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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings from Rochester, New York.  

 

In case our southern or western members have missed the cold, we in Upstate NY have seen all kinds of rec-
ords set this winter. February was the coldest month ever recorded, with lots and lots of snow. It was not as 
bad as Boston, though. So, if you couldn’t get out, what did you do? I worked on my collection and updated 
some coins. It’s always a great feeling to fill “another hole”. 

 

First and foremost, I would like to review things that are always in the limelight such as: 

   Dues – as of this writing, many members haven't made their dues payments for 2014-15. Remember, our 
year starts July 1st  (2014) and runs to June 30th of the following year (2015). Many members may have had 
the misconception that dues start in January thru December of the same year. Not true! So, if you are past-
due (you haven’t received your yellow membership card), please pay up and keep your membership active. 
We as a coin club don’t want to lose members but may have to for non-payment of dues.  

   Endowment Fund – is continuing to grow. This will allow us to pay future rent and keep our library and coin 
show material here at the RMSC. Remember, I challenged each of you a few months ago to give. I am still 
looking for an 80% participation. And one member has offered to match every contribution to our endow-
ment fund up to $5,000. Reminds me of a 401K. 

    Fund Raising – ideas are still coming in. Watch future newsletters for upcoming  developments. So…. get 
on board and support (your) our club!! The 50/50 drawing tickets at every regular meeting are bringing in 
money – (3) tickets for $2.00 or one ticket for $1.00. The pot of money is bigger and members are excited at 
each meeting to see who is the winner.  

   Website – RNA member and past President Scott Fybush has been upgrading our website. Soon we will be 
able to view the new format at:  http://www.the-rna.com. I have seen previews and know you’ll like it. Once 
the changes are implement, return again as periodically there will be additional changes. 

   Newsletter – are you getting both the email (always in color) and the hard copy? Try just getting the email 
version. This will save our Association valuable funds over time. For every newsletter we mail, it costs us 50 
cents postage and about $1.65 for printing; that adds up quickly. Save the mailed newsletters just for mem-
bers who don’t have access to a computer and the internet; save the club money so  we don’t need to print 
so many newsletters; and save our homes from the paper clutter it generates. That can be another win-win 
situation.  

 

That’s all I have to report right now. Stay warm. Spring will be here soon. 

 

Until next time…… 

        Sharon Miller 

 

P.S.  There will be a Board meeting on April 8th at 6:15 p.m. at RMSC before our regular meeting. Pizza and 
pop provided. (I need a volunteer from the Board to pick up the pizza). 



  

Frederick Douglass, the Rochester Connec-

tion, and the One That Got Away 

By Mark Benvenuto, RNA Member 

Frederick Douglass has a lasting place in the history of 

the United States, but it isn’t usually one that is asso-

ciated with numismatics.  For those of us who barely 

stayed awake in history class, he was one of the earli-

est strong voices for abolition, and the end of slavery 

in the growing United States.  For those of us who 

avidly ate up the material of those same history clas-

ses, Douglass was an amazing man, a former slave-

become-freeman who championed a cause that could 

not ever be separated from his own life.  He was an 

accomplished author, a dazzling orator, and a bold 

champion for the end of slavery at a time when a con-

siderable number of wealthy Americans owed much 

of their wealth to the ownership of slaves.  Though 

we tend to think of this today as a north – south is-

sue, it’s always worth noting that Delaware had slaves 

and slave owners, even though it was a northern 

state, and that Douglass was born as a slave in Mary-

land, another northern state. 

Not long ago I had an opportunity to connect the 

memory of Mr. Frederick Douglass to my own collec-

tion, in the form of what appeared to be a brass or 

bronze medal honoring the man.  The item was rather 

heavily worn, but the image of Mr. Douglass on the 

obverse was still clear; and the artist had done an ad-

mirable job of capturing the ferocious beard and hair 

that seem to be a mark of this gentleman in his later 

years. 

The reverse of the medal was somewhat more worn, 

but seemed to commemorate the International 

Cotton Expo in Atlanta, Georgia.  Since this drew a 

blank for me – even though I did stay awake in history 

class – a little digging brought to light that this was a 

rather large exposition held in 1881 to showcase just 

about everything that could be done with cotton.  It 

was attended by people and companies from 

throughout the United States, and from several for-

eign countries as well.  As one might expect of such a 

gathering, there were plenty of speeches by the lead-

ers of the day.  I have yet to discover that Mr. 

Douglass spoke there (but would love to discuss this 

with anyone who has information on the matter).  But 

there was also an expo of the same name held in 

1895, late in the year.  Since Mr. Douglas passed away 

early in 1895, the medal I saw may simply have been 

a commemorative connecting the two, as the 1895 

expo even sponsored what was called, “Negro Day,” 

on December 26th. 

Now, Douglass’ connection to Rochester is an inter-

esting one.  He edited and published an abolitionist 

newspaper, “The North Star,” right in our city.  Under 

the title was the tag line: “Right is of no sex – truth is 

of no color – God is the father of us all, and we are all 

brethren.”  Those were strong words for 1848.  In 

some places they would have gotten a person 

lynched.  In small print on the front page, “The North 

Star” stated, “The NORTH STAR is published every Fri-

day, at No. 25, Buffalo Street, (Opposite the Arcade).”  

