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Rochester Numismatic Association, 
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All rights reserved. 

Regular RNA meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Wednesdays 

(see Calendar for possible schedule exceptions at Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays) at Eisenhart Audito-

rium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front build-

ing behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the right-side door and go downstairs to the lower level 

meeting room. For elevator service to the lower level call 271-4552 X 601 to speak with the Eisenhart securi-

ty desk attendant. Entry for the elevator is through the Genesee Community Charter School door. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the 4th Wednesday of 

each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, contact RJNA advisor Joe 

Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.  
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

As I sit here thinking about what to write, I am reminded that half of the RNA year is over. It has 
gone by very quickly to say the least. So quickly, in fact, that from a professional standpoint, my 

course and clinical work in MRI is now completed. The only thing left with it is to study and prepare for 
the MRI boards. Job prospects have already arisen so we shall see how everything presents itself; time 
will tell. With MRI nearly completed comes some father responsibilities. This spring my daughter has a 
National Junior Honor Society induction and her last band concert for middle school. With those respon-
sibilities on my part, Vice President Kerri Klajbor has agreed to step in for me in my absence: thanks 
Kerri. 

An exciting opportunity has presented itself for the RNA. For a while, going back a few presidencies, the 
RNA has looked into mentoring Boy Scouts working on earning the Coin Collecting Merit Badge. In the 
past it didn’t work out, but very recently I got an email from the Program Director of the Boy Scouts 
gauging our interest in organizing a merit badge workshop. We have interest in doing so and a small 
group is being put together to plan the logistics of when, where and how to have the workshop. We're 
looking for member volunteers to run this program, so if you are interested please contact me via email, 
at a meeting or by phone. We are in the very early stages. This looks to be a fun opportunity!  

The long winter is hopefully coming to an end, and with that end, comes the sun and warmth of spring. 
Spring is also a wonderful time for me to get out and enjoy some fishing; its one of the many reasons 
why I enjoy spring. With the nicer weather, hopefully it will be easier for some to attend a meeting.  

I hope to see everyone at a meeting or if you haven’t attended one in a while, come on out. We would 
love to see you! 

Eric P Miller 

RNA Committees 

RNA Bylaws identify several committees appointed 

by the President and Board of Directors. Here are our 

currently active committees: 

Membership: 

Bill Coe (Chair), Dennis DeYoung, John Stephens 

and John Bailey 

Auditing 

Scott Fybush; Janet R. Pawlyk; John Vicaretti 

Endowment Committee 

John Zabel (RNA Curator and Chair); 2015-2018 

John Lighthouse, Earl Gurell; 2016-19 Steve Eisinger, 

Maria Paris; 2017-2020 Sharon Miller, Gerald Vac-

carella Ex-officio: Ed Cain, Treasurer 

Report of the Nominating Committee for 2018-19 Officers and Board of Directors 

Committee chair George T. Fekete reported nominees for 2018-19 officers as follows (election on June 6th): 

 Kerri Klajbor, President    

 Edward Cain, Vice President 

 Paul Brach, Treasurer 

 Scott Annechino, Secretary 

 John Zabel, Curator 

 Michael Luck, Librarian 

Members nominated for the board of directors for 2018-2021: 

 Jason Childers and John Lighthouse 

Directors on the board continuing their terms are: 

 Roger Kuntz and Ted Vaccarella (2016-2019} 

 Susie Scoppa and Sheryl Zabel (2017-2020) 
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A Monroe County Proposal for Scrip Money 

By Gerard Muhl, RNA President, 1979 

A t the height of the Great Depression in 1933, the Central Committee of Monroe County Relief Workers 
proposed a novel form of money with which to pay municipal workers and others. It was called stamp 

scrip, and followed similar plans proposed for St. Paul, Toledo, Grand Rapids and other US cities.  

Stamp scrip is a self-liquidating, non-interest-bearing form of bond used as money. It was designed to pay for 
all labor and materials the county would buy in its relief work. It would circulate as money. 

