
  

F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 Many of us, at one time or another, wonder why we took up the hobby of coin collecting. Collecting often starts 

during childhood with the desire to own something of value, the thrill of the hunt or just have something you don’t have 

to share with a sibling. Many also joined the ranks of collectors as adults by virtue of some event such as the minting of 

the state quarters, presidential dollars or we inherited a collection from a parent or grandparent.  Collecting can be a 

very inexpensive hobby that stays inexpensive or blossoms into a holding of significance. Whatever the reason, most of 

us have collected more than one thing. It could have been coins, baseball cards, stamps, gems, pins etc. 

 In my case, it was coins, stamps and baseball cards. We will not discuss the baseball cards. Yes – they were 

thrown out when we moved in 1959. A sad fate many of us probably share. Thus, I was down to coins and stamps. I 

stayed more active in stamp collecting until the state quarter program was launched by the U.S. mint in 1999. I got the 

bug again, and the rest, they say, is history. 

 I joined the Rochester Philatelic Association and the RNA around the same time. They are both great organiza-

tions and I am honored to have been a member during two great milestone events. In 2012, the RNA celebrated its 100th 

Anniversary. In 2013, the RPA is also celebrating its 100th Anniversary. 

 I touched on this a bit at the beginning of the year, but as the date for ROPEX approaches, I wanted to give a bit 

more coverage of ROPEX. The show is a 3 day event from May 17th through May 19th. It will be a rare event by vir-

tue of the melding of two shows into one blockbuster show. The ATA or American Topical Association is joining the 

RPA at the Main Street Armory to hold a show which will feature 264 frames of exhibits, including a one frame exhibit 

featuring the 24¢ Inverted Jenny! This is one of the great U.S. stamp rarities and presents a rare opportunity to view an 

item such as this. The show will also feature a First Day ceremony for stamps titled “A Flag for All Seasons”. More 

information on this show can be found on the RPA website: www.rpastamps.org/ropex 
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The Man Who Might Have Been First RNA President 

From They Put Rochester on the Map, by Donovan A. Shilling (RNA President, 1975), Pancoast Press, 2012, 

with introductory and ending notes by RNA Editor Gerard Muhl. 

 John C. Lighthouse began a leather manufacturing business in downtown Rochester that became 

known worldwide for its horse collars and halters. He also made mail pouches for the U. S. Post office. But 

according to RNA past President Donovan Shilling in his latest book, They Put Rochester on the Map, Light-

house should also be remembered for his collection of rare coins. Investing profits from his lucrative business 

in coins, he amassed one of the nation's finest coin collections ever gathered during the Victorian Era. Follow-

ing is an excerpt from Don's book: 

 He purchased many of the gold pieces from George Bauer, one of Rochester's pioneer coin dealers and an histor-

ic personality in his own right. Mr. Bauer remembers that the J. C. Lighthouse hoard of gold coins was kept in a small 

nail keg, with each coin protected with a careful wrap of tissue paper.  

 This fabulous numismatic treasure was brought to the public's attention in 1885 in a most unusual manner. Un-

fortunately, much of this wonderful collection was burglarized by the Garfields, a husband and wife team who made off 

with some of the collection's most prized pieces. They stole three 1792 half-dismes (dimes) made of melted silverware 

belonging to Martha Washington. They also pilfered several rare quarters, each listing for more than $500 in 1885 dol-

lars. These they spent at cash value to enter a stage show at the Cook Opera House. The trial, held at the Monroe County 

Court House, established that the collection's value exceeded $60,000, not including gold medals and rare papal coins. It 

took many months to recover most of the rare coins. A substantial portion of the Rochester Savings Bank's vault was 

then used by Mr. Lighthouse to shelter his irreplaceable collection. It was newspaper accounts of the trial that brought 

national attention to J.C.'s special hobby interest. 

 To better understand the nature and value of the Lighthouse coin collection we use J.C.'s own words: "I began 

collecting in 1860, and my collection today weighs four hundred pounds. My U.S. series from 1793 to 1800 is as fine as 

I could purchase; from 1801 to 1857 all pieces are uncirculated; and from 1858 to now, all  

are in proof condition (highly polished first mint strikes) and in duplicate. In the U.S. gold series I lack some of the great 

rarities, but had I obtained these, the rest of my collection would be more limited and many younger numismatists would 

someday not have two or three of the same pieces to study. With every coin I have prepared a history card, so that some-

day interest to study a series further might be realized."  

