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  In keeping with President Obama’s 
State of the Union speech, I thought 
it appropriate that I do the same for 
the RNA.  
  The RNA is healthy. As we near 
our 100th anniversary, there is no 
reason to doubt that we will 
eventually achieve our 200th 
anniversary. Our fate is closely 
linked to the fate of our calling, 
numismatics. Numismatics has been 
cyclic in the past in terms of interest 
and profitability, but has never 
withered away completely. Today it 
seems to be stronger than ever, 
although mutated from any previous 
iteration. No doubt it will continue 
to change, but what it will look like 
in the future is anybody’s guess. The 
old model of making a coin 
collection from one’s pocket change 
is gone, although echoes of it can be 
seen with the state quarters and 
presidential dollars. An even older 
model of numismatics as the hobby 
of kings is gone as well (although 
fabulous wealth still doesn’t hurt!).  
Who are the present-day coin 
collectors? 
  What numismatics is now is very 
diverse – almost as many styles of 
numismatics exist as do members of 
the RNA. Some collect classic 
American coins; others collect 
errors. Some emphasize mint 
products, others do exonumia or 
medals. Some do ancients or world 
coins. Some do topicals such as 
bimetallics or hole coins. There are 
pros, semipros, amateurs, gold bugs, 
investors, collectors, wheeler-dealers, 
socializers, high-enders and bottom-
feeders. One member informs me 
that he has never sold a coin! This 
diversity is incredibly healthy as I see 
it. No doubt one or more of these 
side passions will wax or wane over 
the next years both nationally and 
locally, and other styles of 
numismatics may appear. But overall 
diversity speaks to vitality. 

  The speakers’ program reflects the 
diversity and is clearly a strength of 
the club. I hear that other clubs 
don’t have a presentation at each 
meeting. We do, and they are almost 
always excellent and well received. I 
marvel that so many members have 
shown the time, expertise, and 
commitment to prepare a 
presentation. I also know that other 
members out there have a pet topic 
that they could present. Step up, I 
say. Your fellow members want to 
hear your story! 
  I leave the details of our finances to 
the treasurer’s report, but truthfully 
we are remarkably solvent. We also 
have an immense reservoir of funds 
in the collection. One speculates that 
we might someday undertake an 
expensive but worthy long-term 
project; a scholarship perhaps, a 
publication or development of some 
aspect of our collection to world-
class status. Perhaps a gift or grant 
of a major nature. If we found the 
right project then I would advocate 
using a small portion of our 
collection to fund it. Nothing should 
be above critical examination if the 
need existed.   
  Our membership is strong in 
numbers. We have more dues-paying 
members now than any time in 
recent memory, I believe. 
Attendance at meetings is good. I 
perceive that our meetings are fun 
and give good value for a member’s 
money and time. 
  Members seem to be willing to do 
the hard job of keeping the club 
going: serving as officers and on 
committees and the board, bringing 
refreshments, volunteering at the 
coin show. I can attest from 
personal experience (as can the 35 or 
so active past presidents and many 
others) that serving as an officer is a 
lot of hard work. That people do it 
willingly and well is a credit to 
themselves and to the RNA. 

