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Regular Rochester Numismatic Association meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 pm on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays at Eisenhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 

East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the right

-side door and go down the stairs to the lower level meeting room. For elevator service to the lower level 

call 271-4552 X 601 to speak with the Eisenhart security desk attendant. Entry for the elevator is through 

the Genesee Community Charter School door. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings will be held during 2015 at 7:30 pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, call RJNA advi-

sor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.  
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

The recent sale of the 1894-S dime in Mint PR-66 at the FUN convention in Florida struck an unusual 

chord in me. The coin was described as the "finest known" by the experts. Besides thinking about bril-

liant-condition Barber dimes, I started thinking about our own Rochester Numismatic Association.  We are 

blessed to have a great group of people who grace our meetings every second and fourth Wednesday of the 

month. The knowledge and expertise of our members is demonstrated at our meetings consistently. We always 

see rare and unusual coins in top condition from members or part of our wonderful collection of coins, books, 

paper money and exonumia that belong to the RNA. Thanks to some of our dealers and others, coins are of-

fered for purchase as well. What an idyllic life for a numismatist! I'm affirming here that RNA is certainly MS

-70 and the "finest known" club in the USA. 

Speaking of some of the "finest known," we will be honoring past President Sharon Miller at our annual ban-

quet at Red Fedele's Brook House Restaurant on May 20. Put that date on your calendar for a fun night, good 

food and comradery. Keep in mind our great summer picnic and circle August 21 as well with details on these 

events to come. 

Our website continues to develop into a great site for those within the Rochester area and for those RNA mem-

bers and others who live beyond our immediate reach. All organizations that are successful keep up with the 

times and their age of invention. Developing an excellent website is another way of saying we continue to 

march forward as a vibrant organization. 

I noticed while browsing through some past newsletters that RNA presidents often introduce themselves. This 

is a belated introduction more than halfway through the year! I started collecting coins in the third or fourth 

grade and joined RJNA in the fourth grade. I held all the offices (Secretary twice) through the years. I was 

president of the RJNA as a high school junior. Mr. Edward Meinhart was a wonderful mentor/advisor for the 

group and me. Other notable youth activities related to the Boy Scouts. I was an Eagle Scout and remember 

that the legendary Jesse Owens was the primary speaker at the Eagle Scout celebratory dinner at the Rochester 

Chamber of Commerce. I was reminded of Jesse Owens when I attended the excellent movie "Race" a few day 

ago. After college there was grad school and beyond to a more than forty-year career as a teacher and a school 

administrator. Wearing a "different hat," I became a three-time Subway Restaurant franchise owner. I have 

been a glass collector for many years and lecture on glassware when opportunities arise. I have other collec-

tions too numerous to mention! I like to write and am working on a screen play and a book related to the peo-

ple involved with the designing of our coins in the early twentieth century. Do you know what the "Flying Ea-

glet" was? You'll find out at one of our RNA meetings. 

        Gerald Vaccarella 

Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands 

By Gerald Vaccarella, RNA President, 2016 

While browsing through some coins recently acquired, 

I noticed how young this one queen looked. I had seen 

a postcard of her as well while perusing my postcard 

collection and wondered if she was successful during 

her reign. I had just read an account of World War II 

London which included a small reference about the 

tenacity shown by this same Dutch queen, Wilhelmi-

na.   

I knew I had some coins with her likeness on them. 

On eBay I found a 10 gulden Gold coin and a likeness 

that reminded me of my granddaughters: my two 

beautiful princesses.  The melding of these ideas made 

me want to learn more about Queen Wilhelmina and 

the influence she had on her country for a long time. 

In fact, she reigned from 1890 to 1948.  

(Continued on page 4) 

 



  

(From page 3) Wilhelmina was 10 when she became 

Queen of the Netherlands. Her mother, Emma of Wal-

deck-Pyrmont, acted as regent until 1898. Wilhelmina 

was formally inaugurated as queen at age 18.  

The sturdy Dutch queen saw her country through the 

demise of its colonialism, World War I, the economic 

crisis of 1933, and World War II. Queen Wilhelmina 

ruled with intelligence and a facility for finance that 

kept her country strong throughout her tenure.  She 

had a personal fortune that grew, through shrewd in-

vestment, to over a billion dollars.  She was the first 

female to become a billionaire. 

