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The John Jay Pittman Memorial Library is available at every regular meeting. 

Members may select from more than 1000 titles. 

See the RNA Librarian to sign for and borrow materials. 

Visit our NEW website at http://www.rochesternumismaticassociation.org/ 

How did the legitimate Clinton Bank notes of Westernport, MD, become re-configured as     

another bank note from a different state? The story begins on page 4. 
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Regular Rochester Numismatic Association meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 pm on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays at Eisenhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 

East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the 

right-side door and go down the stairs to the lower level meeting room. For elevator service to the lower 

level call 271-4552 X 601 to speak with the Eisenhart security desk attendant. Entry for the elevator is 

through the Genesee Community Charter School door. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the 4th Wednesday of 

each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, contact RJNA advisor Joe 

Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.  
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

The RNA year is now in full swing. Meetings 
have started and in just a couple weeks, on No-

vember 4 is the RNA Coin Show. If you haven’t come 
to it before it’s a great time to look for that coin to 
complete a set or add to one. There are informative 
presentations to expand your numismatic knowledge 
as well. 

Phase II of the RNA website has now been completed.  
Visit rochesternumismaticassociation.org  to view 
it. At the bottom of the home page are “release notes”. 
This will provide you with all the details on what was 
completed in phase II along with what will be com-
pleted in phase III. 

Another slight change is also going to occur. To help 

eliminate expense to the club, starting with the Jan/
Feb 2018 edition, newsletters will only be sent via 
email. To members who don’t have email or access to 
a computer contact RNA Secretary Scott Annechino 
to get a hard copy of the newsletter. 

I also want to take a moment to note the following: 
November 29th is our second meeting and December 
27th is our holiday auction. 

Lastly, one of my goals was and is to increase mem-
bership. The Board approved the following sugges-
tion: When a current member brings in a new member 
who joins RNA, the current member’s dues are 
waived for one year. 

Hope to see everyone at a meeting or at the coin show. 

   Eric P Miller 

RNA Committees 

RNA Bylaws identify several committees appointed 

by the President and Board of Directors. Here are our 

currently active committees: 

Membership: 

Bill Coe (Chair), Dennis DeYoung, John Stephens 

and John Bailey 

Auditing 

Janet R. Pawlyk; Scott Fybush; John Vicaretti 

Endowment Committee 

John Zabel (RNA Curator and Chair); 2015-2018 

John Lighthouse, Earl Gurell; 2016-19 Steve Eisinger, 

Maria Paris; 2017-2020 Sharon Miller, Gerald Vac-

carella Ex-officio: Ed Cain, Treasurer 

 

R.N.A. Forty-fifth 

Annual Coin Show 

& Sale 

One Day Only 
— 

Saturday, November 4, 2017 

Rochester Museum & Science Center 

Eisenhart Auditorium 

657 East Avenue, Rochester NY 14607 

10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING 
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Darius Perrin: Hatter, Hangman, Postmaster, Banker 

By Gerard Muhl, RNA President, 1979 

My story begins in 1804. Businessmen have just completed building Merchants Road from Canandaigua to 
Charlotte. It was for the promotion of trade and to facilitate the delivery of mail. 

Castletown was established by Col. Isaac Castle at the Genesee River near the present Brooks Avenue. Oliver 
Culver was purchasing goods at Tryon near Irondequoit Bay and shipping them to Cleveland. 

In New England, Darius Perrin was born. His parents would soon move to what would become Rochester. 

At age 16 he was apprenticed to Arthur J. Colvin. Colvin was Rochester's first hatter. The town in 1820 was 
only three years old but had nearly 2000 people. All men wore hats - many made from beaver fur felt. 

By 1825 Perrin learned his trade well and as a 21-year-old man went into the hat business with John Hays. 
This was the same year the Erie Canal opened and Rochesterville's population jumped to 5,273. It was a real 
boom town. 

Five years later in 1830 Perrin became Monroe County undersheriff. In 1838 one of his duties was that of 
hangman. As such he participated in the last county hanging - that of Octavius Barron who was convicted of 
murder. Perrin refused his fee. By 1839 he was elected County Sheriff on the Whig Party ticket. 

The following year, 1840 saw completion of the Rochester and Auburn Railroad. This began the end of the 
canal era. Trains could now travel in the frozen winter. The Western NY Agriculture Society was organized. 
The first plate glass windows were introduced by Abelard Reynolds in his downtown arcade. The first Jewish 
religious service was held in Rochester. Darius Perrin was named Postmaster for the Town of Brighton. 

