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From your president

I hope all of you had a nice summer. I certainly did. 
I think that overall we had reasonably good weather 

this year. Kerri and I took a trip to Raleigh and 
Asheville, NC and returned to California for a week 
this summer as well as a couple of road trips to Toronto. 
Unfortunately none of these trips involved coins. But 
my summer wasn’t void of coin activity; I participated 
in several online auctions. Live online auctions allow 
you to basically be “in the room” during an auction and 
win the bid on an item that you are really interested 
in without being outbid by a small amount which has 
probably happened to some of you in the past. I have 
lost plenty of coins putting in a proxy bid and not being 
able to bid live. During a live auction anyone on the floor 
could easily outbid your high bid by one increment. 
This can be frustrating. Many of the larger 
auction houses offer live online bidding, and 
an increasing number of smaller auction 
companies have followed suit.

Even with all this auction activity my coin 
acquisitions have been minimal this summer. 
I have only purchased two coins that I find 
worth mentioning here. One was a Congo 
Free State minor with a double punched hole 
error instead of the normal one center-hole 
punch. The other is a 1705 ½ real cob minted in Lima, 
Peru. I had been watching this coin on eBay for quite a 
long time and was fortunate enough to see it when the 
seller placed it on sale. The coin is nice because it has a 
full three digit date with nice details, is well-centered, 
and has not been holed or damaged in any way, and was 
graded by NGC.

The summer also featured the club’s annual picnic at 
the White Brook Nature Area. We have held the picnic 
at this location for several years and it really is an ideal 
setting. The building is air conditioned with a kitchen 
and clean restrooms, and there are grills out back for 
cooking. Members brought dishes to pass and the club 
provided hot dogs, hamburgers, drinks; etc. as well as 

a cake. The picnic was followed by a leisurely nature 
hike led by Steve Eisinger. Attendance was slightly less 
than previous years, partially due to the fact that some 
members went to the ANA show in Chicago.

Please consider sharing your numismatic knowledge 
with other members by writing an article for the 
RNA News  or making a presentation at an RNA meeting 
about one of your collecting interests.

Our first board meeting was held prior to the picnic. 
I am looking forward to positive movement with our 
club. We discussed several items with some good 
resolutions and ideas. All members are invited to attend 
these meetings.

I joined our last president when she went to have 
her photos taken for the next presidential medal. The 
photographer has worked with the club for a number 

of years and was organized and professional 
throughout the process. It was a very simple 
procedure overall.

Our club experienced some tragedies this 
summer. We recently lost one of our dear 
members, Patricia Scheible, who passed away 
on August 20, 2019. She was Member #11. 
Patricia and her husband Wayne have been 
loyal members for over 50 years, both joining 
in 1968, and were married over 59 years. 

Please help support Wayne in any way you can during 
this difficult time.

Quite surprisingly we also lost our astounding 
librarian, Michael Luck on August 22, 2019.  Mike was a 
member of the club for over 17 years and brought a lot 
of numismatic knowledge to the organization. He also 
received the Numismatist of the Year award in 2017. 

Both members will be sorely missed.
As we begin a new year of club activity two members 

short, please remember to appreciate one another and 
the greatness of the membership that we have. And 
think about bringing new friends to join our illustrious 
club to grow along with us.

Scott Annechino

RNA Online Resources

www.rochesternumismaticassociation.org
www.facebook.com/groups/21533643632
@RocCoinClub

Social Media Chair: David Gottfried
Webmaster: John Zabel

Photo by Scott Annechino
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Four Metals, One Mint: What Comes from West Point?
by Mark Benvenuto

In a country of well over 300 million people our 
government does a pretty good job of ensuring all 

the nation’s circulating coinage needs are met with the 
two mint facilities in Philadelphia and Denver. Both 
places produce a torrent of coins annually, and it can 
be a fun part of collecting to note when we first find 
any denomination for the year with either mintmark. 
But the closest mint to Rochester is a hardworking place 
that generally doesn’t jump into the swirl of circulating 
coins. We’re talking about the mint at West Point which 
had previously been referred to as a depository since 
it stored precious metal. It’s that precious metal we’ll 
focus on because the West Point facility has something 
of a record here. After all, is any other place producing 
precious metal coins in four different metals? Let’s look 
at the possibility of assembling a quartet of beauties all 
of which have some metals value.
Silver

United States one-ounce silver 
Eagles have a history reaching 
all the way back to1986, but 
it was 1989 that saw the first 
ones come out of the West 
Point facility. Avid collectors of 
the series, either as regular issues or as proofs, know 
that the 1995-W is the key to the whole shebang as it 
only came with the gold Eagles proof set that year. For 
the person who wants just one, this might be an Eagle 
to stay away from. On the flip side though, there are 
plenty of other W-marked silver Eagles, including some 
burnished pieces or reverse proofs. And the good news 
is the cost is never very high.
Gold

West Point coining machinery has 
been pounding out gold all the 

way back to 1986, the year of 
the beginning of the gold and 
silver Eagles bullion programs. 

