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We need your Article for the newsletter. Earn Fame; win a writers medal. Tell us a numismatic experience; 
write about a favorite coin or series. How about a biography of a worthy numismatist or a 

past RNA President? Send articles to Gerry (and email them to Ted). 

Visit our website at http://www.the-rna.com/ 

“Susan B. Anthony was the first woman to be honored by having her likeness appear on a circulating United 

States coin,” according to the National Susan B. Anthony Museum and House website. The reverse is based 

on the insignia of the mission of Apollo 11, according to Wikipedia and multiple other sources. 
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

During this hectic time of year I try to force myself to sit back at times, take a deep breath and relax a 
little. The holidays come rushing in and we get caught up in the whirlwind of activity. Hopefully we are able to 
sit back a little and try to remember the important things in our lives,  our families and our friends. 

We have had a productive year so far, along with a successful coin show which included educational talks on 
Saturday. We also have tried to reach out to some youth groups. A couple of weeks back I was asked to give a 
talk on numismatics to a Boy Scout Troop in Penfield. I believe that it was a success and we will continue to 
reach out through the Scouting program to try to increase interest in our hobby. At our last Board meeting 
we adopted an official RNA Mission Statement (refer to Club News and Notes on page 5). We will continue to 
seek ways to better serve our club and its members. 

I am looking toward to 2014 and all the potential and hope that comes with a new year. 

Keep  Smiling !!! 

           John P. Vicaretti 

2013 COIN SHOW REPORT 

By Bill Coe, RNA President, 1977, Coin Show Committee Treasurer 

 

The RNA held its Forty-first Annual Coin Show and Sale on November 2 & 3 at the Rochester Museum & Sci-
ence Center — Eisenhart Auditorium.  

The Alphonse Kolb Best of Show Competition was restarted this year after being on hold for the Anniversary 
exhibits last year. The award was presented to Wayne Scheible for his fabulous display of an un-circulated set 
of pristine Morgan Silver Dollars. Judge John Zabel commented that he thought this year's exhibits were the 
best that had been displayed in some time.  

The exhibits included displays on Odd & Curious Forms of Money, Women on Coins, U.S. Presidential Inaugu-
ral Medals, and Samuel Adams Melbourne Gold International Award Winner Special Bottle Caps. Visitors to 
the stage saw some excellent exhibits not to be found elsewhere. 

Winning the drawing prizes were: Rebecca Carney (now a new member with her husband, Jeff) the MS-63 
1884-CC Morgan dollar coin; Cindy Adams , the $50.00 cash; and Carl Klapp, the $25.00 cash. We welcome 
attendees from all areas. 

With advertising in the RNA News, Coin World, Numismatic News, the Numismatist, and the Democrat and 
Chronicle print media, approximately 400 people came to see what they could find for their collections. Sun-
day was especially well attended. 

Several club members helped with the various activities needed to put on the show. A specific list has been 
given to our Historian; and we thank every one of you. But, the project again most praised by the dealers was 
the delicious, affordable lunches prepared by Tim and Darlene Corio and their committee. We know that 
their efforts put a very good face on the RNA. Thanks to all who helped them make the deliveries. Another 
feature the dealers comment favorably on is the fact that the RNA is the only group to help them carry their 
coins into the auditorium. Only words of satisfaction were received from the dealers.  Thanks to all who 
helped with this function. 

Once again, we thank John Cooper and Douglas Musinger’s Brighton Tokens and Coins for providing the door 
prizes and Wayne Scheible for underwriting the cost of the program booklets. 

(continued on page 6) 
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THE NUMISMATIC BACKGROUND OF  

SUSAN B. ANTHONY 

By Douglas G. Borden, RNA President, 1974 

We all know the background of the failed US dollar 
with the portrait of Susan B. Anthony. It is very inter-
esting to learn of the numismatic tradition that runs 
in the Anthony family. 

