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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

  With the summer comes change among the RNA 
Officers and Board. Please join me in welcoming 

Scott Annechino as Secretary, and Sheryl Zabel and Susie 
Scoppa as Directors. I would be remiss not to say, “Thank 
you” to Dennis DeYoung and John Tokoli for their service 
on the Board of Directors. Now it’s my turn to have my 
hand on the tiller; with that comes heightened responsibil-
ity and excitement in anticipation of the coming year. 

 Here’s a little about myself: I have a wonderful wife to 
whom I have been happily married for nearly 15 years. We 
have a 13-year-old daughter who is a competitive swim-
mer and plays tenor sax. She plays the sax in band and jazz 
band. Anyone who knows me well knows where to find 
me in my spare time…. On a local stream or river, fly fish-
ing. Fly fishing has opened some traveling opportunities to 
be able to see this wonderful country. My main quarry 
usually is trout of any kind but my love of the outdoors is 
my real passion. 

 I have worked in Radiology for 20 years. I started in X-ray 
and have moved into CT Scan, working there for 18 years. I 
like CT a lot as it is challenging and mentally stimulating. 
Working with the patients, computers and identifying 
anatomy is what makes it challenging. With recent advanc-
es in the technology there are many uses for CT that in the 
past wasn’t possible. Now it’s possible to do 3-dimensional 
imaging of scans that I do as well. I would like to put my 
knowledge to better use and soon I plan on pursuing MRI. 
It’s a slower pace and not as physically demanding on the 

body as CT is but it too has its own set of challenges. 

 My coin collecting started like many other people. My 
mother introduced me to coin collecting at a young age. It 
started with rolls of pennies and grew from there. Pretty 
soon there were Whitman books of cents, nickels, dimes, 
quarters and half dollars. As I got older and I was in high 
school with a job, it meant less time for coins. Coins were 
now on the back burner until after I became established in 
a CT job with some disposable income. My collecting inter-
ests are now: exonumia, RNA Medals, Confederate Cur-
rency and a United States type set.  

 Two goals I would like to focus on and challenge the 
Board are: Increasing the RNA membership and building 
the RNA endowment. The latter hasn’t seen much growth 
recently and we need to remain focused on adding capital. 
Hopefully, we can accomplish this with everyone’s help. 

 There are a couple of important dates this summer: July 
13th is a joint meeting with the RPA and RNA at the Jewish 
Community Center at 7pm. The other date is August 20th, 
it’s the Annual RNA Picnic at White Brook Park in Perinton. 
There is a Board meeting at Noon with the anticipated 
start of the picnic at 1pm. Please think about coming for 
some fun, camaraderie and food. There is a surprise for 
desert that I will be providing as well.  

 Enjoy your summer and I hope to see you at the RNA pic-
nic or at the first meeting in September. I am looking for-
ward to some fun in numismatics and to working as a 
team with the board during this next year. 

Eric Miller 

RNA Committees 

RNA Bylaws identify several committees appointed 

by the President and Board of Directors. Here are our 

currently active committees: 

Membership: 

Bill Coe (Chair), Dennis DeYoung, John Stephens, 

Ted Vaccarella and John Bailey 

Auditing 

Susan E. Bashaw; John Vicaretti; Ted Vaccarella 

Endowment Committee 

John Zabel (RNA Curator and Chair); 2015-17 Gerard 

Muhl, Gerald Vaccarella;  2015-2018 John Light-

house, Earl Gurell; 2016-19 Steve Eisinger, Maria 

Paris; Ex-officio: Ed Cain, Treasurer 

RNA COIN SHOW AND SALE 

It’s time to start planning your RNA Coin Show  

Exhibit for November 4, 2017. 

Use more than one display case, if necessary. 

Each case size is 32 X 20 X 1.75 inches. 

Let’s see some great displays! 

2017-2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE! 

