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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
I know there have been very few "President's Messages" in the Newsletter. This fact is simply the result of not 
having anything important to say. However, as my term is nearly over, it is important to express my thanks for 
your patience and support throughout my presidency. 
 
I regret to say that distance and health problems will severely limit my ability to be an active participant in the 
future, but I will pay my dues and do whatever else I can.  
 
To all of you, I offer a heartfelt "thank you!"     Peter Blaisdell 
 

* * * * * * * * * *

 
1921 RNA Picnic at Point Peake on Irondequoit Bay 

 
Coming up: RNA Picnic; the ANA Convention August 16-20 Also: 
Doug Borden on successful numismatic writing; Gerry Muhl on a past 
RNA president; and more... 
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"Getting to Know You, Getting to Know All About You" 
By Douglas Borden, RNA President - 1964 
 
 What makes a successful numismatic paper? After 55 years of enjoying the RNA's talks and papers and  
those shared from other groups as well - I'd like to offer my 'two cents' herein:  
 Basically, our public relations 'goal' is to consistently please our audiences, and impart information  
clearly, yet simply and to generate great excitement to keep them coming back! So randomly, here goes:  
 
 Know your subject. Select an area of numismatics that interests you and learn all you can about  
it. Your personal collection should reflect this. If you have lots of money you can select an area of interest 
where each coin may cost you hundreds of dollars. However, the beauty is in 'growing' the collection itself; 
your unique expression, and can still titillate collectors, even if low budget.  
 From most countries, certain coins are still available at a reasonable price. Or at least this was  
true when I was given my first Sixpence in 1937, from Britain. Shop, shop, shop around!  
 I looked at British coins in the current catalogs. They are fascinating as they go back over a thousand 
years and each ruler over the years has tried to represent him or her self in coinage.  
 I learned that most British collectors liked gold coins or silver coins like the crowns (5 shillings) and 
paid little attention to the smaller (but exquisite) shillings, sixpences, and threepences. 
 

Shilling, Fine Issue, 1551-1553, mintmark tun, Courtesy of Spink 
 
 Over a period of a few years I formed quite a nice collection of Sixpences from the early ones by 
Edward VI, Elizabeth I, and Mary Tudor. When other collectors learn of your interests, they sometimes 
have an extra coin that you really need. 

1560-61 Milled Issue Shilling, mintmark star, Courtesy of Spink 

 As President of the RNA, I gave a paper at the International Numismatic Congress in NY in 1973 and 
published my collection of "The Mill Coinage of Elizabeth I, 1561-1570" in the prestigious British 
Numismatic Journal where many British collectors became aware of my interests.  
 I had bought many coins from SPINK in London and also from Seaby's. Always as "good or 
better" than advertised and priced right. No problem with converting dollars to pounds. 
 When I visited Britain in 1976, I was surprised to find that my friends at Spink's had arranged a special 
viewing at the British Museum for me and they brought forth trays of priceless Elizabethan and earlier coins for 
me to handle and photograph. It was the same procedure at Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology in 
Oxford and Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge; even at the Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris they were expecting 
me. The lady knew no English but she opened the big mahogany cases for me to examine the British coins. 
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 So, if you collect one type of coin for so many years, as I did, you too may happily be  
honored - not to mention humbled when you are invited to enjoy other similar collections - often  
greater ones. 
 For 20 more years I worked on my British coins and gave talks to the RNA and other clubs. When the 
time to sell finally came, I sold at auction through Sotheby's in London. 1991 was a lousy year to sell in Britain 
but the coins brought me many times what I had paid for them. Most of them had excellent provenances which 
greatly increases the market values. 
 One of Britain's leading collectors wrote and asked if I wanted a "Silver Mill three farthings  
piece" from 1563. Only two were listed and both are in the British Museum. I bought the exquisite tiny silver  
piece which had been pierced and it was recognized as a trial piece (pattern) given to Elizabeth I  
herself and pierced so she could wear it on a necklace or bracelet. This turned out to be the only such  
coin in the world available to collectors! 
 Elizabeth herself was greatly interested in the new Mill Coinage which might bring an end to the critical 
shortage of small change from 3d to farthings. Although the Moneyers knew it, the general public and 
Elizabeth, too, did not know that as soon as the intrinsic value of a circulating coin reaches its face value, 
the coin disappears because everybody starts to hoard them. 
 The Mill silver three farthings piece never had a chance but Elizabeth wanted to see one so she  
got one of the three patterns struck. The solution came a few years later when Token Coins struck in  
pure copper and later brass or bronze were placed in circulation as 2d (tuppence), 1d (pennies), 1/2d  
(ha'pennies), and 1I4d (farthings). The public loved them. 
 Today, all our circulating coins are really Token coins with values less than the circulating value. 
What happened here in 1964 was that the silver value in our 90% silver coins was exceeding the stated value of 
the coins. So they all disappeared from circulation. Even the 50% silver coins suffered the same fate. Today we 
have mostly zinc in our pennies (copper became too expensive) and copper replaced the nickel in our "nickels". 
 My beautiful silver milled three farthings coin sold for £500 at a Sotheby's Auction in London. 
 You as a collector can still collect and appreciate the old silver coins of 1561 on, and the exquisite 
beauty of England's first machine-made coins. 
 Remember that "Getting to Know You, Getting to Know All About You" and your coins really pays off 
and the RNA is a great place to start. Good luck to all who take the journey!  
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Pittman in Egypt:  Another in the continuing saga of RNA Presidents 
Reported by Gerard Muhl, RNA Historian 
 
