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The John Jay Pittman Memorial Library is available at every regular meeting.
Members can select from more than 1,000 titles.

See the RNA Librarian to sign for and borrow material.
A complete, searchable library inventory is available on the RNA website.
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Eye Candy at the 2018 ANA World’s Fair of Money
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Regular RNA meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays 
of the month (see Calendar for possible schedule exceptions at Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays) at 
Eisenhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607. 
The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the door on the right 
side of the building. The meeting room is down the stairs on the lower level. For elevator service to the lower 
level call 585-271-4552 Ext. 601 to speak with the Eisenhart security desk attendant. Entry for the elevator is 
through the Genesee Community Charter School door. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, contact RJNA advisor Joe 
Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.
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3

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
I just returned from a 

great trip to Philadelphia for 
the ANA World’s Fair of Money. 
It was a terrific event and several 
members from the RNA were able 
to attend. The RNA held its 2,243rd 
meeting at the show with about 

eighteen members and guests in attendance.
David Gottfried had an impressive exhibit that 

won second place in his category in the show. He 
also presented on the topic of hard times tokens and 
Dr. Lewis Feuchtwanger at the RNA meeting.

It was my first time attending such a large show and I 
was impressed by the array of exhibits and dealers. I had 
the opportunity to meet many wonderful numismatists 
and make some new connections.

I also purchased a NYC 
white elephant token that will 
fit nicely into my collection. I 
look forward to hearing about 
what others added to their 
collections over the summer.

The realization that summer 
is quickly coming to an end is 
starting to sink in. I want to 
thank all of those who worked 
through the transition to make 
it as smooth as possible.

We’re ready to kick off another great year of 
numismatic adventures!

The RNA annual picnic was Sunday, August 26 at 
White Brook Nature Area Park in Fairport, NY. It was a 
beautiful day and I believe a good time was had by all who 
attended. I want to extend a special thank you to Scott 
Annechino for providing music and entertainment, and 
to John Zabel for working the grill! Members brought  
dishes to pass and the food was delicious. Steve Eisinger 
led his annual hike on a nearby nature trail and some 

members sang karaoke back at the lodge.
The RNA Board of Directors had a very productive 

meeting prior to the picnic. All members are invited 
to attend board meetings and are encouraged to do 
so. If you have ideas or suggestions for improvements, 
but can’t attend a board meeting, please let me know. 
The next board meeting is scheduled for October 10 at 
6:15 p.m.

The RNA website is updated regularly with member 
meetings, board meetings, events and other important 
information. RNA members have access to RNA News 
archives, RNA presidential and non-presidential medals, 
the complete club collection and the library catalog.

Our librarian, Michael Luck, is available before 
meetings if you would like to check out a book and take 
advantage of this great RNA benefit.

In addition, the RNA has a Facebook page and Twitter 
account for members to share numismatic information 
and stay connected. Links to the RNA website, Facebook 
page and Twitter account appear in the box below.

The 46th Annual Coin Show and Sale will be held 
November 3-4 this year in the Eisenhart Auditorium at 
the Rochester Museum & Science Center. The event is 
returning to a two-day format to give more people the 
opportunity to attend. Coin show dealers offer a wide 
range of interesting material and club members can 
enter their exhibits to compete for the Alphonse Kolb 
Best of Show Award. A tremendous amount of planning 
and work is required to put together a show of this 
caliber, so I want to thank Bill Coe, Chip Scoppa and 
the many other people who volunteer their time and 
effort to make this show amazing.

The next RNA meeting will be held on September 12.  
I hope to see everyone there!

Reminder: if you have not paid your 2018-2019 dues 
yet, our new treasurer, Paul Brach, would be happy 
to receive your payment or you can pay online at the  
RNA website.

