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RNA  News 
The official journal of the Rochester Numismatic Association 

 
April - May 2011 

 
This is the first bi-monthly edition of the new 
RNA newsletter. We hope you like the format 
and that you find it useful. We particularly hope 
you enjoy the articles and that you might take 
time to write a two-page article about your 
specialty in collecting. Areas to consider are: 
history of a coin or coin series (i.e. Barber 
dimes), comments on the aesthetics of a coin 
or medal issue, a book review of a numismatic 
book or a numismatic work of fiction, or any 
other topic related to the hobby. We also take 
questions, puzzles, cartoons, coin jokes (as 
there are such things), and puns. Send your 
ideas to Gerry Muhl or bring them to a club 
meeting (and email them to Ted Vaccarella). 
 
Important - Did you remember to pay your 
dues this year? Contact the treasurer if you 

don't know your status (a dues notice was 
published on page 2 of the November-
December RNA News). Keeping your $25 
membership up-to-date guarantees your RNA 
medal will be held for you. If you want the 
medal mailed, send $3 to the club at our post 
office box (that's still a good deal). 
 
Remember that the RNA holds an auction after 
every meeting. Spirited bidding has been in 
evidence. Better quality, different and 
interesting material is always welcome. The 
annual BIG CLUB AUCTION is scheduled for 
June 16, 2011. Save some cash for the event! 
Bring your own material to add to the variety. 
 
 
Gerard Muhl

 
* * * * * * * * * * 
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Curious Currency by Robert Leonard Jr.: A book review by Gerard Muhl 
 
"The use of money today is so ubiquitous that we seldom give thought to why it functions the way it does, how it 
came to be, or what we would do without it." Thus begins this new (2010) book from Whitman Publishing, LLC. In 
the well-illustrated 152 page account author Robert Leonard Jr. gives a quick history of what once was called "odd 
and curious" money. Cattle, pigs, ingots, knives, trade blankets and wampum are just a few of the topics covered. 
 
In all, Leonard deals briefly with over 100 different forms of primitive and not-so-primitive mediums of exchange. 
It's a good introduction to a topic in which few books are in print or available to the numismatist and collector. For 
$12.95 the book is a deal and should be on every collector's shelf of numismatic works. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Club News and Notes
A new book is in the offing for the club's 100th anniversary in 2012. It will deal with fifty interesting coins 
from the RNA Collection. Each coin picked for the work will be expertly photographed by Tim Corio. On the 
facing page from each photo will be a story about the coin written by different club members. Stay tuned for 
more on this subject. 

 
The RNA's 100th Anniversary Commemorative medal is a work in progress. It will be a solid copper 2.5 inch 
antique design. The work is in the hands of former U. S. Mint coin designer and die cutter Tom Rogers. Rogers 
was responsible for over twenty commemorative coin designs (check your Red Book for his work). Two of your 
Editor's favorites are the 1992 Columbus Quincentenary dollar and the 1991 50th Anniversary of WWII dollar. 
Our medal should be outstanding. 
 
A 100th anniversary history of the RNA is also being prepared. It will be ready in 2012. 
 
Would you like to advertise in future editions of the new RNA News? Anything from a business card size ad to a 
full page is available. Help support RNA and get your word out. Contact Ted Vaccarella for rates and more 
information. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

A Story of Sunken Treasure in the R.N.A. Collection 
By Gerard Muhl 
 
 It was a clear moon lit night on the inky black waters on the Arabian Sea that August 29, 1944. The S.S. 
John Barry, one of 2710 Liberty Ships launched during World War II, was sailing a zigzag pattern at twelve 
knots. The ship was 127 miles off the east coast of Oman. Nearby in the 8500 foot deep water sailed the 
German U-boat U-859. 
 In June, earlier that year, the John Barry sailed into New York harbor. It was met by several trucks 
loaded with 420 tons of silver recently rather hastily shipped from the U. S. Silver Depository at West Point, 
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New York. Besides the silver, the John Barry loaded a cargo destined for Lend-Lease to Russia. Tractors, 
telegraph wire, spam, dry eggs, Studebaker trucks, tools, cotton cloth, and radio equipment were destined for 
the Russian war effort. Tons of steel and railroad rails completed the New York cargo. 
 The S.S. John Barry next sailed to Philadelphia where it on-loaded seventeen tons of freshly minted 
Saudi silver riyal coins for King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud. The .917 fine silver coins were dated 1936 and carried a 
legend, "Made in Mecca," but all were struck at the Philadelphia Mint in 1944. With the 750 boxes of coins 
loaded the John Barry was almost ready to sail. The crew of 44 climbed the gangplank as did 27 U.S. Navy 
sailors. The navy men had the job of guarding the silver and operating the two deck guns. Two OSS operatives 
also boarded although their secret mission was never revealed. 

