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The John Jay Pittman Memorial Library is available at every regular meeting. 

There are over one thousand titles to pick from. 

See the RNA Librarian to sign for and borrow materials. 

Visit our website at http://www.the-rna.com/ 

On March 5, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt declared that all banks in America must close until federal 

inspectors could check their books. If found strong they could reopen. To do business in Rochester, the Clear-

ing House Association issued scrip in various denominations to be used while the area banks were closed.  

When the crisis ended many people kept a one dollar note as a memento. Few folks could afford to keep a 

$20 bill, thus they are scarce. By January 1934 only $9,460 in all denominations of the notes were not re-

deemed and destroyed (almost $4 million were burned). 

The $20 bill pictured above is from the collection of the Rochester Historical Society at the Rundel Library. 
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

     We have reached the half-way point of the current RNA calendar year. I have been having a great 

time and I hope you have been enjoying as well. Feedback from the membership, whether good or bad, is 

always a good thing and is needed. Share your thoughts, feelings and concerns with any officer or board 

member. Your club can only be as good as its membership grooms it. 

     In my first letter as president I made two challenges to you. One challenge is to have each of you help 

strengthen your club in any way you can. Not all of us can give a talk at our meetings or write an article for 

our RNA News. (Those of you who can please do not hesitate to step up). However, just about every one of 

us can stop by a store on their way to our meeting and pick up some chips, pretzels and soda. Maybe you can 

help set up or take down your coin show tables. Can you help maintain a web site for your organization? How 

about talking about your hobby to your children or nieces, nephews and other children? Reach out to share 

your enthusiasm about your hobby, your club. Anything you can do to help your club and promote your hob-

by, no matter how small you think it is, will help. Remember, if not you then who ? 

     One of my interests is trying to get the youth more interested in our hobby by reaching out to youth 

groups. Perhaps we can plan some kind of event or activity for the youth at your next coin show? I found it 

interesting that at our last meeting we had a guest who said he was visiting us because he wanted to re-visit 

and re-start a hobby from his youth. He said he started opening his collection books recently and was finding 

a renewed interest. We welcome him to our and his club. 

     The second challenge I put out was to try to increase fellowship among our membership. How many of you 

have reached out and re-introduced yourself to someone new or someone that you did not know very well? 

For those of you who did, I am certain you see your fellow club member in a different light. For those of you 

that have not, there are always future meetings.  (Continued on page 5) 

T his list of foreign coins and their value in U. S. 
coin is from the Whig Almanac current in 1848 

Rochester, New York. To make change, every mer-
chant would have to be a numismatist able to identi-
fy at least 28 foreign coins. Because of the war ongo-
ing with Mexico, their coins were left off the list. 

The U. S. Congress declared these coins legal tender 
until 1857.Can you imagine trying to make change? 

If you have any of these coins pre-dating 1848, bring 
them to an RNA meeting to show the membership. 

* * * * * 

Q - What is the highest price Lincoln cent in Very Fine 
condition? 

A - Double-struck 1955: $1,750 per Red Book 

Q - What is the highest price Lincoln cent in MS63? 

A - 1922 “no D”: $27,000 
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William F. Sunday, RNA President Thirteen 
By Gerard Muhl, RNA President - 1979 

William Sunday, the thirteenth RNA President, was born in 1889 
in Scranton, Pennsylvania. As a young man he came to Rochester 
to seek work in the booming clothing industry. On December 4, 
1917 he joined the coin club. 

Like so many other young men at the time he was soon swept up 
by the call of World War I. On May 2, 1918 he entered the army 
as a private. Applying for Officer Candidate School, he was sent 
to Camp Dix, New Jersey. Because of severe manpower demands 
he was sent overseas before finishing training and on June 20, 
1918 he was promoted to sergeant. 

Sunday saw action in the St. Mihiel Offensive. In the confusion of 
battle he was reported missing in action for over a month. Later 
he fought in the Limey Sector of France until May 13, 1919 when 
he left to return to the States. On June 5, 1919 he received his 
honorable discharge. 

It is interesting to note how the number 13 played a role in the 
13th RNA President's early life. He was13 days crossing the At-
lantic; sent to the front on Friday the 13th; stayed on the front 
for 13 days; had "13" on rifle, bayonet, pistol and identification 
tags, and he started for the US on May 13. He was in the Army 
for 13 months. 