British Queen Victoria penned an evaluation of Queen 

Wilhelmina in her diary after a visit by the Dutch 

Queen in the 1890s: “The young queen still has her 

hair hanging loose. She is slender and graceful, and 

makes an impression as a very intelligent and very 

cute girl... She speaks good English and knows how to 

behave with charming manners.” The 1897 10 Gulden 

gold coin has the young queen sporting hair that's 

"hanging loose". Later all of her likenesses ap-

peared with her hair in a bun or pulled back. Queen 

Wilhelmina seemed to always think out of the box -

 loose hair or not. Her later coins show a more con-

servative likeness.  

Queen Wilhelmina was a strong-willed and forceful 

personality from the beginning. At age twenty she sent 

a Dutch ship to South Africa to rescue Paul Kruger, 

the embattled President. The Queen had a stern dislike 

of Great Britain then because of the Boer War and 

usually spoke her mind on issues of the day.  Emperor 

Wilhelm II was the head of the German Empire in the 

early twentieth century. Just before World War I he 

invited the young queen to visit one of the most pow-

erful rulers in the world. The emperor thought he 

would impress the young queen of a small country. He 

told her, "my guards are seven feet tall and yours are 

only shoulder-high to them." Wilhelmina smiled po-

litely and replied, "Your Majesty, your guards are sev-

en feet tall, but when we open our dikes the water is 

ten feet deep." During World War I the queen was 

noted to inspect troops without notice. She 

helped endear the people of her country through her 

confidence and strength. Winston Churchill said of 

Queen Wilhelmina, "During World War II Queen 

Wilhelmina was the only "real man" among all of the 

"Royals" who were in exile within the United King-

dom." 

At age 21 Queen Wilhelmina married and spent the 

next 8 years trying to produce an heir to the throne to 

no avail. The queen and the citizens of Holland knew 

that a German prince would be the heir apparent to the 

Dutch Throne. Holland would then become part of the 

German Empire. The people of Holland wanted to 

keep their fierce independence away from the thumb 

of the Germans.  After several miscarriages the Queen 

finally gave birth to Princess Julianna and the whole 

country breathed a sigh of relief.  

During World War II King George VI sent the war-

ship HMS Hereward to rescue Queen Wilhelmina, her 

family and government. The HMS Hereward 

brought them to safety in the United Kingdom. The 

queen realized she could do much for the Dutch peo-

ple in exile and away from the stranglehold of the Na-

zis. The king offered the Queen living facilities and 

the use of the BBC. Queen Wilhelmina made excel-

lent use of the BBC and gave her country the will to 

resist the Nazis. Her broadcasts strengthened the re-

sistance of the Dutch people. Those forces that were 

part of her personality gave the Dutch people breaths 

of fresh air to endure the struggle to survive the Ger-

man forces. To put an exclamation point on her 

strength, as an exiled royal, she became the first queen 

to address the United States Congress on August 5, 

1942.  

After World War II Queen Wilhelmina returned to the 

Netherlands to help establish a strong post-war gov-

ernment.  She decided to move out of her pre-World 

War II palace to a mansion.  After this move 

her health began to fail and she ended her 57-year 

reign as Queen of the Netherlands on September 4, 

1948. She lived until 1962 and watched her daughter 

Juliana joyfully continue a royal reign as queen.  
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Collecting 1915 and 1916 

By Mark Benvenuto, RNA Member 

It looks like the United States Mint will be producing 

some special commemorative coin this year, as a trib-

ute to the 100th anniversary of the Mercury dime.  Ap-

parently there will now be a gold dime, as it were, 

made to the same specifications as the 1/10th ounce 

gold eagle bullion coins.  Perhaps the powers-that-be 

are feeling the recent success of the gold Kennedy half 

dollars means that another special gold piece might 

whet the collective appetites of collectors.  Or perhaps 

someone in the Treasury Department just wants this to 

happen.  But at a time when all eyes are on a new 

chapter in what might be called a closed book, it might 

be wise to look back.  What we mean is that it might 

be a very good time to look at six coins – the Barber 

dime, quarter and half dollar, and the Mercury dime, 

Standing Liberty quarter, and Walking Liberty half 

dollar.  

The Barber coinage came out of the gate in 1892 in a 

rather large way.  More than 12 million dimes came 

out of the Main Mint in Philadelphia, another 3.8 mil-

lion were anted up by the branch facility down in the 

Big Easy at the mouth of the Mighty Mississippi, and 

almost a million more came out of the Granite Lady in 

San Francisco.  When it comes to quarters there were 

8.2 million made at Philly, a bit more than 2.4 million 

from way down south, and again almost a million 

from the west coast.  When it comes to half dollars 

there were less overall, with just under a million from 

the east, only 390,000 from New Orleans, and just 

over 1 million from the west.  But all these numbers 

do add up to something – they add up to a lot of Bar-

ber silver.  And that was just Year 1. 

