
Club Information ...........................................................................................................................................................Page 2
From Your President .....................................................................................................................................................Page 3
Are Two-Cent Pieces Forgotten? by Mark Benvenuto ................................................................................................Page 4
Joint RPA-RNA Meeting by Fred Haynes ....................................................................................................................Page 5
The Wad Squad: Grover Cleveland and... by Tim Corio ...........................................................................................Page 6
Numismatist of the Year ...............................................................................................................................................Page 6
Numismatic Bills and Public Laws by Jason Childers ................................................................................................Page 7
Should I Dip My Coins? by Gerard Muhl ....................................................................................................................Page 7
Events Calendar .............................................................................................................................................................Page 8

The John Jay Pittman Memorial Library is available at every regular meeting.
Members can select from 600 titles with new ones added regularly.

See the RNA Librarian to sign for and borrow material.
A complete, searchable library inventory is available on the RNA website.

The Mysterious Presidential Note

The Seventy-First President: See Page 6

March-April 2019

RNA    News
The Official Journal of the Rochester Numismatic Association



2

RNA
One of America’s Oldest 

Local Coin Clubs
Memberships

American Numismatic 
Association 

Branch #2, Life Club #8 
Established January 1912

American Numismatic Society
Royal Canadian Numismatic 

Association
Token and Medal Society

Meetings
Rochester Museum &

Science Center
- Eisenhart Auditorium -

Board of Directors
John Zabel, Acting President

Vacant,Vice President
Paul Brach, Treasurer

Scott Annechino. Secretary
John Zabel, Curator

Michael Luck, Librarian
Directors

Roger Kuntz [2016-2019]
Ted Vaccarella [2016-2019]
Susie Scoppa [2017-2020]
Sheryl Zabel [2017-2020]

Jason Childers [2018-2021]
John Lighthouse [2018-2021]

Historian
Dennis DeYoung 

Assistant Curators
Michael Luck
Gerard Muhl

RNA News
George T. Fekete, 

Editor, Production
Gerard Muhl, 

Contributing Editor

Rochester Numismatic 
Association

P.O. Box 10056
Rochester, NY 14610-0056

Material published in the 
RNA News is copyright by its 

authors or by the RNA
and may not be reproduced 

without permission of
the author or the RNA.

All rights reserved.
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Eisenhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607. 
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FROM YOUR ACTING PRESIDENT
We live in interesting times. I will be your 

president for the remainder of the fiscal year due 
to an action at the January 9 board of directors meeting.

By the time you read this we will have held a joint 
meeting with the Rochester  Philatelic  Association 
where RNA past president, Steve Eisinger, will have 
given a great numismatic/philatelic presentation on his 
hiking trip in Japan last year.

The board of directors and finance committee have 
updated RNA financial procedures to help facilitate 
the ability to control club expenses. The board is also 
addressing the annual medal program and how it can 
become more cost-effective. The nominating committee 
is seeking qualified members for 2019-2020 officer and 
director positions. If you are interested in becoming part 
of the club’s leadership contact the nominating 
committee chair, Eric Miller, with your request. 
His committee will consider all requests.

The RNA is the envy of many other local 
clubs due to our longevity and interesting 
meeting programs. We also have an extensive 
collection that rivals those of national clubs. 
Member donations from the early days of 
the club formed the basis of the collection. 
Many items were donated to the club by members that 
assembled collections that would not be easily sold so 
they gave them to the club for members’ use and to keep 
the collection intact. Our Chinese collection and plate 
money set are examples. When funds become available, 
the club sometimes purchases pieces to complete sets 
in the collection. A notable example is the U.S. type 
set. One or two pieces were purchased from the funds 
donated by John Pittman’s estate to complete it.

Another club resource is our library. We have an 
extensive catalogue of reference material about most 
anything numismatic. The library consists of donations 
and club purchases. During my presidency Krause 
Publications gave us several reference books for our 75th 
anniversary. How does one get access to and borrow 

from the library? It’s easy: see Mike Luck, RNA librarian, 
at a club meeting and describe what you are looking for 
or ask him to help you browse the library to see what is 
available in your area of interest.

