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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

   

A plethora of ideas rattle around in my head when I 
sit down to write the RNA News President’s Column. 
Of course my ideas are all quite interesting…to me. 
But when I remind myself that you are my audience, 
it occurs to me that one person’s trash is another per-
son’s treasure and indecision sets in. I usually consid-
er this writer’s block but that doesn’t help me start 
the column. Like any journey the trip starts with a 
first step or, in this case, first word. 

I’ll start with a couple of updates: 

* The wireless microphone RNA owns creates inter-
ference that is distracting in the room where the ADK 
club meets on our first meeting night of the month, 
and the audio system RNA owns doesn’t have a wire-
less microphone (and is technologically deficient). As 
a result, I presented the issue to the RNA Board of 
Directors at the last Board meeting and they asked 
me to research systems that would be suitable. I 
planned to present a few alternatives at the next 
Board meeting and ask them to pick the system they 
prefer. Earlier this month, while negotiating the 2017 
RNA–RMSC contract, the RMSC told us that they had 
a sound system they would set up for us at each 
meeting for no extra charge. We thought the issue 
was resolved! Unfortunately, we received word a few 
days ago that the system they could provide had the 
same issues (i.e., interference on the first meeting 
night and no wireless microphone) as our current op-
tions. As a result, instead of waiting until the next 
Board meeting for a decision I will try to find a solu-
tion that the Board can support so we can implement 
it in time for the first meeting in January. 

* I have received feedback from some members that 
the RNA website should be updated with new con-

tent and I appreciate and agree with you. To address 
this issue, we formed a team, with the requisite expe-
rience, to update the website. We plan to present our 
recommendations to the RNA Board at the January 
Board meeting and ask for approval to implement our 
plan. That said, there is some low-hanging fruit that I 
hope we can pick before the Board meeting. We want 
to get this right so I again encourage you to email me 
your suggestions for new content or to comment on 
any other aspect of the website you believe could be 
improved. I can’t promise you that we will be able to 
accommodate all your ideas but I promise you that 
we will consider them and implement what is feasi-
ble. We will finalize the plan using a phased approach 
that we believe a will result in a quality product be-
fore the January Board meeting. 

I have no illusion of writing the next great American 
novel, or even a mundane short story or poem so, 
considering the reason for my writer’s block problem 
(i.e., my fear of boring you), I encourage you to email 
me questions of general interest that I can answer in 
my next column(s) or ideas for my next column(s). Of 
course, I can promise that I will do my best and try, at 
least, to do an acceptable job. 

It seems that hardly a week goes by without an RNA 
member stopping me after the meeting and telling 
me how much s/he appreciates some of the things 
the club offers. Those conversations sometimes result 
in the member offering their time and/or financial 
support. Occasionally I receive an email from a mem-
ber volunteering to help out. I just want you to know 
that we really appreciate your efforts so I wanted to 
do that here publicly.  

Happy New Year! 

George T. Fekete 

RNA Committees 

RNA Bylaws identify several committees appointed 

by the President and Board of Directors. Here are our 

currently active committees: 

Membership: 

Bill Coe (Chair), Dennis DeYoung, John Stephens, 

Ted Vaccarella and John Bailey 

Auditing 

Susan E. Bashaw; John Vicaretti; Ted Vaccarella 

Endowment Committee 

John Zabel (RNA Curator and Chair); 2015-17 Gerard 

Muhl, Gerald Vaccarella;  2015-2018 John Light-

house, Earl Gurell; 2016-19 Steve Eisinger, Maria 

Paris; Ex-officio: Ed Cain, Treasurer 
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Some Speculation on the 1840 Canal 
Bank of Rochester Currency 

By Gerard Muhl, RNA President - 1979 

Hidden deep within the bank deposit box of the Roch-
ester Numismatic Association is an enigmatic 1840 
bank note purported to be from the Rochester Canal 
Bank. What is known about this issue? 

James Haxby in his seminal work entitled, "Obsolete 
Paper Money Issued by Banks in the U.S." calls it a 
spurious note from a non-existent institution. Various 
auction catalogues call it a counterfeit. Richard Doty 
in his 2013 Whitman book, "Seeing America Through 
Old Paper Money" illustrates a beautiful proof copy 
of the note but did not venture an opinion as to who 
issued it. He is however seemingly fascinated by the 
iconography of the note. 

Doty believes the portrayal of women on early notes 
was allegorical while frequently at the same time be-
ing provocative and even erotic. Being allegorical the 
images did not cross the line between art and soft-
core pornography. In a humorous quip, he notes the 
line remained uncrossed "because the pornograph 
had yet to be invented." 

