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The Steve Eisinger Medal 
 

Steve writes: "Ah yes, about the hands. Traditionally each Past President Honoree has the option of 
“personalizing” his or her medal with some symbol of significance....I thought..." (Continued on page 4) 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Coming up: 39th Annual Coin Show & Sale, November 5 & 6 
Also: Dennis DeYoung writes about "The Coin Expert;" Steve Eisinger discusses the 
98th Presidential medal; from the President - Chip Scoppa; and more... 
(PLUS-Don't forget the picnic August 14, 1-5 pm; Board Meeting at noon; details in June-Summer issue.) 
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 Numismatist of the Year Tim Corio with Chip Scoppa         Steve Eisinger Receives the 98th Presidential Medal from Bill Coe 
 
Musings from your President 
 June came quickly this year.  I was preparing myself for the thought of being the RNA's President, but it 
still crept up on me. All at once I was standing there listening to Art Cohen saying the words to the oath of 
office that we all were about to attest to and it hit me... I will be the President when I affirm to the oath. We got 
through the oath and Peter handed me the gavel and for my FIRST ACT AS THE RNA's 100th President I 
closed the meeting that lovely June evening. 
 Now for the hard part, making it through the year and then turning the gavel over to John Lighthouse 
next June.  I say hard, but it really is not.  We are blessed with a wonderful club and more than that with a 
wonderful membership.  It amazes me how such a diverse group of people can come together and enjoy such an 
interesting hobby together.  There are so many areas of interest in our hobby that we all could pick different 
ones and very few would overlap.  Heck, I have very few 1933 coins, but I know someone who has a lot and is 
so willing to share his interests with all of us.  I am so lucky to have a wife who by chance propelled me into a 
new area of collecting that pushed me to learn more about and will keep leading me to learn more about ancient 
Rome and the coins from that era. Another RNA member shared some knowledge with me about one of my 
favorite coins, the 1943 "Steelie" and again propelled me into a new area of collecting: coins made by the US 
Mint for other countries. By sharing with me that we made coins for Belgium out of the same planchets that we 
used in 1943 for our unique steel cent he made me aware of their 1944 Two Franc piece (now this is my favorite 
"foreign" coin).  I could go on and on, but you get point, we have a wonderful hobby with an endless amount of 
variety that even a diverse group of people could find a lot in common.  
 We are going to have a special year and a lot of activities are planned, so hold onto your hats and let's 
jump in....  A good start is the picnic to be held August 14th at White Brook Nature Area, Fairport. 
 Not too many clubs can claim 100 years of continuous meetings and our history is RICH from all of 
those who have come before us.  I would like to make it a point to showcase a lot of the heritage and treasures 
that past members have thought so much about as to give to our club for the future members to see, or better yet 
learn more about. One of my goals as your President is to help get more of our treasures out of the storage and 
into the open for members to see.  We are so lucky to have members who help do this regularly at our meetings. 
This year we will also feature some of the club's collection in a publication that many club members had a hand 
in creating. All in all, I hope that our 100th year will be an outstanding one and please, please, please do 
something with other club members that you ENJOY.  Another one of my goals is keeping the FUN in our club. 
 
Chip Scoppa, your "Triple Digit President" 
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The Coin Expert 
By Dennis DeYoung 
 
   Inspector John J. Pittman and Sergeant Kolb turned into a narrow side street and headed toward the 
little shop of C. J. Silver, buyer and seller of coins and medals.  They stood in front of the shop for a few 
minutes, studying the trays of coins on display.  Then, after briefly consulting an inventory of stolen 
property, the Inspector put the list inside his jacket and went to the door.  As he turned the handle, a 
young man came to the door and unbolted it. 
   "You're in late this morning," said the Inspector, as he walked inside, followed by Sergeant Kolb.  "Is Mr. 
Silver in?" 
   "Mr. Silver is my uncle.  I'm helping him as much as I can until he can get around again," explained the 
young man.  "He hurt his foot badly a few days ago, but he comes in every day anyway.  I actually couldn't 
manage this place if he didn't - I don't really know anything about coins.  He's in his workroom at the 
back, sorting out a batch of coins.  I've just been making us some coffee." 
   "We know your Uncle George very well," said Inspector Pittman.  "We're police officers.  Sorry to hear 
about his accident.  Our question won't keep you long.  Your uncle is one of the great authorities on 
ancient coins.  His own private collection is worth a fortune, as I'm sure you know.  I remember him 
telling me that as an only child and a lifelong bachelor, he's used to being on his own and really prefers 
his own company, but I'm sure he's glad to have you around at a time like this." 
   "I hope so," said the young man.  "I'm doing my best.  Now how can I help you?  I hope Uncle hasn't 
been breaking the law." 
   "No, nothing like that," said the Inspector.  "It's a general query about ancient Roman and Persian 
coins.  It cropped up the other day at the station, and I'd like to be sure about it.  We have in the evidence 
locker one from the Parthian Hegemony, as I recall, a Gotarzes I. It’s a drachm with the bust on the 
obverse with a medium beard, wearing a tiara, with horn in center, and stags on top.  The reverse shows 
a seated archer holding a bow.  However, we think it might be a fake.  Will you go ask your uncle whether 
the date on an early Persian coin has the B.C. in front of it or after it?  For example, B.C. 55 or 55 B.C.?  I 
think 55 B.C. is correct." 
   The young man disappeared into the back of the store and Inspector Pittman turned to Sergeant 
Kolb.  "The man's a fraud, Alphonse," he said.  "When he comes back out here with the answer, and if I 
put my hand up on the coin case, grab the man and hold him.  Otherwise, leave the next move to 
me.  The real business we came about can wait." 
   "You were right, Officer," said the man as he came back into the room, "55 B.C. is correct." 
   Inspector Pittman put his hand on the case.  Sergeant Kolb grabbed the man in a vise-like hold.  The 
Inspector dashed through to the back room and found Mr. Silver lying bound and gagged and in a dazed 
state. 
   "How did you know that fellow was a fraud?" asked Mr. Silver later, after a police van had taken the 
man away. 
   "He made three slips, Mr. Silver," answered John Pittman.  "Or rather, I led him into making three slips." 
   "I spotted two of them," said Sergeant Kolb. 
   How many did you spot? 

