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Kerri L. Annechino Presidential Medal
At the live meeting of the RNA at the Rochester Museum and Science Center on October 22nd, the medal
featuring Kerri L. Annechino as the immediate past president, was announced, and the first medal was presented by past-president William Coe to Kerri. The medal is now available to paid members for the year
2019. It will be distributed at live meetings, or mailed to those who pay the mailing fee, either using the online payment option on the RNA website or sending the check to the club. The mailing cost is $5.00.
Members who ordered silver medals may contact John Zabel for the cost and method of payment and delivery.
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The John Jay Pittman Memorial Library is available at every regular meeting.
Members can select from 600 titles with new ones added regularly.
See the RNA Librarian to sign for and borrow material.
A complete, searchable library inventory is available on the RNA website.

RNA
One of America’s Oldest Local
Coin Clubs
Memberships
American Numismatic Association
Branch #2, Life Club #8
Established January 1912
American Numismatic Society
Royal Canadian Numismatic
Association
Token and Medal Society
Meetings
Rochester Museum &
Science Center
- Eisenhart Auditorium -

Membership
John Bailey
Bill Coe, Chair
Dennis DeYoung
John Stephens

Board of Directors
Scott Annechino, President
Tim Flavin, Vice President
Ted Vaccarella, Treasurer
Kevin Rankin, Secretary
John Zabel, Curator
Christopher Kasulaitis, Librarian
Directors
Jason Childers [2018-2021]
John Lighthouse [2018-2021]
Chip Scoppa [2019-2022]
Steve Eisinger [2019-2022]
Susie Scoppa [2020-2023]
Sheryl Zabel [2020-2023]
Historian
Dennis DeYoung
Assistant Curator
Endowment
Gerald Vaccarella [2017-2020]
Earl Gurell [2018-2021]
John Lighthouse [2018-2021]
Jason Childers [2019-2022]
Steve Eisinger [2019-2022]
Ted Vaccarella, Treasurer [Ex-Officio]
John Zabel, Chair [RNA Curator]

RNA News
Sheryl Zabel, Editor
John Zabel, Production
Gerard Muhl, Contributing Editor
Rochester Numismatic Association
P.O. Box 10056 Rochester, NY
14610-0056
Material published in the RNA
News is copyright by its authors or
by the RNA
and may not be reproduced without
permission of the author or the
RNA.
All rights reserved.

Auditing
Dennis DeYoung
John Lighthouse
Chip Scoppa
Ted Vaccarella, Chair
John Vicaretti

RNA Committees
RNA Bylaws designate several committees appointed by the President and Board of Directors.
Below are the current active committees:

President & Editor Email Addresses
president@rochesternumismaticassociation.org
vicepresident@rochesternumismaticassociation.org

editor@rochesternumismaticassociation.org
curator@rochesternumismaticassociation.org

Regular RNA meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays
of the month (see Calendar for possible schedule exceptions at Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays) at Eisenhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY
14607. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. During the pandemic, enter and exit
through the main entrance, and turn left to go up the ramp to the ballroom.
Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of each month at Eisenhart Auditorium on the lower level; for more information, contact RJNA advisor
Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240.

From Our President
By Scott Annechino
Happy Autumn and Winter fellow members. As the
COVID-19 pandemic continues, I am hoping that you are
all keeping yourselves safe and healthy. As I sit in my
home office watching the leaves fall and some wildlife
scurry around the backyard forest, I contemplate how long
this pandemic will continue to affect our lives. I also ponder on the things we have missed out on and took for granted. Hopefully this tragedy will help us all appreciate these
things more and place a higher value on relationships with our friends and families.
The big news for the club is that we have
started having in-person meetings again. We
have had two successful in-person meetings
along with members who joined in on the
Zoom platform, on October 14th and 28th.
The RMSC have made reasonable accommodations for us in the ballroom on the main
level of the Eisenhart Auditorium. Members
who have attended have been very cooperative with following the COVID-19 guidelines set in place.
Remember that masks are mandatory and to bring your
own snacks. And remember to take your own health, as
well as your family into consideration when determining if
you want to come in person or not. We do not want any
members or their family members getting ill. The Junior
Club will be able to meet in the foyer adjacent to the ballroom. We have a decent audio-visual set-up, as well as
access to the RMSC’s internet. John Zabel is running the
Zoom meetings and Tim Corio has been adding some camera work to enhance the visuals for both the Zoom visitors
as well as in-house members. John has been tweaking the
technology to make the experience better for members. I’d
like to thank them both very much.

