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The John Jay Pittman Memorial Library is available at every regular meeting. 

Members may select from more than 1000 titles. 

See the RNA Librarian to sign for and borrow materials. 

Visit our website at http://www.the-rna.com 

Rochester Numismatic Association Fund-Raiser 

A gricultural and Mechanical Society Award Medals of the United States, 3rd Edition, with nearly 100 

new pieces, will be published on or about 1 June 2015. The cost is $95. 

For RNA club member sales prior to 1 June 2015, all proceeds above cost will be donated to the RNA in the 

purchaser’s name.  

In addition, the authors will create a special book-related pre-publication rarity for each book purchased. 

This has the potential of turning the possessor a real profit if it comes to the attention of numismatic biblio-

philes!        - Andrew Harkness 

T hanks to a generous matching gift from Dr. Steve Eisinger, the RNA Endowment has reached its first 

goal of raising $10,000. We are at one third the funds needed to help guarantee the Association can 

cover our annual meeting room costs into the future. Your Endowment Committee has been looking at ways 

of investing the funds for the most reliable return. We have looked at the Rochester Area Community Foun-

dation (www.racf.org/) as a place to invest the funds. They handle funds for many Rochester area not-for-

profit organizations, including school districts, libraries, etc. If the membership is interested we can arrange 

a presentation by the foundation at a future meeting. In the mean time, stay tuned for future updates and 

opportunities by which members can help to grow our Endowment. 

        - Endowment Committee 
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Regular Rochester Numismatic Association meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 pm on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays at Eisenhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 

East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the right

-side door and go down the stairs to the lower level meeting room. For elevator service to the lower level 

call 271-4552 X 601 to speak with the Eisenhart security desk attendant. Entry for the elevator is through 

the Genesee Community Charter School door. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings will be held during 2015 at 7:30 pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, call RJNA advi-

sor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.  
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

      April showers (or snow) bring May flowers and with that comes our annual RNA Ban-
quet. This year we honor past President John Vicaretti. Won’t you come? Delicious food, great 
friends, awards and medals are on the program. I’m excited to see what John has on his med-
al; then I will add his medal to my collection. Look for details elsewhere in this newsletter. 

      Our Endowment Fund is growing. Steve Eisinger gave a generous contribution of matching 
donations when the RNA raised $5,000. Thank you Steve! If you have given monies, I say 
“thank you”. If you haven’t given, please consider what you can monetarily give. With every-
one’s contributions, we can be successful in paying rent for years to come. Remember, this is 
an on-going project so the Endowment Committee will keep you posted on our progress. 

     Don’t forget…there is a World’s Fair of Money American Numismatic Association Conven-
tion being held in Rosemont, Illinois from August 11th thru 15th. Our own Gerry Muhl will be 
doing a presentation on RNA Medals on Friday, August 14th. Admission is $6 for the public, 
free for ANA members, and Saturday, August 15th  is free for all. Plan on joining your fellow 
members there. Whatever you are looking for, I’m sure you will find it. 

      In conclusion, I will soon be stepping down as your President. My term of office will be 
ending June 30th and I’ll be passing my duties and responsibilities on to Jerry Vaccarella, our 
current Vice President. I have enjoyed every office I’ve held. It has also been quite a learning 
experience for me, from going to the ANA Convention last year to working with different 
members over the past year. 

      Thank you for the encouraging emails and thanks to officers and board members for sup-
porting me thru board meetings and RNA meetings in general. I appreciated your thoughts 
and input. And thank you, RNA members, for allowing me to have some  discussion time with 
you in the RNA News. I will hold one more Board meeting on Wednesday, June 10, just ahead 
of the annual meeting that evening. 

      With thanks ……… 

Sharon Miller 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

US Currency - Did You Know…. 