 In January 1954 John Jay Pittman (38th RNA President, 1950), accompanied by George Bauer, left 
Rochester headed for Egypt and the sale of the King Farouk collection of coins. Their first stop was in Rome, 
Italy. Pittman stayed there a few days and then headed for Egypt. Bauer, finding a treasure of ancient coins for 
sale, decided to stay in Rome and add to his collection without the trip to Egypt. 
 Pittman arrived in Cairo the second week of February. In preparation for the Farouk sale he had taken 
out a second mortgage on his Greece, NY, home. Knowing the danger of traveling overseas with large amounts 
of cash, he also took out extra life insurance. A revolution was still in progress in Egypt. Although General 
Muhammad Naguib, first President of Egypt, was eventually ousted by Gamal Abdel Nasser, an internal power 
struggle over control of the military and ultimately Egypt was then underway. Gun shots could be heard in the 
dark Cairo nights. John was quoted as saying, "You have to take a chance because if you don't, you don't 
benefit." 
 Calm prevailed, however, at the Koubbeh Palace - the site of the forthcoming numismatic auction. The 
palace had six miles of high walls surrounding interior gardens of exotic plants. The Farouk sale opened on 
February 12, 1954. Over one hundred dealers and collectors were present. Pittman found a seat in the front row 
and claimed it every day of the sale. From that vantage point he could turn and glare at those bidding against 
him. Later he claimed that his stare helped him to obtain a priced coin. 
 The Farouk auction began with stamps but quickly moved to Mexican gold and Hawaiian coins. Lot 180 
began United States coins. That lot consisted of thirty-six uncirculated double eagles from the 1850's and early 
1860's. Upon examining these coins Pittman concluded that the King had cleaned his gold and silver coins by 
applying a mixture of nitro-cellulose lacquer. He felt, however, that the mixture had not damaged the coins. 
 Pittman bid actively. He avoided "show coins," choosing instead lesser priced rarities that he felt would 
appreciate in value. 
 Pittman told the numismatic press that he was responsible for having auction lot 185 withdrawn - the 
1933 double eagle gold piece! He argued that since American bidders could not send it legally through US 
Customs, because of its questionable provenance, that they would refrain from bidding. David Spink, who was 
running the auction, withdrew the coin rather than being forced to accept low bids from European coin firms. 
  For the next ten days Pittman attended the auction. Each day he bid with care, hardly ever wanting to 
take the three hour lunch break while auctioneers readied the next lots. To prevent the auction from running into 
tens of thousands of lots, coins were grouped together. Thus a 1913 Liberty nickel was grouped with 148 other 
nickels - including a set of Jefferson nickels. All told, the Farouk auction hammered down a total of nearly 
8,500 coins in gold, silver and platinum as well as copper. 
 The best record of what Pittman bought at the sale is David Akers' catalogue of the Pittman collection 
sold after John passed away in 1996. One coin of note was a proof 1833 half eagle gold piece which John won 
with a sleeper bid of $605. Akers sold that coin in October 1997 for $467,000. In 2005 when that coin sold 
again its price doubled. 
 The total value of the Pittman collection sold at auction was just under thirty million dollars! Many of 
those coins came from the Farouk collection. 
 When John Pittman returned to Rochester from Egypt, he began showing what he bought. Rochester 
Numismatic Association meetings were enlivened for the next forty-two years when at nearly every meeting 
John pulled another Farouk pieced from a brown paper lunch bag. Pittman bought carefully, getting under- 
priced treasures. He was noted as one of the shrewdest collectors of his day. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
Presidential Medal - if you prefer to have your medal mailed to you, add $3 to your dues payment and mail to 
RNA. See the Dues Notice on page 7 for information on dues and more...
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PLAN YOUR RNA DISPLAY 

  Summer is a good time to plan a display for the 
RNA's Fall Coin Show and Sale. The cases are 32 
inches by 20 inches. Let Gerry Muhl know if you 
will be displaying by the end of September. 
  Displays are judged on a 90 point system: 15 
points for basic numismatic information; 15 points 
for special numismatic information; 15 points for 
creativity and originality; 15 points for 
attractiveness; 15 points for balance; and 15 points 
for completeness. The best display will be awarded 
the A. A. Kolb Best of Show Award. You may also 
enter an exhibit on a non-competitive basis. 
 

Place Your Ad Here! 
 

