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Regular Rochester Numismatic Association meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 pm on the 
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East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the right
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the Genesee Community Charter School door. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the 4th Wednesday of 

each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, contact RJNA advisor Joe 

Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.  
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

   

RNA had a wonderful year last year that included out-
standing contributions from members and guests alike. I 
hope the coming year will prove to be as fulfilling as the 
last. My intention is to continue to contribute to the long-
standing tradition of enriching the numismatic lives of our 
members with quality activities. 

Some of you know me fairly well but, other than my nu-
mismatic interests, many of you know little or nothing 
about me so I will take this opportunity to more fully intro-
duce myself to you and explain what my philosophy as 
president will be. 

My formal education includes degrees in metallurgical 
technology, physics, materials science and business admin-
istration. 

At Xerox I spent two decades in research and corporate-
wide materials analysis as a technician and physicist spe-
cializing in crystallography and powder diffraction. During 
my last decade at Xerox my assignments were primarily in 
financial planning, management and analysis, and some 
project management. Along the way I received extensive 
corporate training in quality techniques. After retiring 
from Xerox I managed projects at a local software compa-
ny for a few years. 

Like many of you I collected stamps and coins as a young-
ster, but as a teenager other activities consumed most of 
my free time and my collections laid dormant for three 
decades or so. My interests then and now are primarily 
United States material.  

My youthful passion was ice hockey. Today, other than 
coins, my main interests are computers (Apple!), technolo-
gy, skiing, sailing and philately. I played the violin in grade 
school and am currently taking guitar lessons. (I have a 
hunch that I’m the worst student my guitar teacher has.) 

I’ve been an RNA member for ten years and served as sec-
retary, treasurer and vice president. It’s quite an honor to 
be selected as your president this year. 

 

 

My major collecting interest is buffalo and bison coins, 
commemoratives, medals and ephemera. Key areas in-
clude the United States 1913–38 buffalo series, precious 
metal issues, hobo and hobo-like coins. I’m also fascinated 
by numismatic history and modern monetary trends be-
cause they reveal the rich history of mankind and provide 
a window to the future. And, of course, collecting is a lot 
of fun! 

As president I intend to carry forward the time-honored 
traditions of this club. Most of all, this is your club and I 
believe every decision your officers and board make 
should consider how it will benefit the membership. I 
would love to receive your feedback about what you think 
we do well, what we could do better and any new ideas. 

If you haven’t had the opportunity to make a presentation 
to the club or write an article for the newsletter I encour-
age you to consider doing so. Some of you have considera-
ble knowledge and great stories to share but may not have 
the skills or equipment to create a presentation or article. 
If so, some of us with the requisite skills and equipment 
would be happy to work with you on your project. 

The officers and board meet regularly throughout the year 
and I encourage you to attend our meetings if you have 
something to say or if you would just like to observe. If 
you can’t attend our officer/board meetings and you have 
something to say please let one of us know and we will 
bring your thoughts to the group, anonymously or by 
name. And, I would encourage you to consider becoming 
an officer or director. 

My future columns will be focused more narrowly on the 
club and numismatics. 

RNA has an eclectic numismatic library, extensive numis-
matic collection and our regular meetings are a great place 
to exchange information with fellow collectors.  

George T. Fekete 

RNA Committees 

RNA Bylaws identify several committees appointed 

by the President and Board of Directors. Here are our 

currently active committees: 

Membership: 

Bill Coe (Chair), Dennis DeYoung, John Stephens, 

Ted Vaccarella and John Bailey 

Auditing 

Susan E. Bashaw; John Vicaretti; Ted Vaccarella 

Endowment Committee 

John Zabel (RNA Curator and Chair); 2015-17 Gerard 

Muhl, Gerald Vaccarella;  2015-2018 John Light-

house, Earl Gurell; 2016-19 Steve Eisinger, Maria 

Paris; Ex-officio: Ed Cain, Treasurer 
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A Powerful Weapon of War - Counterfeiting  

By Gerard Muhl, RNA President - 1979 

Counterfeiting is a most powerful weapon in any war. There is a long history of counterfeiting by govern-
ments in attempts to weaken the economies of an enemy or to pay spies, operatives, and guerilla fighters.  