Of practical concern if a banker or counterfeiter 
wanted his bill to pass, what better image to use than 
a bare breasted woman, or three bare breasted wom-
en as seen on the Canal Bank notes? After all, most of 
these notes would be passed or spent by men. After 
the great religious revivals of the late 1830's and ear-
ly 1840's images on banknotes became more modest. 

Rochester, New York had a reputation for conserva-
tive, well-run banks. Thus, Rochester notes would cir-
culate far and wide and would be redeemed by dis-
tant banks at little or no discount. Anecdotal stories 
among collectors today say these Canal Bank notes 
circulated extensively for a short time in the mid-west 
and in Ohio. Renowned collector John J. Pittman be-
lieved the notes were common as far away as New 
Orleans, having passed in commerce down the Ohio 
and Mississippi Rivers. 

Some recent research and a bit of speculation attrib-
utes the notes to Joseph Strong of Rochester. Strong 
was born in 1808. In 1821 at the age of 13 he was 

working at the Lake Ontario port of Rochester. In 
1832 he became a Republican town committee mem-
ber which he parlayed to a seat on the Erie Canal En-
largement Committee. 

By the age of 29 Strong was elected Alderman for 
Rochester's Third Ward - the address of the movers 
and shakers of the city. He lived in a boarding house 
on Eagle Street. 

This was the time that he thought to use his contacts 
and to begin a bank of his own. 

In the papers of William T.A. Durand at the Rochester 
Central Library it is noted that on November 20, 1839 
a certificate of organization for the Canal Bank of 
Rochester was filed with the New York State Comp-
troller's office. Listed as the sole subscriber to the 
capitalization of $100,000 was Joseph Strong. Un-
doubtedly he was working to gather promises of sup-
port for the project from his Third Ward friends. 

In the Comptroller's report of January 7, 1841 which 
lists all local banks under the General Banking Law, no 
Rochester Canal Bank is shown. Apparently, Strong's 
quest to acquire the $100,000 backing money was 
not successful. 

His energies now turned to electing John Tyler as U.S. 
President, and incidentally the patronage that might 
come with it. He headed the county election cam-
paign. 

With John Tyler's success, Joseph Strong was appoint-
ed to the post of Customs Collector for the Port of 
Genesee, Rochester's main port. It was one of the 
most prestigious and high paying federal jobs availa-
ble. 

Strong however did not live to enjoy his new-found 
wealth. He died at his 79 South Fitzhugh Street home 
on August 17, 1847. He was 39 years old. 

But what about the spurious bank note? Here is 
where the speculation comes in. Did he have the 
banknotes printed by Durand and Co., N.Y. in antici-
pation of the bank actually opening? It seems that he 
did. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Did he circulate the notes out of state to raise the 
necessary $100,000 for the bank charter?  Maybe. Or, 
after his death did some unscrupulous person find 
the stash of notes and try his hand at increasing the 
money supply? We may never know. 

An article showed up in the Rochester Daily Democrat 
newspaper of January 20, 1842 showed that Canal 
Bank notes actually circulated. It said, "A person 
showed us a neatly engraved $3 bill purporting to 
emanate from the Rochester Canal Bank. It was not 
signed by the name of any president or cashier. There 
is not nor has there ever been an institution in our 
city by the name of Canal Bank." 

Mr. William Durand, interviewed in 1943, stated that, 

"no two of these notes which have turned up have 
the same person named as president, and the same is 
true of the cashier.…None of the names can be found 
in Rochester directories of the period." He goes on to 
say that, "close examination of the notes shows that 
all these fictitious signatures are apparently by the 
same hand." 

We may never know the complete story of the Roch-
ester Canal Bank but these notes do transport us to 
an earlier time, a time where a self-educated port 
worker could, through hard work, rise to a position of 
prominence. Who knows what Joseph Strong could 
have done had he not been struck down by disease at 
an early age. 

   * * * * * 

Louis G. Amberg, RNA President 

Four 

By Timothy J. Flavin, RNA Member 

A Tailor by trade, RNA President Louis G. Amberg 

stitched together quite a collection of coins over his 

brief years with RNA.  Residing at 222 Avenue A, Am-

berg was a charter member of the RNA, joining the 

Association on February 6, 1912. 

He was assigned to the floor and reception Com-

mittee for the 1912 ANA Convention held at the Hotel 

Rochester.  By all accounts it was a successful conven-

tion due to an admission price of fifty cents for the 

general public. Whitehead & Hoag Co. of Newark, 

NJ made the Badges, which were inscribed “American 

Numismatic Association at Rochester, NY August 26-

27-28, 1912.” One Hundred and fifty badges were 

made of flat metal, with red, white and blue sus-

pender ribbon for a total price of twenty-seven cents 

each. Mr. Amberg displayed his collection of Silver 

Half Dollars at the Convention. 