 With his intense interest in the field, John C. Lighthouse was soon recognized by the numismatic community. In 

1903, he became member #479 of the venerable American Numismatic Association. In 1904, he was elected to the Board 

of Trustees for that organization. Following these honors, he decided to travel west in  

pursuit of a new interest, California gold coins and tokens. In 1905, J. C. settled in San Francisco. There, a new chapter 

in his life was written. Ferran Zerbe, a famous coin collector of national stature, hearing that J. C. was now a resident of 

the city by the bay, requested that he be permitted to inspect the Lighthouse Collection.  

 We may remember that it was early on the morning of April 18, 1905, that San Francisco was devastated by its 

great earthquake and resulting fire. In a letter he received from John Lighthouse following the disaster, Zerbe quoted, 

"Mr. Lighthouse escaped the fire but writes that his home was severely damaged by the quake:  

'Women folks scared to death, chinaware and bric-a-brac all broken.' Mr. Lighthouse's letter, just received, gives me the 

first information I have had in regard to my insistence on seeing his collection, proving the factor by which it was pre-

served. Had it been returned to the safes (Safe Deposit Co.) from which he removed it  

to show me, melted bullion would have told the story of its fate." Thus fate, through the intervention of Ferran Zerbe, 

prevented the destruction of many of our country's finest coins, while the Safe Deposit Company and all its monetary 

contents were devastated and turned to a melted ruin. We're not sure if the fire may have also destroyed Mr. Lighthouse's 

complete collection of fractional notes and "greenback'' currency.  

 On September 9, 1909, John C. Lighthouse passed away at age 65. As the Horse Collar King, he was able to 

make a fortune avidly pursue his hobby for forty-nine years, and earn fame in his own time. The 1936 auction of a por-

tion of his collection was conducted by J. C. Morgenthau & Company in New York City. It oversaw the sale of more 

than 660 choice proof-finished United States coins. Few collectors today can boast of such a fine collection.  

 Had he lived three years more until 1912 who can say that he might not have preceded George French 

as the first RNA president? Either way, the club now does have a John C. Lighthouse as President, but one 

hundred years later. 



4 

Canadian Coins (Charlton) vs. The Official Red Book, A Guide Book of U. S. Coins (Whitman) 

A book review by Gerard Muhl, RNA Historian 

R 
ecently I had the chance to study the new edition of the "Charlton Standard Catalogue of Canadian 

Coins." The book is now divided into two volumes: "Numismatic Issues (circulating coins and pat-

terns) and "Collector Issues" (non-circulating legal tender). Together, the two volumes have 658 

pages. 

 By dividing the book into two parts a more comprehensive overview of the coinage can be presented. 

For example, Canada large cent varieties are given 176 pages with large photos and close-up descriptions. 

No longer need a collector sell an 1859 cent for $3 when the particular variety lists at $125 in VG-8. The 

books are crammed with data for $19.95 per volume. 

 Contrast the Whitman Red Book. It has a smaller format than the Canadian books and contains 228 

fewer pages. As more U. S. commemoratives are added their coverage in the book gets smaller until after 

1992 no more than name, mintage and price are given. 

 U. S. Patterns only get four pages as do important U. S. tokens. U. S. Philippine Mint issues are only 

quoted for four grades. Bullion coins (except for price) are listed in the most cursory manner. 

 For circulating U. S. coins variety photos are small and would be clearer if enlarged. The "Welcome 

to Numismatics" section of the Red Book is very good but its format causes it to be overlooked; how many 

club members even know it's there? 

 Whitman would better serve the hobby by dividing the Red book into two volumes as does Charlton. 

A larger format (9x7 inches) would improve readability and would allow for yearly features to be added such 

as complete variety lists for popular one cent coins or VAM listings for Morgan dollars. Pre-federal coinage 

could be expanded. 

 What do you think? 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Did you Know: Over 87 million Canadian ten cent pieces were struck at the US Philadelphia Mint. 

With the discontinuation of silver in Canadian dimes in 1968, many of the older dimes were taken from cir-

culation and hoarded. Canada turned to the US to strike its new magnetic nickel coins. Over 85 million were 

later struck in Canada. To tell the difference, look at the reeded edge. The Philadelphia Mint reeds have flat 

bottoms. The Royal Canadian Mint reeds have V-shaped bottoms. 

 Who will be the first RNA member to bring one set to show at a meeting? 

RNA 2012-2013 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Dues unpaid as of January 31 may result in suspension of membership including eligibility for the 2013 presidential 
medal & mailed newsletters. Dues: Family or individual - $25 (life member none); please pay the Treasurer. 