According to the Central Committee, it would work as follows: 

The community would set up a corporation to administer and issue the scrip, pay community expenses, 
undertake all public improvements, hire all labor and buy all material necessary. This corporation 
would print scrip in denominations of one, five and ten dollars, and tax stamps of two, ten and twenty 
cent values. This scrip would be issued to pay for all materials and labor now ordinarily paid for out of 
tax receipts. The scrip would then be circulated as money. Each person spending it would purchase for 
cash tax stamps at the rate of two cents per dollar of scrip and affix these stamps to it, thus paying their 
share of the tax. Each piece of scrip would have 52 spaces on its reverse side for these stamps. Thus, 
on a one-dollar scrip $1.04 worth of stamps would be sold before the scrip was redeemed for one dol-
lar. The extra four cents would pay all expenses, giving the public a better money’s worth. For best re-
sults, all business establishments should accept scrip and in turn spend it for materials and labor. For 
convenience, all such places would act as selling agents for the tax stamps. 

Whenever a piece of scrip had 52 stamps affixed and cancelled, the issuing agency would redeem it for 
face value. Thus, the entire business cycle, with its attendant benefits to capital, labor and government, 
would be completed. (Redemption would be in US currency or in more scrip).  

This form of self-liquidating bond used as money could pay for all civil expenses including welfare not cov-
ered under state and federal grants. It would also pay for public works, thus creating new jobs and removing 
the need for charity.  

The system would rise of fall on each person receiving the scrip being willing to pay the two percent tax to 
spend it. A publicity campaign expounding the humanitarian nature of using the scrip would be necessary. 
This money, of course, would only circulate in the county, thus preventing local cash from flowing to distant 
areas to the detriment of the local economy. 

One other problem with using the local currency was US federal code #562 that calls for a ten percent tax on 
notes used for circulation. But calling the scrip a municipal bond might have circumvented that law. 

A few cities today such as Ithaca, New York and Brattleboro, Vermont use their own currency and see no 
problem with federal code stopping them. 

What do you think of this suggestion from Frank Shaw of the 1933 Monroe County Relief Workers Central 
Committee? Has its time come in 2018? 

* * * * * 

HAVE YOU NOT PAID YOUR 2017-2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES? 

 

   Dues: Family or individual (life member none) $           25 

   Please mail my Presidential Medal (add $3)        ______ 

   Donation (RNA is tax exempt)                      ______ 

   Total amount enclosed                   $ ______ 

 

Pay the Treasurer - As of mid-February, 39 of about 145 members had not paid their membership dues. When 
your dues are unpaid after January 31, your membership is subject to termination.  

Mail a check to RNA at the address listed on page 2 or pay via the RNA Store link at the RNA website. 
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Planning for Philadelphia 
By Timothy J. Flavin, RNA Member 

I f you’re thinking about going to the ANA World’s Fair of Money August 14 to 18th, 2018 in Philadelphia, PA, the fol-
lowing Numismatic-themed history locations may interest to you. These suggestions are by no means complete, 

since Philadelphia is, by definition, American history.  

The City of Brotherly Love has had four United States Mint locations over the course of American history. The first mint 
was located there because Philadelphia was the temporary location of the Capital of the United States between 1790 
and 1800. Over this period and later years, Congress got tired of passing five-year extensions to keeping the mint in 
Philadelphia even after the grand bargain was struck to move the Capital to Washington D.C.  Legislation drafted on 
May 18, 1828 “…continues the Mint at Philadelphia until otherwise provided by law….” 

The first mint was an L-shaped complex with ten buildings between 6th and 7th Street and Mulberry Court. It is the 
present site of several federal building at the former Mulberry Court. Arch Street (formerly Mulberry Street) was to the 
north and Market Street to the south. The first building ran east to west, the short “L” going south toward Market 
Street. This was operational between 1792 to 1833. A half block south of Arch Street a bronze plaque marks the spot, 
attached to the Green Federal Building. This would have been just north of the reconstructed Declaration House at 7th 
and Market Street. Declaration House is where the Sage of Monticello, Thomas Jefferson, wrote the Declaration of In-
dependence. 