William Anthony was born in Cologne, Germany, in 
1495 and moved to London about 1550. Although the 
Anthony genealogy (1) says that "William Anthony 
was brought to London to serve as chief graver in the 
mint of Edward VI", I am more inclined to believe Sir 
John Craig who described the Anthonys who served 
the mint for many years in his book, "The Mint." (2) 
Craig mentions, "Three generations of a very skillful 
family of engravers kept design good for most of four 
reigns. Derrick Anthony was appointed chief engraver 
on 29 Sept. 1551 (in the reign of Edward VI) and held 
office till 12 July 1599 (through the reign of Mary and 
most of that of Elizabeth I.) He promoted, in 1569, the 
first recorded lottery in England. His son, Charles An-
thony followed him in 1599; he was displaced for 
some years by the famous miniaturist, Nicholas Hilli-
ard, who in the end voluntarily yielded him pride of 
place. Charles in turn was succeeded in 1615 (during 
the reign of James I) by his son, Thomas Anthony.” 

In the Anthony genealogy, three sons of William are 
mentioned: Francis, Charles and Derek. Francis was a 
"Doctor of Physik" and his principal health remedy 
was "Aurum Potable" which was supposedly an ex-
tract or solution of gold. The solvent was "Canary 
wine" and it was reputedly very effective as a patent 
medicine. In a trial held before Sir Thomas Knivet, 
Master of the Mint, in 1609, the gold failed to dis-
solve. His son, John, made a fortune with this remedy 
but "had to leave England" and departed for Ports-
mouth, Rhode Island in 1634. Another son of Francis 
was Charles, who was also a doctor who practiced in 
Bedford. 

Susan Brownell Anthony, who was born in Adams, 
Massachusetts on Feb. 15, 1820, was a direct de-
scendent from Charles Anthony, the brother of Derek, 
the engraver.  

Most of her life was spent in western New York in and 
about Rochester and nearby Canandaigua. For her 

leadership in Women's rights and especially in seek-
ing the vote for women, Susan B. Anthony was many 
years ahead of her time. In the election of 1872, she 
led a group of women who voted in Canandaigua and 
were arrested for it. At the trial in 1873, they were 
convicted and fined $100. To this day, the fine hasn't 
been paid. For her leadership, Miss Anthony (was) 
honored by being placed on the obverse of the new 
mini-dollar which may circulate and displace the pa-
per dollar or which may meet the fate of the $2 bill, 
the Eisenhower dollar, and the 50 cent piece. 

Another Anthony, Elizabeth, married Gilbert Stuart 
and moved to the "Colonies" (Rhode Island) in 1746. 
Gilbert Charles Stuart, the painter was born there in 
1755. So the Anthony family was blessed with artists 
as well as engravers.  

After the fall of Louisburg in Acadie (Nova Scotia), 
many New Englanders moved to Nova Scotia to take 
up the farmlands vacated by the Acadians. John An-
thony left for Nova Scotia on 22 June 1754 and the 
Canadian Anthonys are descended from him. Most of 
the settlers in Canada from this Pre-Loyalist Migration 
(1754-1760) were very sympathetic with their fellow 
colonists when the Revolution broke and if Halifax 
had not been such a strong royal fortress, Nova Scotia 
might have become the 14th colony and state.  

Let us go back and take a look at the work of Derek 
Anthony in the Tower Mint in London in the reign of 
Elizabeth I. Although the use of a "matrix" to prepare 
uniform punches with which to cut the dies for coins 
was known as far back as the reign of Henry VII (ca. 
1507), most engravers normally still cut their work by 
preparing a number of puncheons large and small, 
from which the dies were now hubbed by the Sinker 
who, unlike the engraver, was a servant of the Master 
(of the Mint).  

During the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) there was 
a great increase in trade and the Queen helped pave 
the way for this prosperity by a general re-coinage in 
1560-61 during which the debased silver coins of Ed-
ward VI and Henry VIII were melted down and re-
coined first in .910 and later in .925 fine silver.  In or-
der to expedite the re-coinage, she authorized Eloye 
Mestrell, a French engineer, to set up his machinery 
in the Tower Mint to strike the so-called "Mill Money"  

* Continued on Page 7 * 
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Club News and Notes  

Since the November - December issue of RNA News, the following people have joined RNA: Susan E. Ba-

shaw; Jeff and Rebecca L. Carney; and Robert and Maureen Martin. Welcome to RNA! 