Kerri Klajbor

RNA Online Resources

www.rochesternumismaticassociation.org
www.facebook.com/groups/21533643632
@RocCoinClub

Social Media Chair: David Gottfried
Webmaster: David Gottfried

Photo by Scott Annechino
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Eye Candy at the ANA World’s Fair of Money
by Tim Flavin

Philadelphia, PA is where the coin collecting world 
gathered during the week of August 14-18 to buy and 
sell as well as educate both novice and expert collector. 
It’s called the “World’s Fair of Money” and it did not 
disappoint this ANA convention rookie. Plenty of eye 
candy was everywhere, from the bourse floor to exhibits 
and competitive displays. Traveling via automobile with 
fellow RNA member Brian Lavell, we left Rochester 
about 6 a.m. on Wednesday, August 15. It was an 
uneventful drive, arriving at our hotel in Philadelphia 
by 12:30 p.m. and, after check-in and a short four block 
walk to the Pennsylvania Convention Center, it was off 
to the races so to speak. I had a plan for my approach to 
the show. After researching Coin Word and reviewing 
the ANA online schedule I figured I had this covered.   
Brian had a similar plan.

After a quick check-in 
to get a convention badge 
and show guide, I was off 
to the United States Mint 
display of 1933 Double 
Eagles. It is funny how 
one year, 1933, has caused 
so much buzz when you 
can buy almost the same coin issued in previous years. 
What a difference a year makes. Displayed in a clear 
rotating pyramid, all the details were easy to see. If 
anyone had an idea other than looking, there were at 
least two federal police officers within two or three feet 
of the display to discourage such thoughts. By the time 
I returned on Thursday to photograph the coins, police 
presence had increased to four federal police officers.

Since I had decided Wednesday was scout day, it was 
on to the collector exhibits and to browse some of the 
dealer tables.

On my way I ran into 
RNA members John and 
Sheryl Zabel who were 
deep into reviewing a 
dealer’s offerings. After a 
quick hello, it was on to 
the exhibits. As John had 
advised me at an earlier 

RNA meeting I planned to spend a few hours viewing 
exhibits, which was good advice. All exhibits were 
excellent, educational and entertaining. Given a ballot 
upon entry to the area, it was an honor to cast my people’s 
choice ballot for David Gottfried’s Introduction to Hard 

Times Tokens and the Tokens of Dr. Lewis Feuchtwanger.
With twenty different classes of entries representing 

forty-five exhibitors, 
the exhibits were as 
varied as the classes. 
The RNA was not only 
represented by  David 
Gottfried’s  exhibit but 
also as part of a legacy 
display that highlighted 
RNA past-president 
John J. Pittman.

It was now on to the bourse to review dealers’ offerings. 
I was prepared to look for a few early commemorative 
coins featuring Lincoln, Gettysburg or Grant. I wasn’t 
interested in the entire early commemorative set, 
just a few of interest to me. My attention was quickly 
diverted from the mid-grade items in the price range 
that I targeted. Talk about eye candy for a collector: 
each dealer offered excellent mint state slabbed coins 
and notes of all varieties. This caused minor sensory 
overload on both my coin focus and coins available on 
the market. Moving along the bourse I immediately saw 
at least ten other potential pieces for my collection. Eye 
candy was everywhere.

Seeing coins and paper money in the books, 
magazines and price guides does them justice. Looking 
at early silver and gold certificates in extra fine and 
above grades really show the works of art that some 
of them really are. This is true for some of the early 
commemorative coins as well. Just seeing them in a 
well-displayed setting was a small cause of concern 
for me. Budget! It became a little difficult to remain 
focused on the early commemoratives I was intending 
to purchase.  There was no hurry to purchase, after all I 
still had all day Thursday and Friday morning to decide.

Closing out Wednesday I found myself at the 
SS South America table admiring the wares. Everything 
from gold dust, coins and large gold ingots from the 
shipwreck were on display. Next, it was on to dinner.

Before heading to the show on Thursday Brian and I 
decided to take U.S. Mint and Money in Motion tours 
at the Federal Reserve. Unfortunately, the mint was 
down for maintenance and minting coins. There have 
been many changes since I last took a self-guided tour. 
For example, less of the production floor is available 
and the new presses are smaller and covered. It appears 
that coins cannot be seen ejecting from the machines. 
I plan to return to Philadelphia to find out for sure.  I 
purchased the 2016 standing liberty centennial gold 

Photo by Tim Flavin
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Photo by Tim Flavin
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coin at the mint. Eye candy everywhere!
I never get tired of the Money in Motion exhibit 

because it highlights one my favorite bills: the 
$100.000.00 Woodrow Wilson note. It is not Wilson or 
the note’s design that grabs me, just the amount. I never 
tire of looking at all those zeros. The notes were only 
used for bank and Federal Reserve transfer of funds.