 
 
 The S.S. John Barry set sail for the Mediterranean July 24, 1944 with an escort of war ships. It was an 
uneventful trip through the Atlantic and by mid-August the Liberty Ship was sailing through the Suez Cana1. 
On August 26, 1944 it reached Aden. It no longer had the protection of war ships. The British navy, in charge of 
that area felt there was no need for an escort. The Barry next sailed for the Arabian east coast port of Ras 
Tanurah where the three million riyal coins were to be delivered to the Saudis by the new American Consul, 
Parker Hart. The 750 boxes of coins would never make it. 
 Korvetten Kapitan Jan Jebsen of the Nazi submarine U-859 spotted the S.S. John Barry alone in the 
bright moonlight. He moved his craft closer for the kill. Two torpedoes were fired; two hit their target. The fully 
loaded ship began to sink. The men aboard lowered lifeboats and within fifteen minutes began abandoning the 
floundering craft. The submarine captain watched. 
 When it seemed that all the Americans had left the ship the U-boat fired one last torpedo. It hit mid ship 
causing the S.S. John Barry to begin its slide to the icy depths almost 8,500 feet down. All but two men 
survived the sinking and were picked up by British ships within the week. The U-boat survived a mere twenty-
five more days until it was sunk by HMS Trenchant, a British T-class hunter submarine, on September 23, 
1944. 
 The treasure of silver bars and Saudi coins lay quietly under nearly two miles of water until the 
technology of being able to recover it advanced. In the late 1980's the U.S. Government auctioned off rights to 
salvage the ship. After a number of false starts the Ocean Group along with Sheikh Ahmid of Muscat began 
recovery operations in March 1991. 
 First a remotely operated mini-sub was sent to chart the exact location of the S.S. John Barry. It found 
the ship but also recorded that the heavy cargo hatch was still in place. On a subsequent dive explosive charges 
were used to breach hatch number three where the coins were believed to be stowed. Cameras now returned 
pictures of literally millions of riyal silver coins scattered everywhere. Using a large "grab" attached to a 9000 
foot cable the Ocean Group's crew was able to recover nearly one and a half million silver coins. The way the 
ship was sitting on the bottom, however, prevented recovery of the over 400 tons of silver bars. It remains on 
the bottom until new technologies are developed. 
 Speculation as to why so much silver was on board goes in many directions. Some say it was payment to 
the Saudis for services rendered to the U. S. war effort, in particular for oil. Others feel it was a bribe to Abdul 
Aziz for not causing trouble for Zionists in Palestine. The 5.5 x 11 x 3.25 inch silver bars are another story. 
They were apparently destined for Abadan, Iran where they along with Lend-Lease trucks and other materials 
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were to be sent to Joseph Stalin's U.S.S.R. No doubt the money would help in the Russian war effort. It might 
also have been designed to guarantee the safe return of allied prisoners of war being held by the Russians. The 
documentation for the eventual use of the precious metal seems to have disappeared from the official records. 
 The recovered coins make for interesting speculation as to their role in the Second World War. Come to 
the next meeting of the R.N.A. to see and hold one of these (1944) Saudi Arabian one riyal pieces from the 
clubs' collection. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

Notice to Members: 
It has been proposed that annual dues of the 

Association be reduced from $25 to $20 per year 
effective for 2011-12. Dues would include the bronze 

Presidential medal, if produced, and electronic 
delivery of RNA News. For delivery of the newsletter 

by regular mail, the additional annual cost will be $5. 
This proposal will be voted on by the members 

present at the RNA annual meeting on 
Thursday, June 2nd, 2011. 