 The Bureau of Engraving and Printing can print ten million Federal Reserve notes in 24 minutes. What is 

the highest value in dollars that can be produced in 24 minutes? One Billion 

 How long (in inches) is every current Federal Reserve note?  6.14 inches 

 Of what two materials is our currency made?    Linen and cotton 

 What building is on the back of the ten dollar bill?   U. S. Treasury Building 

 Which weights more: a one cent piece or a one dollar bill?  Once cent (2.5 gm); $1 one gram 

 What vehicle was depicted on the $10 note series beginning 1928? None - it was a composite 
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Did Your Commemorative Dollar Help Win 
WW II? 

Gerard Muhl, RNA President - 1979 

When World War II began in Europe on September 1, 
1939, few people in America felt that the US would be 
able to successfully remain out of the conflict. As 
pressures built numerous scientists fled their Europe-
an homeland for the safety of America. Along with 
them they brought the terrifying revelation that Ger-
many was working to develop a nuclear bomb and 
that they were well on their way to success. 

At the urging of ex-patriots, Albert Einstein wrote to 
President Franklin Roosevelt urging the US to enter 
into research for its own atom bomb building pro-
gram. Thus, the road to Hiroshima began its arduous 
path. 

To build a bomb, Uranium 235 was needed in quanti-
ties unheard of until then. Uranium ore was procured 
from Canada and the Congo. Turned into a gas, Urani-
um 235 had to be separated from U-238. To do this 
the material was pumped through a vacuum in the 
presence of a strong magnetic field. 

Special iron magnets resembling donuts 20 feet by 20 
feet by two feet thick were created for the project 
and shipped to Oak Ridge, Tennessee. In all, 940 mag-
netic coils were made between February 1943 and 
August 1944. These iron electro-magnets were 
wound with silver from the West Point Bullion Depos-
itory and fabricated by Phelps Dodge Copper Products 
Company. A total of 13,540 short tons of silver were 
loaned to Oak Ridge and the Manhattan Project. 
Where did these 395 million troy ounces of silver 
come from? 

The Emergency War Silver Act of December 18, 1942 
caused 52,730933 silver dollars to be melted. Most 
ironically many were believed to be Peace Dollars. 
The other approximately 12,000 tons of silver came 
from bullion on hand at West Point. 

Between 1934 and 1937 the US purchased for its stra-
tegic reserve over 200 million ounces of silver from 
China. China got much needed foreign exchange with 
which to pursue its war with Japan while the US kept 
the price of silver down to prevent the Japanese from 
earning a windfall on their hoard of silver being used 
for their future war plans. 

Once the Oak Ridge plant was ready for operation 
Eastman Kodak Company was called upon to run the 
super-secret 59,000 acre complex. Workers all did 
their small compartmental role not knowing that they 
were working to build the most powerful bomb ever 
known up to that time. 

Many workers wondered, however, why the nails in 
their shoes pulled toward those giant silver-wrapped 
iron donuts. Wristwatches would not work in the 
plant, and special non-ferrous tools had to be or-
dered. Before the project was done almost 33,000 
workers could say that they helped win the war. 

As an aside, almost every ounce of silver borrowed 
from West Point was returned after the war; less than 
one percent was lost. 

Over the years the strategic silver supply was sold off 
in the form of modern-day commemorative coins. 
Perhaps one in your collection helped to make the 
Atom Bomb and win World War II. 

 

Below: Anniversary medal and lapel pin. 



  

 

Wandering in a Numismatic Snowstorm 

Jerry Vaccarella, RNA member 

  We are always looking for the next coin treasure just 
around the corner of our lives.  It was such a case that be-
fell the ever vigilant "Dr. Watson". That I once dressed as 
Dr. Watson at a Halloween Party (stethoscope and bowler 
hat in hand) might stand to reason for my Sherlockian 
ways. In a household auction ad I spied a slight reference 
to coins and silver dollars. Why not," I asked myself but 
noted that this auction was in the middle of the snowed-in 
Western NY month of February. The Dr. Watson in 
me thought, "Hmm, what if people don't show up and I'm 
the only person interested in silver dollars".  Reluctantly, I 
ventured out the next Saturday.  The parking lot of the 
auction house was rimmed with six feet of snow and cars 
were boxed in like a matchbox car display box.  I realized I 
couldn't squeeze my car in there lot but observed the 
nearby real estate broker store front and driveway. Per-
fect. It was a quick 150 foot walk back to the auction 
house.  

