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Regular RNA meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays 
of the month (see Calendar for possible schedule exceptions at Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays) at Ei-
senhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 
14607. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the door on 
the right side of the building. The meeting room is down the stairs on the lower level. For elevator service 
to the lower level call 585-271-4552 Ext. 601 to speak with the Eisenhart security desk attendant. Entry for 
the elevator is through the Genesee Community Charter School door. (See president’s letter for updates).   

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month at  Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, contact RJNA advisor   
Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240. 
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Tim Flavin, Secretary  
John Zabel, Curator 

Gerard Muhl, Librarian (Acting)  
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All rights reserved.  

RNA Committees 

RNA Bylaws designate several committees appointed by the President and Board of Directors. 

Below are the current active committees: 

Membership  
John Bailey  

Bill Coe, Chair 
Dennis DeYoung  

John Stephens  

 Endowment 
Gerald Vaccarella [2017-2020] 

Earl Gurell [2018-2021] 

John Lighthouse [2018-2021] 

Jason Childers [2019-2022] 
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John Zabel, Chair [RNA Curator] 

Auditing  
Dennis DeYoung  
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Chip Scoppa  
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John Vicaretti 

President & Editor Email Addresses 

 

president@rochesternumismaticassociation.org                     editor@rochesternumismaticassociation.org 
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RNA Online Resources 

 

Social Media Chair: David Gottfried 
Webmaster: John Zabel 

From Your President 
Hello fellow members.  I am writing a column for the 
summer newsletter as your president.  This will be the 
first newsletter edited by our new Editor, Sheryl 
Zabel.  I’d really like to thank her for stepping into 
this important and creative role.  There is a lot of nu-
mismatic knowledge in this club to be shared with fel-
low members, and now, with our impressive website, 
the entire world.  So please send Sheryl plenty of arti-
cles to keep the newsletter flowing.  I’m sure it will 
make her job easier.  Also, I would like to thank 
George Fekete for his time and energy spent editing 
the newsletter during the past few years. 
There have been some changes in regards to various 
positions, and we are still in need of someone to fill 
the position of treasurer.  Ted Vaccarella 
has very graciously been covering this posi-
tion for a long time.  During his time serv-
ing the club he has made some adjustments 
that have made the activities for this posi-
tion more streamlined and will make the 
new treasurer’s job easier to manage.  If you 
have any questions about the position, feel 
free to reach out to Ted to discuss them.  I 
encourage someone with an interest to 
please come forward and take on this role. 
Again, I hope that everyone is remaining safe, healthy, 
and active through this very difficult time during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  With nice summer weather 
making it possible to go outside more often, just be 
sure to follow the best safety precautions possible.  I 
know that this can be very frustrating, but we want all 
of our members to remain safe and healthy.  Use any 
technology that you have the ability to use to keep in 
touch with fellow members, as well as family and 
friends.  And don’t forget that we have been partici-
pating in informal Zoom meetings every Wednesday 
evening starting at 7:30 p.m.  John Zabel has gracious-
ly continued to host these meetings and posts a link on 
the website schedule to join the meetings.  I have seen 
a lot of the same people at these meetings and would 
like to see more of you.  These meetings are a lot of 
fun.  We will be meeting on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays in July and August. 
Activities: Although we had to cancel the club’s annu-
al banquet on May 8, 2020 to celebrate Kerri’s presi-

dency, we are still considering holding the annual pic-
nic in August.  We are still figuring out the logistics of 
how to keep everyone safe while preserving all of the 
fun.  Steve Eisinger will still offer his annual hike af-
ter we eat. If we do have the picnic, we will be pre-
senting the Numismatist of the Year award to the win-
ner there.  We might also present Kerri Klajbor 
Annechino with her presidential medal if they are 
completed.  We will be abiding by social distancing 
recommendations and wearing masks.  For everyone’s 
safety, masks will be mandatory, except for eating of 
course.  We plan on moving the tables outside to in-
crease spacing as well. 
Although the museum is open, we do not have any 
information on when we will start back with meetings 

as usual.  We will continue to remain in con-
tact with the museum updates. 
We voted in the new leadership team at the 
Zoom meeting on June 17, 2020, as follows: 
President: Gary Korneliusen, Vice President: 
Tim Flavin, Treasurer: Ted Vaccarella until 
a new treasurer can be secured, Secretary: 
Kevin Rankin, Librarian: Christopher 
Kasulaitis, Curator: John Zabel, and Board 
of Directors: Susie Scoppa and Sheryl Zabel, 

both for another term. 
I will also let you know that we have lost two mem-
bers to death since the last newsletter.   Joseph Gaudi-
no, who was member #2, and has been a member 
since 1961.  Sharon Miller also passed away very re-
cently.  Sharon joined the RNA on 2006 and was 
member #80.  Sharon was also president for 2015.  
And as most of you know, her son Eric Miller was 
president in 2018.  Both members contributed a great 
deal to our club and will be sorely missed. And just 
recently, we heard of the loss of Wayne Scheible’s son 
Karl, who died as a result of a bicycle accident.  As 
many of you know, Wayne lost his wife and longtime 
RNA member, Patricia Scheible.  Those of you who 
attend the RNA Zoom meetings will remember that 
Karl attended some of our recent meetings, and some 
of our members joined his coin club in Texas for one 
of their  Zoom meetings. These are all very tragic loss-
es of our loved ones that will be felt for many years to 
come.   If you know them, please reach out to their 

(Con	nued on page 7) 



4 

Sharon Miller  1947-2020 

 

Our 103rd president, Sharon Miller, has died.  Her 
son, Eric Miller, our 106th  president, has submitted 
a beautiful  tribute to her.   
 