Jumping to 1848 we find it was a wonderful time in politics. Rochester's first woman's rights convention was 
held. Brawls broke out on the streets over the choice of political candidates. Returning from a political rally, 
Perrin was saved from physical harm by being pulled into a doorway. His companion, Frederick Whittlsey was 
not as lucky and suffered a broken nose. They had been campaigning for Zachary Taylor for president. When 
"Old Rough and Ready" was elected Perrin was named Postmaster for Rochester as part of the patronage sys-
tem. He held this post through 1853 when the next president, Millard Fillmore, left office. 

Postmaster was the highest paying federal job in the county at the time. Upon leaving federal office Perrin 
partnered with private banker William Breck. He also was involved with his younger brother Horace Perrin in 
a milling business and in land speculation in Marshall County, Michigan. Darius supplied the money to Hor-
ace - much of which was raised in Rochester. 

Darius Perrin must have been successful for in 1853 he was able to purchase a mansion at 137 State Street for 
$32,700. It was reported to be the most expensive house in Rochester. 

      (Continued on page 6) 
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The Biggest Single-Year Type Set? 

By Mark Benvenuto, RNA member 

Collectors will probably remember the year 2016 for a 
very long time, as the year when three classic designs 
were revived and produced in gold.  The whole idea is 
a wonderful fusion of past and present, circulating and 
commemorative.  It also can get a person thinking 
about past designs, denominations, and mintages.  
When looking at these new versions of classic coins, 
one question that arises is: how big a type set can a 
person assemble, with each coin dated from the same 
year? 

To answer that, we need to look first at just how many 
denominations the United States Mint has pounded 
out since its inception back in 1792.  A quick list in-
cludes: 1) half cent, 2) cent, 3) two-cent, 4) three-cent, 
5) half dime or nickel, 6) dime, 7) twenty-cent, 8) 
quarter, 9) half dollar, 10) dollar, 11) quarter eagle, 
12) three-dollar, 13) half eagle, 14) eagle, 15) double 
eagle.  Right off the bat, wow, that’s a lot of denomi-
nations.  Also, right off that bat, folks may wish to ar-
gue some points.  For example, we didn’t include the 
four-dollar gold pieces (since they were never released 
for circulation), or the $50 commemoratives (since 
there were no others at this denomination made to cir-
culate).  Some folks might also wish to separate the 
half dime and the nickel, although we’re treating them 
as one for the moment.   

Assuming we can agree on the fifteen denominations 
we’ve listed, the next step is to see just how many 
were issued in one specific year.  It’s tempting to 
jump at any year from 1875 – 1878, since that short 
span is the time during which twenty-cent pieces were 
produced.  But we may get a larger number of coins if 
we leave out the twenty-cent piece in favor of several 
smaller denominations.   

Eschewing 1875 – 1878 for a moment, we can see that 
the year 1866 might actually be the year (or one year 
of a few) which gets us the largest number of denomi-
nations in that single year.  The twenty-cent piece isn’t 
in this mix.  Neither is the ½¢ coin, as it went the way 
of the dodo bird a few years prior, in 1857.  But the 
rest of the gang is all here, as it were, including the 
cent, the two-cent piece, both of the different three-
cent pieces, both the half dime and a nickel five-cent 
piece, the dime, the quarter, the half dollar, both a sil-
ver dollar and a gold dollar, and not four, but five of 
the larger gold pieces, including the oft-forgotten $3.  
All things considered, 1866 must have been a pretty 
busy year for the Mint, as the folks there pounded out 
sixteen different coins for all these denominations. 

In 1866, the most brutal war the United States had ev-
er been in was officially over – but only officially.  

People were still hanging on to older, coined money, 
and more commonly using paper currency.  The men 
of the defeated Confederate armies were home, but 
licking their wounds and grieving over their lost 
cause.  And the Mint was trying to get enough coins 
produced that a war-weary public would again use 
them.  Accordingly, Indian Head cents came pouring 
out of the Mint, to the tune of almost ten million 
coins.  That certainly seems like a lot until we com-
pare the number to something like the 1865’s which 
are even higher.  In short though, an 1866 cent is not 
hard to purchase for a year set that is also a type set. 

The two-cent pieces of 1866 are a direct repeat of the 
Indian Had cent, meaning they are common, yet not so 
much so as the preceding years.  Once again, this cop-
per shouldn’t be hard to find. 

