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Regular RNA meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Wednesdays 

(see Calendar for possible schedule exceptions at Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays) at Eisenhart Audito-

rium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front build-

ing behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the right-side door and go downstairs to the lower level 

meeting room. For elevator service to the lower level call 271-4552 X 601 to speak with the Eisenhart securi-

ty desk attendant. Entry for the elevator is through the Genesee Community Charter School door. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the 4th Wednesday of 

each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, contact RJNA advisor Joe 

Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.  
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

It’s hard to believe that we’re at the end of the RNA 
year already; time sure flies by. Before you know it, 

summer will be here and maybe by then we will see the sun 
and warmer temperatures. Being a fly fisherman, these are 
prime temperatures for fishing. Boy that sure does sound 
good right about now.  

Highlights of the year include:  

Thanks to John Zabel, we now have an Emergency Proce-
dure in place so if a meeting has to be cancelled for weath-
er or any unforeseen reason members are now notified by a 
“robo-call” from the RNA. 

Thanks to John Lighthouse, Ted Vaccarella and myself, we 
established a RNA Officer Transition Guideline. I had ob-
served that one of the weakest points is always the transi-
tion or handoff of the officers. This document is a way for 
the outgoing officer to be reminded, in outline form, what 
needs to be passed on to the incoming officer. Hopefully 
this will smooth out the transition process. 

Thanks to everyone on the website team headed by John 
Lighthouse, the website is up and running. The website 
development has been completed. Now its establishing  
what officers add items to the website. For example, the 
Vice President might be adding meeting presenters and 
topics to the Calendar. 

Thanks to John Lighthouse, Ted Vaccarella and myself, we 

revised the RNA Official Documents now archived on the 
website. We edited and updated portions as well; its good 
to do some housekeeping every once in a while. 

At our last board meeting the board approved a new com-
mittee; the RNA Budget Oversight Committee. The com-
mittee was approved to: compare finances year to year, 
ensure income and expenses are in line from the annual 
budget, identify any issues and identify where improve-
ments could be made, if any. This was a critical piece to 
accomplish and moving forward, the board now has tools 
in place to be able to look at the RNA Finances; determine 
where problem areas lie and to be able to rectify them. 

And lastly, while the committee was getting established 
and ultimately board-approved, RNA financial data were 
being entered into a software program called Quicken. 
Thanks to George Fekete, John Lighthouse and Ted Vac-
carella for nearing completion of this very large task; Ed 
Cain assisted by providing some supporting documenta-
tion. Now the incoming Board has the tools and financial 
budgets to be able to make sound determinations on how to 
improve RNA finances. 

Thank you to everyone on the board. Each one of you left 
your fingerprint on contributions that you can be proud of. 
We accomplished some things in the hopes that our club 
remains vibrant and healthy for many years to come. 

Numismatically Yours,  Eric P. Miller 

RNA Committees 

RNA Bylaws identify several committees appointed 

by the President and Board of Directors. Here are our 

currently active committees: 

Membership: 

Bill Coe (Chair), Dennis DeYoung, John Stephens 

and John Bailey 

Auditing 

Scott Fybush; Janet R. Pawlyk; John Vicaretti 

Endowment Committee 

John Zabel (RNA Curator and Chair); 2015-2018 

John Lighthouse, Earl Gurell; 2016-19 Steve Eisinger, 

Maria Paris; 2017-2020 Sharon Miller, Gerald Vac-

carella Ex-officio: Ed Cain, Treasurer 

On the Editorship, RNA News…. 

In early 2011, former editor Scott Fybush announced that 

he and Lisa would end approximately ten years as (co-) 

editors of RNA News. Gerry Muhl offered to act as contrib-

uting editor if he could work with another member who 

would do the required computer work. And so began a 

partnership between Gerry and me as co-editors of RNA 

News. We completed April and summer 2011 issues and by 

September settled into the bi-monthly format that continues 

to this day. It didn’t take long to realize that Microsoft 

Word© software was not an easy way to format a newslet-

ter. By early 2013 I purchased Microsoft Publisher© and 

discovered that it would live up to its billing as a very suit-

able means of producing a newsletter like ours. We encour-

aged members to write one or two-page articles on their 

favorite subjects to go along with the Writers Award medal 

that was created in the early 2000’s. The newsletter, which 

started as a two-page mailing written by the RNA president 

in the 1990’s, became the platform for all things “official” 

for Rochester Numismatic Association. As of April 2018, 

past newsletter issues dating to 1998 have been archived 

permanently on our website. 