     I entered the auction building and joined the wandering 
crowd. Farmers in overalls, housewives with curious kids 
and the whole gamut of country humanity were there. I 
made my way to the case where I suspected these valua-
ble silver dollars and other coins were located. I asked the 
friendly auctioneer about the coins. "Do you need a 
glass?” He smiled and pushed one my way without my re-
ply. "I'd like to see the silver dollars first, I pleaded." Of 
course", he replied and passed a plastic bag full of 8 Eisen-
hower Dollars. I looked through them and realized there 
wasn't one Eisenhower dollar that had any silver in it!  In 
addition, I rated the eight dollars dull and quite circulated. 
"Could I see the other coins?" I intoned.  He pushed half 
a cigar box toward me filled with grimy plastic bags filled 
with grimy coins. There were one bag of wheat pennies, 
two rolls of wheat pennies,8 Canadian large cents 
scattered on the bottom of the box, a "pound" (the "J and 
S" description ) of foreign coins, a bag of tokens/exonumia 
of interest, a bag of Chuck E Cheese tokens and a dirty 
plastic bag with a tattered letter in it. I thought to myself. 
Why is this little tattered letter bag doing with the coins? 
Maybe it's a very old letter that needs to be pieced togeth-
er"?  Through the grime I decided the cigar box was the 
only group of coins I was really interested in. A separate 
bag with 10 coins (Buffalo nickels and two mercury dimes) 
had all common dates and common circulation. I wan-
dered around looking for glass gems and other collectibles 
but the air was full of chatter and little that was of interest 
in the world of antiques.  

    The cigar box was my cause and I'd stick around for its 

resolution. Coming all that way in the snowy confines of 
Monroe and Wayne counties, I had to see this to the 
end.  It was fun watching the items go up. Suddenly the 
auctioneer stopped and asked that a car be moved, and 
then a request was made for another car to be moved. 
Abruptly one of the auction workers piped up and said in a 
loud, powerful voice a certain lady tried to get her car out 
and couldn't wait and had damaged another car while 
leaving…nervous laughter occurred and the auctioneer 
moved on. I felt a quiet vindication for the extra 150 feet I 
traveled to the next parking lot but sympathy for the in-
jured car owner. Suddenly, I heard "silver dollars". The 
auctioneer went 50, 50 50 and suddenly came down to $5. 
My card went up... 8 Ike dollars for a $5 bill? Mathematical 
sense, I thought. Then I heard ten dollars and rapidly $25. 
Someone paid $25 for $8 of coin value! Back to the auc-
tion rhythm. Finally the Mercury dime/Buffalo nickel lot 
went up and was gaveled down for $20. At long last the 
cigar box went up for auction. I needed to get this lot to 
make my night complete and the trip through the slush for 
more than a cup of coffee. My auction card went up and I 
heard $20 or $25 dollars. No matter. It would be fun look-
ing though these coins. I had noticed a grimy President 
Garfield campaign medal of 1880 and an uncirculated 
Green Whiskey River advertising piece. Other key coins 
made the final gavel on the cigar box worth the money. 

    The journey home was weather slow as I had great an-
ticipation for my, mostly, uninspected treasures.  I finally 
reached home and began exploring my cigar box. After 
looking through quite a few coins, I thought, "what 
about the tattered letter". I felt of the plastic bag but I felt 
paper but then thickened paper? I finally uncovered the 
tattered letter and realized there was a coin there, a per-
fect walking liberty half dollar, black as a night with no 
stars! No wonder the letter was there. I immediately put 
the letter together as best I could.  It was two sided and 
went through this long testimonial about Spiegel Tires. It 
claimed coupons were sent out before about discounted 
tires but now Mr. Spiegel was desperate. He enclosed 50 
cents to pay for the mounting of a Spiegel tire for a one 
month tryout! The average salary was $4.50 a day so 50 
cents was quite a chunk of money. Depression years trans-
lated to low sales of anything. Mr. Spiegel had a nice 
square paper coin holder and I lifted the coin out of the 
holder and saw the deeply black, gooey reverse of the half 
dollar. It made me think treasure takes a lot of hard work; 
think "Treasure of the Sierra Madre,” Humphrey Bogart, 
1948. 

