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We need your Article for the newsletter. Earn Fame; win a writers medal. Tell us a numismatic experience; 
write about a favorite coin or series. How about a biography of a worthy numismatist? 

Send articles to Gerry (and email them to Ted). 

Visit our website at http://www.the-rna.com/ 

The January-February 2012 issue of RNA News contained the story, “The Great E S Ettenheimer Token Ad-

venture,” by Andy Harkness. We re-visit the images (above) so that our membership can better see the med-

al details. The above 1873 gold “1st Premium” award for “Jewelry and Silver Ware” was accompanied by the 

silver “1st Premium” award for “Diamonds.” Isn’t the medal detail elegant? Photos: Tim Corio Editors. 
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

I want to thank everyone who has helped make this RNA year a success . We are trying to focus in on our 
"meaning" and one part of it that everyone agrees on is "Fellowship" - friendship through our love of numis-
matics.  

The fall season is in full swing and that means The Annual RNA Coin Show and Sale is just around the corner. 
What a great way to connect with old friends or make new ones. Come to the show with a friend, neighbor or 
family member for an hour or two. You might spark someone else's interest in our great hobby and science. It 
is more difficult these days to complete a collection from pocket change and yet we are not really the hobby 
of only kings. The coin show is a great way to find a hidden treasure or missing coin or note to complete a set 
or series. Many beautiful and interesting coins or notes can be purchased for reasonable amounts. Do not 
forget to stop by the displays. So drop by the Annual RNA Coin Show with a friend or two. Many, many thanks 
for all the hard work of the RNA members who volunteer their time to make the show a yearly success.  
 
Keep Smiling ! 

           John P. Vicaretti 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 2013 - 2014 MEMBERSHIP DUES? 

Dues: Family or individual (life member none)                    $           25 

Please mail my Presidential Medal (add $3)       ______  

Donation* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    ______ 

Total amount enclosed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .                    $  ______ 

* RNA is a tax exempt organization under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

- - Please make checks payable to RNA; Pay the Treasurer at any meeting or mail to - - 

RNA, PO Box 10056, Rochester, NY 14610-0056 

Forty-first Annual COIN Show and Sale 

November 2 & 3, 2013  

Rochester Museum & Science Center — Eisenhart Auditorium 

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

FEATURING— ANACS, New Dealers, and Educational Forums 

A new feature this year will be a representative from ANACS Coin Grading Service. Bring with you any coins 
you want graded and Eddie Blowers will be able to send them directly to the service. 

Four of our long-time dealers will not be with us this year: Rod Hughes, Ray Komka, Woody Snyder, and 
Mark Szuba are either ill or have other commitments. Please make sure you check out our new dealers: An-
drew Harkness, Ken Kirchgessner, Lowell Ling, and Tom Miller (Key Koins). 

Be sure to take advantage of the Educational presentations this year on Saturday. At 11:00 A.M., Gerry Muhl 
will be speaking about "Buying and Selling Silver." At 1:00 P.M., John Lighthouse will guide the uninitiated in 
"Getting Started in Coin Collecting." Even the "initiated" will enjoy John's presentation. The series will be 
completed by Wayne Scheible at 2:00 P.M. discussing "Collecting Ancients" - no, not old coin collectors, 
beautiful really old coins! All of these presentations will be in the Eisenhart Ballroom. 
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Lenard Babin, RNA President Sixty-One 

By Gerard Muhl, RNA Historian 

From time-to-time we will profile a past R.N.A. presi-
dent you may have known or maybe have only heard 
about. In this issue we will look at the career of Le-
nard Babin - R.N.A. President in 1973.  

Len Babin was born in 1911. He started buying and 
selling stamps and coins to friends at the old East 
High School when he was 13 years old. After school 
he worked for Paul Lange (R.N.A. Pres. 1926) who had 
a coin shop in the old Reynolds Arcade on Main 
Street.  

When Babin turned 17 he felt that he knew enough to 
enter the coin business for himself. He rented a mod-
est one-room office in the Dake Building at East Main 
and Clinton Avenue. The year was 1928. It was also 
the year he joined R.N.A.  

Two years after opening his shop the Great Depres-
sion struck. People had less discretionary income but 
true coin collectors did not give up the hobby. In fact, 
by 1933 Babin moved to a new, larger store front at 
Court and Chestnut St.  