Dues: Family or individual (life member none) $           25 

Please mail my Presidential Medal (add $3)  ______ 

Donation (RNA is tax exempt)                  ______ 

Total amount enclosed               $ ______ 

Pay the Treasurer at any meeting or mail to RNA 

at the address listed on page 2 



4 

Encased Cents 

By Gerald Vaccarella, RNA President - 2016 

Ah, the Industrial Age. Born in the late 18th century 
and proceeding forward, agrarian society changed to a 
more urban society in the United States and around 
the world. Hand tools grew into machinery. We need-
ed increased insights into metals to make machinery. 
The insights and developments came. In 1825 Hans 
Christian Oersted, a Danish chemist, was the first per-
son to produce tiny amounts of aluminum. Aluminum 
was considered a precious or semi-precious metal 
fetching $40 a pound in 1859. In 1889, Charles Martin 
Hall passed an electric current through the metal sub-
stance and was able to separate aluminum and make 
possible a cheaper product. By the late 19th century 
and early twentieth century aluminum cost was re-
duced to 18 cents a pound. 

Numismatists know about the famous Columbian and 
Isabella commemoratives produced by the U.S. Mint 
for the 1893 World’s Fair. They were produced 
to help defray the cost of the fair itself. The fifty cent 
Columbian commemorative was sold for one dollar. 

Bertha Palmer, The Woman's Building director of the 
fair wanted the Isabella quarter designed by a woman. 
She hired Caroline Peddle (who studied under Augus-
tus St. Gaudens). The Chief Engraver of the U.S. 
Mint, Charles Barber, manipulated the process and got 
the Caroline Peddles design turned down. Eventually, 
to the chagrin of Bertha Palmer, the Barber design of 
the Isabella quarter was accepted and accomplished. 
24,000 of the coins were sold for one dollar each The 
Isabella quarter was to be sold almost exclusively at 
the Woman's Building of the fair and therefore didn't 
achieve much in sales. People didn't want to pay a dol-
lar for a coin worth 25 cents. Raising twenty thousand 
dollars through the sale of the quarter was ten thou-
sand dollars more than Bertha Palmer's goal. Bertha 
Palmer was happy about that part. 

What we don't know so much about is another more 
popular piece of exonumia produced for the fair that 
depicted the first Ferris wheel. The invention was con-
structed for the 1893 Chicago Fair by James Ferris, its 
inventor.  The Ferris wheel itself was extremely popu-
lar so the aluminum commemorative was produced at 
the time.  The Isabella quarter is most sought after by 
collectors of 1893 World’s Fair coinage because of its 
small production. The Ferris wheel aluminum medal 
commands prices way above ordinary conditioned Co-
lumbian half dollars.  The Ferris wheel invention 
swept the country and elevated this simple aluminum 
exonumia to great heights today. Aluminum became a 
common element for coin and exonumia production 
after its 19th century audition at the 1893 Chicago 

World’s Fair. 

As a boy I was a visitor to Seabreeze park on stellar 
occasions. Money was not plentiful and most was 
earned in order to find my way to places like Sea-
breeze. I liked skee-ball and all the novelties found in 
the small annex at Seabreeze Park. I remember being 
excited because I could put a small amount of money 
in a machine and could spell my whole name on an 
aluminum medal. The medal said "good luck” on the 
other side. I lost that good luck medal along life's 
highway but I can still remember the medal with my 
name on it. 

In an RNA coin show I opened 
a book of medals and 
found aluminum "good luck" 
medals. They come in many 
forms and colors but as a numis-
matist I liked the ones with 
coins in the middle. I believe 
the Ferris Wheel commemora-
tive of 1893 spawned the first 
encased cents produced in 1901 at the Pan-American 
Exposition held in Buffalo, NY. These encasements 
have 1901 Indian cents in the middle. The St. Louis 
World’s Fair of 1904 also has a 1904 Indian cent. 