British Prime Minister William Pitt in 1794 approved the printing of French assignats to flood the French 
economy and to destroy faith in that paper currency. Napoleon retaliated with fake British pound notes.  

                    

In 1470 the Duke of Milan at war with Venice used counterfeit cash to help defeat his enemy. Frederick the 
Great of Prussia counterfeited the monies of all his enemies.  

During the American Revolution England printed bogus continental notes and gave them to passers who 
were able to slip through the American lines and spend them.  

Soon the phrase, "Not with a continental" was heard throughout the land. Washington had money to buy 
food at Valley Forge but farmers were unwilling to take the paper money of Congress. Washington, needing 
the good will of the locals, would not force them to accept his continentals.  

In the Russian civil war of 1918 - 1921 the Reds counterfeited the currency of the Whites while the White 
Russians did the same with Red currency. In 1934 Stalin ordered ten million dollars of U.S. $100 bills printed 
in Moscow to pay his secret service abroad. 

Since the 1970's the North Koreans have been printing fake US $100 bills on presses purchased from Switzer-
land. It is believed that there are more US $100 bills in China and Russia than are in the US. Because of coun-
terfeiting, new US $100 bills are being released in 2013.  

During World War I the Bank of England printed German monies to be used by spies in Germany. Germany 
retaliated in kind.  

All this 20th Century currency manipulation was classified top secret with evidence of its existence at all only 
leaking out well after hostilities between participating nations had ceased.  

World War II - Philippines  

One military scheme just coming to light is the counterfeiting by the US of Japanese invasion money destined 
for the Philippines. By early 1942 the Japanese conquest of those islands was complete. Douglas MacArthur 
evacuated with as many US troops as possible while others began life in the utterly inhuman conditions of 
concentration camps.  

A few soldiers, however, remained in the hills and jungles as guerrilla fighters and coast watchers. They re-
ported via short wave radio on Japanese troops and naval maneuvers. (continued on page 5) 
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To carry out their work and to survive in an occupied country the Americans needed money. In 1942 the Jap-
anese issued a series of lithographed invasion notes in denominations of one centavo through 10 pesos 
(eventually higher denominated notes were also issued). This money did not have serial numbers but its is-
sue was closely regulated by the military government. Persons found with any other type of money were 
subject to sever punishment.  

It was recommended in September 1943 that the U.S. military personnel remaining in the Philippines be sent 
by submarine a stock of 10 million pesos of different denominations of counterfeit money. This would be 
used to carry out their mission.  

Printed secretly in the US, nearly 8.3 million in counterfeit pesos were distributed to US troops. The notes 
were on good paper with correct watermarks but reveal a few tell-tail markers. See if you have any counter-
feit in your collection.  

What to look for: 50 centavos - upper right denomination shows a broken line on the curved decoration in 
the leaf pattern below the number "5".  

 

1 peso - upper left below the denomination and near the last circle in the series of 3 circles, the two veins 
converge before reaching the circle. 

 

5 peso - upper right denomination, line touches the outer line of the ornament.   (continued on page 6) 
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10 peso - upper left there is a small bar rising from the zero in the denomination "10".  

    

Check the diagrams for these diagnostics.  

Possibly to prevent counterfeiting the Japanese later came out with more carefully engraved bills with serial 
numbers and intaglio printing. Almost all the invasion notes are very affordable, each cataloging for under a 
dollar in very fine condition.  

War-related counterfeit currency makes for a fun and inexpensive hobby. They are true artifacts of a most 
dramatic period in history. Who will bring the first note to an R.N.A. meeting?  

* * * * *  

A Note of Thanks from Past President Sharon Miller   

Thank you, RNA members, guests, and family mem-
bers for honoring me at our 2016 RNA Banquet.  It 
was an evening filled with excellent food, door prizes, 
and even a “gentle roast” from Jerry Vaccarella and 
Steve Eisinger. 

I wish to thank Bill Coe on the Medal Committee who 
always “makes this happen” with each new honoree. 
I do think Bill gets excited when he first takes the past 
president to the graphic artist to design the medal to 
striking the copper medal.   