At the new location, according to an interview by Ed 
Reiter, Babin claimed the coin business actually 
picked up. "Rochester was always a hotbed of coin 
collecting activity, in bad times as well as good." One 
innovation that helped promote the hobby at this 
time was production of the first coin boards in 1935. 
Everyone was looking for coins to fill the holes.  

It was during this period that a shadowy event hap-
pened as told by Babin to this author. Len served in 
the R.N.A. and was nominated to office. He was nomi-
nated for President in 1938 but resigned before tak-
ing office. He took offense to some anti-Semitic re-
marks made by two club members and felt he would 
not serve as president. He gave up his envied low 
membership number. After a few years, however, he 
returned to the club but with membership #60.  

By 1941 the 30 year old Babin had built up a sizable 
trade. The Depression ended but Uncle Sam called. 
Drafted in 1941, Len entered the Army for four years 
of service as a Military Policeman. He remained a pri-
vate for nearly his whole army career.  

Discharged in September 1945, he was back in the 

coin business four months later at a temporary loca-
tion on Elm Street. Within the year he moved back to 
his pre-war location at Court and Chestnut. Beside 
coins he now introduced war souvenirs to his invento-
ry. Babin stated to Ed Reiter, "While we were over-
seas, we picked up barracks bags full of medals, deco-
rations and insignias." Len also dealt in military 
knives, riffles, and obsolete ammunition. He wrote 
several books on militaria, including one on Nazi med-
als and another on Japanese medals and decorations.  

Babin married the former Bernice Newmark in 1950 
and eventually moved to a home in Greece; Bea 
settled into helping Len at the store and baking good-
ies for RNA meetings. In 1960 Babin again moved his 
shop, this time to Dewey Avenue near Ridge Road. In 
1968 he made his final move to 1439 W. Ridge Road 
(now a pizza bakery). He saw the new establishment 
as a "Mom and Pop coin store". In speaking with Ed 
Reiter in the 1970's Babin commented that coin col-
lecting had changed tremendously. "It's no longer a 
hobby; it's a big business. And I'm too old fashioned 
to go along with that. When a working man can't 
afford something, I'm not interested in it - so I don't 
deal in high-powered coins." Even so, this author saw 
a Washington Indian Peace medal in the store, as well 
as three 1895 silver dollars.  

Unlike some dealers, Babin welcomed youngsters to 
his shop. Once they got past the scary atmosphere of 
a store displaying a shrunken head, Indian masks, and 
various primitive weapons they became return cus-
tomers. Babin noted that juniors are the backbone of 
the hobby. They are tomorrow's big collectors and 
customers.  

After a new stint as treasurer, Babin was elected 
R.N.A. President in 1973. He served the club well and 
graces the two inch past president medal with a left 
facing bust. He was the first club president to be 
shown not wearing a tie. He liked the common touch.  

Len's wife, Bea continued as refreshment chairman 
almost until her sudden death in 1981. Under the 
leadership of club member William Carr, and with 
dies anonymously paid for by Len, the R.N.A. issued a 
memorial 39mm medal to honor Bea Babin.  

Eventually Len closed his store and wholesaled his 
stock. He moved to an apartment and lived peacefully 
in Greece until his death in 1992. 
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Club News and Notes  

Immediate past President John Lighthouse and the Nominating Committee are also seeking nominations for 

two Board positions and for the position of RNA Treasurer for the 2014-15 fiscal year beginning 1 July. Nomi-

nations should be made on or before the second meeting of February, 2014, per our By Laws. 

We asked Chip Scoppa about the making of his presidential medal and, in particular, the symbol over his right 

shoulder. He stated that "…I wanted to put in "CHIP" for sure and elected to include a Roman Campgate 

which comes from the reverse device of Ancient Roman coins I collect. I am the first and most likely the only 

RNA President to be depicted with "a chip on my shoulder" on my medal. As for the Campgate this device 

was used at various times in the Roman Coining process, but my interests lie within a short time frame of early 

300's to about 337 CE (Common Era which we know as AD). This timing is with Constantine the Great and 

his sons.” Editors. 

Since the March - April issue of RNA News, the following people have joined RNA: Gary J. Korneliusen, 

Rochester, NY, and Thomas Mantione of Rochester, NY. Welcome to RNA! 