  continued on page 7 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

State of the RNA address 
 



DEPARTMENT OF TIME CAPSULES 

Reflections on the past and future 
 

by Mitch Sanders 
  It’s taken me a while to realize it, but I think that numismatics is 
as much about the future as the past. Our club nurtures young 
numismatists – the future of the hobby. We are all careful to act 
as custodians of our collections, protecting and preserving 
numismatic items for their future owners. And of course, money 
can’t be history in your hands unless it was previously someone 
else’s message to the future.   
  This future-oriented thinking was very much on my mind 
during a recent renovation of my front porch. Some of my 
thoughts were procedural and pecuniary, such as “when will this 
project be done?” and “when will I be able to afford to buy coins 
again?” But I also realized, once the 
porch had been dismantled, that I was 
seeing a part of my property that no one 
had laid eyes on for more than 75 years.  
  Unfortunately, there was no cache of 
double-eagles waiting to be unearthed, or 
even a stray Buffalo nickel as a 
compelling, if common, consolation 
prize. Still, I got to thinking – if 75 years 
had elapsed since this area last saw the 
light of day, when would it happen 
again? My carpenter semi-joked that the 
porch now has a 100-year warranty. 
After that expired – long after I had 
departed this house or any other earthly 
dwelling – would some future resident 
wonder about me, just as I was 
wondering about my early 20th-century 
counterpart?   
  There’s no way to know exactly how the future will 
comprehend the past. But I knew that as a numismatist, I had a 
unique opportunity to promote trans-temporal understanding. As 
countless creators of time capsules and cornerstones had done 
before me, I would leave some coins to be discovered by a future 
homeowner, contractor or archaeologist. 
  I have to admit that I envisioned a numismatic prank: strewing 
a few Roman coins around, possibly inspiring a future headline 
like “Roman Empire in Rochester?” I thought of it, but I didn’t 
actually consider it – this was no time for hijinks! 
  Instead, I assigned the task to two Mint-wrapped rolls of 2009 
Lincoln “Log Cabin” cents, one from Philadelphia and one from 
Denver. Our most common coin, commemorating one of our 
most important historical figures, is an ideal choice to symbolize 
early 21st-century society. 
  I put the rolls in a plastic zip-lock bag, deposited the bag inside 
an airtight container and placed that container in another zip-lock 
plastic bag (thus also sealing my future reputation as a fanatic 
about proper storage). These numismatic ambassadors are now 
protected from the elements and awaiting future discovery, right 
under the deck in the southwest corner of my porch. Or I 
suppose I could extract them if the value of the coins ever 
exceeds the cost of a minor demolition and repair.   

  As a numismatic author, I didn’t want to leave the coins to 
speak for themselves, so I decided to leave a note along with 
them. The pace of the porch renovation proceeded more quickly 
than I expected, so I only had about an hour to put the whole 
time capsule together – and much of that time had been spent on 
my assiduous storage efforts.   
  I’ve never written anything whose future readership was so 
uncertain. And this was my only shot at it – any possibility of an 
editorial process would soon be buried under tons of wood. I 
thought about opening with “Greetings from 2009,” but that 
sounded a little corny. And while I could imagine paragraph after 
paragraph describing my life and times, ultimately I decided to 

keep the message short. I also wanted to 
give the coins’ next owner a pointer to 
some information about their history and 
their value, and I was pleased with the 
approach I came up with.  
  Here’s the full text of my note: 
May 15, 2009 
  I am writing this note during the renovation of 
my front porch. 
  These days, our nation is experiencing difficult 
economic times, and our world is facing 
potentially disruptive environmental changes. 
Still, as always, there are many joys in life, and 
there is hope for a better future. 
  To whoever reads this note: I hope that all is 
well for you and your community. 
  If you are interested in knowing more about 
these coins, please bring them to the attention of 
the Rochester Numismatic Association. 

  It was with a great deal of confidence that I referred my future 
reader to the RNA. As long as there are coins to collect, and 
collectors to collect them, there will be a thriving Rochester 
Numismatic Association. And knowing of members’ strong 
interest in the club’s history, I’m sure that publication of this 
article in the RNA News is the best way to pass along knowledge 
of my “buried treasure.” My experience also made me realize 
that, as we approach the club’s centennial in 2012, we have an 
opportunity to send our own message to the future. What about 
a collective “time capsule,” containing items submitted by 
members, along with some numismatic information or personal 
narratives? We could also publish part of the contents, while 
leaving a few things as surprises for our successors. 
  There could even be multiple capsules: 25-year, 50-year and 
100-year versions. We wouldn’t have to worry about them getting 
lost – we can rely on club archives, the club library and, most 
effectively of all, club members’ memories.   
  If we decide to do this, there will be details to work out and 
plans to implement. I expect that the planning will be as much 
fun as the execution, and after it’s done, I’m sure that the project 
will be a source of enduring satisfaction for the club and its 
members. I hope that we can take advantage of this unique 
numismatic opportunity to connect the past to the present, and 
to project the present into the future.  
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Can you spot Mitch’s time capsule? 



