
  

 

100th RNA Presidential Medal Introduced at Annual Banquet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARMEN J. “CHIP” SCOPPA II 

Thanks again to Bill Coe for his work on the medal committee. Pick up your medal at a 
meeting or add $3 for postage to your dues payment to have it mailed. This medal is a 

beauty even though the past president has a “chip” on his shoulder. 
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Visit our website at http://www.the-rna.com/ 
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 As summer starts, we see the end of another successful year for the RNA and we start looking to the 

fall and the start of the 102nd year of the RNA. I am looking forward to the upcoming year and have been giv-

ing a lot of thought as to what the club could accomplish during my tenure as president. I thought I would start 

by reviewing the RNA’S mission statement. However, much to my surprise, the club does not have an official-

ly adopted mission statement. Instead we use as our guide the objects of The RNA as defined in our By Laws , 

Article One, Section Two. It states, “The objects of the Association shall be: To foster the pursuit of numismat-

ics as a science; to cultivate fraternal relations among collectors and students; to acquire and disseminate nu-

mismatic knowledge; to assist and encourage new collectors; and to form and maintain a cabinet and library of 

numismatic specimens and literature for the education of the members and the increase and stimulation of their 

knowledge and interest in numismatics.”  I would like to see the Board quickly propose an official mission 

statement and have the general membership adopt an official mission statement. I see at minimum three items 

being part of the mission statement, #1) “fraternal relations”, fellowship, #2) education and #3) maintenance of 

a library and specimens.  Any organization needs a defined purpose to strive for and grow with. 

 

 Over the past few years I have had the opportunity to meet many of our club members. Every one of 

you is unique with your own “stories” and life experiences. The stories of your life, family, careers and your 

numismatic interests are all unique to you. I as a person take pleasure in meeting people and learning about 

them and their “stories”. I think of it as a way to learn about the human experience on an individual and a col-

lective level. As a group the RNA members have a common love of collecting whether U.S., Canadian, An-

cient, Lira Coin or Exonumia. However, we are all still unique and different in our own way.  

 

 Keeping in mind our mission statement regarding fellowship, I would like to make a challenge to each 

and every one of you. I am asking that at every meeting this year you try to meet and talk to one or two mem-

bers that you do not know or perhaps do not regularly talk to and learn their names and something about them, 

perhaps their collecting interests. We meet twenty times a year, if we were to do this at every meeting we 

would each learn the names of forty members that we did not know before and more importantly learn some-

thing of their “story”. This way we would be fulfilling one of the purposes of our club, “to cultivate fraternal 

relations” of our members and all numismatists. 

 

 My second challenge to you would be to help the club strengthen its purpose in educating ourselves and 

the public. If you have never given a talk at one of our meetings you could consider giving a talk on your fa-

vorite collection, or write an article for our newsletter. I would like to see the club strengthen it’s outreach to 

the public and the youth of the community. You could help by sharing your thoughts and ideas by joining a 

committee or talking to a Board member. If you are an educator or active in any youth groups or a professional 

numismatist you could share your contacts and help our outreach. Much more to come on this subject. 

 

 I am excited about the upcoming year and all the possibilities that the club has to anticipate and how 

they can be achieved, especially if we can strengthen and follow our mission statement through fellowship in 

numismatics. 

 

Keep Smiling !!!!!! 

           John P. Vicaretti 
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Stonewall Jackson Medal of 1864 

By Gerard Muhl, RNA President - 1979 

A complete set of medals issued by the Confederate 
States Government equals only one piece. Yet how 
appropriate that the one piece commemorates the 
Civil War actions of General Thomas Jonathon 
"Stonewall" Jackson. The medal is two inches in diam-
eter and is struck in white metal. It shows a heroic 
bust of Jackson facing left and the date of his birth, 
1821, and the date of his death at age 39 in 1863. The 
1821 birth date is wrong as he actually was born in 
1824. 