Nominations for Numismatist of the Year are presently being sought by committee chairman John Light-

house. Listed here are the pertinent details concerning nominations, per procedures established in 1988. Writ-

ten nominations are due to John on or before the first RNA meeting in February, 2014. John's email address is:

 jlighthouse1@rochester.rr.com 

The nominee must be a member in good standing, and a detailed justification is required, including: 

-   Contributes to the science of numismatics 

-   Promotes interest and growth in numismatics 

-   Publish numismatic articles 

-   Presents talks to outside organizations 

-   Contributes to the RNA 

-   Active in the current and previous years 

-   Presents programs 

-   Established member 

From Time to Time we publish letters from RNA Archives. The following excerpt is from a February 20, 

1930 letter found in RNA archives. It is from Homer Saint-Gaudens (son of Augustus), on Carnegie Institute 

stationery when he was Director of the Department of Fine Arts, to Harry Wardell. At the time, Wardell was a 

member of RNA and curator of industrial science at the Rochester Museum. Saint-Gaudens wrote about his 

father's design for the ten-dollar gold piece. What Indian is depicted on the ten dollar gold piece? 

 

“As a matter of fact it is not meant to be an Indian at all. In my father's first idea it was a 'Victory' head which 

was somewhat taken from the profile of the head of the 'Victory' on the Sherman monument, and somewhat 

taken from the profile of a very handsome Irish maid we had at the time.  

 

My father himself had no especial desire to put the Indian head-dress upon this profile, but President Roose-

velt, who was largely instrumental in obtaining the coinage, insisted, and so the head-dress was added to the 

relief at his request.” Editors. 
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RNA News 
Established January 1912 

 

One of America’s oldest local coin clubs 

American Numismatic Association, 

Branch #2, Life Club #8 

Meetings: 

Rochester Museum & 

Science Center 

 

Member: 

American Numismatic Society 

Royal Canadian Numismatic 

Association 

Token and Medal Society 

Editor and Reporter at Large: 

Gerard Muhl 

Production and Assoc. Editor: 

Ted Vaccarella 

tedvacc@yahoo.com 

2013-2014 Officers: 

President: John Vicaretti 

jpvdds@aol.com 

Vice Pres.: Sharon Miller 

samiller07@rochester.rr.com 

Treasurer: Jerry Vaccarella 

Secretary: Eric Miller 

Curator: John Zabel 

Librarian: Michael Luck 

Historian: Gerard Muhl 

Board of Directors: 

Steve Eisinger, Scott Fybush 

(2011-2014) 

Roger Kuntz, Andrew Mantione 

(2012-2015) 

Sheryl Zabel, Ted Vaccarella 

(2013-2016) 

Visit us at : www.the-rna.com 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

P.O. Box 10056 

Rochester NY 14610-0056 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Material published in RNA News is Copyright by 

its authors or by the Rochester Numismatic 

Association, and may not be reproduced without 

permission of the author or the RNA. All rights 

reserved. 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditori-

um of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. 

Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs downstairs to the lower-level meeting room. All are 

welcome! If you have difficulty with stairs ask the receptionist in the auditorium for elevator directions. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are also held in the lower level meeting room at Eisenhart Auditorium; 

for more information, call RJNA advisor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240 for more information.  

Place Your Ad Here! 

Support your Association and this Newsletter 

Business card ad:  $ 25 per year 

One-quarter page ad:   $ 45 per year 

Full-page ad   $ 150 per year 

Rates effective July 2013 - June 2014 

Email Ted at tedvacc@yahoo.com 

The November 21 meeting is at the Family Medicine Center, 777 South Clinton Avenue.  

Directions from the Rochester Museum and Science Center: 

Proceed SOUTH on Goodman Street approximately a mile, to the corner of Goodman and Clinton Ave. (Cinema Thea-
ter, Highland Diner). Turn RIGHT (East) on Clinton. Proceed THROUGH two stop lights (the second light is Meigs Street). 
Turn LEFT into the Family Medicine Center on the drive RIGHT AFTER the Sunoco Station but short of the Family Medi-
cine Center. 

If you get to Gregory Street, you have gone too far-- turn around. 

Park in the back on the right.  The door will be marked by a sign.  Do NOT come in the main door under the canopy. 