we can have for our club, including presentations on so
many varied topics. I plan on bringing this up at the next
board meeting. Remember that all members are invited to
the board meetings.
We will be having the next board meeting via Zoom on
Wednesday December 2, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. John Zabel has
agreed to host the meeting on Zoom and will provide a link
to the meeting on the club’s website calendar.
During the first in-person meeting on October 14th, Bill
Coe presented Kerri Klajbor-Annechino with her presidential medal as the 107th president of the club for
2019. Congratulations Kerri! Kerri has done a lot
of work for the club and continues to contribute
when and where she can.
The after-meeting auction for members went essentially very smoothly. There were some interesting
items as usual, including some great items that sold
for the “good of the club”. We will be auctioning
off a very unique item at the next meeting; a New
York State custom license plate that Jason Childers
donated that reads as “RNA 2012”. This one-of-akind item should bring a nice sum for the club. And remember, you can always donate numismatic or club-related
items for the good of the club.
*** I must repeat this important club essential need:
we are in serious requirement of someone to fill the position of treasurer. Ted Vaccarella would like to have someone take over for him by the end of the calendar year if
possible. If you are interested, please let one of us know as
soon as possible. If you have any questions about the position, feel free to reach out to Ted to discuss them. Please
understand that the new treasurer will be using the Quicken
software and Ted will ensure that you learn how to utilize
it properly. He has dramatically streamlined the duties of
this position.

I am very optimistic that this increased technology can
Please take good care of yourselves and loved ones
allow other guests to give presentations to our group from
during
these unusual times and try to enjoy yourselves
anywhere in the world. I am hopeful that we can grow our
safely
during
the holiday season. Keep an eye out for your
membership dramatically with numismatists from every
favorite
coins
and promote the club whenever you get the
corner of the world. Imagine the wealth of knowledge that
chance. Happy collecting!

The Mike Luck Memorial medals (39mm silver or copper) are available during meetings. Only 25 silver and
35 copper were made. Very few remain. Contact Gerry Muhl for prices, etc.

RNA Online Resources

Social Media Chair: David Gottfried
Webmaster: John Zabel

The Castine Treasure
By John Zabel

Castine is a small town in Maine located on a peninsula formed by the Bagaduce River and the north
end of Penobscot Bay. Castine’s excellent harbor was
initially noted by Champlain in 1604. Captain John
Smith mentioned the site in the journal of his visit in
1614.
The Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony set up a trading
post here in 1630. The post lasted for five years. Both
the French and English wanted the site for trading for
furs. This lead to much strife between the two for the
area.
Around 1667, after the Penobscot region was ceded
to France by the Treaty of Breda, Baron Jean Vincent
de Castin arrived. He built a fort and residence. The
Baron was apparently a wise and fair trader with the
native Americans, for they held him in very high esteem. He Even married the daughter of the Taratime
Chief.
The Baron’s trading was very lucrative. So lucrative, that several raids were made upon the fort. The
English and Dutch both raided the fort at different
times in 1674. The Dutch, with a man-of-war, succeeded in taking the fort in 1676. However, the English from Boston succeeded in driving them from the
peninsula.
The Treaty of Breda not withstanding, the English
and French submitted claims and counterclaims to the
area. The Baron did not take sides but was affected by
the arguments. In 1688 the governor of New England,
Sir Edmund Andras, was in Castine. The Baron, fearing that his capture in the course of the visit, fled to the
mainland. Consequently, arms in the fort and some
furniture were seized. A message left with the Baron
stated that his possessions would be returned in return
for a pledge of allegiance to the English Crown, He
didn’t, but by 1690 England had taken possession of
the Main coast and Nova Scotia. Seeing the change in
affairs, the Baron did give his allegiance to England.
After this, his trading shifted from France to New England.
The Baron left Castine for France in 1701. He died
in France in 1703.
We now jump to 1840 and to a place, six miles up
the Bagaduce River from the fort at Castine, called the
Second Narrows. There is a well beaten path leading
through the brush to the water where there is a natural
landing place for canoes. The path is older than anyone
can remember.
It is the close of one of the last days of November,
1840. We are on the farm of Captain Stephen Grindle.
He and his son are hauling wood down the bank to the
shore. The son picks up a coin near the partially buried
rock about 25 yards from shore in line with the path.
The coin proves to be an old French Crown. Captain

