of which half were silver proof sets. 
  “The silver bars that were stolen were kind of 
unique,” Woehr says. “They looked like Twix candy 
bars.” 
  Collector Eric Millecan, the owner of the stolen 
collection, is offering a $2,500 reward for the capture 
of the thief. According to him, the items would have 
weighed at least 400 pounds. 
  Millecan said all the items that were taken were in 
the smallest of three vaults, but the vault showed no 
sign of a break-in. 
  “They didn’t get everything. They didn’t rifle 
through any cabinets,” Millecan said. 

  The theft included silver bars of various troy-ounce 
size, including one 50-ounce and one 100-ounce 
piece. The burglars also took at least a dozen Johnson 
Matthey bars with different back designs, three of 
which had consecutive serial numbers and were 
connected. 
  State quarter silver proof sets from every year of 
issue were stolen, as was $850 in face value of 
uncirculated rolls of state quarters, 60 to 70 Kennedy 
silver-copper half dollars from 1965 to 1969, and 1964 
Kennedy silver half dollars. All the half dollars were 
uncirculated. Seven of them were double dies. 
  The perpetrators also took a couple hundred loose 
90 percent silver coins, including Barber dimes, 
Walking Liberty half dollars and Standing Liberty 
quarters. 
  In addition to the numismatic collection, the thieves 
made off with silver flatware featuring an Etruscan 
design and the letter “M.” 
  “They took everything but the knives,” Millecan 
said. 
  Anyone with any information on the theft or the 
stolen items should contact Woehr at the Ontario 
County Sheriff’s Department in Canandaigua, at 585-
301-7461. 

 

Not too early to think about RNA’s November show 
 

by William Coe 
  The 37th Annual Coin Show and Sale has been 
scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, November 7 and 
8, at the Rochester Museum & Science Center’s 
Eisenhart Auditorium. The show will take place from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. Admission and parking are free. 
  Obviously, the Coin Show Committee hopes that 
every RNA member will take advantage of this 
opportunity to visit several dealers at one location. It 
is a very efficient way to find just that right item you 
are looking for. You can actually hold and see each 
item to evaluate it without the need to send it back 
and forth in the mails. Likewise, if you have items to 
dispose of, the transaction can take place right there 
without complications. 
  Since the show is a club project, we expect that as 
many members as possible will participate in its 
presentation. You will find that it is a very rewarding 

experience, as you have the opportunity to rub elbows 
with dealers and expand your knowledge in many 
numismatic areas. It’s also a chance to work with and 
get to know other club members better. 
  Sheets will be sent around for the various activities 
for which we need help. Please show up at the show 
and be as generous with your time as you can. Several 
types of activities and many time frames are available. 
Over the years, the RNA has thrived because of this 
type of fellowship.  
  The committee encourages members to develop a 
display to enter in the exhibit contest. At stake is the 
prestigious Alphonse Kolb “Best of Show” award. It 
is a beautiful plaque that anyone can be proud to 
display. If you are interested, please see Gerry Muhl or 
John Zabel to arrange for the cases you will need. 
They can also give you some pointers on how to 
present your exhibit. 
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Club News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and Notes    
    

  On Sunday, September 13, the RNA will unveil an 
exhibit of coins and medals at the Bausch & Lomb 
Public Library Building on South Avenue. The display, 
entitled “175 Years of Money in Rochester,” will be on 
the third floor of the building. 
  Assistant Curator Gerry Muhl will give a talk in the 
Gleason Auditorium at 1 p.m. on the ground floor. 
  Parking is free on Sundays at the city parking garage, 
which is attached to the library. 
  Thanks to Peter Blaisdell, Gerry Muhl, John Zabel, 
Mike Luck and Chip Scoppa for help planning the 
exhibit. – Gerard Muhl 

•   •   • 
  The Rochester Area Coin Expo will hold two more 
shows in 2009, on September 27 and December 13. 
The shows run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Doubletree Hotel Rochester, 1111 Jefferson Road by 
Interstate 390. 
  Keshequa Coins has offered the RNA a free table at 
the show. The club is looking for a contact person to 
coordinate with Keshequa Coins and schedule RNA 
and RJNA volunteers for table shifts. The club is also 
seeking exhibits for the table. With any luck, there will 
be some new RNA or RJNA members at the end of 
the shows, or at least some newly minted numismatists. 
– Chip Scoppa 

 

From the President 
Continued from page 3 
In the hands of a professional auctioneer, it is all too 
easy for a prospective buyer to get caught up in the 
bidding, and the consequence is paying more than list 
price. Of course, if you have to have that coin… I 
thought that many of the coins were over-graded, so 
knowing what you are doing is essential. 
  National auctions are another possibility. I have no 
experience with them other than ogling catalogs. It would 
be fun to wheel and deal at the highest level. I suppose 
the caution that experience and discipline are required 
holds all the more. 

  Then there are the web, eBay and other sites. Advantage: 
Everything is available in abundance, in every grade. EBay 
and PayPal have elaborate procedures to protect your safety. 
Disadvantage: All kinds of people sell on the web. 
Overgrading and fakes are real issues. I’ve gotten bargains, I 
have gotten fair value, and I have been cheated with web 
purchases. I think now I would only buy really cheap stuff or 
slabbed coins, for safety. 
  Have I missed any? How do you acquire coins? 

Steve Eisinger 
 
 

 

New Member Corner 
The following person has been accepted as a member in the RNA: 
 

Mark A. Benvenuto, Royal Oak, MI 
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RIDGE COIN & STAMP

LIFE MEMBER ANA – RNA – FUN
ridgecns@aol.com

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIP SPECIALIZING IN
RARE COINS – BANK APPRAISALS – GOLD/SILVER

ESTATE LIQUIDATIONS – CONSULTATION
585-342-8206 – 2064 East Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14622

MICHAEL OMELUCH, Professional Numismatist

 



The Calendar September-October 

 

• Thursday, September 3 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting  RNA members will share how they spent their summers. 

• Sunday, September 13 – 1 PM – RNA Exhibit Unveiling, Bausch & Lomb Public Library Building  RNA Curator Gerry Muhl 

will speak. Details on page 7. 

• Thursday, September 15 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Vice President Peter Blaisdell will tentatively give a presentation. 

• Friday, September 18 – 7 PM – RJNA Meeting Bring your favorite junior! 

• Sunday, September 27 – 10 AM-4PM – Rochester Area Coin Expo, Doubletree Hotel Rochester 

• Thursday, October 1 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Contact Peter Blaisdell to sign up to speak! 

• Thursday, October 15 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting  Topic TBA 

• Friday, October 16 – 7 PM – RJNA Meeting  Come play “Stump the Advisor!” 

• Saturday, November 7 and Sunday, November 8 – 37th Annual Coin Show and Sale  Come to volunteer, stay to shop! 
• Additional 2009 meetings: November 5, 19; December 3, 17 

 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 

 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