During my early years as a club member I enjoyed 
browsing the library and, on one occasion, found a 
book about the Castine Treasure published by the 
American Numismatic Society (ANS). I have a minor 
interest in Maine because I have cousins who live there 
and, as a consequence, knew Castine was in Maine. The 
book explained how the “treasure” was found, what it 
consisted of and what happened to it. The Castine find 
was one of the earliest discoveries of buried treasure 
in this country. It was discovered prior to active 
archeology so much of the data about the collection was 
secondhand. I was fascinated by the book and prepared 

a well-received presentation about the treasure 
for the club.

Many other specialized books as well as 
catalogs of coins, tokens and paper money are 
in the library. Several books 
on Chinese coins, like the 
one on the right, are also in 
the library. The  library has 
many books not found in 

local libraries. The only other places 
where books like some in the RNA 
collection may be found are the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
library, where ANA members can 
borrow books, or the ANS, who 
doesn’t mail books for loan.

If you would like to have a book added to our library, 
let the librarian and board of directors know so they can 
determine if we have available funds to purchase it. You 
can also donate a book to the library and qualify for an 
income tax deduction since we are a registered nonprofit 
with the IRS. The club will provide a written receipt for 
your donation that can be used for tax purposes.

John Zabel

RNA Online Resources

www.rochesternumismaticassociation.org
www.facebook.com/groups/21533643632
@RocCoinClub

Social Media Chair: David Gottfried
Webmaster: David Gottfried

Photo by John Zabel

1 Pu 350 BC

Photo by Robert Zabel
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Are two-cent pieces forgotten?
by Mark Benvenuto

We collect coins for a variety of reasons with 
quite a number of different aims and goals. Some series 
and some coins, like the Morgan and the Peace dollars, 
have been collector favorites for years or decades.  
Others come and go - the state quarters might be a 
recent case in point and the collecting of rolls might be 
an older example. And still other series aren’t generally 
collected at all. The classic two-cent pieces might be an 
excellent example of this. Yet this series contains some 
neat possibilities.

When it comes to two-cent pieces there are plenty of 
folks who might own just one. The idea is we only need 
a single example to check that particular box off when 
making a greater type set of United States coinage. In a 
similar way, we might easily buy one silver three-cent 
piece and one nickel three-cent piece. But when it comes 
to two-cent pieces there are quite a bit of ups and downs 
in terms of mintages, and that tends to limit just which 
ones a person might snag as that type coin.

Any dates for the two-cent 
pieces, from their first year of 
issue in 1864, up to perhaps 
1869, all have to be considered 
pretty common, and thus 
fodder for that type coin. As 
with quite a few U.S. coin 
series, the two-cent pieces came 
roaring out of the mint in 1864 
with just under 20 million in 
total. There are two varieties in 
the first year with what is called the “small motto” being 
the scarce one and the “large motto” being the common 
variety. It’s a fair bet that most of us who have only one 
example of this short-lived denomination have this date.

That 1864 gush was followed by another in 1865 
meaning a total of 13.6 million were minted in the 
second year. In 1866 the total plummeted down to 3.1 
million. And, while the totals stayed above a million per 
year up to the 1869, their populations never again got as 
high as those first two years.

The plummet continued as the series progressed 
with two sub-million years in 1870 and 1871 followed 
by what we might call the trickle of 1872 when only 
65 thousand were made. The year 1873 gets tacked on 
to all the official lists because, after all, collectors like to 
know all the details of a series. In this case, the detail is 
that approximately 600 proofs were made in 1873. And 
then, to quote one famous Porky Pig, “That’s all, folks!” 

The ten year experiment with two-cent coins came to an 
end with those proofs.

Since the general numismatic community today 
doesn’t seem to have much of a love affair with the series, 
it might be worth looking at it in a bit more detail than 
others do, in part to see how much of the series can be 
compiled and, in part, to see just where the prices begin 
to rise. After all, there’s a bit of a difference between just 
how common that 1864 is and the 1872.