Clues on page 6.                                Answer on page 7. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
About the 98th Presidential Medal 
By Steve Eisinger, RNA President - 2010 

Serving as an Officer in the RNA is generally conceded to be hard work. The Secretary, the Treasurer, 
and the Vice President all have specific duties which require forethought, punctuality, some technical 
(computer) skill, and persistence. It is worthwhile; there is no better way to learn the inner workings of the RNA 
and to learn about coins as well. 
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By the time one reaches President, the necessity to be at almost every meeting is still there but the work 

load diminishes—all you really have to do is run the meetings and look pretty. The perks start to kick in, 
reaching their apex at the Banquet, when the Presidential Medal is presented, usually after a roast (gentle this 
year, thanks to Chip Scoppa). 

I gave almost no thought at all to my medal until after the John Stephens Medal was presented. Then I 
realized with both pleasure and anxiety that I was next, and I had better start working on it. 

Fortunately Bill Coe makes it easy. He shepherds Past Presidents through the process with skill and 
humor. It is not a simple process. First there is a photo session. The photographer (Joe Wierzbowski of 
Plymouth Photo Studio) takes a series of technical photos to enable the designer to work in 3D. Then the 
graphic designer (Bill “Old Dog” Durand) goes to work, and the general appearance of the medal begins to 
emerge. Both these guys are great characters. A dozen e-mails and small adjustments to the image then 
transpire, and off goes the final image to the engraver. As you all probably know, there are two different 
techniques for preparing the die, and I chose the more elaborate one, executed by Luigi Badia. This technique 
costs more—the extra expense is born by the honoree—but makes for a more artistic image. 

Then the honoree has the pleasure of going to the North American Mint and actually striking a test 
specimen of the medal itself on a pure copper planchet, using 235 tons of pressure:  Lots of fun. 

Then the presentation itself: I hope that if you were there you enjoyed the evening as much as I did. I 
didn’t think I would be sentimental about it, but I invited nine guests: my brother and his wife, the childhood 
friend flying in from Seattle with whom I first started coin collecting, various ladies with whom I work and who 
put up with my coin stories, and of course my wife, who puts up with a lot! My kids didn’t come. I offered them 
a silver medal if they came and a bronze if they didn’t come, but neither could swing it from far away. (They 
get the silver anyway.) I love the RNA and I love the medal. I felt sentimental. 

Ah yes, about the hands. Traditionally each Past President honoree has the option of “personalizing” his 
or her medal with some symbol of significance. This might be a military insignia, or a professional symbol. The 
actual image of the honoree may be varied. In the past there have been full frontal views, full side profiles, and 
half torso busts. I thought: “What is special about me?” Well, I am an obstetrician and gynecologic surgeon. I 
have performed thousands of surgical procedures and deliveries in my long professional career. I think of my 
hands as agents of comforting and healing, and sometimes rescue. My hands are important to me.  So there they 
are - the pose chosen from many pics (some of them ridiculous) that the photographer and I devised. I am not 
actually doing anything special with my hands, just posing. 

I would encourage some of the newer members to consider taking the long, worthwhile journey of 
serving as an Officer in the RNA with the medal as a small tangible reward. And I encourage every future Past 
President to bring to the medal design a measure of innovation and wit. (Peter, Chip, John, and John, are you 
listening?) 

I hope you like the medal. I am looking forward to the day, perhaps fifty years hence, when the medal is 
worth something at auction!  

* * * * * * * * * * 
Stay tuned - the RNA 100th anniversary medal will 
soon be a reality. It will be 2.5 x 2.5 inches in 
diameter, struck in antique bronze. The plaster 
models have been created by US Mint designer/ 
engraver Tom Rogers. 
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The Coin Expert – Clues - Look again at the coin expert’s name, the young man’s relationship to him, 
and the date of the coin. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Thirty-ninth Annual C O I N Show and Sale - November 5 & 6, 2011 
Reported by Bill Coe, Coin Committee Chairman and RNA President, 1977 
 
Obviously, it is hoped by the Coin Show Committee that every R.N.A. member will take advantage of this 
opportunity to visit several coin dealers at one location. It is a very efficient way to find just that right item you 
are looking for. You can actually hold and see each item to evaluate it without the need to 
send it back and forth in the mails. Likewise, if you have items to dispose of, the transaction 
can take place right there without complications. 
 