From 1901 to the present day 
these aluminum medals are be-
ing produced to serve many 
functions. They have coins usu-
ally dated the year the medals 
were released but not al-
ways.  A FUN numismatic con-
vention held in 1995 was com-
memorated by placing 1955 
Lincoln cents to recognize its 
fortieth anniversary. Coin shops 
are advertised (Archie's Coins 
and Stamps) along with adver-
tisements from clothes to Rexall 
drugs stores to Bendix washing 
machines ("in over 2 million 
American Homes"), The coins 
in the middle have Lincoln 
cents from all three of the major 
US mints. There are several en-
cased cents celebrating ANA 
events, local numismatic clubs 
and even the Numismatic 
News.  Encased cents were 
passed out in political cam-
paigns like; "In 60 it's Lodge 
with Nixon"(1960 cent) and a 1965 one touting 
"Lincoln for Congress, Lincoln makes sense".  
 (Continued on page 5.) 
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Events are celebrated 
like the "54th Lin-
coln Day Dinner" 
Feb. 16, 1952. The 
1989 ANA Conven-
tion was celebrated 
by placing a 1943 
Steel cent in the mid-
dle of a red alumi-

num holder. The writing part says, “Steel cent for steel 
city...Pittsburgh." 

A 1945 uncirculated cent 
graces the center of an encase-
ment stating "V-E Day May 2, 
VJ Day Sept 2". A 1969-D 
cent encasement states" Las 
Vegas Club, Home of the 49₵ 
Breakfast”. 1951-D centered 
in "Dr. Drakes croupy cough 
due to cold syrup". " Monroe 
Bank and Trust encased 1972-
D cent says " Can't say we 
never gave out free samples". 
A "Stanley" encased cent says 
"Hostess Parties will solve all 
problems", a 1947 uncirculat-
ed cent. A 1962-D encased 
cent says “New Haven Numis-
matic Society 1862-1962, 100th anniversary". Another 
1973-D encased cent says; "Shelton Conn. High 
School Band, Rose Bowl". The possibilities seem end-
less. There are tons of American varieties but only one 
or two Canadian varieties that I've found. A 1950 
King George VI cent is encased in an aluminum piece 
saying "A souvenir of Canada". On the other side is an 
outline of the country. Another Canadian cent of Eliz-
abeth II is advertising Windsor Canadian whiskey; "Is 
Above the Others". Luigi's pizza: Luigi is the Italian 
word for Louis; I'm eternally proud that is my dad's 
name. 

The "other side" of encased cents usually refer to be-
ing a "good luck" piece but stated in different phrases 
such as, "Keep me and you will have good luck"; 
"keep me and you will never go broke", "Good luck, 
keep me and prosper" ; "you can be as lucky as Ben-
dix", "Stork club lucky penny"," pennies from heav-
en", "Win or lose, Windsor Canadian is the only one 
to choose”, a 1901 case reads ;"Lucky penny, I'm it, 
pocket piece." Sometimes the luck part of the medal is 
scrapped for more advertising. 

While scanning eBay for encased cents I came upon 
an encased coin. It was a coin encased with an alumi-
num star shape. The sender had taped the star in a 
birthday card.  As sellers send coins they often choose 

odd pieces of cardboard, sometimes cereal 
boxes, to wrap the coin. The seller modi-
fied the birthday card so only "Happy 
Birthday" showed. The "star" arrived two 
days after my birthday! It had a small hole 
thorough the top of the star. The coin was 
immediately fascinating because it was dat-
ed 1941 with Queen Wilhelmina of the 
Netherlands on the obverse. Why was this 

odd encasement in the middle of United States en-
cased cents? How would eBay know I wrote an article 
about Queen Wilhelmina? How would the seller know 
it was my birthday? Is the encased coin related 
to Wilhelmina’s brave broadcasts of 1941 to the peo-
ple of the Netherlands? Imagine a Dutch man or wom-
an taking a small Dutch coin, encasing it in a hand-
made star shape and putting it on a bracelet.  It would 
remind them always of "hope" in Nazi occupied Hol-
land.  They could walk among the Nazis, wear a 
bracelet with the brave Queen and the Nazi thugs 
wouldn't know it. 