Jackson served with great merit in the Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign of 1862, until the time he was acci-
dentally shot by his own troops in May 1863. In that 
fatal month he and General Robert E. Lee had out-
flanked the Union troops under General Hooker near 
the small Virginia village of Chancellorsville. Seeking 
to exploit his success he rode from camp in search of 
a road that would allow him to cut the Union troops' 
escape route. Returning to camp he was shot from his 
horse by his own frightened men. 

The reverse of the medal shows a corn and tobacco 
wreath and the battles Jackson fought. At the base of 
the list among the images of cannons, swords, and 
bayonets is a Latin inscription meaning "Claimed by 
God". Chancellorsville is not mentioned.  

Charles A. Lamar commissioned the Jackson medals 
to be struck. Beginning in 1858 he became actively 
involved in the Atlantic slave trade - making trips be-
tween West Africa and Jekyll Island. The U.S. and 
Great Britain had both outlawed the international 
slave trade in 1808. Lamar thus had to slip through 
the British Atlantic blockade to get his human cargo 

to America. 
Funds from the 
slave trade al-
lowed Lamar's 
bank in Savan-
nah to thrive. All 
this changed in 
1862 with the 
outbreak of the 
War for South-
ern Independ-
ence as he  

 

 

would call it. 

In 1862 Lamar joined the Confederate army and be-
came captain of a mounted rifle unit. His service was 
interrupted in 1863 when he sailed to France on an 
assignment for the State of Georgia. While in Paris he 
heard of the death of Stonewall Jackson.  

Deeply upset, Lamar commissioned Armand Caque to 
design and have the Stonewall medal struck. Caque 
was engraver to the Emperor of France, Napoleon III. 
By the time the medal was complete Lamar was back 
in the Confederacy and thus they were shipped by 
blockade runner to Savannah. Prevented from enter-
ing that harbor, they finally were landed in Wilming-
ton, North Carolina in 1864. Before seeing the medal, 
of which perhaps 500 were struck, Charles Lamar was 
killed in action in Georgia. His riflemen came up 
against the superior forces of Union General James 
Wilson.  

The medals were turned over to Lamar's widow who 
kept them sequestered in a Savannah cotton ware-
house. There they remained for over twenty-five 
years when they were given to the Ladies Auxiliary of 
the Confederate Veterans association. They sold for 
one dollar each to benefit wounded veterans of the 
South.  

It has been estimated that between 200 and 300 
medals still exist though many show nicks and 
scratches and substantial wear from rough handling. 
Joseph Levine of Presidential Coin and Antique Co. 
estimates the medal could sell between $200 and 
$400. But, beyond the dollar value the Stonewall Jack-
son medal is history you can hold in your hand. 
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Club News and Notes  

2013 - 2014 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE PAYABLE BEGINNING IN JULY! 

Dues: Family or individual (life member none)                 $           25 

Please mail my Presidential Medal (add $3)      ______  

Donation* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ______ 

Total amount enclosed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .       $  ______ 

* RNA is a tax exempt organization under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

- - Pay the Treasurer at the picnic or at a meeting in September - - 

Please make checks payable to RNA; mail to RNA, PO Box 10056, Rochester, NY 14610-0056 

At our annual meeting on June 6, 2013, past President (1974) and long-time member Douglas G. Borden was 

elected Honorary Life Member of our Association. Congratulations, Doug! 

At the annual meeting new officers and directors were elected for 2013-14. The complete list of officers and 

directors can be found on page 6 of this newsletter. 

Also at the annual meeting, Ted Vaccarella introduced and donated to our Library a three-ring binder contain-

ing copies of the Rochester Numismatic Association By Laws, Incorporation papers, job descriptions of typi-

cal duties for RNA Officers, and other documents and worksheets for the use of all members of our Associa-

tion. Also included in the binder is a CD with electronic versions of the documents that prospective Board 

members or Officers can use to copy to their personal computer or other electronic device. 

