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Regular Rochester Numismatic Association meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 pm on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays at Eisenhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 

East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the right

-side door and go down the stairs to the lower level meeting room. For elevator service to the lower level 

call 271-4552 X 601 to speak with the Eisenhart security desk attendant. Entry for the elevator is through 

the Genesee Community Charter School door. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the 4th Wednesday of 

each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, contact RJNA advisor Joe 

Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.  



3 

F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

   

After a short July hiatus the RNA annual picnic signals 
the coming season of club activities. As in the previous 
few years the picnic was held at the White Brook Nature 
Area Park in Fairport, NY. The drizzly morning weather 
cleared in time for the start of the picnic. The event was 
well-attended and an ample variety of food and bever-
ages was available. I want to thank everybody who 
helped set up before and clean up after, with special 
thanks to John Zabel and Scott Annechino for their grill-
ing expertise. Some of the attendees joined Steve 
Eisinger for an out-and-back hike on the famous Cres-
cent Trail of Perinton after the picnic. 

As I considered what to write about in this issue of the 
RNA News I reread a few prior issues to remind me what 
others had written. While doing so it occurred to me 
how much creativity and effort go into the preparation 
of each issue. The RNA News contains a wealth of infor-
mation and thought-provoking articles. Each issue has 
compelling new content worth reading. Articles about 
your numismatic interests are encouraged and, for each 
one published, in recognition of your contribution you 
will receive a writer’s medal. Most of you know that 
Gerry Muhl and Ted Vaccarella are the RNA newsletter 
editors and I want to sincerely thank them for their 
stewardship. The bi-monthly newsletter and RNA web-
site are the major sources of information about club 
news and activities. 

The RNA Board of Directors met just prior to the start of 
the annual picnic last month and plans to meet regularly 
during the year. All members are invited to attend 
Board meetings and are encouraged to do so. Once the 
meeting schedule for the coming year is finalized we 
will announce it.   

Each year the number and variety of activities available 
to young people increases and traditional hobbies like 

coin collecting have to compete with them. The RJNA 
has felt the impact of this so the Board agreed to con-
tinue and expand its effort to recruit new members. 
Vice President Eric Miller volunteered to lead this activi-
ty. Please contact him if you have ideas you think would 
be helpful. 

Eric is also developing speaker and refreshment volun-
teer lists. Once we commence meeting in September 
the speaker list tends to fill up quickly so I encourage 
you to pick a date soon if you would like to do a presen-
tation. Members who provide refreshments are reim-
bursed by the club for their out-of-pocket expenses. 

The Rochester Numismatic Association Annual Coin 
Show and Sale is scheduled for October 29–30, 2016. 
It’s not too early to start planning for it! Coin Show deal-
ers offer a broad range of material. It also is a wonderful 
opportunity for club members to exhibit. Exhibitors are 
eligible to receive the Alphonse Kolb Best of Show 
Award, an attractive plaque. Primary contacts for coin 
show information are Bill Coe and Chip Scoppa. 

The club provides a variety of benefits to the member-
ship and I hope you find that we are satisfying your 
needs. One of them is access to the excellent RNA li-
brary. Mike Luck, RNA Librarian, arrives early on 
meeting nights to make the library available to mem-
bers. If you have a specific request or would like addi-
tional information about the library please contact 
Mike. 

If you believe there are other services that the club 
should consider providing please mention them to me 
or another officer at a meeting or send me an email at 
gfekete@rochester.rr.com with your idea and I will 
share it with the Board. 

Reminder: if you haven’t paid your 2016–2017 dues yet 
Ed Cain would be happy to receive your payment  

George T. Fekete 

RNA Committees 

RNA Bylaws identify several committees appointed 

by the President and Board of Directors. Here are our 

currently active committees: 

Membership: 

Bill Coe (Chair), Dennis DeYoung, John Stephens, 

Ted Vaccarella and John Bailey 

Auditing 

Susan E. Bashaw; John Vicaretti; Ted Vaccarella 

Endowment Committee 

John Zabel (RNA Curator and Chair); 2015-17 Gerard 

Muhl, Gerald Vaccarella;  2015-2018 John Light-

house, Earl Gurell; 2016-19 Steve Eisinger, Maria 

Paris; Ex-officio: Ed Cain, Treasurer 

mailto:gfekete@rochester.rr.com
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Let’s Go Camping 

