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By David Gottfried 
  By now I’m sure you’re all well 
aware that we are quickly 
approaching the centennial of the 
founding of the Rochester 
Numismatic Association. In honor 
of that great achievement, we have 
for the past several years been 
discussing the appropriate ways to 
celebrate this accomplishment.   
  As many of you may recall, the 
original intent was to lobby the 
American Numismatic Association 
to host a spring convention in 
Rochester in 2012 – much like the 
ANA did in 1912 when its 
convention took place at The Hotel 
Rochester. Alas, that’s not going to 
happen, but we are planning a series 
of programs sure to please! 
 

As with anything, however, we 
cannot achieve the successful year 
we all wish to see without your help.  
“So, how can I help!?” you may ask.  
Here’s how: 
  The RNA has been collecting 
separate 2012 donations over the 
past several years. Given the number 
of programs we are looking to hold, 
and the collectibles we’ll be minting 
and publishing, additional funding is 
needed. This can take the form of a 
sponsorship or advertisement in the 
centennial RNA News publication, 
which will include an updated and 
expanded history of the club, 
sponsorship of any of the programs 
we have planned or simply a 
donation that  

continued on page 6
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

  Thanks to all who attended the picnic. Your participation made it a great 
success. The good news is that we more than covered all expenses with some 
extra left over. The bad news was we had to endure a rainy day, although it 
didn't appear to dampen our spirits.  
  Some interesting items were sold in the white elephant auction, and I wound 
up with two of them.  
 

 
 
  Special thanks for all the great dishes brought by members – fresh fruit, 
veggies and dip, stromboli, three different dishes of beans, cake, etc.  I had 
some of everything and enjoyed it all!  
  I am, as I'm sure you all are, looking forward to the first meeting of the new 
season on September 2. There will be a board meeting at 7:30 before the regular 
meeting, and everyone is invited to attend. 
  See you there. 

Peter Blaisdell

2012 CENTENNIAL UPDATE 

Centennial celebrations ramp up 



THE PHOTO PAGE 
 

RNA members visit Boston, enjoy 
picnic 

 
 

  With the ANA’s National Money Show just a short drive away, many RNA members traveled to 
Boston to take in the numismatic exhibits and dealers. Among them were Tim and Darlene Corio, 
right, who ended up getting their picture snapped by an AP photographer as they looked into the 
“Ship of Gold” exhibit for a photo that ran in numerous newspapers and websites around the 
country. 
  Most of the rest of the RNA members who made it to Boston had to settle for being photographed 
by RNA News editor Scott Fybush instead… 
 

         
 
Above, John Zabel surveys the offerings at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing display, in a rare break from being hunched 
over the exhibits he was judging; Wayne and Pat Scheible pause in their rounds of the exhibit floor to say hello; editor Scott 
Fybush checks out the Olympic medals at the Royal Canadian Mint exhibit (photo by Garrett Wollman). 
 
Below, Joe and Andrew Mantione head out of the exhibit hall after their first day at the show; the Fords and the Muhls and 
Donovan Shilling enjoy some conversation (and numismatic oddities) at the RNA’s summer picnic (picnic photos on this page, 
cover and page 3 by Edie Coe). 
 

            
 