   I had recently heard of some of the new uses of the 
NASA laboratories in Florida.  One of them was they could 
chemically conserve coins without damaging the coin; 
most of the time.  (Continued on page 6.) 
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(Continued from page 5.) No guarantees were given. A 
quick call and off my black coin went to NASA. Why not? 
The golden cigar box had already given me lots of gems. If 
this black, 1937 walking Liberty half fell flat on Liberty's 
face, I had the rest of the cigar box; a heavy bronze bicen-
tennial medal, an American Legion medallion, an old Philly 
transportation token to go with scads of Chuck E Cheese 
tokens. I could get a token pizza out of this cigar 
box! What if there was a 1909S VDB penny in a roll? I had 
lots of backup treasures. 

    I noticed the letter was dated 1938. I can see the Spiegel 
workers opening the new roll of half dollars from the bank, 
placing them in the "letter coin holder" and mailing them 

out.   The next day I saw my brother who smiled when I 
told him I sent the coin to NASA. It was a quizzical smile 
like maybe there's a few screws loose in my head! Later in 
the week my cell phone rang and there was one of those 
"unknown-0-Private number" cell flashes. I don't know 
why but I picked up the cell phone. There was a very excit-
ed voice on the other end of the cell. After a quick chemi-
cal application NASA scientists were ecstatic. They had 
never seen a coin come out like this.  The coin retained its 
original luster. It was a gem coin like it came right out of a 
bank wrapped roll!  Just think, it has a letter of authenticity 
with it from Mr. Spiegel. I never heard of his tires but then 
Raphus cucullatus didn't fly either and we still know about 
the “dodo” bird. “Happy Trails” Treasure Hunters! 

 

Club News and Notes  

Since the March-April issue of RNA News, one member has joined RNA: We welcome Mike Suchan of Mac-

edon, NY.              * * * * * 

Annual Banquet Honoring John P. Vicaretti, 102nd President of the RNA  

O ur 99th Annual Banquet will be held on Friday, May 29, 2015 at:  

Red Fedele’s Brook House, 920 Elmridge Center Drive, Rochester, NY 14626 585-723-9988 

Tickets are $30, payable in advance. 

6:00 PM — Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar  

7:00 PM — Dinner  

Join us for fine dining, followed by member recognition, presentation of awards, and introduction of the new-

est RNA Presidential medal. Please see VP Jerry Vaccarella to complete your reservation and pre-pay to re-

ceive your tickets at or before our regular meeting on Wednesday, May 13th. Reservations by mail will be ac-

cepted if received no later than Friday, May 22, 2015 , at which time we must provide Brook House with our 

final tally.  Registration and tickets will be available at our next regular meeting on Wednesday, May 13. Don't 

miss the fun and friendship of our great Association. 

Don’t forget to bring a door prize for the after-dinner drawing. Sharing numismatic-related door prizes of moder-

ate value has been a long-standing tradition at our annual banquets. 

W e have just heard what we long suspected: Brighton Tokens and Coins is relocating to 1492 Monroe 

Avenue, in  the building with the blue awning adjacent to Manuel Jewelers. They’re about one mile 

west of their old location; they offer a discount to RNA members on numismatic books and supplies. 

A bout fifty titles in the RNA Library have been placed together in one of our library cabinets in order to 

enable members to peruse them more easily. Most of these books and catalogs are recent publications 

or revised editions, and include US and foreign coinage and currency, ancient coinage, medals and numis-

matic history. Future newsletters will list titles of this group of books. See RNA Librarian Michael Luck at any 

meeting. 
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Club News and Notes (continued) 

The Nominating Committee announced the following Officer and Board member candidates for 2015-16: 

President:  Jerry Vaccarella  Secretary:  Paul Taylor 

Vice President: George Fekete   Treasurer:  David Robinson 

Board member: Jason Childers   Board member: John Lighthouse 

Curator:  John Zabel   Librarian:  Michael Luck 

A vote for these nominees will be held at the annual meeting on June 10, 2015. 