A short study of Roman Imperial Coinage between the years 317 and 334 CE 

By Carmen J. “Chip” Scoppa II, RNA President - 2012 

This was a period of civil strife in the Empire. It was West vs. East with Rome in the middle of it. The adviso-
ries are The House of Constantine and The House of Licinus, with the West dominated by Constantine and 
the East by Licinus. The coinage I chose to look at is a very abundant style of ancient Roman coinage, the 
bronze “Campgate”. This style of coinage is earmarked by a typical reverse device, a building with turrets, 
doors and depicted with a massive stone wall. The walls vary greatly in construction from a few blocks wide 
and tall to several blocks in both dimensions, a study in and of its own right. The style of blocks also varies 
from plain to very ornamental - again another study could be done here. One of the main points of this study 
was the turrets depicted on the building. It varies from 2 to 4, with the four-turreted building being mainly 
from West and a few from Rome and the three-turreted building being mainly Eastern and again with a few 
from Rome. The two-turreted structures are used from one side of the Empire all the way to the other at all 
of the mints. 

Rome still was the focus point of the Empire so what went on in the East or West was shown in Rome as well. 
It is thought that the turrets were a symbol of how the communications were handled from encampment to 
encampment. If signals between encampments were handled with two turrets a lot of signals would have to 
be made to convey the message, but if three or four turrets were used the message could be conveyed with 
many less “digits,” making it shorter and quicker. This makes it look like the West was technologically ahead 
of the East in their version of “FACEBOOK” of the forth century. Out of the 1228 bronze Campgate style coins 
listed in the “Bible” for collecting Roman Imperial coins, ROMAN IMPERIAL COINAGE, Volumes I to X, most of 
them are listed in Vol. VII; there are 733 with two turrets, 328 with three turrets and only 167 with four tur-
rets. Other fun facts are about the doors on the structure, there are some without doors, some with the 
doors closed and some with them WIDE open. I have heard stories about the open and closed doors de-
picting times of War and Peace, but I need to do more research to make any sense about that tidbit of infor-
mation. 

There were six rulers depicted on this style of coinage, Constantine the Great, Crispus, Constantine II, Con-
stantius II, Licinus I and Licinus II. There were fifteen mints that produced this style of coinage during this pe-
riod. There was only one of the six rulers who had a coin produced at each of the fifteen mints and it was one 
of the sons of Constantine the Great, Constantius II. (A fun fact, I was born on his birthday 1633 years later.) 
That fact makes me feel that the single coin from the Sirmium mint is my key to collecting this type of coin-
age. Rome has close to one-quarter of the various numbers of coins of this type minted in this time frame. 
Two rulers only have one out-lying mint and Rome minting their coins. The fifteen mints are: London (24 dis-
crete coins), Lyons (14 discrete coins), Trier (82 discrete coins),  Arles (141 discrete coins), Rome (359 discrete 
coins),  Ticinum (35 discrete coins),  Siscia (38 discrete coins),  Sirmium (1 discrete coin),  Thessalonica (34 
discrete coins),  Heraclea (140 discrete coins), Constantinople (15 discrete coins), Nicomedia (93 discrete 
coins), Cyzicus (120 discrete coins),  Antioch (100 discrete coins) and Alexandria (32 discrete coins). Mints 
that produced coinage of the six rulers as Campgates are as follows:  Constantine the Great (14 with 579 dis-
crete coins), Crispus (14 with 138 discrete coins), Constantine II (14 with 248 discrete coins), Constantius II 
(15 with 193 discrete coins), Licinus I (2 with 40 discrete coins) and Licinus II (2 with 30 discrete coins). 

In my collection there are two coins that stand out for me: Number 1, my example of an Arles struck coin, RIC 
VII p265 292, Sear 16833, because it was the first example of a four turreted coin that I collected. Number 2, 
my example of the single coin of this type minted at Sirmium, RIC VII p474 53 and not listed in Sear, because 
of the two facts stated above: single issue and birthday connection. 

Thanks for listening and, if you choose, have fun CAMPING. 
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The Big Four, Pure and Simple 

By Mark Benvenuto, RNA member  

Collecting takes on so many forms that it’s probably fair to 

say when you gather ten numismatists in a room and ask 

what their collecting focus is, they will give you eleven 

answers.  While the stories and the reasons for forming dif-

ferent collections can be fun, they can at times be bewilder-

ing.  So let’s examine a very simple way to collect: let’s 

examine what a person could assemble if they just stuck to 

a type set of “the Big Four.”  That means one Morgan sil-

ver dollar, one Peace dollar, one Walking Liberty half dol-

lar, and one Franklin half. 