For those of you who did not or could not attend the 
banquet, I wish to explain the symbols on my medal: 

First, under my portrait is my high school. The school 
has stately white pillars and is located on a knoll over-
looking Route 96. Second, near the school is a 
tree…..my genealogy tree representing my ancestors 
that resided in this area for many generations. Third, 
above my right shoulder is a symbol representing my  
employer and retirement from Chase Bank. And, 
fourth, on the right side of the medal is an ice cream 
cone with a cherry representing our annual picnic and 
everyone getting treated to ice cream from Luigi’s.   

In closing, thank you all for your support. This medal 
will serve as a reminder to me of being passionate in 
something I love……coin collecting. 

RNA COIN SHOW AND SALE 

It’s time to start planning your RNA Coin Show  

Exhibit for October 29 & 30, 2016. 

Use more than one display case, if necessary. 

Each case size is 32 X 20 X 1.75 inches. 

Let’s see some great displays! 

At left: immediate Past President Sharon Miller 

with Bill Coe during presentation of her medal. 

Photo courtesy of Tim Corio 
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Club News and Notes  

Have you given a talk to an organization recently? 

Tell us about it so we can include it in Club News and 

Notes.  

 

Since the March-April  issue of RNA News, one new 

member joined RNA: we welcome Craig L. Charles of 

Rochester, New York.  

 

At right: Rochester Junior Numismatic Association 

member Andrew Ophardt is pictured with RJNA advi-

sor Joe Lanzafame at the May 25 regular meeting fea-

turing the Meinhart Speaking Contest. Andrew gave a 

talk on the coins he found during the past several 

years of searching through rolls of coins obtained 

from local banks. Contest winners receive an individu-

al plaque and their names are placed on a plaque 

containing the names of each years’ winner. 

Photo courtesy of George T. Fekete 

The 2016 Annual RNA Picnic is scheduled for 

Sunday August 21 from 1:00-4:00 PM at the White 
Brook Nature Area Park, 250 Aldrich Road, Fairport, 
NY 14450. From the west, take Ayrault Road east and 
turn south on Aldrich Road (entrance on left), or 
Route 31 east, just past Lollypop Farm, and turn north 
on Aldrich Road (entrance on right). From the east 
take Route 31 west and turn north on Aldrich Road 
just before Lollypop Farm (entrance on right). RNA 
signs at the park entrance will lead to the picnic site. 

All members are welcome at the one-hour RNA Board 
meeting scheduled to begin at noon. The picnic will 
begin at 1:00 PM. The lodge is air conditioned so the 
picnic promises to be a fun time come rain or shine. 

One of the highlights of prior picnics is a hike led by 
Steve Eisinger. Steve has graciously offered to organ-
ize a hike again this year. The hike will be an out-and-
back on the famous Crescent Trail of Perinton, a short 
segment of the hike Steve led last year. It will take 
approximately 45 minutes.  The trailhead is a drive of 
roughly five minutes from the picnic site.  The hike is 
suitable for children aged eight or so through adults 

71 years of age (and older) with a moderate degree of 
fitness. The terrain will include some hills.  Several 
folks at both ends of the age spectrum have partici-
pated in the past with no issues. 

If you haven’t signed up for the picnic please email 
George Fekete (gfekete@rochester.rr.com) to do so. 
Sign-ups at the picnic are also welcome. You can pay 
RNA Treasurer Ed Cain for your ticket(s) at the picnic. 
2016–2017 dues payments can also be made at the 
picnic. 

Tickets cost $10.00 per person. RJNA and non-RJNA 
children 12 years and younger will be admitted free 
of charge. Please bring a dish to pass and an item for 
the white elephant auction.  

The club will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, corn on 
the cob, rolls, cheese, chicken, condiments (mustard, 
relish and ketchup), cups, plates, utensils, salt & pep-
per, ice, soda, picnic tools (flipper, scraper, tongs), 
napkins, warming trays, matches for the charcoal, dis-
posable utensils and trash bags. 
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar July - August 2016 

Sunday, August 21: 1-4 PM - Annual Picnic, White Brook Nature Area (Perinton); Board meeting at noon. 
See Club News and Notes, page 7 for  details. 

Wednesday, September 14: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: What I did this Summer in Numismatics 

Save the date: Annual Coin Show and Sale, Saturday - Sunday, October 29 & 30, 2016 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 
Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: August 31 for  September -October 2016; and October 30 for 
November-December 2016. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