The first Mint Director, David Rittenhouse, lived at 7th Street and Arch Street, which was known as “Fort Rittenhouse”. 
Mr. Rittenhouse was so respected in Philadelphia he has a City Park named after him at 18th and Walnut Street, one of 
the richest neighborhoods in Philadelphia. Director Rittenhouse also invented an Orrery, a mechanical model of the 
solar system used in education. He was also founding member with Benjamin Franklin of the American Philosophical 
Society, succeeding Mr. Franklin as president upon his death. The Society is located at 105 and 104 South Fifth Street, 
and is open to the public. Experience the Age of Enlightenment. 

The second Mint was located at Chestnut above 13th Street near the corner of Juniper Street. It had 150 feet of front-
age and was Greek Revival style. The second mint struck coins from 1833 to 1901.  

The third Mint (under construction, right) was located at Spring Garden and 16th and 17th. Coinage at the mint was 
operational from 1901 to 1969.  The building is still standing (below) as the main building for Community College of 
Philadelphia.  

The current US Mint is the fourth in Philadelphia, at 151 
North Independence Mall East at 5th Street and Arch 
Street, taking up the whole block. There are tours daily 
with extended summer hours. Fittingly, across Arch Street 
is where tourists toss pennies through the iron fence onto 
the grave of Benjamin Franklin. “A penny saved is Penny 
earned” every day.  Other notable revolutionary notables 
are also entombed there. Tours of the Christ Church Grave 

Yard are available; check with the Church for hours and 
times.  

Other notable points of interest are the First Bank of the 
United States, located at 3rd Street and Walnut, and The 
Second Bank of United States, located between 4th and 
5th street on Walnut Street. Both these buildings are part 
of Independence National Historic Park.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

The Federal Reserve has the Money in Motion exhibit right across from the Mint, at 10 Independence Mall 
West (6th Street). The entrance is just to the north of Arch Street  

Oh, lest we forget, by suggestion of RNA member Tim Corio, visit that symbol of Liberty that has appeared on 
obverse side of three United States Coins: The 1926 Sesquicentennial of American Independence half dollar; 
the Franklin half dollar; and the Eisenhower Bicentennial silver dollar. 

Other points of Interest around Independence Hall for the Chocolate lover include Lori’s Chocolates at 34th 
South 7th Street between Market and Chestnut. Yes, they have gold coins.  

If you happen to be a fan of Maxfield Parrish, one his largest murals is in the lobby of the former Saturday 
Evening Post Building. Made by Tiffany Glass with Parish’s vision “Dream Garden,” it is located at the south-
west corner of Independence Park behind Independence Hall. If it happens to be hot day, this is quiet place to 
cool off and look at masterpiece in air-conditioned comfort. 

And finally, if you’re a baseball fan and the Mets are in town, I suggest if you want good seats buy them early. 
Whether the Phillies or Met are winning, half of New York come down to Philly for games. 

I hope this is helpful and hope to see you there.  

* * * * * 

An Early RNA Opinion of the “New” Peace Dollar 

By Gerard Muhl, RNA President - 1979 

Famed early coin dealer Henry Chapman came to the annual R.N.A. banquet in 1922. A discussion ensued 
about the new Peace Dollar. Here is what the membership reported: “…Chapman, who had seen other speci-
mens submitted to the Fine Arts Committee, criticized the homely and un-American head selected for the 
Goddess of Liberty. We all agreed that any lady present would have furnished a much better model for an 
American Goddess of Liberty. The opinion was expressed that any man compelled to sit opposite such a face 
all his life would have aroused in his system the belligerent feelings of war rather than the benign sentiment 
of Peace which the coin was designed to commemorate.” 