  

 
 

Tim and Darlene Corio, Scott Fybush, Thalia Irwin, Ariel Fybush, Susie and Chip Scoppa and Bill Coe after the release ceremony. Not shown: Jeff LaPlante 
 

Fillmore dollar coin release draws RNA visitors 
Photos and text by Scott Fybush 
 A cold, snowy day February 18 wasn’t enough to stop a group of RNA and RJNA members from making the 90-minute drive 
to Moravia, south of Auburn, to celebrate the release of the latest U.S. presidential dollar coin honoring Millard Fillmore, our 

13th president. Filllmore may rank near the bottom in most polls of 
presidential popularity, but he’s still revered in the town where he was born 
– which may explain why some 700 Moravians overflowed the high school 
cafeteria to listen to speeches recounting Fillmore’s life and legacy and to 
watch as Deputy U.S. Mint Director Andy Brunhart ceremonially dumped 
out a bucket full of 
the coins with the 
help of students 
dressed as Millard 
and Abigail Fillmore. 
  After the ceremony, 
attendees lined up 
down the school 

hallways for a chance to exchange their dollars for Fillmore dollars, up 
to two rolls and five individual coins per person. (Above, Chip Scoppa 
gets his rolls.) 
  For kids in the audience, there were free Fillmore dollars (including a 
few handed out directly by Brunhart) and books about Fillmore. 
  On the way home, the RNA group stopped at the tiny Moravia post 
office to have programs and rolls postmarked on what must have been 
one of that office’s busiest days. 
  Next up for western New York? Buffalo’s Grover Cleveland will be 
honored with dollar coins twice in 2012, one for each of his two non-consecutive terms in the White House. 
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Ari gets her coin right from Deputy Mint Director 

Brunhart 



IN MEMORIAM 
Robert E. Doty, 68, RNA Member Number 25 
   

by William D. Coe    
  It is with great sadness that I must report the passing of RNA 
member Robert E. Doty at age 68. His weakened body could 
not withstand the combined onslaught of cryptococcal 
meningitis and sepsis. His once strong and fighting body and 
soul could no longer fight off the attack. Thankfully, he is no 
longer suffering. Bob died Sunday, February 21, 2010 at Mission 
Hospital in Asheville, NC after fighting a brave battle with 
kidney disease followed by a kidney transplant. He will be sorely 
missed by all who knew and loved 
him for his wonderful smile, his 
courage, quick wit and humor. He 
was proud of his development of 
the first Western North Carolina 
Kidney Support Group and his 
ability to help others.  
  Bob is survived by his adoring 
wife, Sharon, of 18½ years; 
daughter Donna and son-in-law 
Peter Smith; grandchildren Alyssa 
and Joshua of Hilton; son David 
of Kill Buck; brother William 
(Dilli) A. Doty of Holley; two 
sisters, Joan Curtis of Omaha, NE 
and Ruth (Duane) Berns of 
Zephyrhills, FL; three cousins; 
and several nieces, nephews and 
great-nieces and nephews.  
  He was predeceased by his 
parents, Arthur and Elsie Doty 
and wife, Janet Marie Carlson.  
  Bob graduated from Albion High School and the State 
University of Brockport and also attended Houghton College for 
a year. Bob was very active in scouting, receiving the God and 
Country award as well as the distinction of Eagle Scout.  
  He was employed by Eastman Kodak for 30 years, retiring as 
supervisor of a computer group on December 1, 1991.  
  Bob and Sharon were married June 1, 1991 in Fairport and 
were fortunate to have traveled extensively throughout the 