As of June 30, I am stepping away from editing the news-

letter. It has truly been a privilege to work with Gerry, 

member writers and others during the past seven years in 

editing and producing RNA News. I look forward to our 

continuation of established RNA traditions and to traditions 

yet to be discovered as we move further into the twenty-

first century. 

Ted Vaccarella, Editor 
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Queen Victoria: More Than Two Sides  

to a Coin (Part I) 

By Gerald Vaccarella, RNA President, 2016 

Prince Edward, commander of British forces in North 
America had made his way in the royal world.  He was 
the youngest of four brothers of British royalty who all 
had a liking for the new world, particularly Canada. 
All of Prince Edward’s older brothers loved gambling, 
debauchery and Canada. Prince Edward, Duke of Kent 
broke the mold of his brothers and represented the 
United Kingdom with stars and pomp. Canadians re-
membered him well, naming their odd island near the 
top of the world after him, Prince Edward Island. 
Prince Edward was the first to use the word 
"Canadian" in one of his descriptions of the vast beau-
tiful land he came to love. He was the first British roy-
al to spend considerable time in Canada. His wife Vic-
toire represented one vein of royal German blood, the 
Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld family line and Edward proudly 
represented another royal German family, the Hanover 
line from his father King George III.  

On May 24, 1819 Alexandrina Victoria was born of 
sturdy stock with two lines of Royal German 
parenthood. Prince Edward, Duke of Kent's older 
brothers eventually died and fifth in line Alexandrina 
became heir presumptive. She had singular ideas and a 
stubbornness that led to lots of independent thought 
throughout her royal reign. Alexandrina described her-
self as a "melancholy child" probably depressed be-
cause her mother isolated her from other children to 
"protect" her. In the beginning her smothering mother 
insisted on controlling her at all times. Her friend 
Dash, the royal spaniel is part of a painting of the teen- 
aged Alexandrina. Dash was probably Alexandrina's 
best friend. She grew up to be a very able woman, all 
five feet tall of her. Alexandrina was a prolific writer, 
starting at age 13 writing about 2500 words a day, 122 
volumes by the end of her life.  

When she became heir presumptive in 1830 her moth-
er began telling Alexandrina her weird private secre-
tary was going to be her regent if she became queen 
before her 18th birthday. When she was sixteen, Alex-
andrina made a wonderful self-portrait: the portrait 
shows her long hair - a sign of freedom but eyes with a 
hint of the melancholy part of the young princess’ per-
sonality. Prince Edward had become sickly, but he 
lived long enough so that Alexandrina became queen 
one month after her 18th birthday in 1837. She imme-
diately decreed the weird private secretary was never 
to be in her sight again. The young queen dropped the 
Alexandrina part of her name bestowed upon her by 
her Russian godparents (Alexander I). Strangely, her 
mother kept the despised man on her staff but out of 
the newly crowned Queen Victoria's sight forever.  

Victoria was brought up with a strict personal morality 
that seeped into the veins of the 19th century British 
morality. The royal family trumpeted the "Victorian" 
personal morality. Queen Victoria was a popular mon-
arch throughout her reign.   The first coins minted of 
the queen showed her youthful free-flowing locks 
pushed under the crown.  The more severe pulled-back 
hair came later as her reign continued.   

Queen Victoria 
became enam-
ored with her 
first cousin who 
was from the 
same area her 
mother and fa-
ther came from 
in Germa-
ny.  The young 
queen proposed 
to Prince Albert 
and they were 
married in 1840. 
Queen Victoria 
decided to be married all in white. She was a trend set-
ter throughout her reign and the white wedding dress 
style has lasted to this day.  Although uncomfortable 
at first with being the queen's consort, Albert devel-
oped into a significant manager of the queen's affairs 
and added much to British life, He engineered 
the world exhibition brought to London in 1851.  Of-
ten called the "Crystal Palace Exhibition,” its success 
as a world exhibition of man's ingenuity was huge 
with an average of 42,000 people streaming through 
the eighteen acres of the Crystal Palace daily. 
It highlighted British science and engineering feats. 
The funds raised were used to build the Albert and 
Victoria Museum and fund education streams that per-
petuated themselves to the present day.  The magnifi-
cent glass and cast-iron Crystal Palace reflected Brit-
ish ingenuity lasting until it was engulfed with fire in 
1936.   (Continued on page 6) 
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The Strange Case of RNA Member Jean Fabien Maunovry 

By Gerard Muhl, RNA President - 1979 

Tracking down the history of an Rochester Numismatic Association member born in 1878 is hard enough but 
when the member was a criminal and didn’t want to be found is even more problematic. The suspect is Jean 
Fabien Maunovry. 