Below, John Lighthouse presented Chip Scoppa with the “Inverted Harley Award,” a takeoff on the rare air-

mail stamp C-6, and an obscure reference to a motorcycle accident that happened during Chip’s presidency. 

At right, Bill Coe and Chip Scoppa with the President’s bronze “presentation” medal, May 17, 2013. 
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American Numismatic Association, 

Branch #2, Life Club #8 

Meetings: 

Rochester Museum & 

Science Center 
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Editor and Reporter at Large: 

Gerard Muhl 

Production and Assoc. Editor: 

Ted Vaccarella 

tedvacc@yahoo.com 

2012-2013 Officers: 

President: John Vicaretti 

jpvdds@aol.com 

Vice Pres.: Sharon Miller 

samiller07@rochester.rr.com 

Treasurer: Jerry Vaccarella 

Secretary: Eric Miller 

Curator: John Zabel 
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Board of Directors: 

Steve Eisinger, Scott Fybush 

(2011-2014) 

Roger Kuntz, Andrew Mantione 
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Rochester Numismatic Association 

P.O. Box 10056 

Rochester NY 14610-0056 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Material published in RNA News is Copyright by 

its authors or by the Rochester Numismatic 

Association, and may not be reproduced without 

permission of the author or the RNA. All rights 

reserved. 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditori-

um of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. 

Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs downstairs to the lower-level meeting room. All are 

welcome! If you have difficulty with stairs ask the receptionist in the auditorium for elevator directions. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are also held in the lower level meeting room at Eisenhart Auditorium; 

for more information, call RJNA advisor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240 for more information.  

Place Your Ad Here! 

Support your Association and this Newsletter 

Business card ad:  $ 25 per year 

One-quarter page ad:   $ 45 per year 

Full-page ad   $ 150 per year 

Rates effective July 2013 - June 2014 

Email Ted at tedvacc@yahoo.com 

* * THE ANNUAL PICNIC - AN RNA TRADITION * * 
Mark your calendar for the annual RNA Picnic on Sunday August 4 from 1-4~ at White Brook Nature Park 
(Perinton). Take Ayrault Road east to Aldrich Road, or take Route 31 east (just past Lollypop Farm) and turn 
north on Aldrich Road (about 4/10 mile, entrance on right). The fun starts at 1PM; board meeting at noon :-)
This year we guarantee good weather (the lodge is air-conditioned). This year Dr. Steve (Eisinger) promises a 
dry nature hike. If you didn't sign up at a June meeting, call or email VP Sharon Miller (see below). The cost is 
$10 per person (please bring a dish to pass and an item for the white elephant auction). 

A reminder for all members—please be sure to remit your annual dues of $25, or make payment at the 

picnic or at a meeting this September in accordance with the notice on page 5. Your cooperation with this is 
much appreciated and will save fellow members the time and expense of reminders later in the year. 
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21st Century Numismatics: 

The Oxford Handbook of Greek and Roman Coinage 

Edited by William E. Metcalf ● Oxford University Press, 2012 ● Review written by Roger Kuntz 

T his book represents an unprecedented innovation in numismatic literature and 
is becoming widely regarded as the best introduction to classical ancient coins. 

It is far more than a guide written solely for collectors. Instead, it was written to 
serve also as an introduction for graduate or post-doctoral students in the ancient 
cultures who seek training in classical numismatics. As a work in the renowned Ox-
ford Handbooks series, this volume was written to offer an authoritative and anno-
tated state-of-the-art survey of current thinking and research in the subject area. 
However, it is just that focus that makes it such a valuable text for serious collectors 
of ancient coins. The book contains a collection of 33 essays, covering all aspects of 
Greek and Roman numismatics. Each chapter has been contributed by the authority 
having pre-eminent expertise in the topic under consideration. The presumption by 
all 33 of the contributors has been that readers would have no previous knowledge 
of any aspect of numismatics, thus keeping this volume accessible to readers at all 
levels. 