Dealers and Sponsors 
 

Support your Association and this Newsletter 
 

Business card ad:  $ 25 per year 
One-quarter page ad:  $ 45 per year 
Full-page ad:            $ 150 per year 

 
Rates effective July 2011-June 2012 

 
Email Ted at tedvacc@yahoo.com

Club News and Notes
At the Annual Banquet on May 20th, the 98th presidential medal of our Association was presented to Steve 
Eisinger. Also, the Numismatist of the Year Award was presented to member Tim Corio. More details in the 
September-October issue of RNA News. 
 
Joshua Bouchiere won the Meinhart Speaking Contest. He spoke about Capped Head to Left Half Eagles. 
 
Since the April/ May issue of RNA News, the following people have joined RNA: Gerald Vaccarella, 
Rochester, NY; Gerard and Geraldine Rossner, Penfield, NY; and Dennis Albert-Erbetra, Rochester, NY 
 
The RNA picnic will be Sunday, August 14 at White Brook Nature Area Park from 1-5 pm (preceded by a 
Board meeting at noon). The cost is $10 per person (bring a dish to pass and a white elephant item to auction). 
Chip Scoppa will teach Geo-caching. Steve Eisinger will lead an hour-long nature walk that he promises will be 
conducted at a leisurely pace. Bring a Frisbee or a ball and glove. Let's make it a fun and lively event. Email or 
call Chip Scoppa to let him know that you plan to attend. You may also sign up for the Picnic at a June RNA 
meeting. The entrance to White Brook Nature Area Park is about 4/10 mile north of the intersection of Route 31 
(Pittsford-Palmyra Road) and Aldrich Road, on the right hand side. 
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The RNA Nominating Committee proposed the following slate of officers and board members for 2011-
2012: 
For president: Chip Scoppa 
For vice president: John Lighthouse 
For secretary: Sharon Miller 
For treasurer: John Vicaretti 
For curator: John Zabel 
For librarian: John Bailey 
For historian: Gerard Muhl 
For board of directors (2011-14): Scott Fybush and Steve Eisinger 
For board of directors (2011-12): Ted Vaccarella (to complete the remaining term of Sharon Miller) 
Members in good standing will vote on the slate at the RNA’s Annual Meeting on June 2. Newly elected 
officers and directors will be sworn in on June 16 effective for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
WE NEED YOUR TALK for our coming RNA season! Sign up for a date (to speak, that is) with our next Vice 

President, John Lighthouse. Let's make this a season of the best education programs ever! 
 

RNA 2011-2012 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE PAYABLE BEGINNING IN JULY! 
 

Dues: Family or individual (life member none)                 $ ______    If you like, 
Please mail my Presidential Medal (add $3)      ______      tear out 
Donation*          ______    this section 
2012 Fund*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ______  and mail with 
Total amount enclosed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .         $ ______    your check 

 
* RNA is a tax exempt organization under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

 
Please make checks payable to RNA; mail to RNA, PO Box 10056, Rochester, NY 14610-0056 

 
 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Regular RNA meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays of every month, except July and August, at the Eisenhart 
Auditorium of the Rochester Museum & Science Center, 657 East Avenue. The auditorium is the glass front building 
behind the Museum. Enter through the Eisenhart or Gannett School doors and follow the signs downstairs to the lower-
level meeting room. All are welcome! If you have difficulty with stairs ask the receptionist in the auditorium for elevator 
directions. 
 
Rochester Junior Numismatic Association (RJNA) meetings are also held in the lower level meeting room at Eisenhart 
Auditorium; for more information, call RJNA advisor Joe Lanzafame at 585-314-1240 for more information. 
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The Calendar June-Summer 2011 

 
− Thursday, June 2 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: RNA Annual Meeting; the RNA Scavenger Hunt Reports. See 
who found all twenty coins in this year's hunt. Find out more about those coins. It should be fun for all. 
− Thursday, June 16 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: Get your cash out for the club’s annual giant auction! Also, 
bring some material to sell. 
− Friday, June 17 – 7:30 PM – RJNA Meeting 
− Sunday, August 14 – 1:00 - 5:00 – RNA Annual Picnic; Board meeting at noon. 
− August 16 - 20 – American Numismatic Association, World's Fair of Money, Chicago 
− Thursday, September 1 – 8 PM – RNA Meeting: What I did last summer in numismatics.  
 
Did you know - on January 4, 2012, the RNA will be 100 years old. We will be having a very special club dinner 
that night at Mario's on Monroe Avenue. Save the date; stay tuned for more information. 
 
The Calendar welcomes meeting notices from other area clubs. Send to Gerry Muhl or email Ted at tedvacc@yahoo.com. 
 
The Ontario County Coin Club (Canandaigua) meets the first Sunday of every month including July and 
August. Location: Elks Lodge, 19 Niagara Street, a half block off Main Street. The meeting time is 2pm-4pm. 
 
We need your Article for November/December. Earn Fame; win a writers medal. Tell us a numismatic 
experience; write about a favorite coin or series. How about a biography of a worthy numismatist? Send 
articles to Gerry (and email them to Ted). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rochester Numismatic Association 
PO Box 10056, Rochester NY 14610. 
 
 
 
 
 