 Mom started her love of coins like many others 
in her generation; finding coins in circulation. This 
continued until the time came to start a family; Coin 
collecting was put on hold. Mom‘s coin collecting 
got re-kindled when she discovered that her mother’s 
former teacher’s husband had put together a nice 
collection. Mom was lucky to acquire some of his 
coins. 

 Mom also it started working as a bank teller; 
now she had all the rolled coin at her disposal! She 
started to bring home rolled coins for her and I to go 
through. I have many fond memories of the two of 
us sorting through coins together. 

 Mom’s next big invigoration with coins hap-
pened when RNA member John Bixler introduced 
her to the RNA. Mom always looked forward to 
meetings; no matter the topic of the talk. She liked 
all the camaraderie at meetings and she formed some 

lasting relationships. She loved helping at the coin 
show making sandwiches with Tim Corio for the 
dealer lunches. She also enjoyed the RNA picnic but 
it all culminated when mom became the RNA’s 
103rd president. 

 Mom’s love of coin collecting has not only been 
passed to me but now my daughter has gotten into 
coin collecting . Little did mom know that simply 
looking through coins when she was a little girl 
would not only be a hobby she enjoyed but also one 
that my daughter and I enjoy because of her.  

 

Anatomy of a Coin Shortage 

 

The 1849 California Gold Rush had the odd conse-
quence of making pre-1853 silver coinage somewhat 
rare. much gold hit the eastern market that 
silver became over valued in relation to gold 
coins. A silver dollar in 1853 was worth al-
most $1.10 in bullion. Silver brokers sent 
bagfuls of early silver coins out of the coun-
try to be melted with the resulting bullion be-
ing used to purchase gold. An eight to ten 
percent profit could thus be made by moving 
the silvery metal from Rochester to Montreal, 
for example. Finding lost early coins in an 
archaeological dig at the Rochester lighthouse gives 
credence to this theory of bullion transfer out of the 
country. Several bust type half dollars as well as a 
1796 quarter were recovered at the lighthouse grounds 
by Father Lee’s class from St. John Fisher College.  

A look at early Rochester newspapers also infers 
that silver coins suddenly began to disappear from lo-
cal commerce after gold began flowing to this area 
from California. Several gold prospecting companies 
from Monroe County sent fortune hunters to the west. 
Rich finds were made.  

April 1851 the Rochester Daily Democrat re-

ported that cent and 50 cent pieces were so scarce 
that low denomination checks were circulating. By 
May low grade silver 3 cent pieces were showing up 
for small purchases. In March 1858 the Union and Ad-
viser reported most Rochester retail business was be-

ing done in worn Spanish and English 
coins even though after 1857 they no 
longer had U.S. legal tender status. The 
bullion price of these foreign coins was 
quoted monthly.  

The July 1, 1858 news reported 2 real 
pieces were being taken as 25 cents. 
Thirteen days later even Spanish/
Mexican coins had disappeared. The 

next day it was reported that Canadian "sous" and 
bank tokens were circulating. But by February 1860 
the news reported, "it's an insult to be offered Canadi-
an coppers." What happened to ameliorate the coin 
shortage?  

The mint realized the disparity in gold and silver 
prices and thus lowered the weight of all minor silver 
coins (except 3 cent pieces). To show the change ar-
rows were added on either sides of the date in 1853. 
Next the Mint went into overtime upping production 
of silver minor coins. Mintage figures of quarters, for 

(Con	nued on page 5) 
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The Tale of a Penny 

 

By Douglas Graham Borden (age 9), Waterbury, 
Conn. 1932 

 

The first I remember I was a few grains of sand on 
the surface. One day it rained; I 
was made into mud. The weather 
kept on like this for many days, 
and I kept getting further and fur-
ther down in the ground. As I went 
down, I became harder. 
One day I heard a loud, shaky 
noise. It became louder and louder. 
At last I was blasted out into the 
fresh air. I was loaded into a small 
railroad-car with a whole lot of 
ore. It was dark at first, and as we 
went up it became brighter and brighter. At last we 
got out into broad daylight. Then we were transferred 
to a large railroad-car in a much longer train. Then 
we went to the refinery. 
Then we were melted and said good-by to our old 
neighbors, the rocks. I felt very 
pure. As we went along we were 
mixed with a little nickel. This made 
me feel pretty tough. Then we were 
rolled, and when we came our we 
were bars of coin copper. Then we 
went to the mint, where each of us 
got a heavy blow from big die, and 
thus became a penny. After we were 
inspected many of us, including my-
self, were put into bags and loaded 
on a train. 
We were to go to the big city for the banks. It was a 
cold winter day. The rivers and ponds were frozen 
over. There were seven tons of us in one end of the 
baggage-car. As the car swung around a sharp curve 
our wight was too much for it, and the car rolled 