Glancing through the major price lists reveals that any 
of the common two-cent pieces cost about $125 in a low 
mint state grade. Right off the bat, this may douse some 
of our enthusiasm with cold water, especially those of 
us who don’t like to pay more than $50 per coin for any 
purchase. But that baseline is worth noting as it doesn’t 
really start to go up until we get to 1869. Apparently a 
million or more of this coin is considered enough that 
prices won’t fluctuate.

Perhaps more interesting is how the prices vary 
when we get to the rare 1872 two-cent piece and the 
proof-only 1873 example. If we compare just the mint 

state versions of the 1872 and 
1873 issues, we find that both 
are about the same - they’re 
a few thousand dollars each. 
That’s saying something, as the 
proofs are roughly a hundred 
times rarer and have come up 
for sale far less often. There 
simply aren’t that many of them.

In a lot of years of collecting 
I have met only one fellow 

numismatist who has studiously pursued assembling 
a collection of mint state two-cent pieces, each in 
third-party certified coin slabs, each at the MS-64 grade 
as a minimum. It took this person quite a few years to 
create this group, and I’ve never been brave or rude 
enough to ask how much it cost. It’s a beautiful set all 
right. But I wonder how many other collectors find the 
series fascinating enough to reproduce the feat.

Since I’m a cheapskate I have slowly built a partial 
collection of two-cent pieces that did indeed begin 
years ago with a mildly circulated 1864. I think they 
are neat and wonder if I’ll ever complete the set (less 
that proof, I’m sure) and, of late, have been wondering 
when Congress will scrap our one-cent coin in favor of 
a two-cent denomination. If they do that, interest in the 
series may heat up. In the meantime, we can be happy 
with the classic, almost forgotten two-cent pieces we have 
been able to bring together, be it in a full or partial set.

1864 Two-Cent Piece, Large Motto
Image from the Online Coin Community Forum
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February fourteenth may have been Valentine’s 
Day, but for more than 70 stamp and coin collectors 
in Rochester it was also time for a joint meeting 
of the Rochester  Philatelic  Association and the 
Rochester  Numismatic  Association. The venue was 
the Jewish Community Center in Brighton, the regular 
meeting location of the RPA.

RPA President Larry Rausch called the meeting 
to order after members had some time to become 
reacquainted and share collecting stories. It had been 
almost 18 months since the last joint meeting of the 
two associations.

After a bit of business from both Larry and RNA 
member Chip Scoppa, the meeting moved on to the 
main attraction. The highlight of the evening was the 
combined stamp, coin and travel program presented by 
RPA and RNA member Steve Eisinger. Steve visited Japan 
for 11 days last September and combined his adventures 
while there with his collecting interests into a program 
simply entitled Hiking Japan: Its Stamps and Coins.

The trip was sponsored by National Geographic 
Expeditions and the highlight was five days and 35 
miles of mountainous hiking along the Nakahechi Trail 
of the Kumano Kodo Pilgrimage Route. The trip was 
fully guided and Steve shared scenic views and historic 
locations from the full adventure. He closed with 
information about the countries stamps and coins. Did 
you know that 日本, as scripted on the country’s stamps 
and coins, translates to “Land of the Rising Sun?”

Those present were offered the opportunity to acquire 
a souvenir of the event. George Fekete took advantage 
of the special meeting date to design the obverse 
(to  the  left) of a commemorative medal. The reverse 
(to the right) is a stock item from the North American 
Mint who will be producing the medals. Those present 
on the fourteenth were able to order their medal but, if 
you missed that opportunity, you may place an order 
with Chip Scoppa (cscoppa@rochester.rr.com). 
Two versions are available: silver plated for ~$10, and 
0.999 silver for ~$25. If you are interested in purchasing 

the medal, please contact Chip because the medal will 
be available only by pre-order which will determine the 
quantity produced.

George also designed an event cover to commemorate 
the meeting. The heart cachet is formed by colorized, 
overlapping images of the commemorative medal. 
One was donated to each club for its archives, six were 
auctioned for the benefit of the clubs and two were 
given as door prizes.

The meeting also included a spirited called auction 
by the coin club. Simultaneously, two tables of philatelic 
material were available in the RPA silent auction.

Editor’s Note: This article was published simultaneously, with 
minor editing, in the RPA Hinges & Tongs and the RNA News.