First, the Morgan:  

These big, silver disks seem always to have held a place in 

the hearts of collectors.  The single most common of the 

Morgan dollars is the final year, the last hiccup, as it were 

of Morgan dollar production.  We’re talking of course 

about the 1921’s.  A person can add any of the three Mor-

gan dollars dated 1921 – meaning the 1921, the 1921-D, or 

the 1921-S – to a collection for about $50 in a grade like 

MS-60.  But why shoot for this grade (which admittedly, 

doesn’t look like a pig’s backside), when you can land 

something like an MS-65 for perhaps $150?  If we are go-

ing to produce our own quartet of gorgeous silver, the extra 

expense for that MS-65 specimen will be money well 

spent.   

Second, the Peace:  

Connoisseurs of the Peace dollar series know that it can be 

amazingly fun, in part because it is a shorter series than the 

Morgans, but amazingly frustrating as well, since there are 

a few rare dates, as well as some dates and mint marks that 

jump in price in some of the higher mint state grades.  Un-

doubtedly, the 1922 is the most common of this series, with 

almost 52 million produced.  The whole series was coined 

from 1921 to 1928, then again for two “last hurrah” years 

in 1934 and 1935.  There is some good news connected to 

it, at least for those of us who wish to buy, in that the price 

of MS-65 specimens is actually less than what we just 

mentioned for the most common of the Morgan dollars.  

Heaping one bit of good news on another, the 1923, the 

1924, and the 1925 all sport similar price tags.  The 1925 is 

far less common than the ’22, but with a tally of over 10 

million, it’s still a common coin.  Still, it’s nice to know 

there are four dates within this series all of which are very 

affordable in high, mint state grades.    

Third, the “Walker:”  

The Walking Liberty half dollar design remains one of the 

most beautiful in all of U.S. coinage.  Back in the 1980’s, 

when the third party grading services really made their de-

but, these fifty-cent pieces were encapsulated almost as 

much as the Morgan dollars.  Both became mainstays of 

the new industry, really.  And now, thirty years later, there 

are still plenty of Walkers slabbed and available for any 

collector who is interested. 

As the Walking Liberty halves became established, there 

were numerous dates that saw mintages well over 10 mil-

lion coins.  Any collector who wants to add one to the type 

set we’re describing can do so once again for about $125.  

Some of the major price lists even note that a few of the 

dates in the 1940’s can be had in a grade such as MS-66 for 

only $200.  That’s a pretty good price tag for a pretty in-

credible coin.  

Fourth and finally, the Franklin:  

Of the quartet of silver we are assembling here, the Frank-

lin half dollar may qualify as the Rodney Dangerfield, in 

that it “doesn’t get no respect” – or at least not much when 

compared to the other three.  That’s too bad, because the 

Franklins are the only one within this foursome that has 

what can only be called wonderfully affordable proofs.  

Admittedly, the Morgan dollars have some proofs, and 

“proof-like” coins within their series.  But from 1950 until 

the end of the series in 1963, there were more and more 

proofs made each year, with only minor downward dips in 

1958 and 1963.  And by those years, so many proofs were 

minted that it didn’t make any difference.  The year 1957 

saw the one million mark surpassed – one million proofs, 

that is! – and all of them are inexpensive.  The 1960, the 

1961, the 1962, and the 1963 proof Franklins are all coins 

that can be purchased in a grade as high as PF-67 for about 

$100.  That’s music to the ears of any collector looking for 

some excellent silver. 

Now, for the real fans of this series, yes, the Franklin 

halves do cost more when they have what are called full 

bell lines on their reverse.  For the moment we’ll look past 

that, though, and just concentrate on nabbing a proof in PF-

67.  Full bell lines or not, this will be a gorgeous coin.    

Did we say finally? 

We’ve just seen that a person can put together a wonderful 

foursome of what can now be called classic United States 

silver without bankrupting themselves, but we also started 

by mentioning how many different directions our collecting 

can take.  You now have four amazing coins in front of 

you, a great Morgan and Peace dollar, as well as a high end 

Walking Liberty half and a proof Franklin half.  Is anyone 

up for looking at those four as start points – for five differ-

ent collections, perhaps? 
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Forty-fourth Annual 
C O I N 

Show and Sale 

 

October 29 and 30, 2016 
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

FEATURING: Educational Forums 

 

Rochester Museum & Science Center —  

Eisenhart Auditorium 

657 East Avenue 

Rochester, NY 14607 
 

FREE  ADMISSION 

FREE  PARKING  

Obviously, it is hoped by the Coin Show Committee 
that every R.N.A. member will take advantage of this 
opportunity to visit several coin dealers 
at one location. It is a very efficient 
way to find just that right item you are 
looking for. You can actually hold and 
see each item to evaluate it without the 
need to send it back and forth in the 
mails. Likewise, if you have items to dispose of, the 
transaction can take place right there without compli-
cations. 