Upon arrival on Thursday at the show, it was off to 
the 1:30 p.m. Medal Collectors of America meeting. 
The meeting topic was the history of medals of secret 
societies on college campuses. These societies were 
formed to imitate the Masonic Lodge, evolving into the 
fraternities of today.

Back on the bourse floor I was reviewing a dealer 
table where I ran into David Gottfried. David told me 

the story of how he was 
late to the show, because of 
inclement weather, which 
could affect judging his 
exhibit. He encountered 
the hard rains that caused 
flooding in the Pennsylvania 
area. The ANA accepted 
his exhibit but could not 
confirm that it would qualify 

to be judged because it arrived 
a few hours past the submission deadline.

The dealer we were at had a transportation token of 
interest to me and David recognized it right away as 
being from Rochester, NY, a Rochester and Brighton 
R.R. Co. token. The token was priced at $35.00. While 
David was waiting for a quote on an unpriced hard 
times token, he educated me on the transit token that 
interested me. Thank you Dave! When the dealer 
returned with the answer to Dave’s question he also told 
me that the bus token would be $75.00, not $35.00 as 
marked. He explained that the $35.00 sticker was old 
and he hadn’t had a chance to update the pricing. I 
walked away.  More eye candy awaited.

Returning to the bourse I was reminded that there 
were too many desirable coins for my limited budget. 
Great finds were everywhere. I purchased a few proof 
sets to fill some holes from the fifties in my collection. 
A large variety of price ranges and grades were 
available for all coins, including silver eagles priced 
at $16.00 each.  However, the mid-level graded/priced 
commemoratives I was looking for weren’t among 
them. The MS-66 and MS-67 items that were available 

were out of my price range.
Foreign mints were also represented by Canada, 

Australia and others. I ran into Tim and Darlene 
Corio, who had been in 
Philadelphia all week to 
experience what it had 
to offer.

While considering 
possible purchases I 
viewed the ANA Museum 
Showcase. On display 
were 1913 liberty head nickels, a 1861 Confederate half 
dollar and cent, a 1943 bronze Lincoln cent, a 1783 
Nova Constellation Quint, a 1792 half dime, an 1861 
$20.00 Paquet Reverse, Pennsylvania Notes and Stella 
Patterns. Eye candy for sure.

Late in the day on Thursday I browsed a few more 
tables but the items available were priced beyond my 
budget so I returned to the hotel and had dinner. On my 
way off the floor I noticed colonial Washington copper 
in a wide range of prices so I took the dealer’s card.

After breakfast on Friday, it was off to the RNA 
meeting at 10:00 a.m. where David Gottfried was setting 
up to talk about his exhibit. Despite late arrival his entry 
was judged and received a second-place award. Well 
done! About 15 RNA members attended the meeting. 
Group photographs were taken by Scott Annechino and 
Arie Fybush.

Donovan Shilling was also at the show and was 
honored for fifty years of service by the ANA. His reply 
was, “who knew I’d live this long?” Congratulations on 
both to Donovan.

Thanks to Kerri, Scott and the others for planning the 
RNA meeting.

Brian confirmed he too had a productive show, 
adding to his collection.

With eye candy everywhere I cannot wait for the next 
World’s Fair of Money.

August 13-17, 2019
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center

Rosemont, IL

Photo by Tim Flavin
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“Investment Management
for the Prudent Investor”

Edward Cain
585.755.3379

Philadelphia ANA Word’s Fair of Money
by John Zabel, RNA President (1987)

The American Numismatic Association held its 
annual World’s Fair of Money in Philadelphia on 
August 14-18. There were many notable events during 
the show. One was that our member David Gottfried 
entered an exhibit in the show. His exhibit was titled 
Introduction to Hard  Times  Tokens  and  the  Tokens of 
Lewis Feuchtwanger.