country and Canada in their motor home, enjoying each other 
and the many adventures they encountered and people they met 
along the way. 
  Bob served as president of the (Studebaker) Avanti Club of 
Florida, John Epstein Chapter, from November 1994 to 
October 1995 and as newsletter editor and membership director.  
  He had an RNA family membership with Sharon and was 
Member No. 25 for the 2009-10 season. He joined the RNA on 
May 28, 1974 and was the 69th RNA President in 1981. He had 

been the club's longtime historian, 
and performed the Herculean task 
of assembling all of the club’s 
minutes in an orderly fashion all the 
way back to 1912. Those minutes 
now reside in binders in the RNA 
John Pittman Memorial Library. 
They are being digitized for future 
member use by Dennis DeYoung, 
and are being printed and bound by 
Tim Corio. Many members have 
benefited from them by learning the 
details of the club’s early days.  
  Bob was a very strong supporter of 
the RNA and its activities, especially 
with regard to the completeness of 
the RNA minutes and the various 
medal programs.  
  He had a collection of Boy Scout 
memorabilia; sadly, he did not live 
long enough to obtain one of the 

Boy Scout 100th Anniversary coins. 
  A celebration of Bob’s rich life will be held at 3 p.m. Saturday, 
March 6 at Grace Lutheran Church, 1245 Sixth Avenue West in 
Hendersonville, NC.  
  In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the American 
Kidney Fund, 6110 Executive Blvd., Ste. 1010, Rockville, MD 
20852. (www.kidneyfund.org/give-now/gifts-in-memory/) 
  Not only the RNA but the entire numismatic community has 
lost an ardent supporter; and we all have lost a faithful friend. 

 

    
    

Editorial response from Editorial response from Editorial response from Editorial response from the RNA presidentthe RNA presidentthe RNA presidentthe RNA president    
 

Dear Joe and the membership of the RNA, 
  Thank you for reading my little piece of fiction about coins. 
(RNA News, Nov.-Dec. 2009) I understand your reaction and 
share some elements of it. I was trying to be a little bit 
provocative with a glimpse into the dark side of the numismatic 
soul, and apparently I succeeded. Just be assured that it is 
fiction, not a true story about me! 
  Good fiction (I aspire to meet that standard) is many things. 
First, of course, there is a compelling story. But additionally 
there are underlying themes. In this little story, the themes are 
the power of addiction and obsession, the almost mystical hold 
that coins have over some of us and the treasure-seeking fantasy. 
Of course, the biggest theme is the temptation we are subjected 

to under these conditions, and how the obsession overcomes the 
ethical obligation. 
  I am thinking of revising the story to give our protagonist a 
flicker of hesitation on ethical grounds, only for it to be 
overwhelmed by his compulsion to have the coins. 
  How many of us have felt that temptation? Do you believe that 
no sophisticated numismatist has ever taken advantage of an 
innocent? Do you know anyone who is obsessed with coins? Do 
you ever fantasize about finding treasure – the big score? May 
you and all numismatists ever be ethical in their dealings with the 
uninitiated. 

Steve Eisinger 
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Bob shows off the RNA historical binders at a club picnic 



Club News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and Notes    
    

  If you were a member the season John Stephens was 
President, you are entitled to one bronze copy of the 
Stephens Presidential medal as a benefit of your 
membership. If you wish to order one because you just joined 
or because you want extra(s), the order sheet will be sent 
around during the meeting on March 4. They will be offered 
in bronze and .999 fine silver. A set price is not possible until 
the job is done. However, it is likely that the bronze copies 
will be in the range of $17, and the silver ones in the range of 
$60 (silver prices have risen substantially since last year). Last-
minute orders may be directed to Bill Coe at (585) 865-7992 
or billcoe@juno.com. Please note: Out-of-towners who wish 
their medal(s) (including the first one) to be mailed need to 
provide an additional $3 per medal – unless you have already 
done so with the payment of your annual dues.   