Grindle and his son eagerly start to grind the earth
away from the rock. By dark, they have 18 to 20 more
coins. The search is stopped. They intended to resume
the next day. Unfortunately, mother nature did not cooperate. A severe snow storm develops during the
night which buries everything under snow and ice.
Early in the spring if 1841, Captain Grindle resumes
the search. Upon digging up some Alder trees by the
rock, he finds a large deposit of coins. They number
between four and five hundred. The coins found were
from France, Spain, Spanish America, Portugal, Holland, England and Massachusetts. Most of the coins
were found contiguous to the rock with some being
found at some distance from the rock. All the coins
were silver. Many of them had their original brilliance,
though, some were black and discolored from exposure to the weather. No evidence of a container was
found.
Dr. Joseph L. Stevens of Castine has occasion to
view the entire treasure during and after the exhumation. He obtained 17 coins representing the best of
each coin type found. He paid for them at the rate of
old silver. The remaining coins, probably five hundred
in number, ended up being used to pay on of Capt.
Grindle’s creditors and were eventually melted. A few
other coins were obtained by some other people. Dr.
Stevens’ collection now reside in the Main Historical
Society
The coin taken by Dr. Stevens are as follows:
France
Silver louis of 15 sols, Louis XIII, 1642
Ecu blanc, Louis XIV, 1652
4 Sols, Louis XIV, 1676
Demi Ecu of 8 livres, Louis XIV, 1690
Mexico
8 reals, Carolus II
Lima, Peru
8 reals, Philip IV, 1659
Bogata
8 reals, Philip IV, 1657
Potasi
8 reals, Carolus, 1678
2 reals, Carolus, 1678
Netherlands
3 guldens, 1682
Leuwen Dauleen (lion dollar), 1641
Spain
4 reals, Philip IV, 1659
Portugal
Tostao, Joannes IV
England
1 shilling, Charles I, (1641-43)
Massachusetts
Pine Tree Shilling, 1652
Pine Tree 6 pence, 1652

The treasure’s composition was primarily
French coins followed by the Spanish “Vobs”.
The Massachusetts coins number between 25
and 60, depending upon the source of the information. No accurate count or catalog of the
treasure was made and eye witness accounts
vary.
Where the coins were deposited and who did
it are not known, but can be surmised. Since the
latest coin was dated 1690, we can assume that
the coins were deposited after 1690. A better estimate can be made by looking at one of the
coins and estimating its travel time to Castine.
The coin in question is French. Since France did
not export coins to America and since, by 1690,
Baron Castin was just starting to deal with New
England instead of France, the coin must have
come from New England via the West Indies.
We can then easily assume that the coin took
two years or better to reach Castine or the treasure was deposited after 1692.
The depositor of the coins was probably
someone in the Baron’s entourage. He probably
deposited the coins while fleeing from the fort
during an attack. The bulk of the coins would
necessitate leaving them if someone was traveling fast as in fleeing. Since there were no gold
coins, the person was probably an underling instead of one of the chief trading agents. Why
they weren’t recovered can be accounted for by
the same flight. The person was probably killed
before he could impart the location of the coins
to a companion. The best date to which these
events could be attributed is 1704. In 1704, during Queen Anne’s War, Col. Benjamin Church
commanded an expedition along the Maine
coast. He recorded capturing some French and
Indians among whom were Baron Castin’s
daughter and her children.
The mix of coins and the types the treasure
contained give us a good indication of what
coinage was being used in trade and the relative
availability of each. Assuming our postulate of
who deposited the coins is correct, it also reflects
the trading activity of Baron Castin. Since most
of the coins were French, evidently Baron Castin
actively traded directly with French merchants in
his early trading. The Spanish and Massachusetts
coins show that the Baron actively traded with
New England after 1690.
It is unfortunate that the treasure was not kept
intact or completely cataloged prior to its disposition. Much more could have been learned. The
only records of the find are very vague and conflicting. This is true of many of the hoards of