In 2008 it added the American 
Buffalo to its inventory of amazing gold coins which 
means there are now plenty of choices if we want just 
a single gold piece from our spot by the Hudson. The 
smallest expense we can get away with would involve 
either a 1/10th ounce gold Eagle, from which we have 
plenty of dates to choose, or a 1/10th ounce American 
Buffalo, produced only in 2008. Yes, there’s not a 
huge amount of gold in either, but both are attractive 
and relatively affordable (at least for gold). The small 

American Buffalo will be the more expensive of the 
two, but that is simply because it is a one-year type 
coin. Uncirculated and proof versions are available for 
either the Eagle or Buffalo, though, if we’d like to weigh 
different options, and the price to ante up into this arena 
is at least $200.
Platinum

Moving to this third precious 
metal, most of us have to admit 
a smidge of ignorance about it. 
We generally know it is valuable, 
but the “why” tends to elude 
us. It turns out that two groups 
of folks who probably know a good d e a l 
about platinum are jewelers and automotive engineers. 
Jewelers know it as an additional precious metal unlike 
silver and gold and that it can be used to produce some 
excellent pieces of art in the form of different kinds of 
jewelry. Engineers are aware that it is used in automotive 
catalysts as well as other industrial processes that require 
a catalyst to speed a reaction. Roughly one-third of the 
platinum we have today comes from domestic mining 
in Montana or as a byproduct of copper refining. The 
other two-thirds is imported from places such as South 
Africa and Russia.

When it comes to bullion coinage, the folks at 
West Point started, in 1997, pounding out four different 
denominations, parallel to the gold bullion offerings.  By 
2008 the program was curtailed a bit, and from 2009 to 
the present, we have only one-ounce platinum bullion 
pieces from which to choose. They make a handsome 
collection - especially as they have been offered as 
proofs and regular issues - but an expensive one by most 
measures. If we want a single platinum piece to add to 
any collection, the cheapest option is again the smallest, 
the 1/10th ounce piece with a $10 face value. We can 
snag one of these for about $250.
Palladium

Most recently, in 2017, the United 
States Mint started producing 
palladium coins making us 
one of just a few nations to do 
so. The metal is another used 

as a catalyst, and the design is a 
recycle of Mr. Weinman’s classic Winged Liberty dime 
design, but this time with a different reverse. The mint 
advertises them on its website, but the words “sold out” 
seem to be permanently placed on that particular page. 
So, for those of us who want to get our hands on this 
rather rare precious metal, we’ll have to see what is 
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Chicago ANA World’s Fair of Money
by John Zabel, 75th RNA President

Sheryl and I attended the ANA World’s Fair of Money 
outside of Chicago in the village of Rosemont at the 

Donald Stevens Convention Center. The fair opened on 
Tuesday, August 13 and ended on Saturday, August 17.

I was there as a certified numismatic exhibit judge 
and judged in two classes: The Americas (every 
country except the U.S. in the Western Hemisphere) 
and Asia Pacific. The judging was fun and educational.

An exhibit that would be of interest to New York 
residents was Serial Number 1 National Bank Notes 
from Selected National Banks in New York. The exhibit 
displayed serial number 
one notes from such places 
as the Wolcott National 
Bank and the National 
Bank of Gouverneur. 
Oh, this exhibit placed 
second in Best of Show. 

We met Darlene & Tim Corio and Richard Nachbar 
at the convention and heard that Mitch Sanders was in 
attendance as well but did not see him. We had dinner 
with the Corios one evening at the Hofbrauhaus not 
far from the convention center and had a great meal.

The ANA installed its new president and board 
of directors at this convention. One of the board 
members was not happy with the decision of the new 
president and board to cut the association’s budget 
by 30 percent. The board, so I heard, did not make 
any recommendations on what to cut, but the exhibit 
committee, chief judge and exhibit coordinator were 
not appointed or reappointed. This leaves exhibition at 
future ANA shows up in the air. The board wants the 
organization to be cash neutral; that is, not use ANA 
endowment money  for operations. According to my 

source, the endowment has been doing very well and 
can supply sufficient funds for the foreseeable future 
to help operations without reducing the principal.