Photo by George T. Fekete

2019 RNA-RPA Joint Meeting Medal

Joint RPA-RNA Meeting
by Fred Haynes, RPA Hinges & Tongs Editor

Photo by George T. Fekete

2019 RNA-RPA Joint Meeting Event Cover



6

“Investment Management
for the Prudent Investor”

Edward Cain
585.755.3379

Numismatist of the Year
In 1988 the RNA Board of Directors approved a proposal to form a Numismatist of the Year committee that, at 
its discretion, may select a deserving member annually, beginning in 1989. A key requirement is the recipient be 
“a person knowledgeable in the science and study of coins, medals, tokens, orders & decorations, paper money and 
similar objects.” Additional information can be found via the “RNA Official Documents” link on the RNA website. 
Below is the list of recipients.
1988-1989 Gerard E. Muhl
1989-1990 Not awarded
1990-1991 Douglas G. Borden
1991-1992 John Jay Pittman
1992-1993 William David Coe
1993-1994 Not awarded
1994-1995 Charles J. Ricard
1995-1996 Robert Edward Doty
1996-1997 John E. Zabel
1997-1998 Arthur D. Cohen

1998-1999 Ursula Loose
1999-2000 Not awarded
2000-2001 Not awarded
2001-2002 Not awarded
2002-2003 Not awarded
2003-2004 Scott D. Fybush
2004-2005 Not awarded
2005-2006 Mitchell Sanders
2006-2007 Not awarded
2007-2008 Not awarded

2008-2009 Andrew Harkness
2009-2010 Carmen J. Scoppa II
2010-2011 Timothy Corio
2011-2012 Darlene Corio
2012-2013 Not awarded
2013-2014 Susie Scoppa
2014-2015 Ted Vaccarella
2015-2016 Not awarded
2016-2017 Michael Luck
2017-2018 Scott Annechino

Compiled by Ted Vaccarella, 96th RNA President

v v v

The Wad Squad: Grover Cleveland and 
the Mysterious RNA Member
by Tim Corio

Did you recognize the man representing President 
Grover Cleveland in the last issue of the RNA News? 
Darlene recognized him immediately. I didn’t. The 
subject thoroughly fooled me with his appearance.

Mr. Cleveland was portrayed in this ad by RNA’s 
seventy-first president.

Drum roll please. [Pause for dramatic effect...1, 2, 3] 
Andy Harkness!

Andy was Mr. Cleveland in the original article. Had 
he offered his name in the article you would have picked 
him out immediately, and what fun would that be?

P.S. Rumor has it that Andy will be handing out signed bills 
bearing Grover Cleveland’s likeness at the next RNA meeting. 
I haven’t confirmed this. It’s just something I heard.  I think.
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Should I Dip My Coins?
by Gerard Muhl, 67th RNA President

Bound to the surface molecules of a silver coin 
are sulfur particles in the form of silver sulfide. The 
deeper the toning the more sulfur, up to 11 micrograms 
per cubic centimeter. The most common cleaner, 
thiourea (coin dip), removes the dark color and returns 
the coin to a bright appearance - minus a few atoms of 
silver that remain in the solution.

Several dippings also remove what used to be called 

“mint bloom” or what today is called “coin luster,” 
generally needed to get a third party grade above MS-65 
for a silver coin.

Walter Breen notes that, when a coin is struck, the 
cold crystalline metal flows, producing a cartwheel 
effect consisting of minute radial corrugations. The 
coin literally glows (similar to light from a Fresnel lens). 
The slightest wear causes these corrugations to rapidly 
disappear. Repeated dipping does the same!

My Rules For Cleaning Coins
• Only dip when the coin is blotchy and ugly. Never use abrasives.
• Never dip a copper coin.
• If a coin has accumulated grit, soap and water or ultrasound cleaning will do (a jeweler’s method). 

Always remove all soap residue and pat dry.
• For ancient coins, a month-long soaking in olive oil (or WD-40) may help.
• A special case is removing green PVC residue before it etches the coin surface. Acetone applied 

with a cotton swab (outdoors, for safety) will do the job and won’t affect the coin’s surface.