On December 17, 1912 Mr. Amberg was elected to 

the RNA executive board.  

In 1913, Amberg went to the 1913 ANA Convention in 

Detroit, MI. Joining Mr. Amberg were Geo. J. Bauer 

and his wife, Harry H. Yawger, W. H. Amberg, and 

Fred E. Marritt. Upon their return the September 16, 

1913, RNA meeting was given to the experiences and 

views of the conventioneers.  

At the December 16, 1913, meeting Amberg was 

elected Vice President of the RNA. 

On February 3, 1914, Mr. Amberg displayed his com-

plete collection of United States half dollars, with half 

the collection about proof condition and earlier dates 

in fine or uncirculated condition.  

With a growing interest by the public in coin col-

lecting, the Municipal Museum requested that RNA 

members loan the Museum a variety of coins for an 

ongoing display.  Mr. Amberg’s contributions were 

California Gold 25 and 50 cents, $1.00 pieces in octag-

onal and round, Indian Heads, and Octagonal and 

Round Liberty Bechtler. (In brief, Bechtler gold coin-

age consists of gold coins struck by private minter 

Christopher Bechtler of Rutherford County, N.C., and 

denominated as $1, $2.50 and $5. He was assisted by 

his son, August, and nephew, Christopher. The coins, 

often termed “Carolina Gold,” were struck in the mid-

1830s up to the early 1850s using gold found in the 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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(Continued from Page 5) 

Piedmont region of Georgia and North Carolina.) Louis 

Amberg changed his Museum exhibit in August to his half 

dollar collection. 

At a December 1, 1914, meeting Mr. Amberg displayed his 

collection of an 1856 Flying Eagle; 1863 bronze; and 1858 

Indian heads, in both laurel and oak. Also, he displayed 

1859 shield cents and an 1864 two cent piece, small 

motto, all in proof condition. 

On December 15, 1914 Mr. Amberg was elected President 

of RNA, in which he over saw the transfer of the RNA Col-

lection from the Rochester Historical Society to loan to 

Rochester Municipal Museum.  Previously, on March 4, 

1913, President French made a motion of starting 

the RNA’s Collection out of members’ duplicates or mem-

bers’ loaned coins for display at Rochester Historical Socie-

ty at Exposition Park, which was located west of Lake Ave 

where Phelps and Backus Streets are now.  At the Septem-

ber 7, 1915, meeting a motion was made to transfer the 

collection for long term loan to the Rochester Municipal 

Museum. For this, the Museum then purchased an addi-

tional display case for the expanded collection, a total of 

two display cases. 

On February 1, 1916, the Medal Committee approved the 

wax and lead models for RNA’s Fourth Anniversary Medal. 

It featured President Amberg and was sculpted and die cut 

by Joseph A. Koeb, and produced by Bastian Brothers 

Company.  All members agreed it was Mr. Koeb’s best 

work yet. Bastian Brothers Company was awarded the 

contact and production. The medals cost a total of 

$107.20 in 1916, which adjusted for inflation to today’s 

dollars would be $2,331.03. There were 50 in Bronze num-

bered 1-50 and four in silver.  

In succeeding years President Amberg was on the ANA 

Proxy Committee for the 1917 ANA Convention at the Ho-

tel Rochester. The Proxy committee had the responsibility 

to process and vote the absentee ANA member ballots at 

the Convention. An issue under consideration at the con-

vention was focused on the election of ANA officers and 

board members. Amberg also exhibited his collection of 

US silver and Copper coins, choice oriental pieces in vari-

ous metals including gold, and a choice specimen of the 

Maccabean Shekel.  The Maccabean was popular with the 

general public. 

On September 17, 1918, he displayed 15 Australian To-

kens; 14 coppers and one Silver coin (description not in 

meeting notes) in mint condition.  

His last meeting was November 18, 1919. The RNA’s 4th 

president died with his boots on November 24, 1919. 

He was setting a display of his shells at the Municipal Mu-

seum, when he was suddenly stricken with a stroke. As 

reported in a special meeting called on November 25th, 

1919 by President Dr. Handler. An RNA Proclamation was 

created: 

“WHEREAS, -  We the member of the Rochester Numis-

matic Association, assembled in special meeting this 25th 

day of November, 1919, feeling the great loss of his ever 

constant attendance and counsel, do mourn the loss of 

our friend and brother.” 