By the end of the run of Barber coinage, mintages 

were generally as high, with an exception or two.  The 

New Orleans Mint had been shut down by then, but in 

1916 a combined total of over 24 million dimes came 

from 

two 

Mints 

on the 

two 

coasts, 

more 

than 8 

million 

quarters 

came 

from two 

– this 

time 

Philadel-

phia and the new branch in Denver – and 2.8 million 

halves came from three Mints, although 1915 was the 

last year of the Barber half dollar, and the Philly issue 

is the rarity, with only 138,000 to its tally.  But once 

again, there is a lot of silver here, and assembling 

some sort of date set should not be all that difficult.  

As one might expect, a Barber half dollar from 1915 

will be the most expensive of the three coins that an-

chor the end of the Barber series.  Yet even here, $100 

will buy a person a fairly handsome coin, something 

like a VF-20.  That same outlay can land a collector a 

Barber quarter or 

dime in grades such 

as AU-50 or perhaps 

slightly higher. 

With three Barber 

coins as a start point, 

a person might then complete a short, transition set by 

looking at the first year of issue of the successor de-

signs to the Barbers.  The coins first released in 1916 

were all winning designs in a very limited national 

competition among three accomplished artist-sculptors 

of the day, with Adolf A. Weinman turning in those 

that would become the Winged Liberty dime, aka the 

Mercury dime, as well as the Walking Liberty half 

dollar, and with Hermon A. MacNeil turning in that 

which would become the Standing Liberty quarter.  

The third artist in this competition, Albin Polasek, did 

not end up producing a winning design.   

It has been noted before that these three designs and 

denominations completed a larger redesign of the im-

ages on our coins from $20 double eagle all the way 

down to the 1-cent piece, a redesign effort initiated 

and championed by President Roosevelt.  Undoubted-

ly, all three of these images are departures from what 

came before, with perhaps the Mercury dime looking 

closest to any previous, traditional image.  Almost all  

(Continued on page 6) 
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(From page 5) collectors are aware that in that first 

year of issue, 1916, all three of these denominations 

have either a rarity or a key coin.  The Mercury dimes 

have a celebrated rarity, the 1916-D, with 264,000 

minted.  If a person real-

ly thinks about it, he or 

she can readily come to 

the conclusion that this 

“rarity” is simply a 

function of the apparent-

ly never-ending love affair collectors have with the 

Mercury dime (after all, every $3 gold piece ever is-

sued is rarer).  The 1916 Standing Liberty quarter is 

another rarity, with only 52,000 issued – this as the 

year 1916 came to a close.  As for the Walking Liber-

ty half dollars, the issues from two of the three Mints, 

meaning Philadelphia and San Francisco, are both 

coins that can be considered keys, even if they are not 

as rare as the just-mentioned 1916 dimes and quarters. 

If a person wants 

to, he or she can 

easily add a com-

mon Mercury 

dime and a Walk-

ing Lib-

erty half 

from 

1916, 

and 

switch to 

a 1917 

Standing 

Liberty quarter for any collection that emphasizes the 

changes in design.  The 1916 dimes from the Main 

Mint are wonderfully affordable, even in the lower 

grades of mint state.  Both the quarter and half will 

cost a few hundred dollars each for those lower mint 

state specimens, which may not qualify as dirt cheap, 

but aren’t insanely high either.   

If we think about it, the gold Mercury “dime” of 2016 

might or might not become the next hot item from our 

Mint.  But whether it becomes a valued rarity, or is 

greeted with an ear-splitting yawn by the collecting 

community, one could end up becoming an excellent 

addition to any type set from 1915 – 1916, the years 

that saw three of our classic silver coins unveiled.   

* * * * * 

A Numismatic Thank You from RNA 

On November 24, 2015, RNA President Gerald Vac-

carella presented attorney Ross Lanzafame with a gift 

to thank him for his assistance in negotiations with the 

Museum concerning RNA meeting space. RNA mem-

bers will recall that negotiations took place over a pe-

riod of months during 2014 and 2015, and were de-

tailed by RNA member Roger Kuntz beginning with 

the November-December 2014 issue of RNA News. 