Nominations for Numismatist of the Year are presently being sought by committee chairman John Light-

house. Listed here are the pertinent details concerning nominations, per procedures established in 1988. Writ-

ten nominations are due to John on or before the first RNA meeting in February, 2014. John's email address is:

 jlighthouse1@rochester.rr.com 

The nominee must be a member in good standing, and a detailed justification is required, including: 

-   Contributes to the science of numismatics 

-   Promotes interest and growth in numismatics 

-   Publish numismatic articles 

-   Presents talks to outside organizations 

-   Contributes to the RNA 

-   Active in the current and previous years 

-   Presents programs 

-   Established member 

Immediate past President John Lighthouse and the Nominating Committee are also seeking nominations for 

two Board positions and for the position of RNA Treasurer for the 2014-15 fiscal year beginning 1 July. Nomi-

nations should be made on or before the second meeting of February, 2014, per our By Laws. 

Membership Dues were payable as of 1 July; if dues are still unpaid as of January 31, 2014, it may lead to 

lapse of your membership. Dues are $25; add $3 if you want to have your Presidential Medal mailed.  

At the Board Meeting on December 19, the following RNA Mission Statement was approved: 

Acquire and disseminate numismatic knowledge; cultivate fraternal relations among collectors and students; 

assist and encourage new collectors; and maintain a collection of numismatic specimens and literature. 

Supportive of the mission statement are the statements of purpose for the RNA Collection and the RNA Li-

brary, which were approved by the Board on June 21, 2007: 

The purpose of the Collection is to support the educational and research goals of the Association and its members. 

The purpose of the RNA Library is to function as a resource in regard to numismatic information, education and research 

by the Association and its members. 

Place Your Ad Here! 

Support your Association and this Newsletter 

Business card ad:  $ 25 per year 

One-quarter page ad:   $ 45 per year 

Full-page ad   $ 150 per year 

Rates effective July 2013 - June 2014 

Email Ted at tedvacc@yahoo.com 

Q - What US coin had the lowest % of silver? 

A - 1942-1945 wartime Jefferson nickel 

Q - What US coin had only 0.75 silver? 

A - 1851-1853 three cent pieces 

Q - Where did Charles Barber put his initials on the 25 

and 50 cent pieces? 

A - On the neck 
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Ted Vaccarella 
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2013-2014 Officers: 
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Board of Directors: 

Steve Eisinger, Scott Fybush 

(2011-2014) 

Roger Kuntz, Andrew Mantione 

(2012-2015) 

Sheryl Zabel, Ted Vaccarella 

(2013-2016) 

Visit us at : www.the-rna.com 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

P.O. Box 10056 

Rochester NY 14610-0056 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Material published in RNA News is Copyright by 

its authors or by the Rochester Numismatic 

Association, and may not be reproduced without 

permission of the author or the RNA. All rights 

reserved. 

Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditori-

um of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. 

Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs downstairs to the lower-level meeting room. All are 

welcome! If you have difficulty with stairs ask the receptionist in the auditorium for elevator directions. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are also held in the lower level meeting room at Eisenhart Auditorium; 

for more information, call RJNA advisor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240 for more information.  

2013 Coin Show Report (continued from page 3) 

Even though several members participated in the show presentation, every member should consider the 
show an opportunity to visit over 30 dealers all at one time, and one place, as a convenience and a benefit of 
club membership. The maximum efficiency is obtained when you can see the coins before purchase and you 
can get more than one opinion on the value of coins you might have for sale. 

Thanks for another successful coin show. Mark your calendars now for the RNA 42nd  Annual Coin Show & 
Sale on November 8 & 9, 2014, at the Eisenhart Auditorium. It is not too early to begin to plan your exhibit 
for that show. 

* * * * *  

Q - What was the heaviest US circulating silver coin? 

A - Morgan dollar: 26.73 gm; Early dollar to 1804: 26.96 

gm; Trade dollar: 27.22 gm. 

Q - What is the rarest Morgan dollar made for circula-

tion (non-proof)? 

