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RNA Picnic!!! 

August 29, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 
Whitebrook Park on Aldrich Road 

Off Route 31 in Perinton 
$10 per adult 

 
Food provided, but please bring a side dish to pass. 

 
RNA Board will meet at 12:00.   



 

Regular RNA meetings are held from September to June at 7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays 
of the month (see Calendar for possible schedule exceptions at Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays) at Ei-
senhart Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 
14607. The auditorium is the glass front building behind the Museum. Enter and exit through the main 
entrance, and turn left to go up the ramp to the ballroom.  We will continue to have these meetings on 
Zoom for members who cannot attend in person. 

Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month at  Eisenhart Auditorium; for up to date information, contact RJNA advisor   Joe Lanzaf-
ame at 585-314-1240. 
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 
I hope this finds all members in good health.  
 

Thank you, and I’m humble by the honor of being elected Rochester Numismatic President. Following in the foot-
steps of the distinguished Rochesterians who have gone before me. 
 

I would like to thank Scott for taking the role of President for the last two years under difficult circumstances and 
John Zabel for making the Zoom Meetings possible for the Club to carry on, during Covid.  Thank you Kerri for step-
ping up as Treasure Pro Temp. after Ted’s passing.  
 

And Congratulations to all newly elected and renewed Club Officers. 
 

Just because leadership has changed does not mean the club's issues have gone away. We are in need of a secre-
tary for next year Or longer if you wish. We still need a treasurer on permanent bases.  And we need a librarian.  As 
always, we need to be on the lookout for new members and current members who have not held  Rochester Numis-
matic Association office positions, to step up. 
 

Also, when we return to the Museum we need volunteer for the auction. Since I have early wake up for work. I’ll 
mostly depart  when the  meeting ends  

 

Don’t forget the Annual Picnic August 29, 2021 at White Brook Nature Area. Aldrich Road, Fairport, NY.  
 

The coin show is moving forward with Chip Scoppa and Bill Coe working to make It happen. As always Volunteers 
are welcome to assist them in this the largest of the club’s programs.  
 

Now that I move up to President  our new Vice President Kevin Rankin will handle the joint Banquet for Scott and 
Kerri.  Hold on for date and time, this fall. 
 

Now let me introduce myself, I Joined Rochester Numismatic Association in April of 2003. In 2008 I moved out of 
Rochester to Binghamton, NY for employment reasons and attended meetings as often as I could while back in town 
on vacation. In 2012 I was able to take a new job back in Rochester with the Social Security Administration. No, I 
can not give members a raise in Social Security Payments. Which has allowed me to be more active in the Roches-
ter Numismatic Association. 
 

My father introduced me to coin collecting with my first proof and uncirculated sets in1971 as a Christmas gift. A gift 
he gave us every year until his passing. I now give proof sets to my brothers and nephews every Christmas.  Along 
with the US Mint products, He also gave me my first Whitman Penny Blue Book. All of which I still have today. My 
father collected all types of American Coins, all of which are in my care now.   I look for anything that interests me 
along with American coins. No real real focus.   
 

On September 6, 1936 Past President Arthur C. Parker wrote an Editorial for the Times Union, in which he champi-
oned all Hobbies. But I think it is as relevant today as yesterday.  
 

I Quote; 
Practical People enjoy hobbies. This is because people who have keen minds naturally desire to have constructive 
and entertaining interest entirely outside daily vocations. Such persons neither wish idlers to waste time upon fruit-
less pleasure. Thus the energetic part of the population goes in whole heartedly for things that affords a constructive 
passtime.”  
 



 

More on these in later letters. Enjoy the summer. And remember if you get a chance to travel this summer it is just look-
ing for a new place to find treasures, in coins, medals or other exonumia. 
RNA Board Members: We will have a meeting at 11:30 a.m. on August 29th immediately before the picnic.   
 

 

 

Tim Flavin 

Gree�ngs! 

 Chip Scoppa, Gerry Muhl and myself worked along with the North American Mint to bring together the Ted V Memori-

al Medal. This is not part of member dues, its subscrip�on only (payment is due upfront). Medals are bought separately 

to make a set. The only medal price that may fluctuate is the .999 silver as its the spot price of silver when the medals 

are struck.  