coins found in this country. Therefore, it is important
for us to remember to make copious notes and detailed
catalogues of hoards we may stumble upon someday.
Each hoard found can lead to a wealth of knowledge
concerning other times and people and can add to the
store of numismatic knowledge.
I based this talk on the monogram titled “The
Castine Deposit: An American Hoard” by Sidney P.
Noe. The monogram was published by the American
Numismatic Society as No. 100 in its Numismatic
notes and monograms series. The monogram is located
in the RNA library.

Tax Exempt Status of Rochester Numismatic Association Inc.
RNA is a Section 501(c)(3) educational not-forprofit organization. As such, our Association is not
subject to Federal income tax, social security, unemployment and similar taxes per Internal Revenue Service code. Donors may deduct contributions to RNA
including estate and gift tax bequests, etc. per IRS
code. The RNA Treasurer reports and maintains our
tax-exempt status via annual online filing of the IRS ePostcard (Form 990-N).
RNA is also exempt from paying New York State
and local sales and use taxes for authorized purchases.
The Treasurer issues and maintains a file of all NY
Form ST119.1 Exempt Organization Exempt Purchase
Certificates provided to our vendors. Certificates have
already been issued to our vendors for activities such
as our annual coin show, presidential medals and
newsletter printing. Any otherwise sales-taxable purchase made on behalf of RNA by a member must be
paid for by a) a check drawn on our RNA account or b)
our debit card linked to our account. These are in the
custody of the Treasurer. If you need to make an authorized purchase for supplies used as part of your duties as an officer, contact the Treasurer in advance so
arrangement for payment and issuance of an Exempt
Purchase Certificate can be made accordingly. Incidental purchases made by members (for example,
meeting refreshments) and paid for by members on
their own, are not sales tax exempt and are simply reimbursed on presentation of a receipt to the Treasurer.
– Ted Vaccarella, Treasurer

year, Spain signed a peace treaty that established the
by Ken Traub, 1988 President, Rochester Numismatic As- independence of Cuba, ceded Puerto Rico, and Guam
to the United States, and allowed the U.S. to purchase
sociation
the Philippines from Spain for $20 million.
In 1911 Congress authorized the raising of the scuttled ship at which time, brass and steel objects were
salvaged and memorial plaques were commissioned
by the Bureau of Engraving. Approximately one
thousand U.S.S. Maine brass relic plaques were authorized to be manufactured and readily distributed to
Veteran’s organizations and public buildings for display. The sculptor Charles Keck was given the commission to design this elegant and massive
17.5”x12.5” eight pound IN MEMORIAM plaque
showing the goddess Columbia holding a shield
marked PATRIOTISM and DEVOTION with the top
of the scuttled ship showing in the harbor, and under
the ship written “U.S.S. MAINE Destroyed In Havana
Harbor February 15th 1898”, and at the very bottom of
the plaque “This Tablet Is Cast From metal Recovered From the U.S.S. Maine”