Help Your Club - Since the show is a club project, it is expected that as many members as 
possible will participate in its presentation. Actually, you will find that it is a very rewarding experience. You 
will have the opportunity to rub elbows with the dealers and expand your knowledge in many numismatic areas. 
Also, it will give you a chance to work with and get to know the other club members better. 
Sign-up sheets will be sent around for the various activities for which we need help. Please show up at the Show 
and be as generous with your time as you can. Several types of activity and many time frames are available. 
Over the years, the R.N.A. has thrived because of this type of fellowship.  
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Present a Display - You are encouraged to develop a display to enter in the Exhibit Contest. At stake is the 
prestigious Alphonse Kolb “Best of Show” award. It is a beautiful plaque that you can be proud to display. 
Please see Gerry Muhl or John Zabel to arrange for the cases (32" x 20") you will need. Also, check with 
them if you want some pointers on how to present your exhibit.

Club News and Notes
 
Thank You to member Richard Nachbar for a very generous gift to the RNA 2012 committee. 
 
In our last issue we reported that Joshua 
Buchiere won the Meinhart Speaking 
Contest. He spoke about Capped Head to 
Left Half Eagles. The other speakers 
included Luke Nicosia on Double Eagles, 
and Will Riedlinger: A Curious Symbol on 
Coins and Some Currency (Pileus Liberty 
Hat and Poles). In what we believe is a 
"first" for RNA, Ann Cole, granddaughter of 
Edward Meinhart, participated as one of the 
judges and presented the trophies. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
BE sure to pick up your past president 
Steve Eisinger medal at the September 
meeting, or send the club Treasurer three 
dollars to cover the cost of mailing it to you. 

 
Cole, Buchiere, Riedlinger and Nicosia

RNA 2011-2012 MEMBERSHIP DUES are payable as of July 1st each year. Dues are $25 for either a family 
or individual membership. Remit an additional $3 if you want us to mail your presidential medal. RNA is a tax 
exempt organization under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Donations are always welcome, for 
example, for the 2012 fund, for the John Jay Pittman Memorial Library or for the RNA Collection. See also the 
dues notice published in the June-Summer issue of RNA News. 
 
The Coin Expert – Answer 
   John Pittman tested the young man by referring to Mr. Silver as his Uncle “George,” which the man 
didn’t question, although, being “C. J.” Silver, he was obviously not a George. 
   Mr. Silver, being an only child and lifelong bachelor, could not be anybody’s uncle. 
   No coin could be given a B.C. date, because nobody knew beforehand how many years later Christ 
would be born, which showed that the young man had not asked Mr. Silver, who would certainly have 
known this. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart 
Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building 
behind the Museum. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs downstairs to the lower-
level meeting room. All are welcome! If you have difficulty with stairs ask the receptionist in the auditorium for elevator 
directions. 
 
Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are also held in the lower level meeting room at Eisenhart 
Auditorium; for more information, call RJNA advisor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240 for more information. 
 



 

 

8 
The Calendar Summer - October 2011 

 
-- Sunday, August 14: 1:00 - 5:00 – RNA Annual Picnic at White Brook Nature Area Park; Board meeting at 
noon. The cost is $10 per person to cover costs of park permit and club-provided food (bring a dish to pass and 
a white elephant item to auction). Chip Scoppa will teach geocaching; hiking with Steve Eisinger. More details 
are in the June-Summer RNA News. Contact VP John Lighthouse a.s.a.p. to sign up for the picnic. 
-- Thursday, September 1: 8 PM – RNA Meeting: What I did this summer in numismatics. 
-- Thursday, September 15: 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Chip Scoppa - Foreign US Coins 
-- Friday, September 16: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting: What I did this summer in numismatics. 
-- Thursday, October 6: 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Jerry Vaccarella - Abe Lincoln and the 1939 Worlds Fair 
-- Thursday, October 20: 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Scott Fybush - to be determined 
-- Friday, October 21: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting: election of officers 
-- Thursday, November 3: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Lisa Fybush - Numismatics through the Eyes of a Child 
-- Saturday-Sunday, November 5, 6: 39th RNA Annual Coin Show & Sale, Saturday 10-5; Sunday 10-4 
 
The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send to Gerry Muhl or email Ted at tedvacc@yahoo.com 
 

Save the date - January 4, 2012 - for the club's 100th Anniversary Dinner at Mario's Via Abruzzi restaurant 
on Monroe Avenue. It should be a great event. 
Question: What can we do to make the after-meeting auctions better? Give your suggestion to 
an officer or Board member. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
We need one or two page newsletter articles from YOU! Send articles to Gerry (and email them to Ted). 
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