Help Your Club 

Since the show is a club project, it is expected that as 
many members as possible will participate in its 
presentation. Actually, you will find that it is a very 
rewarding experience. You will have the opportunity 
to rub elbows with the dealers and expand your 
knowledge in many numismatic areas. Also, it will 
give you a chance to work with and get to know the 
other club members better. 

Sheets will be sent around for the various activities for 
which we need help. Please show up at the Show and 
be as generous with your time as you can. Several 
types of activity and many time frames are available. 
Over the years, the R.N.A. has thrived because of this 
type of fellowship.  

Present a Display 

You are encouraged to develop a display to enter in 
the Exhibit Contest. At stake is the prestigious Al-
phonse Kolb “Best of Show” award. It is a beautiful 
plaque that you can be proud to display. Please see 

Gerry Muhl or  John Zabel to 
arrange for the cases you will 
need. Also, check with them if 
you want some pointers on how 
to present your exhibit. 

 

SPECIALIST  ACTIVITIES - PLEASE VISIT 
AND HELP US WELCOME: 

 

Jim Gerstung - ANACS Coin Grading Service. If you 
wish to have coins professionally graded, bring them 
to the show and discuss them with Jim. He does not 
grade them, but will accept them and help you sched-
ule the service right on the spot. 
 

EDUCATIONAL FORUM 
 

Four of our members will make presentations at the 
Show's Educational Forum in the Ballroom on Satur-
day, Oct. 29 on the following schedule:  

 

11:00 AM John Lighthouse, " Identifying Coins An-
cient and Modern with Your Smartphone." 

 

1:00 PM Chip Scoppa and Mike Luck, " Grading 
Coins Using Books, Internet, and 3rd-Party Grading." 

 

2:00 PM Gerry Muhl, "Coin Care Do's and 
Don't's: Storage, Cleaning, Albums, and Boxes."  

 

Please take the time to learn of another facet of numis-
matics. You will not be disappointed. 

 

See you there! 

RNA ANNUAL COIN SHOW AND SALE 

It’s not too late to plan your RNA Coin Show  

Exhibit for October 29 & 30, 2016. 

Use more than one display case, if necessary. 

Each case size is 32 X 20 X 1.75 inches. 

Let’s see some great displays! 
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Club News and Notes  

Have you given a talk to an organization recently? Tell us about it so we can include it in Club News and 

Notes.  

Since the July-August  issue of RNA News, one new member joined RNA: we welcome Stephen M. Nothnagle 

of Rochester, New York.  

* * * * *  

 Rochester Democrat and Chronicle writer Jim Memmott attended the second regular meeting last June and 

wrote an article that should be of interest to all RNA members. The link to the article is: 

http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/local/columnists/memmott/2016/06/28/jim-memmott-

theyve-been-showing-money-since-1912/86473168/ 

* * * * *  

Through an anonymous donation, Rochester Numismatic Association has recently acquired for our library 

the auction catalogs of the John Jay Pittman collection. The sales were conducted by long-time Florida dealer 

David Akers in three sessions held over the course of three years (1997 – 1999) in Baltimore. These catalogs 

are the hardcover library editions that were each autographed by the auctioneer and John’s wife Gehring 

Pittman. The prices realized for every lot at each sale accompany the appropriate volume. The photos which 

serve to illustrate his entire collection are of superb quality.  

Employing John Pittman’s meticulously maintained records, the auction staff was able to provide information 

about virtually every lot disclosing when and where the item was obtained as well as the source of the item, 

the price that was originally paid, and the circumstances under which it was acquired. This information pro-

vides an exceptionally clear picture of John Pittman’s collecting strategy, his sources, and his priorities. The 

auctioneer has also included the biographical information necessary to complete the picture.  

John Pittman sought out coins in extraordinary condition. He focused on rarity and frequently chose speci-

mens that had an interesting history. What is most impressive is to see the prices that he paid in the 1940s, 

1950s, and 1960s, and compare these with the prices that were ultimately obtained at auction. The total pro-

ceeds from these auctions exceeded $30 million. However, his original investment in these coins was less 

than $75,000. These catalogs reveal just how a man of relatively modest means was able to assemble one of 

the finest collections of the twentieth century one coin at a time.  
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar September - October 2016 

Wednesday, September 14: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: What I did this Summer in Numismatics 

Wednesday, September 28: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Ed Cain - The Confederate Cent and its Restrikes 

Wednesday, September 28: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Wednesday, October 12: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Ray Lovato - My Numismatic Interests 

Wednesday, October 26: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: George Fekete - American Arts Gold Medallions 

Wednesday, October 26: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Saturday and Sunday, October 29 & 30: Annual Coin Show and Sale, details on page 6. 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 
Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: October  30 for  November -December 2016; and December 30 
for January-February 2017. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