4 RNA News 



THE MUHL FILES 

How to make a killing in the gold market 
 
by Gerard Muhl 
 

  Today we look at news reports to see how the price of gold 
is rising. Less than a year ago I turned down gold coins at 
$920 an ounce, thinking the price was high. Today I would 
rush to buy at that price. Why is the price of bullion rising, we 
ask, just as people in Rochester were asking that question 146 
years ago during the last days of the Civil War. The rising 
price of bullion caused all gold and silver coin to disappear 
from circulation. Token coinage and paper issued in fractions 
of a dollar became the norm in commerce. Inflation due to 
war and a general distrust of paper money seemed to be the 
answer, but a more sinister 
undercurrent was also at 
work. 
  The date was May 17, 
1864. The Civil War had 
become a war of attrition. 
Hundreds of casualties were 
listed every day in the 
Rochester newspapers. 
Union General Ulysses S. 
Grant was in central 
Virginia, where the Battle of 
Spotsylvania had just cost 
him 17,000 casualties. 
Nearly 100,000 of his 
soldiers who signed up for 
100 days were scheduled to 
be mustered out soon. 
Greater losses were 
expected soon at 
Fredericksburg. 
  Into this picture of doom 
came New York City 
resident Joseph Howard Jr. He sought to get rich quickly 
from bad war news. To that end, he sought out a Mr. Kent of 
Kent and Clapp – New York money traders. He showed 
them a bogus proclamation he had drawn up, supposedly 
signed by President Abraham Lincoln. 
  The bogus Lincoln message called for a “day of fasting and 
humiliation and prayer” because of military reverses in 
various parts of the nation. It also called for a new draft of 
400,000 soldiers between the ages of 18 and 45. Kent knew 
that such bad news would drive the value of the dollar down, 
and the subsequent value of gold to new highs. A killing 
could be made if gold orders could be correctly placed before 
the bogus proclamation hit the press. 
  The stage was set on May 17, 1864. Five telegraph operators 
working for the Independent Telegraph Company were 
bribed to send Joseph Howard’s “Lincoln” proclamation. 
Every newspaper in the Associated Press received the fateful 

message. It was sent late in the day so checking its veracity 
would be difficult. Print men at eastern newspapers might 
pick up the proclamation and add it to a late edition just to fill 
space. 
  The Rochester Daily Democrat noted on May 20, 1864 that 
most papers did not take the bait. One day after the telegram 
was sent, Secretary of State William Seward denounced the 
proclamation as bogus. But the damage was done. Two New 
York City newspapers, the Journal of Commerce and the New 
York World, printed the full proclamation. Gold brokers 
began to buy. Before days’ end, gold rose eight percent to 
$184 an ounce. The price began to sink as Seward’s denial hit 

the press. Kent and Clapp made 
a small fortune. 
  General John Adams Dix 
ordered the Journal of Commerce 
and the World newspapers shut 
down. Joseph Howard was 
arrested on May 23, 1864, and 
confessed his role in the plot. He 
was sent under guard to Fort 
Lafayette. The five telegraph 
operators were also arrested, and 
the Independent Telegraph 
Company taken over by the 
government for a time. 
  Joseph Howard, the 
perpetrator, remained in prison 
until his former employer and 
good friend Henry Ward Beecher 
interceded on his behalf with 
President Lincoln. No charges 
were ever brought against bullion 
brokers Kent and Clapp. 
  As an aside, the draft to replace 

the 100,000 men who signed up for 100 days was called off. 
Enough volunteers signed up to make the draft unnecessary. 
Perhaps it was patriotism, or perhaps it was the $400 bounties 
given to those willing to fight. Every day the  
Rochester Union and Advertiser newspaper highlighted those 
bounties in big print. After all, at the time $400 was 
considered a good year’s pay! 
  On May 26, 1864, the Rochester Democrat printed a two-
sentence notice: “The new cent coin has appeared in this city. 
It is thinner and cheaper-looking than the nickel cent, and 
will probably not be kept in the old stocking.” The editor felt, 
it being bronze, that it would actually begin to circulate and 
not be hoarded. As a collector, I’m not sure how many MS-
65 1864-L Indian cents I would have circulated. 
  Thus we see that as many things change, many seem to stay 
the same and actually repeat in modern times. 
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COUNTDOWN TO COIN SHOW 