On another note, I visited two dealers with Swedish 
plate money for sale. I have not seen plate money at 
one of these shows in about 30 years. On of the pieces 
was from the John Pittman collection. We did not 
know John had any plate money. One of the dealers 
was a friend of the Pittman family. I also saw one RNA 
presidential medal for sale: mine. Who would have 
expected to see my medal for sale? There were no other 
RNA medals for sale that we or anyone we know saw.

The convention offered many interesting talks and 
we attended several. One was given by a blind collector 
who explained how currency could be made so blind 
and visually impaired people could distinguish among 
the denominations. It was a very good presentation. 
We attended a Byzantine gold and the significance 
of portraiture on the coins talk. It included excellent 
photographs of the material. A very interesting talk 
about the Newfoundland two-dollar gold coin series, 
why it was minted and what happened to it when 
the colony was made part of Canada was presented.

Many specialty clubs have meetings at the ANA 
convention. The International Banknote Society 
meeting featured a presentation on polymer banknotes. 
The speaker talked about the polymer used for the 
notes, the challenge of printing on polymer and the 
security measures embedded in the notes. Joe Boling 
showed the holographic imagery that can be hidden 
in a polymer note and seen only with a laser pointer 
shown through the holographic portion of the note. 
We received a polymer note at this presentation.

The convention was a great experience. We even 
found a few pieces for our collections and had a great 
time with new and old friends.

Serial Number 1 Banknote
Photo by John Zabel

available at well-stocked shops, various shows or via 
online sellers. The only weight available is a one-ounce 
piece, and the prices tend to be around $2,000 unless 
we’d like to have a certified example in a grade like PR70 
in which case the price rises even higher.

This is by far the biggest expense we’ll have if we 
want a full quartet of precious metals from West Point. 
But there is speculation that palladium has the biggest 
potential to go up in value, at least of the four metals 
we’ve examined. The risk of buying just now may pay 
off in the future.

Beyond these four? It’s tough to find more or different 
precious metals from which any nation produces 
metal coins, although the tiny speck of Tuvalu out in 
the Pacific Ocean has managed to produce a piece in 
rhodium. We probably don’t need to hold our breath 
waiting for the mint to match or 
surpass that one. But, as for the 
big four - silver, gold, platinum 
and palladium - we can find 
many a quartet right down the 
road, as it were, at West Point.

v v v
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Numismatic Bills and Public Laws
by Jason Childers, 91st RNA President

This is the third in a series of articles about current 
congressional legislation about coins. The following bills 
have been introduced since the beginning of the year 
(and the 116th Congress). Let’s start with the bills that 
weren’t mentioned in the previous article in this series 
(all of which have been introduced, but not passed in 
either the Senate or the House).

• National Purple Heart Hall of Honor 
Commemorative Coin Act, H.R. 1830 & S. 2042, 
sponsored by Charles Schumer (D-NY) and Sean 
Patrick Maloney (R-NY-18) would authorize 
coins to be minted in fifty-cent, one-dollar 
and five-dollar denominations, and would 
commemorate the National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor in New Windsor, NY. The Hall opened in 
2006 and recognizes the almost 2 million Purple 
Heart recipients since the start of the Civil War.

• National Women’s Hall of Fame Commemorative 
Coin Act, H.R.1982, Joseph Morelle (D-NY-25) 
would commemorate the National Women’s Hall 
of Fame in Seneca Falls, NY. This program calls 
for fifty-cent, one-dollar and five-dollar coins. 
This bill has been co-sponsored, amongst others, 
by several New York Representatives from both 
sides of the aisle.

• National Law Enforcement Museum 
Commemorative Coin Act, H.R. 1865 & S. 1300, 
directs the Treasury Department to issue half-dollar, 
one-dollar, and five-dollar coins that would 
commemorate the National Law Enforcement 
Museum in the District of Columbia.

• Integration of Baseball Commemorative Coin Act,  
H.R. 3483 and S. 1954, would authorize fifty-cent, 
one-dollar and five-dollar coins commemorating 
the 75th anniversary of the integration of players 
of all skin tones in Major League Baseball.

• Negro Leagues Baseball Centennial 
Commemorative Coin Act, H.R. 4104 & S. 2321, 
would celebrate the Negro Leagues Baseball that 
were established in 1920 and operate until 1960. 
The program specifies fifty-cent, one-dollar and 
five-dollar coins.

• Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commemorative Coin 
Act, H.R. 2423 & S. 1235, authorizes the Treasury 
Department to issue dollar coins to celebrate the 
women who pushed for the Nineteenth Amendment 
allowing women to vote nationally.

• Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Centennial 
Commemorative Coin Act, H.R. 1805 & S. 639, 
directs the Department of the Treasury to issue 
dollar coins commemorating the establishment 
of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 1921.
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Gerry says... The 1921-D Morgan dollar may be worth big bucks. The first one hundred coins of that 
date were hand-engraved in the coin’s field just before the face of Liberty. The engraving reads “-TH 
DOLLAR RELEASED FROM 1ST 100 EVER COINED AT DENVER MINT THOMAS ANNEAR, 

SUPT.” The dash is replaced by the appropriate number from 1-100. By the way, the first Morgan 
ever struck is at the Hayes Museum, part of the Rutherford B. Hayes Center in Freemont, OH.

Club News & Notes

Life Membership
The RNA Board of Directors approved the 

nomination of Ted Vaccarella to be an Honorary Life 
Member at the Annual Picnic. This notice serves to 
satisfy the requirement that the membership be notified 
at least 30 days prior to an annual meeting that a secret 
ballot, requiring the affirmative vote of ninety percent 
of the members present to pass, will be held at the 2020 
annual meeting.

RNA Coin Show and Sale
The Forty-Seventh Annual Coin Show and Sale, 

sponsored by the RNA, is scheduled for November 2-3 

at the Eisenhart Auditorium on the RMSC campus.
The show will include a large bourse, numismatic 

exhibits and educational forums.
Free prize drawings will be held throughout both 

days. Admission  is free.
Saturday hours are 10:00 a.m-5:00 p.m. and Sunday 

hours are 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

October Meeting Topics and Presenters
Topics and presenters’ names for the October 

meetings were not available in time to include in this 
issue of the RNA News. They will be posted on the RNA 
website calendar when they are available.

• 75th Anniversary of the End of World War II 
Commemorative Coin Act, H.R. 3155 would 
authorize the issue of half-dollar, 1 dollar, and 5 
dollar coins celebrating the 75th anniversary of 
the cessation of World War II in 1945.

• Women’s History and Nineteenth Amendment 
Centennial Quarter Dollar Coin Program Act, 
H.R. 1923 & S. 2427, would follow the “America 
the Beautiful” Quarter program (which ends 
in the beginning of 2021) and continue with 
similar coins celebrating women from the 
states, territories, and District of Columbia, in 
alphabetical order, five coins a year.

• CENTS Act, S. 1794, authorizes the Treasury 
Department to alter the composition of coins so 
as to cost less to mint each coin than its face value 
without changing the size or weight of said coin.

• 1921 Silver Dollar Commemorative Coin Act, 
H.R. 3757, would authorize the Treasury 
Department to reproduce the Morgan and Peace 
dollars of 1921, with a date of 2021, acknowledging 
the U.S. peace treaty with Germany two years 
after World War I.

Of the pieces of legislation I mentioned in the 
March-April 2019 issue of the RNA News, the one 
bill that has made any progress is S. 239, which 
proposes authorizing a dollar coin commemorating 
Christa McAuliffe, the first civilian and teacher to be 
launched into space, but was killed when the Space 
Shuttle Challenger exploded. The bill was passed by the 
Senate but its companion bill in the House, H.R. 500, 
still awaits a vote. With 309 cosponsors as of August 2 it 
should pass the House of Representatives easily when it 
comes up for a vote.

2019 Annual Picnic in Three Photos

Great Food! Great Weather!Great Fellowship!

v v v

Photos by George T. Fekete
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RNA Events Calendar

RNA Meeting: What I did this Summer in Numismatics (No Speaker) ............................................. September 11
RNA Meeting: United States Twentieth Century Type Set by George T. Fekete .................................. September 25
RJNA Meeting .................................................................................................................................. September 25
RNA Meeting: ........................................................................................................................................ October 9
RNA Meeting: ...................................................................................................................................... October 23
RJNA Meeting ...................................................................................................................................... October 23
Forty-Seventh Annual Coin Show and Sale (at RMSC) ................................................................. November 2-3

RNA & RJNA Meetings at the RMSC are held on Wednesday from 7:30-9:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.
* Members are welcome to attend RNA Board meetings.

E E E   See the RNA Website for Additional Event Details   D D D

Ontario County Coin Club

First Sunday, Monthly
Meeting at 2:00 p.m.

(Doors open at 1:00 p.m.)

Canandaigua Elks Club
19 Niagara Street

Canandaigua, NY 14424

Rochester Numismatic Association
PO Box 10056
Rochester NY 14610-0056

RNA News Deadlines
November-December 2019 Submissions ................... October 25
November-December 2019 Publication....................November 1

January-February 2020 Submissions ......................December 25
January-February 2020 Publication .............................January 1

v v v


