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  Beware the Industrial Military 
Complex! All You Have to Fear is 
Fear Itself! Ask Not What Your 
Country Can Do for You…  
  OK. Being president of the RNA 
is not quite like being President of 
the USA. It is not the heaviest 
burden in the world, but it is not a 
trivial responsibility by any means. 
  It was good. It was fun. It was 
challenging (although it wasn’t as 
much work as any of the other 
offices in the club).  
  I enjoyed myself, and I have a 
twinge of regret that it is over, but 
I also have a sense of relief. 
Someone else carries the ball now. 
  My main goal for the year was not 
getting impeached. After I 
published a story about a doctor 
who cheats an old lady in a coin 
transaction, I wasn’t sure I would 
be allowed to serve out my term of 
office. (I’d like to remind everyone, 
it was only fiction!) 
   I had other goals for my term: 

• Welcoming and encouraging 
new members. 

• Drawing attention to three 
vital functions for the club, and 
encouraging the formation of a 
backup plan if any of the essential 
members were unable to carry out 
their duties. 

• Respecting the traditions of 
the club, keeping the meetings 
moving and fun, and attending to a 
bunch of little details that 
contribute to the quality of our 
club life. 
  Thank you for allowing me to be 
the president, and for helping me 
along when I needed it. Thank you 
for welcoming Peter Blaisdell, the 
new president. I accept, with 
pleasure and humility, the honor of 
having a medal struck with my 
image. I look forward to joining 
the large club-within-the-club 
comprising 31 past presidents, and 
I hope to move my membership 
number significantly down the list 
over time.  
  Who knows? Maybe I can be 
Member Number 1 within 40 or 50 
years! 

Steve Eisinger
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

New president has open book 
 

  Although, as I write this, it is still a week prior to my being sworn in as 
the 99th president of the RNA, I wish to take this opportunity to thank 
the membership for their confidence in electing me to this post. 
  While there are some proposals being considered, I really have no 
agenda other than to try to ensure that the club continues to advance its 
goals as we prepare for our centennial year. There are a number of 
committees from which I’ll need reports, since there doesn’t seem to 
have been much information lately. 
  The Collection Use and Preservation Committee comes to mind as an 
example, and I believe that there are things that need the committee’s 
attention. Some of this will be the subject of the June board meeting, and 
the first fall board meeting, to be held before our first regular meeting on 
September 2. 
  In the meantime, enjoy the summertime hunting for exciting finds. 

Peter Blaisdell

FROM THE PAST PRESIDENT 

A farewell to helming the RNA 
 



THE PHOTO PAGES 

Meinhart, banquet and a new board, too! 
 

 
 

The RNA’s annual Meinhart Speaking Contest gives Rochester Junior Numismatic Association members the chance to 
share their numismatic interests and research with members of the senior club. On May 20, three RJNA members 
presented talks to the RNA. Andrew Mantione (left), a senior at Brighton High School, spoke on “Seated Liberty 
Quarters,” Tristan Nicosia (center), a 5th grader at Allendale-Columbia, spoke on “The Twenty-Cent Piece” and Luke 
Nicosia, a 3rd grader at Allendale-Columbia, spoke on “Half Cents.”  As always, it was a tough call for the judges, who 
named Andrew the winner of this year’s Meinhart trophy.  Photo by Scott Fybush 
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At the RNA’s last meeting of the season on 
June 17, the new officers and board of 
directors took their oath of office, 
administered by Art Cohen. 
 
From left to right: Jim Ford (board), Peter 
Blaisdell (president), John Zabel (curator), 
Gerry Muhl (historian), John Lighthouse 
(secretary), George Fekete (treasurer) 
 
Photo by Jason Childers 



 
  On Saturday, May 22, RNA members gathered once again at the Green Lantern Inn in Fairport for the annual RNA banquet, 
honoring past president John Stephens. John brought a big family contingent with him to the banquet – and club members learned 
more about his story of growing up deaf, becoming a swim champion (complete with a tray full of medals which were on display), 
and his life as a pharmacist. 
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  Medals committee chairman Bill Coe presented John with the 
first example of his presidential medal. 
  The 97th in the club’s series, uninterrupted back to 1912, 
John’s medal was sculpted by Luigi Badini.  
  To recognize John’s career as a pharmacist, the medal includes 
a symbol called the bowl of Hygeia with the serpent of 
Epidaurus. Hygeia was the Greek goddess of health, daughter of 
Aesculapius, one of the Greek gods of medicine, and there is a 
temple dedicated to him in the Greek town of Epidaurus. 
  John’s medal was produced in the traditional bronze and silver 
compositions, as well as a lead trial strike, a unique pewter 
example – and this year, a unique copper example as well. 