over, and down on the ice of the pond. The bag I was 
in went through the ice, and I rolled out into the wa-
ter. It was cold and wet, but I did not mind that, as I 
was a copper penny. 
The next summer some boys were swimming in the 
pond, one of them dived down and got me, and 

brought me up into daylight once more. 
The next morning a barque came sailing 
into the harbor. The ship had come from 
Africa with a load of peanuts. The boy who 
had found me traded me with a sailor for a 
queer African coin; and the ship soon left 
port with me on board. I was shown to the 
sailors; and one who owned me put me in 
the crow’s-nest. One day there came a ter-
rible storm and I was shaken overboard. As 
I touched the water a fish swallowed me. 
Next day he was caught by the sailor who 

owned me and eaten for dinner. Just as he stabbed his 
fork int the fish it struck something hard. He took me 
out and put me in a safer place. He kept me in a box 
under his bunk. With me were some strange coins 
whose language I could not understand. 

I do not know much of the trip after that, 
because I was locked up in the box; but 
when we reached the African port I was 
taken out of the box and put into his pock-
et. When we got off the ship, he soon gave 
me to an old friend of his. The friend had a 
tamed elephant that I often went riding on 
in his pocket. One day when I went into 
town another queer coin was dropped into 
his picket; and this coin could speak the 
same language as I spoke. He said, “I am 

an old English coin: the date on me is MDCCVI.”  
“Ah!” I answered, “you are just a century older than I 
am.” 

“I am a sixpence” replied the strange coin. 
The two of us felt a sudden jerking feeling. The man 

(Con	nued on page 6) 

example went from 273,000 pieces in 1852 to a rec-
ord breaking 16,542,000 pieces in 1853. All other 
silver coins (half dimes, dimes) showed similarly in-
creased mintage figures.  

The nations coinage supply remained secure and 
in balance until inflation and insecurity brought on by 
the Civil Was caused the price of silver and gold to 
rise. By the second year of the war the Rochester City 
Council was forced to issue over $80,000 worth of 

fractional paper currency denominated in values of 
less than a dollar. This was barely enough to keep 
retail commerce alive. But that's another story.  

 

Gerry Muhl  

 

(Con	nued from page 4) 
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was saying “Oh! I hope I catch the boat! I hope I catch 
the boat!” We peeked out of his pocket and found that 
he was going very fast on the elephant toward the part 
of the town where the wharves and ships were. We 
went on board one of the ships – elephant and all. I 

looked back and saw that the great forest was on fire. 
We sailed away to North America, where I was sold to 

a man with a large collection of coins; and here I lie 

on the silver tray, not knowing what will happen next. 

 

(Con	nued from page 5) 

From the RNA Collection 

Here are images of two $1 Federal Reserve Notes that have been autographed by the original signers. These 
were given to the RNA several years ago. Also shown is a Jeton of 1596 from Utrecht, Netherlands 
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RNA Events Calendar 

RNA and RJNA meetings at the Eisenhart Auditorium have been suspended until further no-
tice. Check the club website and emails from the club for updates. 
 

RNA Summer Picnic (bring your own food)………………………………… August 23 

 



RNA Newsletter Deadlines 
 

August-September  2020 Submission …..July 25  September-October 2020 Submission …...August 25  
August-September 202 Publication ….August 1   September-October 2020 Publicaiton …September 1 

 

RNA Dues Notice 

RNA dues for 2020-2021 are due as of July 1, 2020 

The yearly dues are $30 per person or family 

 

Dues may be paid on-line by going to the Shop tab of the club website: 
http://rochesternumismaticassociation.org/store.php 

 

Checks or money orders may be sent to the club at: 
Rochester Numismatic Association 

P.O. Box 10056 

Rochester, NY 14610-0056 

 

RNA members are requested to keep the secretary up to date on mailing addresses and phone 
numbers. Information can be sent to the above address or emailed to: 
secretary@rochesternumismaticassociation.org 

All numisma�c photos in this issue are from the RNA collec�on and are copyrighted by the Rochester Nu-

misma�c Associa�on with all rights reserved. Photo originally taken by our Curator, John Zabel. 

families when appropriate.     
During these trying times for everyone, remember you 
have friends and family for support and to support.  
This great hobby can keep your time and brain chal-
lenged and occupied.  Pick up your phone or comput-
er to connect with one another.  Stay active, safe, and 
open-minded.  Things might be different in the future, 
but the future is still ours to hold, shape and explore.  
Happy collecting!   Scott Annechino 

(Con	nued from page 3) 
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