The year 1921 was momentous for Sunday. First, he was elected 
RNA Secretary. More important, he married Gladys, who re-
mained his wife for 46 years. The coin club gave him a wedding 
gift of a 65-piece set of sterling silver tableware. The $51 cost 
came from a collection taken up by the membership. 

In 1922 Sunday was Secretary, in 1923 Vice President, and in 
1924 he was elected President. For the officers' installation ban-
quet at the Osburn House Hotel Sunday asked for the support of 
the members and begged them to always talk coins, "but not to 
mention the high prices which have discouraged many budding 
collectors." (What would he think of today's coin prices?) 

He then recited a poem that he declared he had dashed off 
while riding in the trolley to the meeting: 

 Series of coinage you'll find there are many 

 From pieces of eight to a mere copper penny 

 To find them in places, where hidden so snug 

 Is a joy only known to the eager coin bug. 

 

 As we gather together each year for a feast 

 To eat and make merry and strive for, at least, 

 To create a new interest, to accomplish still more 

 Add to the record of those gone before. 

 

 With smiling faces and hearts so gay 

 Let's start the New Year upon its way 

 Each be a booster, what do you say? 

 For a bigger and better RNA  

In 1924 Sunday was RNA member number 36. Some members 
on the list before him 
were F. E. Merrett, J. T. 
Alling, B. Max Mehl, 
Henry Chapman, C. F. 
Clark, J. C. Woodbury, 
Wayte Raymond, and 
George Gillette - all 
names important in the 
local economy or in the 
world of numismatics of 
the time. 

During the 1924 annual 
banquet, member Fred King donated three pieces of Swedish 
plate money and a Year 2 Jewish Revolt Shekel. He also gave 40 
Scottish coins. George French, not to be outdone, gave the club 
its collection of Papal coins, and George Bauer increased the 
club's collection of Washington medals by more than 25 pieces. 
A tradition was established of donating to the club's collection at 
annual banquets. 

In October 1924 RNA member Edward Putnam died of a short 
illness. He was the RNA and American Numismatic Association 
curator and director of the Rochester Municipal Museum. Had 
he lived, the course of the club undoubtedly would have been 
different: the ANA might have been headquartered in Rochester. 
The club issued a 2-inch portrait in Putnam's honor. 

William "Billy" Sunday was a noted collector, building a collec-
tion of early silver dollars, half dollars and cents. He often 
showed coins at meetings and gave presentations. One presen-
tation in 1924 focused on the life and work of Victor David Bren-
ner of Lincoln Cent fame. 

When it came to making his past president medal the club mem-
bers persuaded him to wear his army uniform. New member 
Alphonse Kolb cut his dies. It now is one of the most sought-
after club medals. Known as the "Liberty Cap" medal, it shows 
Sunday wearing his military cap. Although of the same design, 
the club commissioned a new reverse die in 1924 for Sunday's 
medal. 

Sunday shared his numismatic knowledge by speaking at club 
meetings but also through writing. He contributed articles to the 
Municipal Museum newsletter. He also wrote a weekly column 
in the Sunday Democrat and Chronicle newspaper. It continued 
through the 1930's and went under the title, "Numismatic 
News." 

When not collecting coins, Sunday worked for Hickey Freeman 
as a trimmer and a tailor. In the 1920's he lived at 49 Rialto 
Street in the city, then moved to 151 Malling Drive until 1955. 

At 66 he retired and moved to St. Petersburg, Florida. He died in 
April 1967 It is interesting to stare into the face of William F. 
Sunday on the RNA's 1924 presidential medal and to remember 
the life of this man who did much to advance the hobby. 
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Club News and Notes  

 Cold weather is still here. Time to hunker down and plan a coin or currency display for the Annual 
Coin Show and Sale the second weekend in November. Work for the A. A. Kolb Best of Show award. Of tech-
nical import: our display cases measure 32 3/4” X 20 3/4”. The cases are two inches high. 