A - 1893-S 100,000 1894 110,000 
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The Numismatic Background of Susan B. Anthony 
(continued from page 4) 

which was so-named because the rollers which rolled 
the fillets flat and the punches which cut out perfect-
ly round planchets were powered by a mill which was 
driven by water power, or more likely, by horse pow-
er. The actual coining was done in a wooden screw 
press so the money is also called "Press Money". The 
new technique of using machinery and the screw 
press changed the requirements for the dies. Many 
were still cut from separate puncheons, but most of 
Mestrell's Mill coins are struck from dies which ap-
pear to have been cut completely and individually by 
the engraver. (3) As Derek Anthony was chief engrav-
er at this time, it must be assumed that many of 
these dies were his work. I have illustrated here (A) a 
mill gold half pound struck by Mestrell late in 1562, 
(B) an early mill shilling struck on a large flan in 1561, 
and (C) a pattern mill sixpence struck by Anthony on 
Mestrell's machinery in 1575. All the mill coins are 
remarkable for their beauty when compared with the 
hammered coins of the same era. The patterns which 
Anthony struck in 1574 and 1575 are especially beau-
tiful as they show the Queen's dress at its most or-
nate stage. It is a tragedy for collectors that only a 
few patterns were struck and no coins are available 
to collectors from this issue. Editors: coins illustrated 
are from approximate date. 

 

 

The Great Seal of the Realm and other state seals and 
medals were regularly cut by the mint engravers from 
1551. These were personal undertak-
ings of the particular engraver; they 
were separately paid for and were 
outside the control of the Master of 
the Mint. (2) This provided the Antho-
nys with a golden opportunity to 
make a little extra money and there 
are some lovely medals of Elizabeth 
which were probably their work. 

As you look at your new Susan B. An-
thony dollars, think back to the long 
tradition of art and engraving in her 
family and then judge for yourself 
whether the new coins reflected this 
tradition. 

References: 

(1) Charles L. Anthony, "Genealogy of the Anthony 
Family from 1495 to 1904," Sterling, IL, 1904  

(2) Sir John Craig, "The Mint," Cambridge, 1953  

(3) D. G. Borden, "Actes du Bierne Congres Interna-
tional de Numismatique," New York; Washington, 
1973  

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Your editors received the following note from past President (2009) John R. Stephens:  

“Lately I have been researching my family by reading newspapers from Platteville, Wisconsin in the 1840’s 
and came across the following article in the February 1, 1845 Independent American and General Advertiser 
I thought RNA members may find interesting. Apparently the U.S. coins we so avidly seek today were not in 
huge demand at the time.” 

Gold and Silver Coin 

There is no country in the world where there is such a diversity of coin as in ours. It is now about fifty years 
since Congress established federal money, and yet we are subject to all the evils of a mixed currency, which, 
for its variety is more embarrassing than that of any other country under the sun. It is time that national 
pride should deter us from give (sic) a premium for foreign coin. More than two thirds of our circulation is 
made up of English and French coin. Here in the mines the evil is greater than we think it can be elsewhere. 
We have, with the difficulty incident to the use of it, to pay a premium for the privilege of being perplexed. 
The time has been, within our recollection, that a sovereign was worth $5, 5 franks and thalers $1. We are 
happy to be able to inform our readers that that time has gone by --. The premium has been reduced on all 
foreign coin, and a further reduction must take place soon. The people call for reform --. Let mercantile prac-
tice, and legislation if need be, unite in efforts to accomplish this work, and let the press agitate until we ob-
tain a uniform and purely American currency throughout the union.  
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The RNA Calendar January - February 2014 

Thursday, January 2: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Donovan Shilling - World of Shillings 

Thursday, January 16: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Roger Kuntz - Tughras: Calligraphic Monograms on Orien-

tal Coins 

Friday, January 17: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

Thursday, February 6: 8 PM - RNA Meeting - Alec Ollies - Round Pounds 

Thursday, February 20: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: John Stephens - Chicago Apothecary Weights 

Friday, February 21: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

 

*     Rochester Area Coin Expo: March 9, 2014, 10-3, Double Tree Hotel, 1111 Jefferson Road. 

*     The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua 

Elks Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

*     The John Jay Pittman Memorial Library is available at every regular meeting. There are over one thou-

sand titles to pick from. See the RNA Librarian to sign for and borrow materials. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: 2/23/2014 for March-April; 4/20/2014 for May-June; 6/22/2014 

for July-August; 8/24/2014 for September-October; 10/26/2014 for November-December 2014; and 

12/21/2014 for January-February 2015. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