Everyone present agreed it was a shame to have such a homely coin, poor in design, sloppy in execution and 
evidently the result of haste and carelessness representing for years to come an event which should have 
been much more suitably commemorated. 

A committee of Congress could if composed of blockheads have selected a better design for a coin than did 
the so-called Fine Arts Committee who selected this type of Goddess of Liberty. The American Numismatic 
Association or any other American 
society would be ashamed of such 
medallic art.  

The best genius and talent should 
be selected for any future American 
coinage. 

 

- From the Rochester Numismatic 
Association minutes Jan. 17, 1922 as 
recorded by member Billy Sunday.  

 



7 

Club News and Notes  

Since the January-February issue of RNA News, one new member has joined RNA: we welcome Louis M. Ro-

mano, Churchville, New York. 

For the Record: the talk for our January 24 meeting was presented by Lisa Fybush, and was entitled 

“Cherchez la Femme Partout” (roughly translated, Find the Woman). The talk originally scheduled for our 

February 14 meeting was moved to April 11; instead, a talk entitled “I’m Going to Play You a Love Song” 

was presented by Chip Scoppa. 

RNA is continuing to build its Endowment Fund for the original purpose of generating income to cover our 

room rent at the Museum. So far, we are doing well, but just a reminder: giving to the fund might include a 

memorial gift of coins or a whole collection. Our Association might also be named a beneficiary in a Will, giv-

ing to RNA a specific dollar amount. RNA also can accept stocks or other securities. See or write to John 

Zabel, chair of the Endowment Committee, for more information on a tax advantage in making a gift. 

Note: if anyone has borrowed from RNA a three-ring binder containing biographies of past RNA presidents, 

please return it to Gerry Muhl at a regular meeting or call him at 585 336-9459.  

RNA COIN SHOW AND SALE 

It’s time to start planning your RNA Coin Show Exhibit for November 3 and 4, 2018. We’re returning to a 

two-day show format this year from the 2017 one-day format. Last year the displays were uniformly excep-

tional, showing rare numismatic materials not previously seen. Use more than one display case, if necessary. 

Each case size is 32 X 20 X 1.75 inches. 

Let’s see some great displays! 

 

“Investment Management 

for the Prudent Investor” 

 

Edward Cain 

585.755.3379 

Annual RNA Banquet Honoring George T. Fekete, 105th RNA President 
Please join us for an evening of food, recognition, awards, camaraderie and presentation of the newest RNA 
presidential medal. 

Date: Friday, May 4, 2018 

Location: ARTISANworks, 565 Blossom Rd, Rochester, NY 14610 

6:00 pm Hors d’oeuvres and Cash Bar 

7:00 pm Dinner 

Ticket Price: $30 per person, payment in advance on or before April 25th is required. 

Contact RNA VP Kerri Klajbor for tickets prior to or at the Wednesday April 25th RNA meeting. 

A prize drawing will occur after dinner.  
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar March - April 2018 

Wednesday, March 14: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Scott Fybush - I Bought it from Mike; Board meeting at 

 6:15 PM 

Wednesday, March 28: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Don Shilling - Lewis and Clark 

Wednesday, March 28: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Wednesday, April 11: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Susie Scoppa - Kissi Penny; Board meeting at 6:15. 

Wednesday, April 25: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Sheryl Zabel - Coins of Aksum 

Wednesday, April 25: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Save the Date: Friday, May 4, 2018, 6:00 PM: Annual Banquet at Artisan Works (see notice page 7) 

Save the Date: Wednesday, June 6, 2018: Annual meeting and election of officers. NOTE: our first June 

regular meeting has been changed from the 13th to the 6th due to a scheduling conflict at the Museum. 

Save the Date: Sunday, August 26, 2018: Annual picnic at White Brook Nature Area, Perinton 

Schedule of future 2017-18 Board meetings: Wednesday, March 14; Wednesday. April 11 (tentative date) 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 
Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: April 25 for May-June 2018 and June 30 for July-August 2018. 

 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