 

  At right, a rare gathering of four “single-digit” 
RNA members: Charlie Ricard, member #1 
(1947); Doug Borden, member #2 (1956); Arthur 
D. Cohen, member #3 (1957) and Dave Phillips, 
member #6 (1962).   Ricard received an 
additional honor not long after the banquet, when 
he was named honorary general chairman for the 
2011 ANA convention in Chicago. 
  The banquet also included the announcement of 
the donation of a rare set of Buffalo Numismatic 
Association medals to the club by Richard 
Nachbar. RNA member Tim Corio will research the 
medals for a forthcoming book. 
 



COINS AROUND THE WORLD 

Bringing YN Activities to the South Pacific 
 

by Richard Jozefiak 

   The United States Army Kwajalein Atoll (USAKA) is 
located west of the International Date Line, about 2300 miles 
SW of Hawaii. USAKA comprises a number of islands. 
USAKA is an outpost of America in the South Pacific, to 
which I was sent to for work in support of a government 
program. 
   Kwajalein is the largest island (approximately 3 square miles) 
of USAKA and the Kwajalein Atoll, part of The Republic of 
the Marshall Islands. The U.S. 
Army has been on Kwajalein 
since the island was captured 
during a major battle during 
World War II. 
   In the present day about 
1,200 people live year round 
on Kwajalein. They are U.S. 
military, government civilians 
and contractors, and 
dependents of those 
personnel. Kwajalein is like 
any small American town, 
with schools, shops and 
community clubs and 
organizations. Kwajalein uses 
U.S. currency as its money, as 
do all of The Republic of the 
Marshall Islands. 
   On my first monthlong trip 
to Kwajalein in 2009, I 
noticed Boy Scouts going to 
the recreation center. I made 
some inquires about the Boy 
Scout program, and was able 
to contact the head of the 
program. I spoke with the 
Scout leader and told him I 
was a volunteer with the 
American Numismatic 
Association, and that I have presented programs to Boy 
Scouts in the U.S. I offered to present a program about coin 
collecting as a component of the Coin Collecting Merit Badge. 
The leader was very receptive to this. We scheduled my 
presentation to take place during my next trip to Kwajalein, 
which would be in January 2010.   
   Thanks to donations from the ANA, Whitman Publishing 
Company, the Denver U.S. Mint and others, I was able to 
compile a 50-pound box of materials to bring with me for my 
presentation, which I planned to pass out to the Boy Scouts. I 
shipped the box, along with my personal bags, from 
Huntsville, Alabama to Kwajalein. The trip was about 10,000 
miles. 

   The “Introduction to Coin Collecting” program was held at 
the Kwajalein Recreation Center on January 7, 2010 (January 6 
in the U.S.). More than 25 people came. I set up mini-displays 
of coins, paper money and exonumia for the Boy Scouts to 
see. I gave a 25-minute presentation, and then assigned two 
projects to the Boy Scouts. The first project was filling a 
Whitman Lincoln cents type folder.  
   For most of the people, they saw the four different types of 
the 2009 Lincoln cents for the first time at the presentation. I 

provided both “P” and “D” 
issues of the four types for 
the scouts to put in their 
folders. They also searched 
through other Lincoln cents 
to find coins for their folders. 
   Many of the Boy Scouts 
had never seen the different 
types of cents, since cents are 
not used in commerce on the 
island. People who live on 
USAKA do not handle cents. 
All cash purchases from the 
stores on the base are 
rounded up or down to the 
nearest nickel. I did use some 
cents in a store to pay my bill, 
and asked the cashier what 
would happen to them. I was 
told that the cents would be 
turned in and not be reused. 
   The second project the Boy 
Scouts completed was to 
search through a bag of 
world coins. Each scout 
could take as many as they 
wanted. I had 2x2 holders, in 
which the scouts got to insert 
coins. The scouts also were 
able to acquire 2009 

presidential dollars to place in a coin board. 
   During the program I had a door prize drawing. As a result, 
I gave out a number of coin books, coins and other items to 
the Boy Scouts. 
   I brought some current coin books with me for the Boy 
Scouts to see. These books were left with the base library, to 
add and update their library collection. 
   The program went very well. I was able to bring a part of 
the ANA to the South Pacific island of Kwajalein, to people 
far away from the U.S. I enjoyed working with the Boy Scouts 
and helping them with their merit badge requirements. Maybe 
some of the Boy Scouts will become young numismatists! 