When it comes to three-cent pieces, well, the year 
1866 was part of the long wind down for the little, sil-
ver ones.  Yet it was also part of a huge production of 
nickel three-cent pieces that had begun only a year 
prior.  The prices reflect that, with the silver three-cent 
piece costing hundreds of dollars, and the nickel three-
cent version costing far less. 

We also mentioned there were two different five-cent 
pieces in 1866.  It was the first year of issue for the 
new nickel, and an 1866 Shield nickel doesn’t cost too 
much today.  The half dimes, on the other hand, are 
that proverbial horse of a different color.  There was a 
trickle of them from the main Mint in Philadelphia 
that year, all of which are expensive now.  The 1866-S 
is the more common issue, one which you can grab in 
a grade such as VF-20 for about $100.  

The dimes of 1866 are basically a repeat of the half 
dimes, with the much smaller mintage coming from 
Philly, and the major output coming from the City by 
the Bay.  The specimen without the mint mark will be 
the more costly to add to any growing type set. 

When it comes to quarters and half dollars, 1866 con-
tains two insane, screaming rarities.  There is a unique 
specimen of each that uses the earlier version of the 
Seated Liberty design, then what has to be called the 
more common versions, each with the “E Pluribus Un-
um” motto on the reverse.  Rather obviously, the 
unique specimens are as off limits as plutonium. 

The dollar coins of 1866 come in two distinct 
“flavors,” as it were, the Seated Liberty dollars and 
the little Indian Princess Head gold dollars.  Neither is 
common, the gold dollar being less so.  But since so 
few folks collect $1 gold pieces, the Indian Princess of 
1866 is actually underpriced (even though it is still 
expensive).   

(Continued on page 6) 
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… Biggest Type Set?   (Continued from page 5) 

And while the Seated Liberty dollar also has an amazing rarity, it’s twice as common as the half dollar and 

quarter.  Yes, there were a whopping two of these big silver disks made without that motto. 

Going up into what might be called “the usual 

gold” means going up in price as well.  Espe-

cially if we add in a $3 gold piece of 1866, the 

cost of adding five more gold coins to a type set 

collection makes the entire endeavor a rather 

costly affair.  Still, this is what would be needed 

to complete what may very well be one of the 

biggest type sets of circulating coins the United 

States has ever had.  It definitely appears to be 

one inclusive of the most denominations. 

            

      * * * * * 

Darius Perrin (continued from page 4) 

Toward the end of 1853 cholera swept the city. Over 700 cases were reported with over 400 deaths. But things 
began to return to normal by mid-1854. Perrin and his silent partner Joseph Sibley opened a bank at 58 State 
Street. The bank was capitalized at $200,000 with some of the funding coming from Perrin and his partners and 
apparently by being designated an Erie Canal deposit bank. Some state funds from weigh-lock canal tolls 
would be deposited in the newly named Perrin Bank. 

As with most banks of the time the Perrin Bank issued its own paper currency. Notes were printed by the N.Y. 
City American Banknote Company in denominations of one, two and five dollars. 

Many of the banknotes were shipped to Michigan where Perrin's brother Horace used them in business transac-
tions. Horace had his brother's power-of-attorney and at times spent bank funds very liberally. Each year after 
1855 the bank reported fewer funds in its resources. 

In 1855 the local newspaper printed notice of a $500 reward for the return of $1,600 stolen from the bank - a 
large sum for the time. Mysteriously, all but $203 was recovered in a short time. Perhaps it was an inside job. 

By 1863 with bank funds down to $14,000 Perrin sold his home and moved to more modest quarters at 31 N. 
St. Paul Street, with offices at 2 Market Street. The bank closed in 1864 but Perrin retained a stock brokerage, a 
currency exchange, and an insurance office. 

The printing plates for Perrin banknotes were destroyed in 1864 under state supervision and a sinking fund was 
set up in Albany whereby holders of such notes could redeem them until May 6, 1876. 

It is likely that all notes were redeemed or destroyed as no genuine ones are known to exist. What does exist 
are some poorly made counterfeits created from printing plates of the Clinton Bank of Westernport, Maryland. 
On these 1860 notes the Clinton Bank name was replaced by the Perrin name. The seal was changed as was the 
city in which they were issued. Darius and his brother's names appear on the counterfeits. No one was arrested 
for making this bogus money. 

The story does not quite end here. All the money Horace was "borrowing" from the Perrin Bank seems finally 
to have resulted in a windfall for Darius. His brother Horace died in 1879 in Marshall, Michigan near Battle 
Creek. In his will he left Darius over $100,000 plus an annual annuity for the rest of his life. Darius' family 
members also received life-long annuities. Horace's estate eventually was settled for nearly $800,000, a prince-
ly sum for the time.  