 The price list is as follows: 

- 1 ounce .999 Silver, Proof-like, in capsules $ 5.50 each + spot silver ( currently $ @ $ 28.50 )  

- 39mm Copper, Proof-like, in capsules $ 4.50 each 

- 39mm Bronze, Proof-like, in capsules $ 4.50 each 

- 39mm Silver Clad, Proof-like, in capsules $ 5.50 each 

- 39mm 24kt Gold Clad, Proof-like, in capsules $7.50 each 

Anyone can order by contac�ng myself or Chip Scoppa.  

 Eric Miller- 944-4197 yankeetrouthead@gmail.com 

 Chip Scoppa cscoppa@rochester.rr.com 

 

 Here are some examples of the medals: 

 



 

COUNTERFEIT COINS INTERCEPTED 

The Anti-Counterfeiting Task Force assisted law enforcement in the recent seizure of over 
40,000 fake coins. Here's the press release…This is a big problem requiring an equally big re-
sponse from the industry. -Editor 

Representatives of the Anti-Counterfeiting Educational 
and its Anti-Counterfeiting Task Force 

(ACTF) on the request of the Secret Service provided on-site nu-
mismatic expertise to federal law enforcement agents in the Los 
Angeles area who seized more than 40,000 fake Morgan and 
Peace dollars, American bullion and $2 1/2 Indi-
an Head gold coins. "The counterfeits were intercepted from over-
seas shipments and seized during a two-month joint investigation 
by the Secret Service and U.S. Customs and Border Protection," 
explained ACEF Anticounterfeiting Director Doug Davis who flew 
from Dallas, Texas to California to assist investigators. He and 
task force volunteer Lee Minshull of Palos Verdes, California, a 
long ... time of the Professional Guild 
(www.PNGdealers.org), met with federal investigators In-
ternational Mail Angeles suburb of Torrance, 

where approximately 1,700 packages of seized 
counterfeit coin shipments were stored. 

There were wheeled with packages con-
tained coins seized during the eight-week targeting operation. 

“We were told that each package contained an average of 27 to 32 coins, all of them counterfeits,'' 
said Davis. "The quality of the hundreds of counterfeits we personally examined varied from good to 
very good, especially the counterfeit silver American Eagles," stated Minshull. 

saw by manufacturers. they were gen-
uine, the value of these 40,000-plus 
be $2 million," added Minshull. Davis coor-
dination Service, 
Customs protection “provided valuable intel-
ligence information that supports our work. in exposing 
the widespread proliferation of counterfeit coinage and 
precious metals into the U.S. marketplace. Most im-
portantly the success of this operation provides us with 
evidence to continue educating the higher-up administra-
tion within Secret Service, Customs and Border Protec-
tion and other law enforcement agencies about the grow-
ing problem of counterfeits." 

with very 
appreciative of our assistance and willingness to travel at 
short notice to assist in the investigation. could not 
say anything publicly about this operation earlier until 
federal agents finished part of their investigation.” This is 
only one of many cases during the· past 12 months, n 
which ACTF has provided numismatic experts to assist 
Secret Service and other Federal law enforcement agen-
cies on counterfeit cases stretching across the United 
States.  

is identi-
fying manufacturers, organized groups, indi-



 

viduals, e-commerce, and social platforms selling counterfeit coins precious metals. Most im-
portantly, is the resources and experts ACEF has at its disposal to assist local, state, and 
agencies and enhances 

emphasized. The Anti-Counterfeiting Educational Foundation and its volunteer task 
force depend entirely on the· support numismatic profession hobby community. 

corporation.  Monetary contributions can be made online at 
www.acefonline.org/donate or by check sent to ACEF, 28441 Rancho 'Rd~, Ste 106, 

CA 92590.  

For additional information, contact ACEF Executive Director Brueggeman at in-
fo@acefonline.org.  

This article is from The E—Sylum, an electronic publication of the Numismatic Bibliomania Soci-
ety.  It was submitted by Richard Jozefiak.  

My First Favorite Coin 

Chuck Heck 

In the summer of 1955, and soon to be 7 years old, I started collecting all types of coins from circulation. My Dad had a 
collection when he was a kid, and my much older cousin Peter was already an avid collector. Once the aunts and uncles 
heard that I started collecting, many interesting coins started to come my way – much to the dismay of cousin Peter! 
I had no favorites until the day that my Dad located his boyhood collection. Once the metal box that housed his collec-
tion was found, he gave everything to me. Inside were Flying Eagle pennies, Large Cents, Two-Cent and Three-Cent 
coins, many Indian Cents, Bust and Seated Liberty coins. My head was spinning with excitement. But the coin that real-
ly sent me to numismatic heaven was an old worn British Farthing dated 1749. 