********** 
 

Place Your Ad Here! 
Dealers and Sponsors 

 
Support your Association and this Newsletter 

 
Business card ad:  $25 per year 
One-quarter page ad:  $40 per year 
Full-page ad:            $150 per year 

Rates effective July 2011-June 2012 
Email Ted at tedvacc@yahoo.com 

**********

The RNA in the 1930's 
 
April 7, 1931: Motion passed: all coins not suitable for exhibits to be turned over to the Museum for use in 
circulating educational exhibits. 
April 8, 1933: Joint meeting with Buffalo Coin Club in Batavia. This was an annual event. 
April 2, 1935: RNA draws up a resolution against newspaper ads deceptively offering to buy or sell coins. 
April 16, 1935: Resolution passed that money from any club coins sold to be used to buy coins or books. 
April 7, 1936: RNA meets in 2nd floor of Museum next to Coin Room. Members express disgust at not being 
able to order Rhode Island half dollars as big dealers bought them all for speculation. 
April 6, 1937: Rochester Historical Society proposed to Congress a Denonville-LaSalle 250th anniversary 
Commemorative 50 cent piece.  
April 2, 1937: Color movies of the last RNA picnic shown at club meeting. (Could they still exist?) 
April 18, 1939: Joint meeting with Caledonia and Perry coin clubs at Rochester. 
 
The RNA in the 1940's 
 
May 5, 1942: RNA presidential medal can't be struck in bronze due to WWII shortages. Plastic copies are made 
instead. 
May 19, 1942: Mr. Sloan and RNA member Cady are appointed air raid wardens for meetings at Museum to 
direct members to safety if an air raid happens during a meeting. 
May 10, 1943: For National Coin Week members set up five coin displays around town and participate in a 
radio broadcast on WSAY. 
May 4, 1948: Franklin halves first seen at an RNA meeting. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart 
Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School 
doors and follow the signs downstairs to the lower-level meeting room. All are welcome! Call Dave Gottfried at 738-0908 if 
you need a ride or directions. 
 
RJNA meetings are also held in the lower level meeting room at Eisenhart Auditorium; for more information, call RJNA 
advisor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240 for more information. 
 
The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send them to Ted Vaccarella at tedvacc@yahoo.com.  
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The Calendar April - May 2011 
− Thursday, April 7 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: John and Sheryl Zabel will make the first husband and wife 
team presentation. Their topic is "Coins of Leopold the Hogmouth." Leopold was king of Hungary and Holy 
Roman Emperor, and not too concerned about appearances. 
− Friday, April 15 – 7:30 PM: The Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meets in Eisenhart Auditorium. 
This may be audition night for the Meinhart Speaking Contest. Play "stump the advisor." Will there be more medals from 
RJNA? 
− Thursday, April 21 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Sue Scoppa will speak about the founding of Rome. She went 
all the way to Rome, Italy, in February for background on this talk. Bring a Roman coin to show at the meeting. 
− Thursday, May 5 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Board meeting @7:30: Grant Hobika has a talk about "Columbia the 
Gem." Is that gem proof? He will discuss the allegorical figure of Columbia as seen on coins and medals. One example of 
Columbia on our coins is that on the Panama Pacific Exposition half dollar and $2.50 gold. If Columbia is in your 
collection bring her in to show. 
− Thursday, May 19 – 7:30 PM – RNA Meeting (Note Earlier Time): Members of RJNA will participate in the 
annual Meinhart Speaking Contest. RNA has sponsored RJNA for over 60 years. It's always a fun meeting; 
remember - pizza and soda will be served. If you were a member of the junior club, bring a story to share. Who 
can tell us about Edward Meinhart or William Elston and their role as RJNA advisors? 
− Friday, May 20 – 6 PM – RNA Annual Banquet: honoring past President Steve Eisinger at the Green Lantern Inn. 
Sign up and remit payment to RNA at the meetings of April 7 & 15 or May 5; after that, mail it to the Treasurer at the 
RNA post office address. No reservations accepted without pre-payment by May 16. Tickets are $35 per person in 
advance (or a limited number of $40 tickets at the door). The Green Lantern Inn has an entrance available at the front of 
the building for direct access to the lower dining room without using stairs. 
− Thursday, June 2 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Annual meeting; the RNA Scavenger Hunt Reports 
− Thursday, June 16 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Get your cash out for the club’s annual auction! 
− Friday, June 17 – 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 
− Sunday, August 14 – 1:00 PM – RNA annual picnic: save the date 
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