Remember the Maine Relic Plaque

I was lucky enough to have won a magnificent example of this plaque in a 1984 auction by Joe Levine, a
long-time exonumia, token and medal dealer who has
just recently retired. The plaque has been hanging on
the wall of my home’s entrance foyer since then. I
won mine in Joe’s auction for a paltry $363. Although there were more than a thousand plaques made,
they rarely come up for sale. After searching Heritage’s website “Research Auction Archives” I found
only four sales between 2005 and 2014 with auction
prices from a low $2032 to a high of $5625 in DecemThe explosion and the rallying public cry, combined ber 2013!
with America’s desire to get Spain to relinquish its
Cuban possession led to the Spanish-American war As I have both heard and seen, it only takes two aucthat lasted just short of four months and ended August tion bidders who really want an item to drive the price
13, 1898. The main theatres of combat were in the way beyond its estimate! Collecting historical exonuPhilippines and Cuba, both colonies of Spain. U.S. mia and learning the history they commemorate has
Commodore George Dewey destroyed Spain’s Pacific been both enjoyable and profitable.
fleet at the Battle of Manila Bay. In December of that

“Remember the Maine” became the rallying cry by
U.S. citizens after the USS Maine battleship blew up
while in Havana Harbor on February 15, 1898, killing
260 crew members. The warship was sent there ostensibly to protect Americans should the Cuban people’s struggle for independence from Spain escalate
into warfare. Spain was quickly blamed for torpedoing the ship, however the more likely cause of a coal
bunker fire setting off the munition’s explosion is still
not fully accepted by all.

Accessing RNA Zoom Meetings
The in person meetings of the RNA are now also on
the Zoom platform. Zoom is accessible using a computer
browser such as Microsoft Edge, Firefox, Safari, or
Chrome on either a PC or Mac.

You can also view and interact with the meeting using
an iPad, tablet or smart phone. The iPad, tablet or smart
phone can use a browser like Safari or Chrome to access
the meeting using the link on the calendar page of the RNA
website..

The link for each meeting is located on the RNA website on the calendar page. Looking at the calendar page for
the date of the meeting there is a blue link located under the
date stating View the Link or us02web.zoom.us. By clicking on the link, your computer will load the Zoom application and open the meeting. Your computer should have
both a camera and microphone if you want to interact with
the meeting.

If you use the Zoom app on an iPad, tablet or smart
phone, you will need the meeting ID and password to access the meeting. To obtain these, text John Zabel at (585)
576-4868 with the request and he will reply with the ID
and password.

The RNA in the 1930’s
By Gerard Muhl
October 10, 1933
Members asked to submit drawings of proposed design for club’s 500th meeting medal.
October 23, 1934
Joint meeting in Syracuse at Onondaga Hotel with Syracuse, Utica, and Cortland Coin Clubs. A token was issued for the event (Can anyone find a copy of that token?)
October 10, 1936
Third Central New York Coin Meeting (Hotel Rochester) with a dinner, auction, and card playing.
October 21, 1939
Central New Your Coin Meeting in Rochester

A New Young Numisma st Visits
By
Richard Jozeﬁak
Our ﬁrst grandchild, Barre Scull, came all the way from California for a visit to our home in Georgia in September. It was my ﬁrst "me to give him a brief introduc"on to coin collec"ng. I gave him a United States
Mint 2019 Proof Set to start his collec"on. 2019 is his birth year. He studied the proof set carefully, and
even tasted it. The set met his approval.

Barrett Scull (10 months old) with his first U.S. Mint Proof Set
(photo by Richard Jozefiak)

RNA Events Calendar
RNA Meeting ······························································································ November 11
RNA Meeting ······························································································ December 9
RNA Meeting ······························································································ January 13
RNA Meeting “Good Old Fashioned Coin Collecting: the Story of Past President Floyd Newell”
Speaker: Gerry Muhl……………………………………………..………….January 27
RNA Meeting ······························································································ February10
RNA Meeting ······························································································ February 24
RNA Meeting ······························································································ March 10
RNA Meeting ······························································································ March 24
RNA Meeting ······························································································ April 14
RNA Meeting ······························································································ April 28
RNA and RJNA meetings at the RMSC are held on Wednesday from 7:30-9:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted
*Members are welcome to attend RNA Board meetings.
See the RNA Website for Additional Event Details
Ontario County Coin Club
First Sunday, Monthly Canandaigua Elks Club
Meeting at 2:00 p.m.
19 Niagara Street
(Doors open at 1:00 p.m.) Canandaigua, NY 14424
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