The meeting room will be open from 7:00 PM until 10:00 PM.  The door will be open from the outside until 9:00 
PM.  There is a security guard on the premises. 
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Len Babin Remembered 

By Arthur D. Cohen, RNA President - 1990 

I first met Len in 1951, when he had a "step down" shop on Court Street. The shop was 
filled with all sorts of interesting things: coins, war trophies of WWI and WWII, a few 
Civil War items and also arrowheads, wampum, etc. (And don't forget the shrunken 
head)! The first item I bought from Len was an uncirculated Colonial note for $5. Len 
later moved his shop to Dewey Avenue - a couple of doors from Ridge Road. Still later 
he bought a building on West Ridge Road. Len's mom, Mrs. Holt, would show up at his 
store on Ridge Road every day; she squeegeed the floor, cleaned the glass, etc. well into 
her 90's. One day Bea Babin tipped over a bag of Indian Head cents; Len only said, "I've 
been looking for that bag for years." 

Now if you were in the shop when Len bought something and you asked him what he wanted for it, you 
would never get it or you would be quoted an out-of-sight price. But if you had told Len that you would like 
to buy an item and would appreciate it if he would let you know after he figured out what he needed for it, 
you would eventually get the item - and the price would be fair. 

On World War II: when the war ended a lot of vets brought home dummy hand grenades, used in training 
(the "pineapples"), as souvenirs. They were empty and had no cap or handle. Len, thinking ahead, brought 
home a duffle bag full of the caps and handles; they sold out quickly. When Len was in the Army he was a 
unit armorer for a time, after he showed how he could fix a defective trigger housing using only two wooden 
stick matches as tools. 

Len's motto: "I'm a great starter, but a slow finisher" - - ain't we all!! 

The RNA in the 1950's 

May 2, 1950: Floyd Newell (30th RNA President) made a fellow of the Rochester Museum in Numismatics. 

May 16, 1950: Andy Hale applies for RNA membership. 

May 18, 1954: Six RJNA members give talks at the regular meeting. 

May 3, 1955: It was announced that a 1913 Liberty nickel would be shown at the next RJNA meeting. 

May 1, 1956: RJNA club president Arthur D. Cohen speaks at RNA about fractional currency. 

May 15, 1956: John Jay Pittman becomes E.S.N.A. president. 

May 23, 1958: RNA celebrates its 1000th meeting and issues a commemorative medal. 

September 21, 1951: RNA holds a joint meeting with Buffalo Coin Club at a hotel in Batavia. This was an an-
nual event in the 1940's and 1950's. 

September 16, 1952: George Bauer is robbed of his best ancient coins, modern gold, and his 50 year ANA 
medal. 

September 1, 1953: Ed Quagliana applies to RNA; he became 1963 president and, eventually a life member. 

September 2, 1955: RNA member Thomas Jensen shows 1944 no-mintmark counterfeit nickel. 

October 21, 1950: Club sets up a budget committee. 

October 2, 1954: RNA has 2nd picnic of the year at Ed Gilroy's house at Canandaigua Lake. 

October 18, 1954: RJNA has 58 boys in attendance. 

October 10-12, 1958: E.S.N.A. convention was held in Rochester. 
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The RNA Calendar November - December 2013 

- Saturday & Sunday, November 2 & 3: 41st Annual Coin Show and Sale 

- Thursday, November 7: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Gerard Muhl - An Early Counterfeit Note from Rochester 

- Friday, November 15: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

- Thursday, November 21: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Scott Fybush  - Thirty Years Later; Note: the meeting 

location is at the Family Medicine Center, 777 South Clinton Avenue. See directions on Page 6. 

- Thursday, December 5: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Brad Jacobs - Counterfeit Currency 

- Thursday, December 19: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: - All members - holiday auction, no speaker; Note—this 

meeting will be held in the Cunningham House, next door to the Eisenhart building. 

- Friday, December 20: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

*     Rochester Area Coin Expo: next show is Dec. 8, 2013, 10-3, Double Tree Hotel, 1111 Jefferson Road. 

*     The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua 

Elks Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

*     The John Jay Pittman Memorial Library is available at every regular meeting. There are over one thou-

sand titles to pick from. See the RNA Librarian to sign for and borrow materials.  

Future RNA News publication deadlines: 12/22/2013 for January-February 2014; 2/23/2014 for March-

April; 4/20/2014 for May-June; 6/22/2014 for July-August; 8/24/2014 for September-October; and 

10/26/2014 for November-December 2014. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