A t the annual meeting on June 10, 2015, the following amendments to the By Laws of the Association 
will be voted upon. The first will add a permanent Endowment Committee; the second will simplify ap-

pointments made to the position of Assistant Curator by the Curator. 

(new)    Article VI, Committees, Section 1 (f)    Endowment Committee 

(new)    Article VI, Section 4.       Endowment Committee. The primary purpose of the RNA Endowment is to 
generate revenue to be used to provide for the rental costs associated with regular meetings of the Associa-
tion, and for such other costs as may be approved by the Board of Directors. 

The Endowment Committee shall consist of at least five, and no more than seven members, one of whom 
shall be the Curator. The Treasurer shall be an Ex-Officio member. The Endowment committee shall meet at 
least annually to review and determine the status of the Endowment, and to recommend changes, if any, to 
the Board of Directors. The Committee shall report the results to the Board of Directors and to the general 
membership both at the Annual Meeting of the Association and through the newsletter of the Association. 
The Committee shall maintain general oversight of special fund-raising undertaken in support of the Endow-
ment and the costs associated with its purposes. The Committee shall act in an advisory capacity to the Cura-
tor with respect to the management of the RNA Collection.  

(modified) Article V, Officers, Section 4 (f) Assistant Curator. The Curator may appoint one or more 
members as Assistant Curator to assist in the performance of the Curator's duties. The Assistant Curator may 
have access to the collection with the permission of the Curator, and shall have no vote on the Board of Di-
rectors. The Assistant Curator shall take office only when approved by a majority vote of the Board of Direc-
tors, for a term concurrent and ending with that of the Curator, unless earlier termination be made by a ma-
jority vote of the Board of Directors. Upon Board approval, the Assistant Curator appointment shall be con-
firmed in writing, copy to the Secretary. 

ROPEX 2015 National Stamp Show 

Friday, May 15 - Sunday, May 17 

Hours: Friday 11-6, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-3 

Sponsored by the Rochester Philatelic Association 

Theme: “Elvis Presley – Return to Sender” 

Welcoming the national convention of the Auxiliary 

Markings Club     www.postal-markings.org 

20+ US and Canadian Dealers 

New Location:   (Free Parking) 

The Greater Canandaigua Civic Center, 250 North 

Bloomfield Rd, Canandaigua (I-90 Exit 44 to NY 332 

South, Right onto North Street for 3/4 mile) 

Daily Admission $2, Free for everyone Sunday! 

Free every day for RPA members & Youth under 18!  

Stamps, Covers, Postcards, 125+ Exhibit Frames, US Postal 

Service, Special Cancels and Cachets, Free Stamp ID and 

Valuing 

www.rpastamps.org/ropex.html (585) 752-6178 
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar May - June 2015 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015: 7:30 PM - Sheryl Zabel: Queen Zabel, a Medieval Coin 

Wednesday, May 27: 7:30 PM - Meinhart Speaking Contest: beverage and pizza provided 

Wednesday, May 27: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Friday, May 29: 6:00 PM - Annual Banquet honoring past President John Vicaretti; Red Fedele’s Brook 

House Restaurant on West Ridge Road. See details on page 6. 

Wednesday, June 10: 7:30 PM - Jason Childers: Coins of Free Ireland; RNA Annual Meeting; Board meet-

ing at 6:15 PM 

Wednesday, June 24: 7:30 PM - Annual Year-End Auction 

Wednesday, June 24: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Sunday, August 24: Annual Picnic: 1-4 PM, White Brook Nature Area Park (Perinton); Board meeting at noon. 

 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 

Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: 6/28/2015 for  July-August 2015; August 26 for September-

October 2015; and October 28 for November-December 2015. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