I suspect the streets have changed a bit since then. 

“The North Star” was long gone by the time of the 

Atlanta International Cotton Exposition, and indeed, 

slavery had been abolished for years by the time the 

expo came to pass.  But the Frederick Douglass medal 

was produced for it.  And that’s what gets me to the 

point of “the one that got away.” 

Many of us have probably been on the fulcrum of a 

numismatic purchase, and weighed the pros and 

cons.  None of us want buyer’s remorse, that condi-

tion where we have what we wanted, but suddenly 

feel we paid too much.  On the flip side though, no 

one wants to look back and say, “Darn, I really should 

have bought that.”  In this particular story, I ended up 

in the latter camp.  

As mentioned, the medal I was looking at was pretty 

worn.  The obverse side, sporting Mr. Douglass’ face,  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Frederick Douglass, the Rochester Connec-

tion, and the One That Got Away (Continued) 

looked good, but the reverse really had some wear.  

And the dealer, while an honest soul, didn’t want to 

come down to a price tag I felt I could live with.  So, 

this one got away.  Then, after the fact, doing a bit of 

research in another area, I came across the Frederick 

Douglass – Rochester connection.  Like I said, “Darn, I 

really should have bought that.” 

One of the fun aspects of collecting though is the 

hunt.  It may take a few months, or it may take sever-

al years, but I suspect I’ll find another of the Frederick 

Douglass medals honoring both the man and the ex-

position.  Next time, that’s one medal that won’t get 

away. 
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Arthur Caswell Parker, RNA President Seventeen 

By Tim Flavin, RNA member 

For Arthur Caswell Parker, joining the RNA must have been as natural as breathing.  For most of the 1920's 

up to the mid 1940's, Mr. Parker seemed to have had a hand is all things culturally in Rochester.  The 

RNA's 17th president was Director of the Rochester Museum and Science Center from 1924 to 1945. 

Born April 5, 1881 on the Cattaraugus Reservation of the Seneca nation of New York, President Parker was 

given the Seneca name Gawaso Wanneh (big snowflake). 

President Wanneh was educated with a combination of Indian and Christian beliefs. First he attended Cen-

tenary Collegiate Institute in Hackettstown, New Jersey. He became a frequent visitor to The American Muse-

um of Natural history in New York and became a member of "salon" along with Frederick W. Putman, anthro-

pologist at Harvard, Harriett Maxwell Converse, poet, and Franz Boss, founder of the Ph.D. program at Co-

lumbia University.  Later, President Parker would attend Dickinson Seminary in Williamsport, PA. 

Working as a reporter while attending Dickinson, Mr. Parker dug deeper into his Indian interest and was 

hired in 1904 as ethnologist at New York State Museum.  Here he work his way up the Library ladder by pub-

lishing articles on the Native Americans. 

In 1911, Mr. Parker founded the Society of American Indians, and edited their publication, American Indian 

Magazine. 

In 1925, President Parker left Albany for Rochester, New York, to take the position as Museum Director.  As 

Director, he brought many innovations to the Rochester Museum, stating that a museum was "the University 

of the Common Man." He viewed museums as places that could educate rather than simply dazzle their visi-

tors. Some credited Parker with expanding the ideas of the museum as an educational institution, with their 

detailed, authentic three-dimensional displays and dioramas. These practices, common in today's museums, 

owe something to Dr. Parker, who sweated over the details and accurately of such displays in Rochester. 

These modern museum practices are part the museum studies canon today.  

In 1926, Mr. Parker was elected Secretary of the Rochester Numismatic Association, which held its meetings 

the Municipal Museum (now Rochester Museum and Science Center), at Edgerton Park.  The RNA was sup-

ported by Museum resources, by holding an annual Coin Week with exhibits and the printing of coin week 

cards, which accompanied each member’s displays. Meetings were held once in while in Director Parker's 

office, while the museum underwent renovations.  

In 1927, Wanneh became Vice President of the RNA and in 1928, Mr. Parker became the 17th president of 

the RNA. He thus presided over the 1928 American Numismatic Association Convention held at the Seneca 

Hotel in Rochester, New York. During these festivities, he and his wife hosted the conventioneers at his house 

for an evening of drinks and deserts.   The ANA convention was an RNA group effort and success.  

All this while Director Parker was out in the Rochester Community promoting all hobbies in connection with 

the museum, he was also teaching and publishing on New York Indian History. Wanneh left a long scholarly 

legacy, becoming a respected scholar on the Seneca nation.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Arthur Caswell Parker (continued) 

In 1935, Director Parker was elected the first President of the Society for American Archaeology.  

In December 21, 1943, he gave an RNA talk on Colonial Coins.  

The Parkers lived at 322 Lake Ave. While he was Museum Director he oversaw the fund raising, building 

and moving to what is now the Museum Bausch Hall on East Ave. In addition, Mr. Parker oversaw the renam-

ing of the Museum to the Rochester Museum and Science Center. The RNA made the move to the new Loca-

tion on East Ave. The Director had to charge the club a dollar and half per meeting to cover cleaning and wear 

and tear on chairs and tables.   