 Back by popular demand - Scavenger Hunt. Each year RNA has sponsored a scavenger hunt. This year 
the challenge is even greater. You will need to find only twelve coins or tokens or pieces of currency. You can 
mix and match, but here’s the catch: Each coin or piece of currency will have to be a different denomination 
from one to twelve. For example: a US two-cent piece, a silver three cent piece, a “Stella,” a British sixpence 
and a Continental Currency Eight Dollar note. When done the coins should represent the face of a clock. The 
prize is a US silver dollar plus the fame of being this year’s big winner (in case of ties a drawing will be held). 
Bring your entry to the Jun 5 RNA meeting. Who will find the most creative pieces for this contest? 

Good Luck and happy hunting! 

 The RNA is again planning an exhibit at the Central Library in downtown Rochester (South Avenue at 
Broad Street). Stay tuned for more information. John Zabel can always use volunteers on this project. 

 Did you know…. Eighth RNA President John Woodbury owned a complete set of gold eagles 1795 - 
1908 (except for two coins). His collection of medals numbered 814 pieces. His large cent collection had nine 
pieces dated 1793 - each a different variety catalogued by Crosby numbers. 

  There will be a Board Meeting at 7 p.m. before the regular meeting on May 1, 2014. 

Q - What was the only bi-metal 20th Century coin issued 

by the U. S. Mint? 

A - 2000W Library of Congress (gold and platinum) 

Q - What was the only 18th Century bi-metal coin issued 

by the United States? 

A - 1792 silver-centered cent (14 known); auctioned for 

$414,000 in 2002 

 

* * * * * 

FROM THE PRESIDENT     (Continued from page 3) 

      This coming August 2014 at the American Numismatic Association Worlds Fair of Money in Chica-

go, your RNA is planning on hosting a regular club meeting while we are there. Hopefully those of you that 

can will come to Chicago from August 5th through 9th. Perhaps share a car and gas expenses with a friend or 

new friend. Maybe share a room to save on expense. I know , I know……  you are going to say what about the 

snoring!!!  Well, bring ear plugs either to give to them at night or for you to wear in the morning so you do 

not have to hear every one complaining. 

     In closing, just remember - any organization can only give what you ask it to give and what you are will to 

help give. 

Keep Smiling !!        

        John P. Vicaretti 
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its authors or by the Rochester Numismatic 
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Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart Auditori-

um of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. 

Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs downstairs to the lower-level meeting room. All are 

welcome! If you have difficulty with stairs ask the receptionist in the auditorium for elevator directions. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are also held in the lower level meeting room at Eisenhart Auditorium; 

for more information, call RJNA advisor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240 for more information.  

Club News and Notes (continued) 

W 
e are pleased to report that in the last three years, twenty-two RNA members wrote articles or oth-

er materials for RNA News; several members provided multiple articles. During the same period, 

twenty-seven members gave talks at our regular meetings; several gave more than one. In all, 

about thirty-five different members spoke at our meetings and/ or wrote for RNA News. Our members’ nu-

mismatic interests cover the entire spectrum of collecting. When you put yourself on the schedule to give a 

talk, it marks a deadline to finish your draft. 

So, create your own deadline to complete an article on your favorite coin or coin series; determine to write a 

biographical sketch about a worthy numismatist or a past RNA President. One page is about 750 words. 

Send your articles to Gerry (and email them to Ted). Editors 

Q - The first National Parks quarter was issued in 2010. 

For what park was it issued? 

A - Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas 

Q - What will the America the Beautiful quarter for New 

York show on the reverse? 

A - Saratoga Battlefield 
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21st Century Numismatics: A Resource for Digital Coin Photography 

Numismatic Photography, 2
nd

 Edition ● Mark Goodman ● Zyrus Press ● 2009 

Review by Roger Kuntz, RNA Member 

 

The author’s stated purpose is to provide the reader with the detailed infor-
mation needed to take high-quality coin photographs. One of his intentions is 
to lessen the trial and error process (and accompanying frustration) that is a 
part of numismatic photography by providing helpful guidelines for producing 
acceptable images. Essential to this process is a framework designed to help 
the reader understand the principles behind using cameras and lighting. His 
chapters have been divided into two parts: essentials that all readers need to 
know and some advanced topics that deal with additional techniques and 
more detailed explanations of the subject matter. His purpose is “to allow 
beginning photographers to learn without being overwhelmed while provid-
ing more advanced photographers with the information needed to enhance 
and improve their skill sets.” The author believes that “given the right lighting 
and setup, quality pictures can be obtained from almost any camera. The ap-
propriate setup and lighting is the real key to good numismatic photography.” 
The author presents his systematic approach to coin photography that is well-
explained and easy to apply. The best feature is the use of side-by-side com-
parison photos that the author employs to illustrate the points that he makes. 
 