Numismatic Bills and Public Laws
by Jason Childers, 91st RNA President

In the last newsletter, I mentioned that I would 
occasionally report on congressional bills referencing 
numismatic issues featured on the www.congress.gov 
website. As of  February 24,  2019, the 116th Congress 
had introduced the following new bills:

• Carson City Mint 150th Anniversary 
Commemorative Coin Act of 2019, H.R. 61, 
sponsored by Mark Amodei (R-NV-2) proposes 
that the Treasury Department “issue $5  gold 
coins and $1 silver coins” to commemorate the 
Carson City mint. Currently, there are no other 
sponsors for this bill.

• Muhammad Ali Commemorative Coin Act, H.R. 
636, sponsored by John A. Yarmuth (D-KY-3), with 
ten cosponsors. Also proposing that the treasury 
mint $5 gold coins and $1 silver coins, this bill 
would commemorate the life of “The Greatest.” 
The bill describes the size, weight, composition 
and maximum mintage of these coins and states 
that the coins “shall be emblematic of the life and 
legacy of Muhammad Ali.”

• Christa McAuliffe Commemorative Coin Act of 
2019, H.R. 500 & S. 239, sponsored by Fred Upton 
(R-MI-6) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), proposes, 
in an act of bipartisanship, a silver dollar in 2020 
to commemorate Christa McAuliffe, a teacher 
who died in the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster 
in 1986. There are 46 cosponsors in the house and 
one cosponsor in the senate.

• Bills that “require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint coins in commemoration of the United 
States Coast Guard, H.R. 1257 & S. 509 are 
sponsored by Joe Courtney (D-CT-2) and 
Christopher Murphy (D-CT). This bill was 
proposed on February 14, 2019 but the text has 
not been presented on the congress.gov website 
yet. Currently, 27 representatives and one senator 
have cosponsored the bills.

• Bills that require “$1 coins [to be] issued during 
2019, honor[ing] President George H.W. Bush[,] 
and to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue bullion coins during 2019 in honor of 
Barbara  Bush,” H.R. 1173 & S. 457, sponsored 
by Roger Williams (R-TX-25) and John Cornyn 
(R-TX), with four cosponsors in the senate. This 
bill would continue the Presidential Dollar Coin 
series, commemorating the forty-first president, 
although less time will have passed since 
Mr.  Bush died than required for a president to 
be commemorated on previous dollar coins. This 
would also continue the First Lady bullion coin 
series. The Library of Congress has not posted the 
text of the bill on the website yet. 

The website presents links to identify which 
representatives and senators are (co)sponsoring these 
bills. If you are interested in seeing these bills passed 
you can contact your members of congress and let them 
know your thoughts. [This author writes this column 
to provide information on congressional bills, not to 
support or oppose them.]

v v v
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Events Calendar

Meetings

RNA Meeting: Convex and Concave by Scott Fybush .............................................................................. March 13
RNA Meeting: Challenge Coins by George T. Fekete ................................................................................ March 27
RJNA Meeting ......................................................................................................................................... March 27
RNA Meeting: 1838 Small Star Dime by John Stephens ............................................................................. April 10
RNA Meeting: Roman Empresses on Coins by Sheryl Zabel ....................................................................... April 24
RJNA Meeting ........................................................................................................................................... April 24
RNA Annual Banquet ................................................................................................................................May 17
RNA Annual Meeting ................................................................................................................................ June 12

RNA & RJNA Meetings at the RMSC are held on Wednesday from 7:30–9:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.
* Members are welcome to attend RNA Board meetings.

Ontario County Coin Club
First Sunday, Monthly at 2:00 p.m.

(Doors open at 1:00 p.m.)
Canandaigua Elks Club

19 Niagara Street
Canandaigua, NY 14424

Rochester Numismatic Association
PO Box 10056
Rochester NY 14610-0056

v v v
RNA News Deadlines

May-June 2019 Submissions ........................................... April 24
May-June 2019 Publication .................................................May 1

July-August 2019 Submissions ......................................... June 24
July-August 2019 Publication ............................................. July 1