David exhibited this material at the RNA show last fall 
and it received best in show at that time. It was suggested 
that he take the exhibit to Philadelphia. David worked on 
the exhibit by expanding the story and material. He had 
planned to arrive in Philadelphia on Tuesday morning 
so he could have his exhibit in place prior to noon, the 
ANA designated time for exhibits to be submitted. He 
left the Rochester area in the morning but the weather 
was not his friend. Tuesday was a very rainy and stormy 
day between Rochester and Philadelphia. This delayed 
his arrival until around 3 p.m. Fortunately, the exhibit 
chairman and chief judge allowed David to place his 
exhibit for judging. As it turns out, the class judges had 
not started their judging prior to David’s arrival and 
his reason for being late was accepted by the both the 
exhibit chair and the chief judge.

David’s exhibit was awarded second place in 
its category: Class 5 - Tokens. The competing 
exhibit was A  Selection  of  Coal  Mining  Script: 

A Miner’s Wages in Tokens. Both exhibits were excellent, 
but only one could win first place. As a note, there 
was one class of exhibits where only a third place was 
awarded as it was the only exhibit with numismatic 
material present. The other exhibit in that class had a 
nice story, but no coins, medals, tokens, paper money 
or other numismatic material.

On the club side, 
there was a meeting 
of the RNA at the 
show on Friday. 
David Gottfried 
presented a talk 
on the topic of his 
exhibit. Many club 
members were 
present for the talk 
and it was well 
received. After the 
meeting a group of members - John & Sheryl Zabel, 
Scott & Kerri Annechino, David Gottfried, Tim & 
Darlene Corio and Scott & Lisa Fybush - went to the 
Morimoto restaurant for lunch. It was a great meal and 
great companionship. Friday evening the club members 
available had dinner at the Bank and Bourbon restaurant 
near the convention center. That also was a great time. 
Lastly, Donovan Shilling received the 50-year ANA 
membership award and recognition at the show.

Photo by Tim Flavin

David Gottfried and John Zabel 
at the RNA Meeting
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Club News and Notes

Forty-Sixth Annual Coin Show and Sale
The 2018 RNA coin show is scheduled for 
November 3-4 in the Eisenhart Auditorium on 
the Rochester  Museum  &  Science Center  campus. 
Mark the date!

RNA Website Passwords
It’s easy to retrieve your RNA website password if 
you lose or forget it. Here’s how: after clicking on the 
Member Login button on the home page, click on the 
Please Resend Password link below the Log In button 

on the login page and a message will be generated to 
request your password. A response is usually sent within 
a day or two.

Newsletter Expenses
Each year the price of printing and mailing the RNA 
News increases. Members who have elected to receive 
the newsletter electronically only have helped to 
significantly reduce this expense. Please consider 
discontinuing your hardcopy of the RNA News if you 
still receive it via USPS and have access to the internet.

Fun, Food & Fellowship
by Scott Annechino
The annual RNA picnic was held Sunday August 26, 2018.  This year’s picnic featured outside games, as well as 
inside music and karaoke hosted by B-Side Karaoke.  Other activities included the White Elephant auction and a 
nature hike led by Steve Eisinger. There was lots of food to be had and many members chipped in to help make this 
year’s picnic fun and memorable. Below are some sights of the day. All photos by Scott Annechino.
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Events Calendar

Meetings

RNA Meeting: What I Did This Summer in Numismatics ................................................................. September 12
RNA Meeting: The Libertos Americano by  Andrew Harkness & Tim Corio .................................... September 26
RJNA Meeting .................................................................................................................................. September 26
RNA Board Meeting (6:15 p.m.) .......................................................................................................... October 10
RNA Meeting: TBA by Chip Scoppa .................................................................................................... October 10
RNA Meeting: Art Deco Medals by Gerry Muhl ................................................................................... October 24
2018 Annual Coin Show and Sale (Eisenhart Auditorium at RMSC) .......................................... November 3-4

RNA & RJNA Meetings at the RMSC are held on Wednesday from 7:30–9:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.
* Members are welcome to attend RNA Board meetings.

Ontario County Coin Club
First Sunday, Monthly at 2:00 p.m.

(Doors open at 1:00 p.m.)
Canandaigua Elks Club

19 Niagara Street
Canandaigua, NY 14424

Rochester Numismatic Association
PO Box 10056
Rochester, NY 14610-0056            

November-December 2018.................................... October 24
November-December 2018 Publication...............November 1

January-February 2019 Submissions ................. December 24
January-February 2019 Publication ........................ January 1

RNA News Deadlines