One of the fascinating parts of collecting is the story 
behind what we collect.  Is there a history to what we 
collect and can we capture it somehow? En-
cased history here? It's like capturing a moment in 
time, or is it just your imagination working overtime. 
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Medal Musings 

By Gerald Vaccarella, RNA President - 2016 

As the year of my medal unfolded I was in eager an-
ticipation of wonderful highlights and events.  I must 
admit there were pitfalls along the way but they were 
small ones. On a cold fall day, I met congenial Mat-
thew Royal of Royal photography to get the portrait 
disc I needed to use in the initial medal process. The 
meeting was set for Breugger's Bagels at 5 o’clock. I 
got there before Mr. Royal did and realized Breugger's 
closed at 5 PM! Mr. Royal and I met in the cold park-
ing lot, wind blowing up a storm. We started to talk 
about the political campaign ending in a few days. 
How do you discuss politics in a howling wind with 
that presidential political race! We kept it short and 
sweet; everything eventually blew over. On another 
day, I made my way to the Royal Photography studio 
itself in the old Federal Building Tower in downtown 
Rochester. You would think getting to the first floor 
from the basement garage would be easy but a slip of 
a finger and I'm darting up the side of the tower like a 
rocket ship. I began furiously pushing buttons to get to 
the ground floor.  It should have been easy with the 
push of a button but how did I get to a bunch of 
walls that went nowhere? Luckily, I didn't try to find 
the button for the thirteenth floor!  Finally, I got to the 
first floor. Royal turned out to be an extremely accom-
modating guy who did a great job on the pictures.  

Bill Coe was the man who led me everywhere in his 
smooth, amenable style. Bill is unflappable and a nice 
guy to boot. One day I arrived at his house on time 
and early.  Bill came out of his house with his usual 
congenial manner and gets in my car. We're about to 
go to graphic artist "Old Dog’s" house. Casually Bill 
said, ‘Do you have the pictures?" Suddenly my smile 
disappeared. "No,” I sheepishly replied. Without skip-
ping a beat, with the smile continuing on his face, Bill 
said, "Let's go to your house and get the pictures." We 
finally arrived back in Greece to meet Old Dog who 
loves to talk and draw. Old dog was crusty and philo-
sophical, the total artist.  He had great stories and the 
three of us laughed and talked for quite a while. 

The two symbols I used for my medal were the Eagle 

Scout symbol and "pen and inkwell" (writer sym-
bol).  The Eagle Scout symbol represents more than 
an achievement. It represents the Boy Scouts of 
America. Scouting gave me skills and experiences 
that affected my life so that I could deal with life situ-
ations better and work situations as well. The values 
taught could not be more plain and important to me. 
The pen and ink symbol tells more about who I am. 
The pursuit of learning and the intellectual aspect of 
life makes me a better person.  My father always said, 
"You can learn something new every day of your 
life." The joy of writing gives me a way to express my 
creative and intellectual aspects. 

It turns out the medal process was more complicated 
than I envisioned but totally absorbing and a great 
learning process. Trying to get the kinks out of the 
armor (medal) was a work of art. At some point, Old 
dog passed his work on to the sculptor/ engrav-
er, Luigi Badia. I never met Mr. Badia but if I could I 
would give him lots of accolades and praise. The peo-
ple at North American Mint were wonderful. Bill La-
Mere, CEO and President of North American Mint, is 
one of the nice guys of the world. Soft spoken, he is 
true to the adage “nice guys finish first" (or is it last?) 
It should be "first.” Bill LaMere is surely on the nice 
guy list. The most exciting moment for me was the 
striking of my medal at the North American Mint. Mr. 
LaMere took me over to the drill press and sat me 
down.   One thing he said was a comment about 
"50"(?) tons of pressure coming down on that blank 
planchet in the striking of my portrait medal. He qui-
etly added, "Make sure you pull your hand out quick 
enough after you set the planchet on the raised pedes-
tal but not too fast to make sure it stays on."  Two 
strikes and I was done. I thought three strikes of my 
medal and my hand might be out. The striking of the 
medal was exciting and satisfying.  My medal couldn't 
have come out any better even if I looked more like a 
movie star. It was very well done, a tribute to the 
sculptor Luigi Badia, Matthew Royal, Bill Coe, Old 
Dog (Bill Durand), Bill LaMere and everyone who 
made this medal possible. Yes, A lot of royal "Bills" 
and a Luigi made the 104th presidential medal a great 
success for me. * * * * * 

Annual Picnic - Tickets cost $10.00 per person. RJNA and non-RJNA children 12 years and younger will 

be admitted free. Please bring a dish to pass and an item for the white elephant auction.  