National Coin Month at Rundel (Delayed) 

During June, RNA will have a display of “Odd and Curious” money on display in the new Bausch and Lomb 

Public Library Building of the Rundel Library at South Avenue and Broad Street downtown. The display, orig-

inally scheduled at Rundel in April, will include material from the RNA Collection. It will be located in the 

history department on the third floor. Park for about a dollar in the garage adjoining the building. 

Notice of Nomination for Honorary Life Membership for Douglas Borden 

RNA member #2, Douglas Borden, has been nominated for honorary life membership in our Association. 

A vote on the nomination will be held at the Annual Meeting on June 6, 2013. 
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 * * * 97th Annual Banquet * * * 

Honoree: 100th President Chip Scoppa 

When: May 17, 2013, 6:00 pm 

Where: Rick's Prime Rib House, 898 Buffalo Road, Tickets: $30 

Mail check: RNA Treasurer, PO Box 10056, Rochester, NY 14610 

Reservation Deadline: May 13, 2013 

Rick's is handicapped accessible. Donate a door prize. 
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Club News and Notes  
 Since the March - April issue of RNA News, two new members have joined RNA: We welcome Xing jia 
Cui of Pittsford and John C. Baughman of Rush, New York. 

First Images—65th Anniversary Medal of the 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association 

Several members of the RJNA and parents went to 

the North American Mint recently to witness the first 

strikes of the medal they designed.  The medal was 

struck in several different metals and finishes; the 

images at right are of the proof copper version. The 

figure of Liberty standing at the center is unusual in 

that it appears to move within the field depending on 

the light and how the medal is tilted. A number of 

members pre-ordered the medal during the RNA coin 

show last November. More information will be forth-

coming when it becomes available: Editors 
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21st Century Numismatics: The Oriental Coins Database  

www.zeno.ru   By Roger Kuntz, RNA member 

O riental coins have always presented an inordinate challenge to western collectors. The alphabets used to write the 

Arabic, Persian, Turk, Mongol, Afghan, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, and Korean languages are completely foreign to us 

and make learning those tongues extremely difficult. A lack of portraiture and its replacement on the coins by calligraph-

ic motifs make the coins seem less aesthetically pleasing to us. Our ignorance of Eastern history and culture makes it dif-

ficult for us to understand these coins in their proper cultural context. Finally, there has long been a dearth of adequate 

numismatic reference works that would serve well to inform us about them. Thus, it has been extremely difficult for both 

collectors and dealers to attribute them. So difficult in fact, that few bother to make the attempt. However, the emergence 

and widespread use of large on-line databases during recent years in many disciplines has led to a solution to the Oriental 

coin problem that is quite rapidly being embraced by numismatists around the world. 

Launched in 2002 by Vladimir Belyaev at the web address noted above, this rapidly expanding website (known familiar-

ly as “Zeno”) has become by far the most useful resource for attributing Oriental coins. While hosted in Russia, this is 

actually an English-language website that has attracted a significant and growing number of well-known Oriental numis-

matists to serve as moderators of the discussions that result concerning the coins posted on this site. The willingness of a 

large number of volunteers having significant expertise in Oriental languages and numismatics is responsible for making 

this endeavor a spectacular success that couldn’t have been foreseen. 

Access to this service is free and it is recommended that the potential user become a member, which is also free. This is a 

process that only requires a few minutes to accomplish. Members are encouraged to contribute digital photographs of 

oriental coins that are posted on the database and also to submit attributions and/or commentary regarding the coins post-

ed by others. Non-members are allowed to view he photos and read the accompanying commentary, but are unable to 

post photos or commentary. This factor strongly encourages registration by the users. On May 31, 2011, the inventory of 

coin photographs posted on this website reached 100,000 illustrations and it continues to expand steadily at the rate of 

approximately 1,000 items per month. The moderators of this website have provided specific instructions regarding how 

digital photographs of coins should be taken (with numerous illustrated examples of what should and should not be 

done.) 

The main benefit of this site is that it allows registered users to post photos of their obscure coins and readily obtain the 

assistance of experts in the attribution of their coins in a timely fashion. In so doing, it also leaves a photographic record 

of the coin, its attribution, and any commentary generated by it for the benefit of future users. New users are sometimes 

surprised by the volume of correspondence generated by some of the photos that are posted. The volunteer moderators 

(editors) have done a truly superb job of arranging the photos and attributions in a systematic fashion that facilitates the 

use of this resource. It is so well-organized that many young coin enthusiasts will be able to learn much about Oriental 

numismatics from the contents of this site. Every coin is assigned a unique number which facilitates working on the data-

base and also discussing specific coins with numismatists around the world. This is truly an international endeavor. 

The coins are arranged according to the following classification: 

Far East: China, Japan, and Korea 

Southeast Asia: Arakan, Thailand, Cambodia, and the Islamic Sultanates in Southeast Asia. 