Director Parker retired from the Museum in 1945. At about the same time he donated all his coin to the RNA, 

which was estimated to be between 25-50 coins. RNA made him a Life Member. The Parkers then retired to 

Naples, NY.  

Arthur Caswell Parker (Wanneh) died January 1, 1955.  

Additional information on Mr. Parker can be found at the University of Rochester Library and New York State 

Library.   

 

EXONUMIA 

A n interesting piece of numismatic 

memorabilia recently surfaced. It 

is an artist’s proof for a bookplate. 

It was created in 1924 for William Sun-

day, 13th President of Rochester Numis-

matic Association. 

In those ‘pre-computer daze’ it was con-

sidered very important to have a home 

numismatic library - at least for your col-

lecting specialty. 

On the bookplate Sunday uses the word, 

“Numismatology.” Is that a study of one 

who studies numismatics? 

If you find an interesting piece of RNA 

exonumia, send a copy of it to the edi-

tors for inclusion in our newsletter. 

Editors 
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Club News and Notes  

Since the November-December issue of RNA News, one member has joined RNA: We welcome Edward M. 

Cain of Rochester, NY. 

Endowment Committee: We have met and are in the pr ocess of building an investment policy statement 

and working on a flyer to be used to encourage donations to the fund. We will be meeting just before the 

March 11th regular meeting to review progress and set some more goals and assign tasks to be done. We will 

be working with the treasurer to determine the amount of money donated to date. We are also waiting for the 

auction of some of our rare numismatic books that are not used these days but do have sufficient value. We 

will be looking at the collection of duplicates that can be sold to help the endowment. This will be an ongoing 

project. 

The American Numismatic Association Library Started in Rochester, New York 

The Rochester Numismatic Association and the American Numismatic Association have been intimately relat-
ed for years. George Bauer, our 3rd President, was 17th President of the ANA. Harry Yawger, our 7th Presi-
dent, was 15th President of the ANA. From 1913 to 1921 he was ANA Librarian and the ANA Library was here 
in Rochester, New York. Edward D. Putnam, Curator of the Rochester Municipal Museum, was Librarian for 
the ANA from 1921 until his death in 1924. He sponsored many temporary and permanent coin displays in 
the Rochester Museum. In 1923, he served as first Curator of the ANA Collection. From 1924 to 1931, Paul 
Lange, our 15th President, served as Curator and Librarian of the ANA. From 1931 to 1937, Charles Foster, 
our 23rd President and founder of ESNA, served as ANA Curator and Librarian. In 1937, the ANA Library was 
moved from Rochester. Today when collectors admire the fascinating coin collection of the ANA at Colorado 
Springs or make use of the extensive ANA Library, they should think of the few dedicated collectors of old in 
Rochester, New York, who helped get them started.  -  

The Rochester Numismatic Association library, endowed by John J. Pittman, RNA President, 1950, is open at 
every coin club meeting. Librarian Michael Luck will help you find a book. If Mike is not available, Gerry Muhl 
will help. Our library holds more than 1,000 titles. 

In forthcoming issues of the newsletter we will be highlighting portions of our Library collection for the bene-
fit of our members. Another of our related on-going projects is to place an inventory of our titles in a special 
section of our website that would be accessible to all members who have internet access. 

Dates in Numismatic History (Gold) 

Jan. 24, 1848: Gold was discovered near Sutter’s Mill, Coloma, CA. 

Feb. 21, 1853: Act authorizing $3 gold passed. Bring one to an RNA meeting. 

Jan. 16, 1915: Act authorizing striking $50 gold coin. What coin was it? Does the US Mint still strike $50 gold 

pieces? 

Jan. 1, 1934: gold sells at $35 per oz.  

Jan. 8, 1970: gold sells at $34.95 in London. 

Jan. 1, 1971: National Bicentennial Medal in .900 fine gold becomes available in three sizes. Have any of these 

medals survived the melting pot? Bring one to an RNA meeting. 
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The RNA Calendar March - April 2015 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015: 7:30 PM - Meeting: Tim Flavin - Three Flags over the New Orleans Mint 

Wednesday, March 25: 7:30 PM - Meeting: Steve Eisinger - The Spanish Conquest of the Incan Empire 

Wednesday, March 25: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Wednesday, April 8: 7:30 PM - Meeting: George Fekete - World’s Fairs - Official Coins 

Wednesday, April 8: Board Meeting at 6:15 PM, Eisenhar t Auditor ium, lower  level 

Wednesday, April 22: 7:30 PM - Meeting: Susie Scoppa - Money and Mythology 

Wednesday, April 22: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Friday, May 29: 6:00 PM - Annual Banquet honoring past President John Vicaretti; Red Fedele’s Brook 

House Restaurant on West Ridge Road. 

Wednesday, June 10: 7:30 PM - RNA Annual Meeting:  

 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 

Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: 4/26/2015 for  May-June 2015; 6/28/2015 for July-August 2015; 

and August 24 for September-October 2015. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