•   •   • 
  Tim Corio announces the publication of his new book , 
Rochester Numismatic Association Medals – A Pocket Guide. 
The Rochester Numismatic Association is a storied and 
venerable organization. Formed in the early 20th century, the 

RNA has issued medals every year. As the club approaches its 
centenary, this book presents the medals it has issued to 
commemorate the people and events that make the RNA 
what it is today. The guide gathers photos of all the RNA’s 
medals, as well as some historical context 
for the series. A listing of all the medals 
and their known compositions is an 
excellent checklist for the series. This 
book is a must-have for collectors of 
RNA medals, Rochester exonumia and 
medals issued by coin clubs.  
  During his twenty years as a member of 
the RNA, Tim Corio has collected most 
of the medals illustrated in this book. By 
publishing the Pocket Guide, Tim shares 
some of his experience and knowledge of the subject. 
  The book is available at Lulu.com for $9.95 plus tax and 
shipping. Use the search box at the top of the page to find 
“Rochester Numismatic.” The listing offers an online preview 
of the entire book. 

 

 

President’s Letter 
continued from page 3 

The caveat here is that there is a cadre of very active 
members and a larger group of members who seem to be 
more on the periphery of the action. Of course this may be 
entirely by choice, but I fear that we inadvertently fail to 
encourage newer and quieter members from participating in 
many activities. We should try to find ways to involve them 
more. How can we do this?  Invite newer members to give 
presentations. Ask them to sit on committees. Consult them 
about decisions. Sit next to someone you don’t know and 
strike up a conversation. Ask to see their coins. 
  I also see some theoretical risk with three functions: the 
newsletter, the website and the coin show. These are core 
functions, vital to our image and prosperity. Each is run by  

volunteers with great energy, skill and experience. If they 
should be taken out of action by illness, retirement or 
burnout, who will step up to take their places? This topic is a 
little uncomfortable. Please note that I have nothing but 
admiration for the individuals involved and the jobs that they 
do. Some are young; some not so young. But I suspect that 
they themselves have had thoughts along these lines. 
  Might we begin the conversation about perpetuating those 
important functions before the urgent need to do so? Those 
individuals might try to identify successors who could 
apprentice the jobs or share some of the duties and be ready 
to take over. 
  Overall, I find it hard to imagine a more active and vital club 
of our type. I am proud to be associated with the RNA.  

Steve Eisinger
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The Calendar March-April 
 
• Thursday, March 4 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting  Scott Fybush will discuss “Numismatic Tourism” 
• Thursday, March 18 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Zane Dick examines “Paper or Plastic” 

• Friday, March 19 – 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting Come support our young numismatists! 

• Thursday, April 1 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting  John Lighthouse speaks on “US History Through Our Currency” 
• Thursday, April 15 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Jason Childers talks about “Coins of My Travels” 

• Friday, April 16 – 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting Help your kids spring into collecting! 
• April 16-18 – BNA Gold & Silver Expo Hamburg Fairgrounds, 5820 South Park Ave., Hamburg. Visit the-bna.com. 
• Saturday, May 22 – RNA Annual Banquet, Green Lantern Inn, Fairport Come pay tribute to past president John Stephens. 
• Sunday, August 15 – RNA Summer Picnic 
 
Additional 2010 Meetings: May 6, May 20, June 3, June 17   
 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 

 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Gerry Muhl’s Wish ListGerry Muhl’s Wish ListGerry Muhl’s Wish ListGerry Muhl’s Wish List    
 
Slovakia  1941, 20 Halierov 

 1940, 50 Halierov 
  1944 and 1945, Kroner 
  1941, 20 Kroner (double bar cross on church) 
 
Saarland 50 and 100 Franken (1954) 

 
Can you help Gerry find these “obscure though inexpensive items”? Give 

him a call at 336-9459 or talk to him at the next RNA meeting… 