Work begins on RNA’s fall coin show and sale 
 
 The end of October usually means Halloween, but this year 
it also means the RNA’s 38th Annual Coin Show and Sale – 
and there’s nothing 
scary about that! 
  The show will run 
October 30 and 31, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, in the 
Eisenhart 
Auditorium of the 
Rochester Museum 
& Science Center, 
657 East Avenue. 
  As always, 
admission and 
parking are free. 
  Bill Coe, head of 
the coin show 
committee, hopes 
that every member 
of the club will take 
advantage of the 
opportunity to visit several coin dealers at one location. 
  “It is a very efficient way to find just that right item you are 
looking for,” Coe says. “You can actually hold and see each 
item to evaluate it without the need to send it back and forth 
in the mails. Likewise, if you have items to dispose of, the 
transaction can take place right there without complications.” 
  The show is a club project, so the committee would like as 
many members as possible to help organize and present the 
show. 
  “You will find that it is a very rewarding experience,” Coe 
says. “You will have the opportunity to rub elbows with the 

dealers and expand your knowledge in many numismatic 
areas.” 

  Coe says it’s also a 
great way to get to 
know other club 
members better, as 
everyone will be 
working closely 
together. 
  At the next few 
RNA meetings, the 
committee will 
send around sheets 
to sign up to help 
with different 
aspects of the 
show. There are 
many areas that 
need volunteers, 
including making 
lunch for the 
dealers, greeting 
show attendees and 
helping with prize 

drawings. Times to help are available throughout the 
weekend, and Coe helps many members will participate. 
  “Over the years, the RNA has thrived because of this type 
of fellowship,” Coe says.  
  In addition to the dealers’ tables and prize drawings, the 
show will once again feature numismatic exhibits. The 
committee encourages every member to develop a display to 
enter in the exhibit contest. The winner will receive the 
prestigious Alphonse Kolb “Best of Show” award, complete 
with a plaque. Anyone interested should see Gerry Muhl or 
John Zabel to arrange for display cases. They can also 
provide pointers on how to present an exhibit. 

 

2012 Centennial Celebration update 
continued from page 3 
 

will contribute to paying for all 2012-related activities. As 
fundraising subcommittee chair, I would like to see the club 
raise an additional $3,500 between now and the end of 2011, 
which will significantly offset the costs of holding all the 
wonderful programs you’ll be enjoying. 
  Subcommittee chairs are being tasked with a number of 
responsibilities, and they can use your help. These committee 
chairs include the following people: 
Bill Coe – 2012 Coin Show 
Steve Eisinger & David Gottfried – 100th Anniversary 
Banquet 
David Gottfried – Fundraising and Finance 

Gerry Muhl – 100th Anniversary Medal and 
Memorabilia 
Tim Corio – Publicity and Website 
Scott Fybush – 100th Anniversary Publication 
TBD – Educational Programming  

  At the September meeting, subcommittee chairs will be 
reaching out to you, the members, for assistance. Feel free to 
contact any of us in advance if you’re willing to help out with 
any of these subcommittees.   
  A full description of the tasks that need to be accomplished, 
and by when, will be available at that time. I look forward to 
working with all of you on a successful centennial celebration! 
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Visitors enjoy the 2009 RNA Coin Show. 



 

Club News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and NotesClub News and Notes    
     

  The RNA is sad to report three club-related deaths: 
 

  John Nowak, Member Number 10, died July 24. He 
was 90. 
  Mr. Nowak joined the Rochester Numismatic 
Association on February 25, 1964 and was a member for 
46 years. 
  Mr. Nowak was predeceased by his wife, Rose (Kucy) 
and sister Anne (Nowak) Meyrath. He is survived by his 
children William (Tracy), Robert (Karen) and Kristine; 
grandchildren William John Jr. and Stephen Wesley; 
brothers- & sisters-in-law; several nieces & nephews; and 
his very close friends Willard Haase, Jerald Bullock and 
Robert Paul. 
  Mr. Nowak served in the U.S. Navy during World War 
II in the Pacific Theater, participating in the invasion of 
Okinawa. He was an active member of numerous 
organizations, including the Rochester Ukrainian Federal 
Credit Union. He was the longtime treasurer and 
bowling manager of the Ukrainian Civic Center. He was 
also involved with the Ukrainian National & Fraternal 
Associations, the Central Game Preserve and the John 
Onufryk Post #1590. Onufryk was a tool and die maker, 
and part owner of Eltee Tool & Development Company. 
  The body was interred privately at Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Irondequoit/Poltava Sister Cities – 
Ukrainian Rochester Collection, c/o Ukrainian Federal 
Credit Union, Acct #107131-001, 824 East Ridge Road, 
Rochester, NY 14621. 
 