It begins with a general introduction by the editor, William E. Metcalf. His article considers the role of scientific analysis 
in our discipline, explaining how numismatic research is done in the 21st-century. After that introduction, the following 
32 chapters, each written in an easy prose-style, constitute an account of the history and evolution of ancient coinage. 
Each essay provides a systematic overview of the topic as well as a critical account of the progress of numismatic 
study, illustrating throughout the book how modern techniques such as die studies, hoard analysis, and mint-output 
data have advanced our knowledge of ancient numismatics. 

This survey rightly begins with the electrum coins of Lydia. This innovation was followed some 80 years later by the 
introduction of a bi-metallic (silver and gold) monetary system. A prolific silver coinage was introduced at Athens with-
in a generation, and it soon inundated the economies of the Aegean and the Near East. The type, featuring Athena and 
her owl, was struck over four centuries, becoming the first coinage accepted throughout the known world. This was 
followed by a bewildering array of types struck to a plethora of standards that are well-described here. The typological 
diversity of these and the Roman Republican issues is well-illustrated. During Caesar’s monarchy, he was allowed the 
privilege of placing his portrait on his coins, thus resulting in the development of portraiture as the most powerful in-
strument of numismatic propaganda – an iconographic development that has persisted until modern times. The evolu-
tion of imperial titles under succeeding emperors is examined in detail. The development of reverse types in great vari-
ety stressed imperial achievements and the current events of their day. The interplay between metropolitan and pro-
vincial issues is ably illustrated. By the beginning of the 3rd-century, monetary pluralism prevailed. While Roman coin-
age may appear to the casual observer to adhere over time to tradition, it was actually in a constant state of change. 
Each short-lived dynasty made significant alterations according to its own familial needs. The use of female portraits as 
obverse types is explained in terms of dynastic propaganda. The reasons for the issuance of commemorative coins and 
the types proclaiming religious beliefs are discussed. Finally, the appearance of idiosyncratic types and unusual minting 
practices that made the later Roman coins so complicated is explained. The overall impression is one of stability during 
the first century followed by gradual decline in the later centuries. The currency system established by Augustus col-
lapsed during the third century and was replaced by a “Late-Roman” system based on the use of smaller base metal 
coins. The iconographic tradition of realistic portraiture inherited from the Greeks gave way to the use of idealized por-
traits in the decades before the introduction of Byzantine types. 

William E. Metcalf is a former curator at the American Numismatic Society and currently serves as an Adjunct Professor 
of Classics at Yale University and the Ben Lee Damsky Curator of Coins and Medals at the Yale Art Gallery. This volume 
contains 900 digital photographs of ancient coins that have been placed at the appropriate points within each essay. 
Each chapter is also accompanied by its own very extensive bibliography. This book is now being acclaimed as the most 
informative single-volume work on ancient coinage that has been published to date. As such, it belongs in the library of 
every collector who has a broad interest in all facets of numismatics. 
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The Calendar July - August 2013 

-- Sunday, August 4: Annual Picnic: 1 PM to 4 PM; White Brook Nature Area Park (Perinton); there will 

be a Board meeting before the picnic at noon. Bring an item for the white elephant auction! (See also P. 6). 

-- Thursday, September 5: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: What I did this summer in Numismatics 

-- Thursday, September 19: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Andrew Harkness - Merely Lost in Time: Agricultural 

Societies 

-- Friday, September 20: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

 

*     Rochester Area Coin Expo: next show is Sept. 22, 2013, 10-3, Double Tree Hotel, 1111 Jefferson Road. 

*     The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua 

Elks Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

*     The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send to Gerry Muhl or email Ted at 

tedvacc@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: 8/25/2013 for September-October; 10/27/2013 for November-

December; 12/22/2013 for January-February 2014; 2/23/2014 for March-April; 4/20/2014 for May-June; and 

6/22/2014 for July-August. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