At the age of twenty-one he left Paris, France to seek his fortune in the American West. He traveled to the 
mining area of Cascade, Colorado not far from Denver. He worked in the mines until 1905 when he had a ca-
reer change to that of a coin dealer. The epiphany came in the form of a hoard of 1901 Joseph Lesher 
“dollars”. 

For those unfamiliar with Lesher dollars, about 3,000 were struck at the same weight as the standard U.S. 
silver dollar. They were meant to pass in trade and often had a merchant name engraved on them. Profit de-
rived from the fact that the silver value of a dollar in 1901 was a mere 75 cents or less. The merchant could 
make 25% profit on each one he passed. 

Lesher lived in Victor, Colorado where fresh mined silver was cheap. Maunovry, instead of passing the Lesher 
dollars at face value, decided to pass them as collector items back east. Each token was a little bit of the Old 
West now rapidly passing away. (Editor’s note - an extra fine Lesher Dollar today auctions for around 
$1,500.) 

Maunovry must have done well in his coin business as in 1912 he was able to marry a young lady from Colo-
rado Springs named Claire Fenner. During this time he advertised in several out-of-town newspapers and in 
the A.N.A’s The Numismatist. He was seeking old coins to buy. 

In 1912 he and Claire moved briefly to Detroit. But soon he was troubled on a complaint of a Dr. Arthur Brach 
of Germantown. The doctor claimed not to have received old coins for which he mailed a check. The Post 
Office was now on Maunovry’s trail with a postal fraud claim. He left town somewhat hastily. 

He next is found living in St. Louis where he dealt in coins for two years. From St. Louis he made a coin buying 
trip to New Haven, Connecticut where he is recorded as giving a talk about the U.S. 1804 silver dollar.  

  Above: Ad in St. Louis Post Dispatch, Sunday, December 28, 1913, page 38  

In 1914 he appeared in Rochester living at 33 N Union St. He had placed ads in the local D&C and in national 
publications. He bills himself as a Stamp and Coin Dealer. On Dec. 26th, 1914 while at the General Delivery 
window at the Post Office he was arrested by Postal Inspector Elija Fraser. Unable to raise $1,000 for bail he 
spent the week in jail and then was taken back to Detroit on federal charges of mail fraud. He must have 
talked his way out of trouble as he was back in Rochester in 1915 as a baggage man at the New York Central 
railroad station. 

He joined the R.N.A. on March 21, 1915 and is in the January 1916 Banquet photo. In 1916 he ran coin ads in 
the Colorado Springs newspaper and again was arrested for fraud. He spent a short time in jail and then was 
back in Rochester with no one the wiser.   (Continued on page 6) 
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Queen Victoria (Continued from page 4) 

Great Britain thrived under the rule of Queen Victoria 
with the quote "the sun never sets on the British em-
pire" firmly embedded in the British psyche and truly 
a reality.  Queen Victoria had nine children, and each 
went their royal way around Europe. The children be-
came kings and queens, and expanded Victori-
an royalty all over Europe. Queen Victoria was 
crowned with the phrase "Grandmother of Eu-
rope".  Unfortunately, the love of her life, Prince Al-
bert died in 1861, age 42. This was a great blow to 

Queen Victoria and cracks began to be heard in the 
British empire as her long, 63-year reign continued. 

In part II of the Queen Victoria story, a competent, 
loyal Scottish personal servant becomes very close to 
the queen, John Brown.  In addition, the emergence of 
Abdul, an Indian servant given to Queen Victoria, be-
came a significant part of her life. A coin becomes an 
interesting aspect of the continuing story of Queen 
Victoria. Part II of this article about Queen Victoria 
will be forthcoming in the RNA journal. 

* * * * * 

The Strange Case of RNA Member Jean Fabien Maunovry  (Continued from page 5) 

Maunovry was held in 1918 as an illegal alien from France. He claimed U.S. citizenship and was let go. This 
was a time of great animosity against foreigners in America which eventually led to many deportations. 
 

Right: One of Maunovry's more sensational advertisements 
looking for 1854-C gold dollar willing to pay $200. St. Louis Post 
Dispatch, Sunday, January 18, 1914, page 40. 

By 1919 back in Rochester he was running coin 
buy ads in the Democrat and Chronicle. The City Directory (p703) still lists him as a coin dealer. In 1920 he 
left Rochester for good without reason. The law was after him again. He stopped briefly in Akron, Ohio be-
fore returning in Dec. 1920 to Colorado Springs. 
He maintained his R.N.A.  membership, even 
making a donation to the club’s collection of 
Texas currency in denominations of $1, $2, $3, 
$5 and $20. He also sent a Government of Tex-
as bill. The Colorado Springs directory lists him 
in 1920 as a representative for the Harvey 
Crude Oil Co. 