On Feb 13 and 14 1920. President Amberg’s Coin Collec-

tion was auctioned off by Fred E. Merritt. As recent addi-

tion to the RNA Library we have the Auction catalogue 

with the sold prices in the margins. In all 1087 lots were 

auctioned over 2 days. Some of the highlights included 

were: New York 1787 Cent Arms of New York sold for 

$60.00; New York Token displaying an eagle on a branch 

with an inscription “New Yorke in America” sold for 

$365.00; 1907 Eagle by St. Gaudens, Head of Indian Unc. 

sold for $10.90. The Carolina Gold Bechtler, 1 Dollar fine 

sold for $2.75; 1912 California proof sold for $1.10; 1796 

half dollar Draped bust of Liberty -7 stars sold for $42.50; 

1858 silver Dollar Proof sold for $30.00; 1804 cent perfect 

date sold for $100.00. 

Louis Amberg was survived by his wife, Elizabeth, 

three daughters, and a sister. In addition to RNA, Am-

berg was a member of the Tailor’s Benevolent Associ-

ation, Working Man’s Benevolent Association, and 

Rochester Lodge no. 113 I.O.O.M.  While he worked 

as a Tailor the address was 128 E. Main Street in the 

Granite Building.  We are not sure who his employer 

was at that time. 

Amberg is buried with his wife and daughters at Holy 

Sepulchre Cemetery; he was 51years old. 

* * * * *  
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Club News and Notes  

List of Numismatists of the Year to Date 
 
1988 - 1989 Gerard E. Muhl 
1989 - 1990 Not awarded 
1990 - 1991 Douglas G. Borden 
1991 - 1992 John Jay Pittman 
1992 - 1993 William David Coe 
1993 - 1994 Not awarded 
1994 - 1995 Charles J. Ricard 
1995 - 1996 Robert Edward Doty 
1996 - 1997 John E. Zabel 
1997 - 1998 Arthur D. Cohen 
1998 - 1999 Ursula Loose 
1999 - 2000 Not awarded 
2000 - 2001 Not awarded 
2001 - 2002 Not awarded 

 
 
2002 - 2003 Not awarded 
2003 - 2004 Scott D. Fybush 
2004 - 2005 Not awarded 
2005 - 2006 Mitchell Sanders 
2006 - 2007 Not awarded 
2007 - 2008 Not awarded 
2008 - 2009 Andrew Harkness 
2009 - 2010 Carmen J. (Chip) Scoppa II 
2010 - 2011 Timothy Corio 
2011 - 2012 Darlene Corio 
2012 - 2013 Not awarded 
2013 - 2014 Susie Scoppa 
2014 - 2015 Ted Vaccarella 
2015 - 2016 Not awarded 

Numismatist of the Year 

Nominations for  Numismatist of the Year  are presently being sought by committee chairper son Gerald 

Vaccarella. Listed below are the pertinent details concerning nominations, per procedures established in 1988. 

Send written nominations to Jerry on or before the first regular meeting in February, 2017. Jerry’s email ad-

dress is: gvac7@aol.com 

The nominee must be a member in good standing, and a detailed justification is required, including: 

Contributes to the science of numismatics; Promotes interest and growth in numismatics; Publish numismatic 

articles; Presents talks to outside organizations; Contributes to the RNA; Active in the current and previous 

years; Presents programs; and, Established member. 

2017-18 Officers and Board Members 

Immediate past President Gerald Vaccarella and the Nominating Committee are seeking nominations for two 

Board positions and for the position of RNA Secretary for the 2017-18 fiscal year beginning 1 July 2017. 

Nominations should be made on or before the second meeting of February, 2017, per our By Laws. 

Since the September-October  issue of RNA News, one new member joined RNA: we welcome Stephen Mar-

golis of Rochester, New York.  

Final Dues Notice: Have you paid your RNA dues?  Don’t let your membership lapse! See the November--

December 2016 RNA News , page 7. 
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar January - February 2017 

Wednesday, January 11: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Susie Scoppa - Mercury: Medals, Money & More 

Wednesday, January 25: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: John Vicaretti - “…. You Title the Talk”  

           Board meeting at 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, January 25: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Wednesday, February 8: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: John Zabel - The Niagara River Bridge on a Note 

Wednesday, February 22: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Steve Eisinger, John Lighthouse - Colonial Coins 

Wednesday, February 22: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

 

FBI Agent Brad Jacobs will visit us on Apr il 12, 2017, to give a talk on Counter feit Money. 

Save the Date: Fr iday, May 19: Annual Banquet; and Sunday, August 20: Annual Picnic 

Schedule of 2017 Board meetings: March 22, May 24 and June 28. 

 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 
Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: February 26, 2017 for  March-April 2017, and April 30, 2017 
for May-June 2017. 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