 

6 RNA News 

 
Kwajalein at low tide 
 

 
Boy Scouts receiving coins for coin boards (photo by the author) 
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  RNA’s annual summer picnic will take place at 1 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 15. Like last year, this year’s picnic will be at 
the Stewart Lodge in Mendon Ponds Park. Instead of 
catering, as we’ve done in the past, this year’s $10 picnic 
charge gets you food from the grill, where president Peter 
Blaisdell will be cooking up steaks, hots and burgers. Please 
bring a side dish or a dessert to pass, and please let Peter 
know you’re coming if you haven’t yet signed up! 
  To get to Stewart Lodge, turn left into the first Mendon 
Ponds Park entrance (Canfield Road) coming south on 
Clover Street. At the intersection, turn right on Douglas 
Road. There will be an RNA sign. Turn right at the driveway 
to Stewart Lodge, where there will be another RNA sign. To 
view a map, please go to 
www.monroecounty.gov/File/MendonPark.pdf 

 
•     •     • 

  Do you want to keep in touch with the numismatic 
community during the RNA’s summer break? Join the RNA-
Public mailing list. This is a public email forum where RNA 
members and nonmembers can discuss any numismatic 
topic. This is a good forum for both beginners and 
experienced numismatists. Get answers to your questions 
and join in with your own answers. 
  An email sent to the list is broadcast to all the other list 
members. Your question is likely to find an answer here. 
More involved questions can be discussed in ongoing 
threads. 
  To join, send an email to RNA-Public-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Previous discussions can be 
read at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RNA-Public/. 

Tim Corio     
•     •     • 

  Nicholas Graver, a retired medical and industrial 
photographer, wants the RNA to know that he is interested 
in photographic-numismatic items. “My slide lecture has 
grown since 1972, with lots of input from friends and 
audiences,” Graver says.  
  He would like to know about any items of a numismatic 
nature that connect in any way with photography, the 
Eastman Kodak Company and the photo industry from the 
Daguerreian era (1840s) through every period and photo 
process. Graver is just as interested in photographic antiques 
with a connection to coins, medals, tokens, or paper money, 
and says he does not have to own the material, but just 
appreciates a good photo. Anyone who has any material, 
please contact Graver at 276 Brooklawn Drive, Rochester, 
NY 14618, or call him at (585) 244-4818, or email 

ngraver@rochester.rr.com 
 

•     •     • 
  RNA member Gil Comito said goodbye to the club at its 
last June meeting – but only temporarily. Gil is moving to 
Arizona to go to helicopter school, but he promises he’ll be 
back this fall for the RNA Coin Show. (Perhaps he’ll make a 
chopper landing on the roof of the Eisenhart Auditorium?) 
 

•     •     • 
Gerry Muhl’s writings are frequently seen in the pages of 
RNA News, of course – but our club’s historian is getting 
some ink on a bigger stage, too.  
  His article on “Striking Pieces of Eight in San Francisco,” 
which appeared a while back in RNA News, was prominently 
featured in the July issue of The Numismatist, the ANA’s 
national magazine. Congratulations, Gerry! 

   

New Members Corner 
Since the May/June issue of the RNA News, the following people have joined the RNA: 
 

Patrick J. Flynn, Rochester, NY 
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585-342-8206 –2064 East Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14622

MICHAEL OMELUCH, Professional Numismatist

 

 



The Calendar July-August 
 

• August 10-14 – ANA World’s Fair of Money – Hynes Convention Center, Boston Visit money.org for details – and check in 
with Scott Fybush if you’re interested in an RNA get-together in Boston! 

• Sunday, August 15 – RNA Summer Picnic – Mendon Ponds Park See page 7 for details 

• Thursday, September 2 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Bring your summer acquisitions, photos and stories for our annual “What 
I Did on my Summer Vacation” meeting! 

• Thursday, September 16 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting 

• Friday, September 17 – 7 PM – RJNA Meeting 

• Saturday, October 2 – BNA Annual Fall Convention Visit the-bna.com for details 

• Saturday, October 30-Sunday, October 31 – RNA’s 38th Annual Coin Show & Sale At the Eisenhart Auditorium, of course 
– more details in our September-October issue.  
 
Additional 2010-2011 Meetings: October 7, October 21, November 4, November 18, December 3, December 17,  January 6, 
January 20, February 3, February 17, March 3, March 17, April 7, April 21, May 5, May 19, June 2, June 16 
 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Steve Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

 
The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