Right: Maunovry advertising to sell Harvey Crude Oil Co. 
shares of stock at $1.00  a share. Colorado Springs Ga-
zette, Sunday, June 27, 1920, page 17  

 

Maunovry next vanishes from Colorado while 
again under investigation for fraud although 
the A.N.A. membership list notes him living in 
Montana. 

 

Right: Maunovry's advertisement in the November 1920 
issue of The Numismatist, page 536  

For the next 21 years Jean Fabien Maunovry is 
off the radar.  

In 1942 his wife Claire applied for an Old Age 
Pension as a widow in Colorado Springs. Jean Fabien was dead, but was he really dead? 

Note: all images this story courtesy of NumismaticMall.com. Page 1 photo originally from The Numismatist, March 1916, page 137. 
Maunovry is seated slightly to the left of dead center.  
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Club News and Notes  

You can be the next Editor of RNA News: 

As noted on page 3, Ted Vaccarella resigned from editing and publishing RNA News effective June 30th. This 

position involves about 4-6 hours every two months working in Microsoft Publisher© software to update the 

RNA Meeting and Events Calendar, insert special notices and announcements, and incorporate articles submit-

ted by RNA members, including photos and related images. The newsletter reports on special RNA activities 

and events, such as the annual picnic, annual banquet and the annual coin show. The newsletter provides a fo-

rum for members of our Association to compose and have published one– or two-page articles on their favorite 

numismatic subjects. Over the past few years, more than thirty RNA members have contributed articles for the 

newsletter. In addition to access to a computer, the editor should have good writing and communication skills, 

and should be familiar with the use of programs such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher and email. The 

editor should be sufficiently detail oriented as to ensure quality in the editing and production of the newsletter, 

and willing to proofread the final version to minimize content error. 

RNA Website Credentials 

Annually, at the beginning of the new RNA fiscal year on July 1, most member numbers change. Since the 

logon password for the members-only section of the RNA website contains your member number, it too will 

change. Characters 2–4 of your password are your member number (which appears on your membership card). 

To provide you with ample time to renew your membership and know your new member number, your pass-

word will change on January 31 (by replacing characters 2–4) to reflect your 2018–2019 member number. You 

can pay your dues by check at the Annual Picnic, any regular meeting or via USPS, or online at the RNA web-

site.  

RNA COIN SHOW AND SALE 

It’s time to start planning your RNA Coin Show Exhibit for November 3 and 4, 2018. We’re returning to a 

two-day show format this year from the 2017 one-day format. Last year the displays were uniformly excep-

tional, showing rare numismatic materials not previously seen. Use more than one display case, if necessary. 

Each display case size is 32 X 20 X 1.75 inches. 

Let’s see some great numismatic displays! 

 

“Investment Management 

for the Prudent Investor” 

 

Edward Cain 

585.755.3379 

RNA By Laws and related written procedures and practices are now available online at our website (see page 

1) in the Members Only section under Archives - Official Documents. In addition to our By Laws, there are job 

descriptions for officers, guidelines for meeting agendas, awards and other honors as well as Mission State-

ments for our Association, our Collection and Library. These and other documents are essential to the opera-

tion of our Association, a New York Corporation approved as a tax-exempt Not-for-Profit Organization under 

IRS 501 (c) (3) regulations.  Editors. 
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The RNA Meeting and Events Calendar May - June 2018 

Friday, May 4: 6:00 PM - Annual Banquet at ARTISANworks (see notice in March-April RNA News) 

Wednesday, May 9: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Jerry Vaccarella - The Real Clinton, Hard Times, and  

 Getting Politically Correct Tokens  

Wednesday, May 23: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Meinhart Speaking Contest 

Wednesday, May 23: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Wednesday, June 6: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Paul Brach - Small Stuff; Annual meeting and election of 

 officers 

Wednesday, June 27: 7:30 PM - RNA Meeting: Year End Auction, no speaker 

Wednesday, June 27: 7:30 PM - RJNA Meeting 

Save the Date: Sunday, August 26, 2018, 1:00-4:00 PM: Annual picnic, White Brook Nature Area, Perin-

ton - Board meeting at noon 

Save the Date: Saturday-Sunday, November 3-4, 2018 Annual Coin Show and Sale at RMSC 

Schedule of future 2017-18 Board meetings: Sunday, August 26 at 12:00 noon (at the annual picnic) 

The Ontario County Coin Club meets at 2 pm on the first Sunday of every month at the Canandaigua Elks 
Club, 19 Niagara Street. Doors open at 1 pm. 

Future RNA News publication deadlines: June 30 for July-August, and August 29 for September-October 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610-0056 