Submarine sandwiches will be provided by the RNA. Eric Miller will provide dessert. 

One of the highlights of prior picnics is a hike led by Steve Eisinger. Steve has graciously offered to organize a 

hike this year and it will be a flat-terrain hike. 

(White elephant auction: attendees bring an item for auction with the proceeds going to the RNA. The item 

doesn’t have to be numismatics-related but should be gift wrapped. The term “white elephant” refers to an ex-

travagant but burdensome gift that can’t be disposed of, based on the legend of King of Siam gifting rare albi-

no elephants to courtiers who had displaced him, that they might be ruined by the animals’ upkeep costs.) 
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Club News and Notes  

Since the May - June issue of RNA News, two new members joined RNA: we welcome Mike C. Wilson and 

Paulo G. Pasicznyk, both of Rochester. 

RNA Social Media Update, by David Gottfried, RNA President - 2004 

The RNA is expanding it’s presence on social media, in conjunction with the launch of the club’s new website at 
www.rochesternumismaticassociation.org.  Back in 2008, we created a Facebook group so that members who have accounts with 
the social media site could share, in real time, numismatic or other pertinent news, ask questions, share recent additions to their 
collections, or for promoting upcoming club activities.  That group is going strong, with just over 40 members, the majority of 
whom are currently members of the RNA.  If you are also on Facebook, but not a member of the club’s Facebook group, just search 
for “Rochester Numismatic Association” and request to join (a group admin must approve any request to join). 

Additionally, as a frequent user of Twitter, we’ve also created a Twitter handle to promote club activities and news.  If you’re on 
Twitter, you can follow us @RocCoinClub.  As of this writing, we’re up to nearly 20 followers since I launched the account about 
four weeks ago.  As important as followers are, Twitter also provides the club the opportunity to promote itself to the broader 
community through the use of hash tags (#).  These represent words or phrases that people follow in their areas of interest.  So, for 
example, we regularly tweet with #numismatics #coins #ROC (for all Rochester-area tweets).  Other hash tags may represent things 
in the news – like #covfefe!   

As we develop more of a presence online, there will also likely be opportunities to have an Instagram account (primarily used for 
photo-sharing), a YouTube channel, or possibly a coin-related podcast.  It’s an exciting time and while I haven’t been able to attend 
as many meetings as I would have liked to the past several years (thanks to my darling little kids) I am thrilled to be involved as the 
social media chair!  If you have any questions, please feel free to drop me an email at Gottfried@alfred.edu.   

2017 Banquet photos below:  John Zabel and Michael Luck; Bill Coe and Gerald Vaccarella; courtesy Tim Corio 

 

http://www.rochesternumismaticassociation.org
mailto:Gottfried@alfred.edu
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar July - August 2017 

Thursday, July 13: 7:00 PM - Joint RNA - RPA Meeting at JCC of Greater Rochester. See the Calendar 

tab on the new RNA website for additional details and directions.  

Sunday, August 20: 1-4 PM - Annual Picnic, White Brook Nature Area (Perinton) in the air-conditioned 

lodge; Board meeting at noon (All members are welcome to attend the Board meeting). See Club News and 

Notes, page 6 for additional details. 

Wednesday, September 13: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: What I did this Summer in Numismatics 

Wednesday, September 27: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting 

Wednesday, September 27: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Save the Date: Saturday, November 4th, 45th Annual Coin Show and Sale. Note: one day only. 

Schedule of future 2017 Board meetings: Sunday, August 20 at 12:00 noon (at the annual picnic). 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 
Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: August 30 for September-October 2017, and October 29 for No-
vember-December 2017. 

 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