The first two chapters deal with the camera and its features, respectively. The third chapter is devoted to useful gadg-
ets, all of the attachments that may be helpful (or even necessary) to the endeavor. The fourth chapter deals with 
lighting equipment and technique. The fifth chapter is about a plethora of imaging concepts – the mastery of which is 
critical to producing acceptable images. In this chapter he elaborates on the use of various lighting methods and fur-
ther discusses techniques involving camera angles and shooting distances. The lighting setup is as fundamental to the 
final outcome as the camera itself. He reveals why a large shooting distance is important and how it may be best ac-
complished. The reason why “high-angle lighting” is important is also explained with the use of side-by-side photos for 
comparison. He also demonstrates the relationship between the number of light sources used and image contrast. The 
sixth chapter addresses the determinants of sharpness. Proper focus, the elimination of camera motion, and aperture 
settings in the middle range are important factors here. The seventh chapter deals with contrast management, an im-
portant subjective factor in determining lighting. It is necessary to make adjustments in this regard for each coin being 
photographed. The eighth chapter deals with color and luster and how these factors influence each other. The ninth 
chapter deals with the special problems presented by high-contrast coins and how to deal with them. The tenth chap-
ter is about medium contrast coins and how to handle their lighting, with particular attention given to altering the 
number of light sources. The next chapter deals with low contrast coins which includes most dark copper, which are 
often the most difficult coins to photograph. Lots of examples are provided here to illustrate how the author handled 
some difficult subjects. In chapter twelve, the author shows why he prefers to photograph raw coins – the images tend 
to be far richer in detail. So the photographs in this chapter are very informative. Chapter thirteen deals with photo-
graphing toned coins – which makes for some very pretty pictures. Taking pictures of proof coins presents a whole 
different set of challenges than does photographing uncirculated coins, particularly if one is interested in preserving as 
much of the color in the images as possible. Chapter fourteen is a special chapter that deals with advanced techniques 
for imaging. This chapter was held back until he had the opportunity to present the technical background in the earlier 
chapters. He also offers chapters on image interpretation, image presentation, and taking photographs of coins that 
have been encapsulated by a grading service. 

Mark Goodman has a website at http://www.coinimaging.com. He has posted articles on coin photography there with 
an image gallery and his contact information for those who may have questions about coin photography. He also oper-
ates a part-time business taking custom photos for collectors. Details may be found on his website. 

http://www.coinimaging.com/
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The RNA Calendar March - April 2014 

Thursday, March 6: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Eric Miller - Confederate Money/ Civil War 

Thursday, March 20: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: S Eisinger, J Lighthouse - How to Sell Coins on eBay 

Friday, March 21: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

Thursday, April 3: 8 PM - RNA Meeting - Gerald Vaccarella - A. A. Weinman - Walking Mystery? 

Thursday, April 17: 8 PM - RNA Meeting: Niels Hansen - Modern Scandinavian Coins 

Friday, April 18: 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 

Friday, May 16: 6:00 PM - Annual Banquet: honoring past President John Lighthouse, Rick’s Prime Rib; 

Details to follow in our next issue. 

Sunday, August 24: Annual Picnic: 1-4 PM, White Brook Nature Area Park (Perinton); enjoy a wonderful 

picnic with numismatic friends and guests in an a/c building complete with stove, oven, refrigerator, running 

water, and rest rooms. Board meeting at noon. A great place to spend the afternoon! Details to follow. 

Rochester Area Coin Expo: March 9, 2014, 10-3, Double Tree Hotel, 1111 Jefferson Road. 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 

Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: 4/20/2014 for May-June; 6/22/2014 for July-August; 8/24/2014 

for September-October; 10/26/2014 for November-December 2014; and 12/21/2014 for January-February 

2015; and 2/22/2015 for March-April. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