Darius lived on in retirement until his death on March 16, 1894. He was 90 years old. He had a full life. 

* * * * * 

2017-2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE! 

Dues: Family or individual (life member none) $           25 

Please mail my Presidential Medal (add $3)        ______ 

Donation (RNA is tax exempt)                      ______ 

Total amount enclosed                   $ ______ 

Pay the Treasurer at any meeting or mail to RNA at the ad-

dress listed on page 2. 
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Club News and Notes  

Since the September-October issue of RNA News, one new member has joined RNA: we welcome Michael 

Tritto of Indianapolis, Indiana. 

RNA / RPA Joint Meeting medals will be auctioned off at the DECEMBER 27 AUCTION. Starting price 

will be the cost of the medals: $10 for the silver plated medal and $25 for the .999 silver 1 oz. medal. Any ad-

ditional funds generated from the auction will be donated for the benefit of the club. This will be an excellent 

chance for anyone who did not subscribe to obtain them, or for anyone to add to their purchase if they wish. 

Nominations for Numismatist of the Year  are presently being sought by committee chairperson George Fe-

kete. Send written nominations to George on or before the first regular meeting in February, 2018. As chair-

person of the Nominating Committee, George is also seeking nominations for two Board positions and for 

the position of Treasurer for the 2018-19 fiscal year. Nominations should be made on or before the second 

meeting of February, 2018, per our By Laws. More information will be provided in the next newsletter. 

RNA members, if you have access to a computer, please go to our new website…. 

rochesternumismaticassociation.org  

….and look at all the new features, newsletters back to 2003 and a host of new information. In late October, 

you will be provided a login ID and password to access the members-only area. There you can see some of the 

RNA Collection, RNA medals, and RNA Library contents; soon you will  be able to pay your dues, buy tickets 

to the banquet and the picnic, and conduct other similar transactions. 

Notice: RNA News has become increasingly expensive to print and mail in recent years. The newsletter is 
now published on the RNA website and emailed to all members who provide an email address. In order to re-
duce costs, the Board of Directors has decided to discontinue mailing the newsletter via US Postal Service 
starting with the Jan/Feb 2018 issue. RNA will continue to mail a copy to members who have no email or oth-
er way to access the newsletter and request that service. Contact RNA Secretary Scott Annechino to request 
that a copy continue to be mailed to you. 

 

“Investment Management 

for the Prudent Investor” 

 

Edward Cain 

585.755.3379 

Past Numismatist of the Year  
Recipients 

1988 - 1989 Gerard E. Muhl 
1989 - 1990 Not awarded 
1990 - 1991 Douglas G. Borden 
1991 - 1992 John Jay Pittman 
1992 - 1993 William David Coe 
1993 - 1994 Not awarded 
1994 - 1995 Charles J. Ricard 
1995 - 1996 Robert Edward Doty 
1996 - 1997 John E. Zabel 

1997 - 1998 Arthur D. Cohen 
1998 - 1999 Ursula Loose 
1999 - 2000 Not awarded 
2000 - 2001 Not awarded 
2001 - 2002 Not awarded 
2002 - 2003 Not awarded 
2003 - 2004 Scott D. Fybush 
2004 - 2005 Not awarded 
2005 - 2006 Mitchell Sanders 
2006 - 2007 Not awarded 
2007 - 2008 Not awarded 

2008 - 2009 Andrew Harkness 
2009 - 2010 Carmen J. Scoppa II 
2010 - 2011 Timothy Corio 
2011 - 2012 Darlene Corio 
2012 - 2013 Not awarded 
2013 - 2014 Susie Scoppa 
2014 - 2015 Ted Vaccarella 
2015 - 2016 Not awarded 
2016 - 2017 Michael Luck 
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar November - December 2017 

Saturday, November 4th: 45th Annual Coin Show and Sale, 10 am to 5 pm. Note: one day only. 

Wednesday, November 8: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Steve Eisinger - Hiking Peru - Some Coins and Stamps 

Wednesday, November 29: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Gerry Muhl - Rochester Counterfeits 

Wednesday, November 29: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Wednesday, December 13: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Maria Paris - Believe It, Or Not; board meeting at 

6:15 PM. 

Wednesday, December 27: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Holiday auction, no speaker  

Wednesday, December 27: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

 

Schedule of future 2017-18 Board meetings: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 
Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: December 30 for January-February 2018, and March 1 for March-
April 2018. 

 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