South Asia: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Tibet. 

Pre-Islamic Asia and Africa: Iran, Central Asia, Afghanistan, Caucasus, the Near East and Africa. 

Mediaeval Eastern Europe: Rus and the Scythian Kingdom. 

The Christian East: Bosnia, Bulgaria, the Byzantine Empire, Trebizond, and the Crusader States. 

The Islamic World: organized by dynasty, chronologically and geographically. 

Modern Asia & North Africa: organized by country. 

In addition, there are sections for Special Projects and Assistance in Identification. One will also find a section dealing 

with numismatic literature related to the Eastern coinages and, in some cases, information about where some of the more 

obscure publications may be obtained. 
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Annual Banquet to Honor Carmen “Chip” Scoppa II, 100th President of the RNA 

Our 97th Annual Banquet will be held on Friday, May 17, 2013 at: 

Rick’s Prime Rib House, 898 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624 585-235-2900 

Tickets are $30, payable in advance 

6:00 PM — Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar 

7:00 PM — Dinner 

Join us for a fabulous meal, followed by the awards presentations. Come and enjoy fellowship with your 
friends in numismatics. Please see  VP John Vicaretti to complete your reservation and pre-pay to receive 
your tickets on or before our regular meeting on Thursday, May 2nd. Reservations by mail will be accepted if 
received no later than Monday, May 13, 2013, at which time we must provide Rick’s with our final tally. 

Don’t forget to bring a door prize for the after-dinner drawing. Sharing door prizes has been a long-standing 
tradition at our annual banquets. 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditori-

um of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. 

Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs downstairs to the lower-level meeting room. All are 

welcome! If you have difficulty with stairs ask the receptionist in the auditorium for elevator directions. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are also held in the lower level meeting room at Eisenhart Auditorium; 

for more information, call RJNA advisor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240 for more information.  

Friday, May 17 11 AM - 6 PM 

Saturday, May 18 10 AM - 5 PM 

Sunday, May 19 10 AM - 3 PM 

 

The Main Street Armory, 900 East Main Street, Rochester 

$2 Daily Admission (RPA Members/ATA Members/
Youth Free), Free Parking 

First Day Ceremony, Friday, 10:30 AM, "A Flag 
for All Seasons" 

• 45 Dealers from the US and Canada 

• Stamps, Covers, Post Cards, Supplies 

• 260 Frames of Competitive Exhibits 

• US Postal Service • Seminars/Meetings 

• Youth Area (Saturday and Sunday) 

• Special Cancels and Cachets 

• Free stamp 10 and evaluation services 

 

Come see the APS C3a "Inverted Jenny" upside-down 
airplane rarity! 

  

Courtesy Wikipedia 

Directions: 

Off 1-490 and the Inner Loop close to Village Gate 
Mall and the Memorial Art Gallery 

 

Early Bird Bourse ($20 early entry fee): 

Friday, 9:30-11 AM 

Information — (585)752-6178 

 

http://www.rpastamps.org/ropex.html 

 

ROPEX/National Topical Stamp Show 2013 

Sponsored by the Rochester Philatelic Association & the American Topical Association 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:USA_inverted_Jenny_siegal_nov_07_$977,500_.jpg
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The Calendar May - June 2013 

-- Thursday, May 2: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: “Doc” Grant Hobika - topic TBA; Board meeting at 7 p.m. 

-- Thursday, May 16: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Meinhart Speaking Contest; beverage & pizza provided 

-- Friday, May 17: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

-- Friday, May 17: Annual Banquet: honoring past President Chip Scoppa at Rick's Prime Rib House, 6pm  

-- Thursday, June 6: 8 PM – RNA Annual Meeting; speaker - Howard Greenwald - “I Told You So” (?) 

-- Thursday, June 20: 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Annual Year-end Auction  

-- Friday, June 21: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

-- Sunday, August 4: Annual Picnic: 1 PM to 4 PM; White Brook Nature Area Park (Perinton); there will 

be a Board meeting before the picnic at noon. 

-- Thursday, September 6: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: What I did this summer in Numismatics 

*     Rochester Area Coin Expo: next show is June 9, 2013, 10-3, Double Tree Hotel, 1111 Jefferson Road. 

*     The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua 

Elks Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

*     The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send to Gerry Muhl or email Ted at 

tedvacc@yahoo.com. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: 6/23/2013 for July-August; 8/25/2013 for September-October; 

10/27/2013 for November-December; 12/22/2013 for January-February 2014; 2/23/2014 for March-April; 

and 4/20/2014 for May-June. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