•     •     • 
 

  Lois P. Vaccarella, mother of Ted Vaccarella, died on 
July 24. She was 92. Mrs. Vaccarella was predeceased by 
her husband of 66 years, Louis J. Vaccarella. We express 
our condolences to Ted and Bonnie and their family. 
 

•     •     • 
 

  Eileen M. Bleier, wife of former RNA member Ralph 
Bleier, died on July 29. We express our condolences to 
Ralph and his family. 

 

•     •     • 
 

  Congratulations to the RNA’s Member #1, Charlie 
Ricard: He’s been named honorary chairman of the 
2011 ANA World’s Fair of Money, to be held in the 
Chicago suburb of Rosemont, Illinois. Charlie’s “other” 
club, the Chicago Coin Club, was named host club. 
  It will be a busy year for Charlie: He’s also the general 
chairman of the RNA’s centennial celebration in 2012! 
  (See page 3 for the latest news on our club’s centennial 
events.) 
  By the way, if you’re making travel plans, the 2011 
ANA show in Chicago will be the first of at least four 
there: the ANA has committed to Chicago as its summer 
convention site in 2013, 2014 and 2015 as well. The 2012 
show will be in Philadelphia, a site the ANA had already 
chosen before settling on Chicago as a new semi-
permanent home for the World’s Fair of Money. 
 

•     •     • 
 

  Want to help your club? The RNA News needs your 
assistance! Not only are we always looking for articles – 
we’re also looking for someone interested in taking on 
the very important work of selling ads and the even more 
important work of billing and collecting payments for 
them. You’ll get to work with both the editors and our 
treasurer – and you’ll get the satisfaction of knowing 
you’re helping fund club activities and defraying the cost 
of producing the newsletter. 
  Contact the RNA News editors, Scott and Lisa Fybush, 
if you’re interested! 
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The Calendar September-October 
 

• Thursday, September 2 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Bring your summer acquisitions, photos and stories for our annual “What 
I Did on my Summer Vacation” meeting! A board meeting will precede the regular meeting, at 7 PM. All are 
welcome to attend! 

• Thursday, September 16 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Gerry Muhl speaks on “The Almighty Dollar: A History of the Paper 
Dollar” 

• Friday, September 17 – 7 PM – RJNA Meeting  Come welcome our young numismatists to another year.   

• Saturday, October 2 – BNA Annual Fall Convention Visit the-bna.com for details. 

• Thursday, October 7 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Want to give a talk? Sign up with Chip Scoppa at the next meeting. 

• Friday, October 15 – 7 PM – RJNA Meeting Support the next generation of coin collectors. 

• Thursday, October 21 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting Get pumped for the coin show next week! 

• Saturday, October 30-Sunday, October 31 – RNA’s 38th Annual Coin Show & Sale At the Eisenhart Auditorium, of course 
– more details on page 6.  

 
Additional 2010-2011 Meetings: November 4, November 18, December 2, December 16, January 6, January 20, February 3, 
February 17, March 3, March 17, April 7, April 21, May 5, May 19, June 2, June 16 
 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs 
downstairs to our lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if you need a ride or directions. 

 

 
RJNA meetings are held in either the ballroom of the Eisenhart Auditorium building or an upstairs classroom at the Gannett School; follow 

the signs posted on the building’s doors or call Joe Lanzafame at 288-1932 for more information. 

 
The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to rnanews@fybush.com or PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