Ross wrote the following note to Roger on November 

25, 2015: “Yesterday, I was visited by Jerry and Ted 

Vaccarella who delivered the most fantastic present, 

on behalf of the RNA. It is a beautiful 1778 Thirty 

Dollar Bill (Continental note), museum/archival 

framed, with a stand.  I was and am speechless, Rog-

er. It was most unexpected and really above and be-

yond on the part of RNA. Helping you and RNA truly 

was my pleasure. But, I have to say it really is out-

standing and, as you recall, from the period of Ameri-

can history that most fascinates me. Thank you very, 

very much. Please be assured it has a place of honor in 

my home.” Thanks also to Roger for his efforts on be-

half of RNA. [Below: Jerry Vaccarella makes the presen-

tation  to Ross Lanzafame while Ted Vaccarella looks on.] 



7 

Club News and Notes  

Place Your Ad Here! 

Support your Association and this Newsletter 

Business card ad:  $ 25 per year 

One-quarter page ad:  $ 45 per year 

Rates effective July 2015 - June 2016 

Email Ted at tedvacc@yahoo.com 

Since the November-December  issue of RNA News, three new members joined RNA: we welcome Andrew 

Vorrasi, Joseph Ackerman and Donna Ackerman, all of Rochester, New York.  

A Visit to North American Mint on Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

On RNA club night - our April 13 regular meeting - we will meet at 7:30 pm for an on-site tour of North American Mint. 

Refreshments will be served before the meeting at the mint, from 7 to 7:30. 

Bring a coin or medal to “show and tell” our members about. A prize 

silver dollar (counterfeit) will be given for the best presentations. 

We next will have a guided tour and watch medals being made. No 

auction this night. We will adjourn around 9 pm. 

 North American Mint is located at 1600 Lexington Avenue across 

from Edison Tech High School (just east of Lee Road). It is in a large 

windowless industrial complex. 

Go into the complex and pass by the guardhouse/ 

coffee house. Drive straight to the back of the com-

plex and turn right. Follow the  railroad tracks. 

When they turn right, follow them to the end of 

the cul-de-sac and look for the NAM sign. At the 

loading dock enter NAM (six stairs).  

Numismatist of the Year 

1988 - 1989 Gerard E. Muhl 

1989 - 1990 Not awarded 

1990 - 1991 Douglas G. Borden 

1991 - 1992 John Jay Pittman 

1992 - 1993 William David Coe 

1993 - 1994 Not awarded 

1994 - 1995 Charles J. Ricard 

1995 - 1996 Robert Edward Doty 

1996 - 1997 John E. Zabel 

1997 - 1998 Arthur D. Cohen 

1998 - 1999 Ursula Loose 

1999 - 2000 Not awarded 

2000 - 2001 Not awarded 

2001 - 2002 Not awarded 

2002 - 2003 Not awarded 

2003 - 2004 Scott D. Fybush 

2004 - 2005 Not awarded 

2005 - 2006 Mitchell Sanders 

2006 - 2007 Not awarded 

2007 - 2008 Not awarded 

2008 - 2009 Andrew Harkness 

2009 - 2010 Carmen J. Scoppa II 

2010 - 2011 Timothy Corio 

2011 - 2012 Darlene Corio 

2012 - 2013 Not awarded 

2013 - 2014 Susie Scoppa 

2014 – 2015 Ted Vaccarella 
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar March - April 2016 

Wednesday, March 9: 7:30 pm - RNA Meeting: Scott Fybush - A Centennial Collecting Project 

Wednesday, March 23: 7:30 pm - RNA Meeting: Jerry Vaccarella - James E. Fraser, Laura Gardin Fraser - 

The Dynamic Coin Designer Duo 

Wednesday, March 23: 7:30 pm - RJNA Meeting 

Wednesday, April 13: 7:00 pm - RNA Meeting: Gerry Muhl (Liaison) - Tour  of Nor th Amer ican Mint 

(see page 7 for details, we will NOT meet at the museum)  

Wednesday, April 27: 7:30 pm - RNA Meeting: Don Shilling - Coins and Medals Rekindle the Romance 

of the Sea; Board meeting at 6:30 pm. 

Wednesday, April 27: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Friday, May 20: 6:00 PM - Annual Banquet honoring past President Sharon Miller; Red Fedele’s Brook 

House Restaurant on West Ridge Road.  

Wednesday, June 8: 7:30 PM - Annual Meeting:  

Sunday, August 21: 1-4 PM - Annual Picnic, White Brook Nature Area (Perinton) 

 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 
Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: Apr il 27, 2016, for  May-June 2016; and June 25 for July-August 
2016. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