 
If you own a copy of Sylvester S. Crosby’s book, The Early Coins of America, please open it to the chapter entitled 
MASSACHUSETTS (page 223) and read the first 5 pages. You will read about the need for coinage in pre-1800 Massa-
chusetts and how some relief was sent them from England in 1749. The story of Captain Montague, his ship The Mer-
maid, and the 650,000 ounces of silver coins and 10 tons of copper coins – will explain why this well-worn little copper 
farthing became my very first favorite. 
 

This farthing would travel to school with me; it slept every night on my chair next to my bed; it was shown to all my 
friends and relatives; it almost took over as my best friend. It actually started me on collecting colonial coins and paper 
money. But the most important thing is that this little worn coin taught me something that still resonates with me 66 
years later – a coin does not need to be rare or grade MS-68+ to be interesting and worth keeping. 
Boy, do I love coins!  



 

My Favorite PCGS Slab 

By 

Richard Jozefiak 

 

Instead of having a favorite coin, I have a favorite slab.  It is a PCGS slab of 1857 Gold 
Nuggets recovered from the shipwreck of the SS Central America.   

The SS Central America sank in about 7,200 feet of water off of the North Carolina 
coast on September 12, 1857 due to a hurricane.  The ship was loaded with gold 
bars, coins, dust and nuggets from the California gold fields. 

The ship was carrying about 600 passengers and crew, and only 153 people were 
saved. 

The sinking of the ship contributed to the 1857 Panic due to the loss of huge 
amounts of gold being transported to New York City. 

The first recovery of the sunken gold from the wreck of the SS Central America was 
done in the 1990’s.  Many gold bars and coins were recovered. 

In 2014, a second recovery aCempt was made at the wreck site to recover other 
items with the new improved underwater technology.  A number of “gold pokes” 
were recovered, which held gold dust and nuggets.  

Some of the gold nuggets in these “gold pokes” were used to put into PCGS slabs.  
The PCGS slabs contain 1.5 grams of gold, the same amount of gold in a gold dollar 
coin.  1,857 of PCGS slabs were made, and Bob Evans signed the slab “Cer�ficate of 
Authen�city” insert.  He served as chief scien�st during the recovery of gold items in 
the 1990’s and 2014. 

The PCGS slab holds interes�ng 

pieces of gold from 1857 that 

started in the California gold 

fields, and were recovered from 

the boCom of the Atlan�c Ocean. 

Augustus a.k.a. Barnacle Bob 

By Susie Scoppa 

 

 “Barnacle Bob” was a “crusty” in an order of uncleaned coins.  As a new Ancient Coins for Educa�on teacher I 

was working on random coins, that I had bought to experiment with.  I put Bob in olive oil; I changed and rubbed it oc-

casionally for at least 4 years.  The crust gradually let loose, and slowly a well-worn coin became visible.  An outline of 

an emperor became visible on one side and laurel leaves on the other.  Gradually, I could focus on faint leCers across 

the reverse.  Could it be?  It appeared to say “Augustus.”  Research has confirmed my Augustus AE, 25mm from ca. 25 

BC.  Caesar is bareheaded facing right.  The reverse has AVGVSTVS within laurels.  RIC 486.  My brain screamed, “I am 

a La�n teacher and I have a Caesar Augustus coin in my hand!”  How could I have called Augustus “Barnacle Bob?”  I 

s�ll call my remaining few crusty by the name “Barnacle Bob,” but I doubt I will find another Augustus.  Augustus is my 

best surprise of all the uncleaned coins I have worked with, and I love telling my story and sharing my favorite coin.                    



 

RNA Events Calendar 

Rochester Numismatic Association 

PO Box 10056 

Rochester, NY 14610-0056 

   

RNA News Deadlines 
September-October 2021 Submissions—August 25th 

RNA Board Meeting at White Brook……………………………………………August 29, 2021,  12:00 pm 

RNA Picnic at White Brook……………………………………………………….. August 29,2021, 1:00 pm 

RNA Meeting……………………………………………………,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,...September 8, 2021, 7:30 pm 

RNA Meeting …………………………………………………………………..September  22, 2021, 7:30 pm   

RNA and RJNA meetings at the RMSC are held on  the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00 p.m..    

*Members are welcome to attend RNA Board meetings. 

� � � See the RNA Website for Additional Event Details � � � 

 


